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57 ABSTRACT

A power on circuit is connected between a video graphics
array (VGA) connector of a display and a super input output
(SIO) chip of a motherboard. The power on circuit includes
first to fourth electronic switches and a timer. When a power
button of the display is pressed, a serial data line pin of the
VGA connector outputs a high level signal to turn on the first
electronic switch, the second electronic switch is turned on,
the fourth electronic switch is turned on, and the timer outputs
aperiodic pulse signal. When the pulse signal outputted from
the timer is at a high level, the third electronic switch is turned
on, the SIO chip receives a low level signal from the fourth
and third electronic switches, and the motherboard is turned
on.

11 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
POWER ON CIRCUIT

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a power on circuit.

2. Description of Related Art

Each desktop computer includes a power button on a front
panel of a chassis. However, most chassis are generally
placed under computer desks. When one wants to power on
the desktop computer, one needs to bend over to press the
power button, which is very inconvenient.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

Many aspects of the present disclosure can be better under-
stood with reference to the following drawing. The compo-
nents in the drawing are not necessarily drawn to scale, the
emphasis instead being placed upon clearly illustrating the
principles of the present embodiments.

The FIGURE is a circuit diagram of a power on circuit in
accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRFIPTION

The disclosure, including the accompanying drawing, is
illustrated by way of example and not by way of limitation. It
should be noted that references to “an” or “one” embodiment
in this disclosure are not necessarily to the same embodiment,
and such references can mean “at least one.”

The FIGURE shows an embodiment of a power on circuit
10. The power on circuit 10 is connected to a display 20, a
motherboard 30, and a power supply unit (PSU) 50. The
power on circuit 10 includes a 555 timer 12, two capacitors
C1 and C2, two diodes D1 and D2, five electronic switches
Q1-Q5, and eight resistors R1-R8. The display 20 includes a
power button 22 and a 15-pin video graphics array (VGA)
connector 26. The motherboard 30 includes a super input
output (SIO) chip 32.

The 555 timer 12 includes a power pin VCC, a trigger pin
TRI, areset pin RES, a control pin CON, a threshold pin THR,
a discharge pin DIS, a ground pin GND, and an output pin
OUT. Each of the electronic switches Q1-Q5 includes a first
terminal, a second terminal, and a third terminal. Each of the
diodes D1 and D2 includes an anode and a cathode. The first
terminal of the electronic switch Q1 is connected to a serial
data line (SDA) pin P12 (namely the twelfth pin) of the VGA
connector 26 through the resistor RS, and grounded through
the resistor R6. The second terminal of the electronic switch
Q1 is connected to a power supply Ve through the resistor
R1. The third terminal of the electronic switch Q1 is
grounded. The first terminal of the electronic switch Q2 is
connected to the second terminal of the electronic switch Q1.
The second terminal of the electronic switch Q2 is connected
to the power supply Vce. The power pin VCC of the 555 timer
12 is connected to the third terminal of the electronic switch
Q2. The trigger pin TRI of the 555 timer 12 is connected to the
anode of the diode D1 and the cathode of the diode D2, and
grounded through the capacitor C2. The cathode of the diode
D1 is connected to the third terminal of the electronic switch
Q2 through the resistor R2 and the resistor R3 in that order.
The anode of the diode D2 is connected to a node A between
the resistor R2 and the resistor R3. The reset pin RES of the
555 timer 12 is connected to the third terminal of the elec-
tronic switch Q2. The control pin CON of the 555 timer 12 is
grounded through the capacitor C1. The threshold pin THR of
the 555 timer 12 is connected to the trigger pin TRI of the 555
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timer 12. The discharge pin DIS of the 555 timer 12 is con-
nected to the node A. The ground pin GND of'the 555 timer 12
is grounded. The first terminal of the electronic switch Q3 is
connected to the output pin OUT of the 555 timer 12 through
the resistor R7. The second terminal of the electronic switch
Q3 is connected to the SIO chip 32. The first terminal of the
electronic switch Q4 is connected to the third terminal of the
electronic switch Q2 through the resistor R8. The second
terminal of the electronic switch Q4 is connected to the third
terminal of the electronic switch Q3. The third terminal of the
electronic switch Q4 is grounded. The first terminal of the
electronic switch Q5 is connected to the PSU 50 through the
resistor R4, to receive a power good signal PWR_OK from
the PSU 50. The second terminal of the electronic switch Q5
is connected to the first terminal of the electronic switch Q4.
The third terminal of the electronic switch Q5 is grounded.

