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ENERGY RECOVERY ARRANGEMENT
HAVING MULTIPLE HEAT SOURCES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure is directed to an energy recovery
arrangement and, more particularly, to an energy recovery
arrangement having multiple heat sources.

BACKGROUND

Internal combustion engines such as diesel engines, gaso-
line engines, and gaseous fuel-powered engines combust a
mixture of fuel and air to generate a mechanical power output
that can be used in many different ways for a variety of
purposes. Unfortunately, conventional engines are inefficient
and much of the energy of the fuel is wasted in the form of
heat. For example, heat can be generated during compression
of combustion air directed into the engine or during pumping
of fluids (e.g., fuel, air, lubricant, etc.) through the engine.
Additional heat is generated directly from combustion of the
fuel and air, and is transferred to the engine block and to fluids
(oil, coolant, exhaust, etc.) circulating through the engine.
Most of this heat energy is generally discharged or otherwise
dissipated to the environment.

In addition to efficiency losses associated with heat gen-
eration, extra energy must be expended to protect compo-
nents of the engine from the heat and/or to keep performance
of'the engine from declining due to the heat. For example, the
inlet air must be chilled, coolant must be circulated through
the engine block, engine oil must be cooled, and exhaust
temperatures may need to be lowered in order to adequately
protect the engine and/or to ensure desired engine perfor-
mance. Each of these actions requires extra energy, which
reduces the mechanical power output of the engine and fur-
ther lowers its efficiency.

One attempt to recover heat energy for an engine is dis-
closed in U.S. Patent Publication 2012/0023946 of Ernstetal.
that published on Feb. 2, 2012 (“the *946 publication”). Spe-
cifically, the 946 publication discloses a diesel engine
equipped with an Organic Rankine Cycle system (ORCS).
The ORCS includes one or more boilers disposed in series or
parallel that are configured to receive heat from an exhaust
gas recirculation (EGR) loop and from charge air. The boilers
are adapted to transfer the heat to a working fluid to vaporize
the fluid. The ORCS also includes a turbine fluidly coupled to
the boilers and adapted to covert energy in the vaporized
working fluid to electricity, a condenser adapted to receive the
working fluid from the turbine and condense the working
fluid, and a pump adapted to move the working fluid from the
condenser into the boilers. The ORCS also includes a recu-
perator adapted to transfer heat remaining in the working fluid
atalocation downstream of the turbine to the working fluid at
a location upstream of the boilers. With this system, some of
the otherwise wasted heat from the diesel engine can be
recovered.

Although the ORCS of the 946 publication may improve
engine efficiency through heat recovery, it may still be less
than optimal. In particular, the series location of the recupera-
tor relative to the boiler(s) may result in a reduced amount of
thermal transfer to the working fluid and, hence, a reduced
amount of recovered energy.

The energy recovery arrangement of the present disclosure
solves one or more of the problems set forth above and/or
other problems of the prior art.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the disclosure is directed toward an energy
recovery arrangement for an engine. The energy recovery
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arrangement may include a closed circuit containing a high-
pressure working fluid, a first boiler disposed within the
closed circuit and configured to receive waste heat from a first
source on the engine, and a second boiler disposed within the
closed circuit at a location upstream of the first boiler and
configured to receive waste heat from a second source on the
engine. The energy recovery arrangement may also include
an energy extractor disposed within the closed circuit at a
location downstream of the first and second boilers, a con-
denser disposed within the closed circuit at a location down-
stream of the energy extractor, and a pump disposed within
the closed circuit at a location downstream of the condenser
and upstream of the first and second boilers. The energy
recovery arrangement may further include a recuperator dis-
posed within the closed circuit in parallel with the second
boiler and configured to transfer heat from working fluid
exiting the extractor to working fluid exiting the pump.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed toward a
method of recovering energy. The method may include pres-
surizing a working fluid, directing the pressurized working
fluid through a low-temperature boiler and a high-tempera-
ture boiler in series to vaporize the working fluid, and extract-
ing energy from the vaporized working fluid. The method
may also include transferring heat from the vaporized work-
ing fluid to the pressurized working fluid at a location
upstream of the high-pressure boiler and in parallel with the
directing of pressurized working fluid through the low-tem-
perature boiler, and condensing the working fluid after
extracting the energy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.11s aschematic illustration of an exemplary disclosed
engine; and