According to the specification of a 15-pin video graphics
array (VGA) connector, it may be understood that, the SDA
pin P12 of the VGA connector 26 outputs a high level signal,
such as logic 1, when the power button 22 is pressed to turn on
the display 20, and the SDA pin P12 of the VGA connector 26
outputs a low level signal, such as logic 0, when the display 20
is in a turned off state. According to the specification of a
motherboard, it may be understood that, when the SIO chip 32
receives a transient low level signal, the motherboard 30 is
turned on, and after the motherboard 30 is turned on, the SIO
chip 32 maintains receiving a high level signal, and the moth-
erboard 30 can operate normally.

When the power button 22 is pressed to turn on the display
20, the SDA pin P12 of the VGA connector 26 outputs a high
level signal to turn on the electronic switch Q1. The electronic
switch Q2 is turned on. The power supply Vce supplies power
to the 555 timer 12 through the electronic switch Q2. The
output pin OUT of the 555 timer 12 outputs a periodic pulse
signal. When the motherboard 30 is turned off, the power
good signal PWR OK outputted from the PSU 50 is at a low
level, the electronic switch Q5 is turned off, and the electronic
switch Q4 is turned on. When the pulse signal outputted from
the output pin OUT of the 555 timer is at a high level, the
electronic switch Q3 is turned on, the SIO chip 32 receives a
low level signal from the electronic switches Q4 and Q3, and
the motherboard 30 is turned on.

When the motherboard 30 is turned on, the power good
signal PWR_OK outputted from the PSU 50 turns to a high
level. The electronic switch Q5 is turned on, the electronic
switch Q4 is turned off. The SIO chip 32 receives a high level
signal regardless of whether the electronic switch Q3 is
turned on or turned off. The motherboard 30 begins to oper-
ate.

When the display 20 is in the turned off state, the SDA pin
P12 of the VGA connector 26 outputs a low level signal. The
electronic switch Q1 is turned off, the electronic switch Q2 is
turned off, the electronic switch Q4 is turned off, and the 555
timer 12 is not powered on or does not operate. At the same
time, the electronic switch Q3 is turned off, the SIO chip 32
does not receive a low level signal, and the motherboard 30
maintains a turned off state.

In one embodiment, each of the electronic switches Q1,
Q3, Q4, and Q5 is an npn bipolar junction transistor (BJT),
and the first terminal, the second terminal, and the third ter-
minal of each of the electronic switches Q1, Q3, Q4, and Q5
are respectively a base, a collector, and an emitter of the npn
BJT. The electronic switch Q2 is a pnp BJT, and the first
terminal, the second terminal, and the third terminal of the
electronic switch Q2 are respectively a base, an emitter, and a
collector of the pnp BJT. In other embodiments, each of the
electronic switches Q1, Q3, Q4, and Q5 may be an n-channel
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metal-oxide semiconductor field-effect transistor, or another
switch having similar functions. The electronic switch Q2
may be a p-channel metal-oxide semiconductor field-effect
transistor, or another switch having similar functions.

Even though numerous characteristics and advantages of
the disclosure have been set forth in the foregoing description,
together with details of the structure and function of the
disclosure, the disclosure is illustrative only, and changes
may be made in detail, especially in the matters of shape, size,
and arrangement of parts within the principles of the disclo-
sure to the full extent indicated by the broad general meaning
of the terms in which the appended claims are expressed.