FIGS. 2-5 are schematic illustrations of exemplary dis-
closed energy recovery arrangements that may be used in
conjunction with the engine of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary power system 10. For the
purposes of this disclosure, power system 10 is depicted and
described as a two-stroke diesel engine. One skilled in the art
will recognize, however, that power system 10 may be any
other type of combustion engine such as, for example, a
four-stroke diesel engine or a two- or four-stroke gasoline or
gaseous fuel-powered engine. Power system 10 may include,
among other things, an engine block 12 that at least partially
defines a plurality of cylinders 14. A piston (not shown) may
be slidably disposed within each cylinder 14 to reciprocate
between a top-dead-center position and a bottom-dead-center
position, and one or more cylinder heads (not shown) may be
connected to engine block 12 to close off an end of each
cylinder 14. Each cylinder 14, piston, and cylinder head may
together define a combustion chamber 16. In the illustrated
embodiment, power system 10 includes six such combustion
chambers 16. However, it is contemplated that power system
10 may include a greater or lesser number of combustion
chambers 16 and that combustion chambers 16 may be dis-
posed in an “in-line” configuration, in a “V”* configuration, in
an opposing-piston configuration, or in any other conven-
tional configuration. Power system 10 may be equipped with
an air induction system 18 and an exhaust system 20 that
direct fluids into and out of combustion chambers 16.

Air induction system 18 may include components config-
ured to introduce charged air into combustion chambers 16.
For example, air induction system 18 may include an induc-
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tion manifold 22 fluidly connected along its length to each
combustion chamber 16, one or more compressors 24 in fluid
communication with an end of induction manifold 22, and, in
some embodiments, an aftercooler 26 and/or an intercooler
28 located downstream of and/or in-between compressors 24.
It is contemplated that additional components may be
included within air induction system 18, if desired, such as
valving, one or more air cleaners, one or more waste gates, a
control system, a bypass circuit, and other means for condi-
tioning and introducing charged air into power system 10. It
is also contemplated that aftercooler 26 and/or intercooler 28
may be omitted, if desired.

Inthe disclosed embodiment, each compressor 24 of power
system 10 is a fixed geometry centrifugal-type compressor
that is mechanically driven to compress air flowing into com-
bustion chambers 16 to a predetermined pressure level. It is
contemplated, however, that another type of compressor may
alternatively or additionally be used in conjunction with
power system 10, if desired. Compressors 24, if more than
one is included within air induction system 18, may be dis-
posedin aseries (shown in FIG. 1) or parallel relationship and
fluidly connected to power system 10 via induction manifold
22.

Aftercooler 26 and intercooler 28 may both embody air-
to-air heat exchangers, air-to-liquid heat exchangers, or com-
binations of both, and be configured to facilitate the transfer
of'thermal energy away from the compressed air directed into
combustion chambers 16 of power system 10. The thermal
energy transferred away from the compressed air may be
absorbed into a flow of low-pressure coolant, for example air,
glycol, water, a water/glycol mixture, a blended air mixture,
or another coolant known in the art. Aftercooler 26 may be
disposed between compressors 24 and engine block 12, while
intercooler 28 may be disposed between compressors 24.

Exhaust system 20 may be configured to direct exhaust
from combustion chambers 16 to the atmosphere. For
example, exhaust system 20 may include an exhaust manifold
30 fluidly connected along its length to combustion chambers
16, and one or more turbines 32 in fluid communication with
an end of exhaust manifold 30. Turbines 32, if more than one
is included within exhaust system 20, may be connected in a
series (shown in FIG. 1) or parallel relationship.

Each turbine 32 of exhaust system 20 may be mechanically
connected to one or more compressors 24 of air induction
system 18 by way of a shaft 34 to form a turbocharger 35. As
the hot exhaust gases exiting combustion chambers 16 move
through exhaust manifold 30 into turbines 32 and expand
against blades thereof, turbines 32 may rotate and drive the
connected compressors 24 to compress inlet air directed back
into combustion chambers 16 via induction manifold 22.