What is claimed is:

1. A power on circuit connected between a video graphics
array (VGA) connector of a display and a super input output
(SI0) chip of a motherboard, the power on circuit compris-
ing:

a first capacitor;

a first resistor, a second resistor, and a third resistor;

a first electronic switch comprising a first terminal con-
nected to a serial data line (SDA) pin of the VGA con-
nector, a second terminal connected to a power supply
through a first resistor, and a third terminal grounded;
a second electronic switch comprising a first terminal

connected to the second terminal of the first electronic
switch, a second terminal connected to the power
supply, and a third terminal;

a timer comprising a power pin connected to the third
terminal of the second electronic switch, a trigger pin
connected to the third terminal of the second elec-
tronic switch through the second resistor and the third
resistor in that order, a reset pin connected to the
power pin, a control pin grounded through the first
capacitor, a threshold pin connected to the trigger pin,
a discharge pin connected to a node between the sec-
ond resistor and the third resistor, and an output pin;

athird electronic switch comprising a first terminal con-
nected to the output pin of the timer, a second terminal
connected to the SIO chip, and a third terminal; and

a fourth electronic switch comprising a first terminal
connected to the third terminal of the second elec-
tronic switch, a second terminal connected to the third
terminal of the third electronic switch, and a third
terminal grounded;

wherein in response to a power button of the display
being pressed to turn on the display, the SDA pin of
the VGA connector outputs a high level signal, the
first electronic switch is turned on, the second elec-
tronic switch is turned on, the fourth electronic switch
is turned on, the output pin of the timer outputs a
periodic pulse signal; and

wherein in response to the pulse signal outputted from
the output pin of the timer being at a high level, the
third electronic switch is turned on, the SIO chip
receives a low level signal from the fourth and third
electronic switches, the motherboard is turned on.

2. The power on circuit of claim 1, further comprising a
fifth electronic switch, wherein the fifth electronic switch
comprises a first terminal connected to a power supply unit
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(PSU) to receive a power good signal from the PSU, a second
terminal connected to the first terminal of the fourth elec-
tronic switch, and a third terminal grounded; and wherein in
response to the motherboard being turned on, the power good
signal turns to a high level, the fifth electronic switch is turned
on, the fourth electronic switch is turned off, the SIO chip
receives a high level signal from the second terminal of the
third electronic switch, the motherboard begins to operate.

3. The power on circuit of claim 2, further comprising a
fourth resistor, wherein the first terminal of the fifth electronic
switch is connected to the PSU through the fourth resistor.

4. The power on circuit of claim 3, wherein the fifth elec-
tronic switch is an npn bipolar junction transistor (BJT), and
the first terminal, the second terminal, and the third terminal
of'the fifth electronic switch are respectively a base, a collec-
tor, and an emitter of the npn BJT.

5. The power on circuit of claim 1, further comprising a
fifth resistor and a sixth resistor, wherein the first terminal of
the first electronic switch is connected to the SDA pin of the
VGA connector through the fifth resistor, and grounded
through the sixth resistor.

6. The power on circuit of claim 1, wherein the first elec-
tronic switch is an npn bipolar junction transistor (BJT), and
the first terminal, the second terminal, and the third terminal
of'the first electronic switch are respectively a base, a collec-
tor, and an emitter of the npn BJT.

7. The power on circuit of claim 1, further comprising a
seventh resistor, wherein the first terminal of the third elec-
tronic switch is connected to the output pin of the timer
through the seventh resistor.

8. The power on circuit of claim 1, wherein the third elec-
tronic switch is an npn bipolar junction transistor (BJT), and
the first terminal, the second terminal, and the third terminal
of the third electronic switch are respectively a base, a col-
lector, and an emitter of the npn BJT.

9. The power on circuit of claim 1, further comprising an
eighth resistor, wherein the first terminal of the fourth elec-
tronic switch is connected to the third terminal of the second
electronic switch through the eighth resistor.

10. The power on circuit of claim 1, wherein the second
electronic switch is a pnp bipolar junction transistor (BJT),
and the first terminal, the second terminal, and the third ter-
minal of the second electronic switch are respectively a base,
an emitter, and a collector of the pnp BJT; and wherein the
fourth electronic switch is an npn BJT, and the first terminal,
the second terminal, and the third terminal of the fourth
electronic switch are respectively a base, a collector, and an
emitter of the npn BJT.

11. The power on circuit of claim 1, further comprising a
first diode, a second diode, and a second capacitor, wherein
the first diode comprises an anode connected to the trigger pin
of the timer and grounded through the second capacitor, and
a cathode connected to the discharge pin of the timer through
the second resistor; and wherein the second diode comprises
an anode connected to the node between the second resistor
and the third resistor, and a cathode connected to the anode of
the first diode.