In some embodiments, an exhaust gas recirculation (EGR)
loop 36 may be connected between air induction and exhaust
systems 18, 20. EGR loop 36 may allow a controlled amount
of'exhaust gas to be recycled within power system 10, thereby
improving exhaust emissions, as is known in the art. In the
disclosed embodiment, EGR loop 36 is a low-pressure loop
having an inlet located downstream of turbines 32 and an
outlet located upstream of compressors 24. It is contem-
plated, however, that EGR loop 36 could alternatively be a
high-pressure loop (i.e., a loop having its inlet located
upstream of turbines 32 and its outlet located upstream or
downstream of compressors 24), if desired. It is further con-
templated that other flow-promoting device (e.g., a blower,
venturi, etc.) and/or an exhaust conditioning device (e.g.,
diesel oxidation catalyst, particulate filter, etc.) could be asso-
ciated with EGR loop 36, if desired. It is also contemplated
that a check valve, for example a reed-type check valve (not
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4

shown), may be situated within EGR loop 36, if desired, to
provide for a unidirectional flow of exhaust into air induction
system 18.

An EGR cooler 38 may be located within EGR loop 36 to
cool the recycled exhaust gas before it enters air induction
system 18. EGR cooler 38, like aftercooler 26 and intercooler
28, may be an air-to-air heat exchanger, an air-to-liquid heat
exchanger, or a combination of both, and be configured to
facilitate the transfer of thermal energy away from the
recycled exhaust. The thermal energy transferred away from
the recycled exhaust may be absorbed into a flow of low-
pressure coolant, for example air, glycol, water, a water/
glycol mixture, a blended air mixture, or another coolant
known in the art. In some embodiments, an additional exhaust
cooler 40, that is similar to EGR cooler 38, may be associated
with a main flow of exhaust from power system 10 (i.e., the
flow of exhaust not passing through EGR loop 36), if desired.
Exhaust cooler 40 may be located upstream or downstream of
the inlet to EGR loop 36.

Power system 10 may be equipped with even more coolers,
if desired. For example, power system 10 may include, among
others, an oil cooler 42 and a jacket water cooler 44. Oil cooler
42 may be a liquid-to-air or liquid-to-liquid type of cooler
configured to transfer heat away from a lubricating oil of
power system 10. Jacket water cooler 44 may also be a liquid-
to-air or liquid-to-liquid type of cooler configured to transfer
heat away from engine block 12. Other types of coolers may
also or alternatively be used in conjunction with power sys-
tem 10. The thermal energy transferred away from the lubri-
cating oil and/or engine block 12 may be absorbed into a flow
of low-pressure coolant, for example air, glycol, water, a
water/glycol mixture, a blended air mixture, or another cool-
ant known in the art.

As shown in FIG. 2, an energy recovery arrangement
(ERA) 46 may be associated with the different coolers of
power system 10 and configured to recover some of the heat
energy normally dissipated by these coolers to the atmo-
sphere. ERA 46 may include, among other things, a closed
high-pressure circuit 48 having a supply (e.g., a tank) 50 of
working fluid, a pump 52, an energy extractor 54, and a
condenser 56. The working fluid may be, for example,
R-245fa, R-134, propane, nitrogen, helium, or another high-
pressure coolant known in the art. Pump 52 may be located
upstream of the various coolers of power system 10 and
energy extractor 54, and downstream of condenser 56 and
supply 50. Pump 52 may be configured to circulate the work-
ing fluid from supply 50 throughout circuit 48. As the work-
ing fluid passes through the coolers in liquid form, the coolers
may function as boilers in ERA 46, imparting heat from their
associated low-pressure coolants to the working fluid and
causing the working fluid to boil and vaporize. This super-
heated vapor may then enter energy extractor 54, wherein
heat energy in the vaporized working fluid is converted into a
more useful form. After passing through energy extractor 54,
the vaporized working fluid (now at a lower energy level and
temperature) may then be passed through condenser 56,
where it cools back to liquid state for collection in supply 50.

In the disclosed exemplary embodiment, pump 52 is a
piston-type, variable-displacement pump. It is contemplated,
however, that pump 52 could alternatively be a rotary and/or
centrifugal type of pump having a fixed displacement, if
desired. Pump 52 may be drivably connected to a crankshaft
of power system 10 (e.g., by way of a gear train—not shown)
or driven by an electric motor powered by power system 10.
A check valve and/or pressure regulator or compensator (not
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shown) may be disposed within circuit 48 to provide for a
unidirectional flow of fluid through pump 52 at a relatively
constant pressure.

Energy extractor 54 may include components that convert
heat energy to useful mechanical energy, electrical energy,
hydraulic energy, pneumatic energy, or other form of energy.
In the disclosed embodiment, energy extractor 54 includes a
turbine (not shown) configured to generate mechanical or
electrical energy subsequently utilized to increase an effi-
ciency or capacity of power system 10. For example,
mechanical or electrical energy generated by the turbine of
energy extractor 54 may be directed back into power system
10 via a motor (not shown) connected to the crankshaft of
power system 10. Additionally or alternatively, the energy
generated by energy extractor 54 may be utilized to lower a
demand for power from power system 10 by supplying aux-
iliary loads with mechanical and/or electrical power normally
supplied by power system 10. Other uses for the energy from
energy extractor 54 are also considered. It is contemplated
that other types of energy extractors may alternatively be
used, if desired, such as a piston-type motor, a thermal gen-
erator, or another device known in the art.

Condenser 56 may be any device known in the art that is
configured to return the working fluid from a high-energy
vapor state to a lower-energy liquid state. In the disclosed
embodiment, condenser 56 may be a heat exchanger similar
to the other coolers of power system 10, for example an
gas-to-liquid or liquid-to-liquid heat exchanger. As a low-
temperature, low-pressure coolant (e.g., air, glycol, water, a
water/glycol mixture, a blended air mixture, or another cool-
ant) passes through condenser 56, the vaporized working
fluid entering condenser 56 may cool and transition back to its
liquid state. Additionally or alternatively, condenser 56 may
provide for an expansion of the vaporized working fluid that
results in a temperature drop and associated transition from
vapor to liquid.

In some embodiments, a recuperator 58 may be associated
with circuit 48 to improve the efficiency of energy recovery
system 46. Recuperator 58 may be located to transfer heat
from the working fluid as it flows between energy extractor 54
and condenser 56 to the working fluid passing from pump 52
to the coolers of power system 10. This may result in less heat
needing to be dissipated within condenser 56 (and allowing
for a smaller capacity condenser), while also providing more
heat to energy extractor 54. Recuperator 58 may be, for
example, a liquid-to-liquid or gas-to-liquid heat exchanger.

The coolers of power system 10 (i.e., the boilers of ERA
46) may be arranged in several different ways relative to the
flow of working fluid within circuit 48. FIG. 2 illustrates a first
arrangement having two separate sources of heat. In this
arrangement, aftercooler 26 is disposed in parallel with recu-
perator 58 and in series with EGR cooler 38. Aftercooler 26
may function as a low-temperature boiler disposed upstream
of EGR cooler 38, which may function as a high-temperature
boiler. The inlet temperature of the working fluid passing
through aftercooler 26 may be about 100-150° F., while the
outlet temperature of the working fluid may be about 200-
300° F. At this same time, the inlet temperature of the working
fluid passing through EGR cooler 38 may be about 300° F.,
while the outlet temperature of the working fluid may be
about 500° F. The temperatures of the working fluid passing
through recuperator 58 may range from about 200-450° F. In
this arrangement, the working fluid passing through EGR
cooler 38 may be about 2-3 times hotter than the working fluid
passing through aftercooler 26, while the temperatures of
aftercooler 26 and recuperator 58 may be more similar.
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Because the amount of heat transfer between the low-
pressure coolant and the working fluid within ERA 46 may be
at least partially dependent on a temperature difference
between the fluids, the greatest amount of heat transfer may
occur when the lower-temperature boiler(s) (e.g., aftercooler
26 and recuperator 58) are located upstream of the high-
temperature boiler(s) (e.g., EGR cooler 38), as is the case in
the arrangement of FIG. 2. Further, because aftercooler 26
and recuperator 58 may be disposed in parallel, both coolers,
functioning as boilers in ERA 46, may transfer a greater
amount of heat without negative interaction, as compared
with a series arrangement. In other words, a series arrange-
ment of aftercooler 26 and recuperator 58 would reduce the
effectiveness of the downstream boiler, as the upstream boiler
having already warmed the working fluid would reduce a
temperature difference in the working fluid experienced by
the downstream boiler. The disclosed arrangement of FIG. 2
may not be effected in this way.

FIG. 3 illustrates another arrangement having three sources
ofheatinputto ERA 46, including aftercooler 26, EGR cooler
38, and exhaust cooler 40. Aftercooler 26 and EGR cooler 38
may be disposed in the same general locations shown in the
arrangement of FIG. 2 relative to the remaining components
of ERA 46. Exhaust cooler 40 may be disposed in series and
between aftercooler 26 and EGR cooler 38. The working fluid
inlet temperature of exhaust cooler 40 may be about 450° F.,
while the working fluid outlet temperature may be about 650°
F. These temperatures are between the temperatures of after-
cooler 26 and EGR cooler 38, but much closer to the tem-
peratures of EGR cooler 38 than to the temperatures of after-
cooler 26. Accordingly, the location of exhaust cooler 40,
between aftercooler 26 and EGR cooler 38, may result in a
greatest amount of heat transter from the low-pressure cool-
ant to the working fluid within ERA 46.

Similar to the arrangement of FIG. 3, the arrangement of
FIG. 4 also includes three sources of heat (aftercooler 26,
EGR cooler 38, and exhaust cooler 40). However, in contrast
to the arrangement of FIG. 3, exhaust cooler 40 of FIG. 4 is
shown as being disposed in parallel with EGR cooler 38. In
this position, exhaust cooler 40 may have less of an effect on
the amount of heat transfer taking place within EGR cooler
38. That is, exhaust cooler 40 may not have already warmed
the working fluid prior to the working fluid entering EGR
cooler 38, thereby increasing a total amount of heat transfer
occurring within ERA 46.

A final arrangement of ERA 46 is illustrated in FIG. 5. In
this arrangement, six different heat sources are shown,
including aftercooler 26, intercooler 28, EGR cooler 38,
exhaust cooler 40, oil cooler 42, and jacket water cooler 44.
Working fluid inlet and outlet temperatures of intercooler 28,
oil cooler 42, and jacket water cooler 44 may be, for example,
about 200-250/300-330° F., 230/300° F., 165/180-200° F.,
respectively. It should be noted that a greater number, lesser
number, and/or different types of coolers may be included in
this arrangement, if desired. The coolers, functioning as boil-
ers in ERA 46, may be divided into two separate groups of
parallel boilers including a low-temperature group (after-
cooler 26, intercooler 28, oil cooler 42, and jacket water
cooler 44) located upstream of a high-temperature group
(EGR cooler 38 and exhaust cooler 40). In general, the work-
ing fluid temperatures of the high-temperature group of boil-
ers may be about 2-3 times hotter than the working fluid
temperatures of the low-temperature group of boilers. For the
same reasons stated above, the arrangement of boilers having
similar temperatures within a parallel group may allow for
each of the boilers to have an independent warming effect on
the working fluid, while the arrangement of high-temperature
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boilers located downstream of low-temperature boilers may
allow for a greater amount of heat transfer from all of the
boilers.

Although shown only in connection with the arrangement
of FIG. 5, it is contemplated that one or more valves 60 may
be also associated any one or all of the different boiler
arrangements of ERA 46. For example, a valve 60 may be
located in the working fluid of ERA 46 at locations upstream
(shown in FIG. 5) and/or downstream of each boiler. Valve 60
may be a thermostatically or electronically controlled valve
that is movable to any position between a flow-passing and
flow-blocking position to control a flow rate of the working
fluid through the respective boiler. In this manner, the tem-
perature of the low-pressure coolant and/or the working fluid
may be regulated to improve a performance and/or efficiency
of power system 10.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The disclosed energy recovery arrangement may be imple-
mented into any power system application where charged air
induction and/or exhaust gas recirculation are utilized. The
disclosed energy recovery system may utilize heat from cool-
ers normally associated with most power system applications
to generate a more useful form of energy before the heat is
dissipated to the environment, thereby improving an effi-
ciency of the power system. In addition, the disclosed energy
recovery arrangement may reduce cooling requirements of
the associated power system through the conversion ofheat to
useful energy. The operation of power system 10 and ERA 46
will now be described.

As shown in FIG. 1, during operation of power system 10,
combustion air may be drawn into compressors 24 of turbo-
chargers 35 and pressurized. This pressurized air may be
directed from compressor 24 through intercooler 28 and/or
aftercooler 26, where heat may be absorbed from the air, and
into induction manifold 22. The chilled and pressurized air
may then flow into combustion chambers 16 to mix and
combust with fuel to generate a mechanical power output and
a flow of hot exhaust gases.

The exhaust flow from power system 10 may pass through
exhaust manifold 30 and into turbines 32 of turbochargers 35,
thereby driving compressors 24 to pressurize more air. Some
of the exhaust from turbochargers 35 may then pass through
EGR loop 36 back into air induction system 18, while the
remaining exhaust may be discharged to the atmosphere.
Heat from one or both flows of the exhaust may be captured
within EGR and exhaust coolers 38, 40.

During the combustion process described above, addi-
tional heat may be absorbed by engine block 12 and passed to
jacket water and lubricating oil circulating through block 12.
This heat may be captured via jacket water and oil coolers 42,
44, respectively.

ERA 46 may function to convert the heat captured from
power system 10 back into useful energy. Specifically, as
shown in FIGS. 2-5, pump 52 may pressurize the working
fluid in ERA 46 and direct the fluid through the group of
low-temperature boilers (i.e., coolers of power system 10) in
parallel, where each of the boilers independently transfers
heat from their corresponding low-pressure coolants to the
working fluid of ERA 46. This heated working fluid may then
pass through the high-temperature boilers (i.e., coolers of
power system 10), where additional heat may be imparted to
the fluid causing the fluid to superheat. From the high-tem-
perature boilers, the superheated working fluid may then
expand within energy extractor 54, thereby driving energy
extractor 54 to generate a more-useful form of energy. The
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working fluid, now at a lower energy level but still in vapor
form, may pass through recuperator 58, thereby transferring
some heat to the working fluid entering the high-temperature
boilers in liquid form to facilitate vaporization of the fluid.
After passing through recuperator 58, the working fluid vapor
may condense back to liquid within condenser 56 and be
collected within supply 50.

The arrangement of boilers in ERA 46, in conjunction with
the location of recuperator 58, may provide several benefits.
For example, by co-locating boilers having similar tempera-
tures together with recuperator 58 inside a parallel group may
allow for each of the boilers and the recuperator to have
independent heating effects on the working fluid. In addition,
the location of high-temperature boilers downstream of the
low-temperature boilers and the recuperator may allow for a
greater amount of heat transfer into the working fluid.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the disclosed
energy recovery arrangement. Other embodiments will be
apparent to those skilled in the art from consideration of the
specification and practice of the disclosed energy recovery
arrangement. It is intended that the specification and
examples be considered as exemplary only, with a true scope
being indicated by the following claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An energy recovery arrangement for an engine, compris-
ing:

a closed circuit containing a high-pressure working fluid;

a first boiler disposed within the closed circuit and config-
ured to receive waste heat from a first source on the
engine, wherein the first source is recirculated exhaust
£as;

a second boiler disposed within the closed circuit at a
location upstream of the first boiler and configured to
receive waste heat from a second source on the engine;

a third boiler disposed within the closed circuit and con-
figured to receive waste heat from a third source on the
engine, wherein the third source is a main exhaust flow
of the engine;

an energy extractor disposed within the closed circuit at a
location downstream of the first and second boilers;

a condenser disposed within the closed circuit at a location
downstream of the energy extractor;

a pump disposed within the closed circuit at a location
downstream of the condenser and upstream of the first
and second boilers; and

a recuperator disposed within the closed circuit in parallel
with the second boiler and configured to transfer heat
from working fluid exiting the energy extractor to work-
ing fluid exiting the pump.

2. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein

the second source is charge air entering the engine.

3. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
the recirculated exhaust gas exits the first boiler as a vapor.

4. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
the energy extractor is a turbine.

5. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
the second boiler transfers less heat to the working fluid than
the first boiler.

6. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
inlet and outlet temperatures of the second boiler and the
recuperator are about the same.

7. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 6, wherein
inlet and outlet temperatures of the first boiler are about 2-3
times higher than the inlet and outlet temperatures of the
second boiler and recuperator.
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8. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
the third boiler is disposed in series with the first boiler.

9. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
the third boiler is disposed in parallel with the first boiler.

10. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, further
including a tank disposed between the condenser and the
pump and configured to hold a liquid supply of the working
fluid.

11. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
the third boiler is disposed in parallel with the second boiler
and the recuperator.

12. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 11, wherein
the third boiler includes at least one of an intercooler, an oil
cooler, and a jacket water cooler.

13. The energy recovery arrangement of claim 11, further
including a valve associated with each of the first, second, and
third boiler and configured to move between flow-passing and
flow-blocking positions.

14. A method of recovering energy, comprising:

pressurizing a working fluid;

directing the pressurized working fluid through a low-tem-

perature boiler and a high-temperature boiler in series to

vaporize the working fluid, and directing the pressurized

working fluid through at least one additional boiler;

wherein the low-temperature boiler, the high-tempera-
ture boiler, and the at least one additional boiler each
receive heat from a respective heat source, the heat
source associated with the high temperature boiler
being recirculated exhaust gas and the heat source
associated with the at least one additional boiler being
a main exhaust flow of an engine;

extracting energy from the vaporized working fluid;

transferring heat from the vaporized working fluid to the

pressurized working fluid at a location upstream of the
high-temperature boiler and in parallel with the direct-
ing of pressurized working fluid through the low-tem-
perature boiler; and

condensing the working fluid after extracting energy.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the at least one
additional boiler is in parallel with the low-temperature
boiler.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein;

the low-temperature boiler is associated with an after-

cooler of an engine;

the high-temperature boiler is associated with an exhaust

gas recirculation loop of the engine;

the at least one additional boiler is associated with at least

one of an intercooler, an oil cooler, and a jacket water
cooler;

the inlet and outlet temperatures of the low-temperature

and at least one additional boilers are about the same;
and

the high-temperature boiler has inlet and outlet tempera-

tures about 2-3 times higher than the inlet and outlet
temperatures of the low-temperature and at least one
additional boilers.
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17. An engine, comprising:

an engine block at least partially forming a combustion
chamber;

a compressor configured to pressurize air directed into the
combustion chamber;

an aftercooler configured to cool the pressurized air;

a turbine driven by exhaust from the combustion chamber
to rotate the compressor;

an exhaust gas recirculation loop configured to direct
exhaust from downstream of the turbine into the com-
pressor;

an exhaust cooler configured to cool exhaust in the exhaust
gas recirculation loop;

a closed circuit containing a high-pressure working fluid
and connected to receive heat from the aftercooler and
the exhaust cooler in series;

an energy extractor disposed within the closed circuit at a
location downstream of the air and exhaust coolers;

a condenser disposed within the closed circuit at a location
downstream of the energy extractor;

a pump disposed within the closed circuit at a location
downstream of the condenser and upstream of the air and
exhaust coolers; and

a recuperator disposed within the closed circuit in parallel
with the aftercooler and configured to transfer heat from
working fluid exiting the energy extractor to working
fluid exiting the pump.

18. An energy recovery arrangement for an engine, com-

prising:

a closed circuit containing a high-pressure working fluid;

a first boiler disposed within the closed circuit and config-
ured to receive waste heat from a first source on the
engine;

a second boiler disposed within the closed circuit at a
location upstream of the first boiler and configured to
receive waste heat from a second source on the engine;

at least a third boiler disposed in parallel with the second
boiler and the recuperator and configured to receive
waste heat from at least a third source on the engine;

a valve associated with each of the first, second, and at least
a third boiler and configured to move between flow-
passing and flow-blocking positions;

an energy extractor disposed within the closed circuit at a
location downstream of the first and second boilers;

a condenser disposed within the closed circuit at a location
downstream of the energy extractor;

a pump disposed within the closed circuit at a location
downstream of the condenser and upstream of the first
and second boilers; and

a recuperator disposed within the closed circuit in parallel
with the second boiler and configured to transfer heat
from working fluid exiting the energy extractor to work-
ing fluid exiting the pump.

#* #* #* #* #*



