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Methods to control reconfiguration of multiple radio access
bearers in a mobile wireless device connected to a wireless
network are described. The mobile wireless device is con-
nected to the wireless network through a voice connection
and a data connection simultaneously. The data connection is
concurrently active with the voice connection. Transmission
of one or more signaling messages for the data connection is
delayeduntil the voice connection terminates. Representative
signaling messages include messages that reconfigure a radio
access bearer supporting the data connection and messages
estimated to exceed a pre-determined transmission time inter-
val.
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1
METHOD TO CONTROL
RECONFIGURATION OF MULTIPLE RADIO
ACCESS BEARERS IN A WIRELESS DEVICE

PRIORITY AND RELATED APPLICATIONS

This patent application is a continuation of and claims
priority to co-owned U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/101,
785 entitled “METHOD TO CONTROL RECONFIGURA-
TION OF MULTIPLE RADIO ACCESS BEARERS IN A
WIRELESS DEVICE” filed May 5, 2011, issuing as U.S. Pat.
No. 8,428,080, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/383,725 entitled, “METHOD
TO CONTROL RECONFIGURATION OF MULTIPLE
RADIO ACCESS BEARERS IN A WIRELESS DEVICE”
filed Sep. 16, 2010, each of the forgoing being incorporated
by reference herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The described embodiments relate generally to wireless
mobile communications. More particularly, a method is
described for controlling reconfiguration of a connection hav-
ing multiple radio access bearers between a mobile wireless
communication device and a wireless communication net-
work.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Mobile wireless communication devices, such as a cellular
telephone or a wireless personal digital assistant, can provide
a wide variety of communication services including, for
example, voice communication, text messaging, internet
browsing, and electronic mail. Mobile wireless communica-
tion devices can operate in a wireless communication net-
work of overlapping “cells”, each cell providing a geographic
area of wireless signal coverage that extends from a radio
network subsystem located in the cell. The radio network
subsystem can include a base transceiver station (BTS) in a
Global System for Communications (GSM) network or a
Node B in a Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(UMTS) network. Newer mobile wireless communication
devices can include the capability of providing several difter-
ent communication services simultaneously, such as a voice
call and data internet browsing at the same time. A separate
radio access bearer can be used to transport radio link signals
for each of the services between the mobile wireless commu-
nication device and one or more radio network subsystems in
the wireless network. One radio access bearer can be used for
the voice call, and a separate radio access bearer can be used
for the data internet browsing. An additional radio access
bearer can also be used for signaling messages communicated
between the mobile wireless communication device and the
wireless network.

From the perspective of a user of the mobile wireless com-
munication device, each of the communication services trans-
ported over the separate radio access bearers can be consid-
ered independent, and therefore changes to a connection
through one radio access bearer should impact minimally
connections using a separate radio access bearer. Certain
communication protocols, such as the 3°d Generation Part-
nership Project (3GPP) UMTS specifications, can treat a mul-
tiple radio access bearer connection as a single connection,
resulting in multiple services changed together rather than
separately. A reset of a multiple radio access bearer connec-
tion due to errors on a data carrying radio access bearer or on
a signaling radio bearer can cause a simultaneous voice con-
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2

nection that uses a separate voice carrying radio access bearer
to terminate. Loss of the voice connection can be immediately
apparent to the user, while loss of the data connection can be
perceived as a delay in transmission until the data connection
is restored. For mobile wireless communication devices that
support simultaneous voice and data connections, it can be
preferable to maintain a voice connection even when the
simultaneous data connection (or a concurrent signaling con-
nection) can operate with limited performance.

Data usage through wireless communication networks has
increased substantially with the introduction of advanced
mobile wireless communication devices. As the number of
data users has increased, the wireless communication net-
works can incur congestion and scheduling issues that affect
the delivery of data to the mobile wireless communication
device. In some situations, a mobile wireless communication
device connected simultaneously by a voice connection and a
data connection can continue to receive voice signals that can
provide intelligible voice over the voice connection when no
data or acknowledgements are received from the network
over the data connection. The mobile wireless communica-
tion device can be configured to retransmit, reset and ulti-
mately terminate the radio link with the wireless communi-
cation network when the data connection appears
unrecoverable. Terminating the radio link, however, can
remove both the data connection and the voice connection,
even though the voice connection can be operating properly.

Even when a data connection can provide reliable trans-
mission of data packets, the wireless network can reconfigure
the data connection during an active connection to change
properties of one or more radio access bearers between the
mobile wireless communication device and the wireless
access network. Reconfiguration of a radio access bearer can
be used to change a transmission data rate to match current
usage by the mobile wireless communication device with the
wireless access network, effectively providing a dynamic
allocation of radio resources based on past, current or pre-
dicted usage. Similarly a radio access bearer can be reconfig-
ured between different radio access technologies, or different
versions thereof, that can offer different transmission proper-
ties and use different processing requirements. Some con-
figurations can consume more power at the mobile wireless
communications device than others, and a tradeoff between
data transmissions rates for throughput and power consump-
tion for battery usage can be realized by dynamically adapt-
ing configuration of the radio access bearers.

Reconfiguration of radio access bearers can be accom-
plished through a series of messages exchanged between the
mobile wireless communication device and a wireless access
network. For a connection between the mobile wireless com-
munication device and the wireless access network operating
with low quality, such as low received signal code power, an
exchange of reconfiguration messages can occupy limited
radio resources and be prone to incurring errors, potentially
resulting in dropped connections if the reconfiguration mes-
sages cannot be received properly within established time
limits. Reconfiguration messages can be both long and
numerous, and therefore have a higher probability of incur-
ring errors during transmission than relatively shorter signal-
ing messages. While error checking and retransmission
mechanisms can partially compensate for transmission errors
to ensure correct reception of signaling messages, strict time-
out requirements can result in resets when timely reception of
a sequence of signaling messages cannot be completed.

Thus there exists a need to control the reconfiguration of
one or more radio access bearers in a multiple radio access
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bearer connection between a mobile wireless communication
device and radio network subsystem in a wireless communi-
cation network.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention and the advantages thereof may best be
understood by reference to the following description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates a mobile wireless communication device
located within a wireless cellular communication network.

FIG. 2 illustrates a hierarchical architecture for a wireless
communication network.

FIG. 3 illustrates a communication protocol stack for a
mobile wireless communication device.

FIG. 4 illustrates a multiple radio access bearer wireless
connection including circuit and packet switching.

FIG. 5 illustrates a multiple radio access bearer (MRAB)
connection setup, reconfiguration, and release between user
equipment (UE) and elements of a wireless communication
network.

FIG. 6 illustrates a state transition diagram with allowed
and disallowed transitions for MRAB reconfiguration.

FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 illustrate representative methods for man-
aging radio resources between a mobile wireless device and a
wireless network.

SUMMARY OF THE DESCRIBED
EMBODIMENTS

The described embodiments relate generally to wireless
mobile communications. More particularly, a method is
described for controlling reconfiguration of a connection hav-
ing multiple radio access bearers between a mobile wireless
communication device and a wireless communication net-
work.

In one embodiment, a method for managing radio
resources between a mobile wireless device and a wireless
network is described. The method includes at least the fol-
lowing steps. A network subsystem in the wireless network
detects a voice connection and a data connection between the
mobile wireless device and the wireless network, the voice
and data connections being active simultaneously. The net-
work subsystem delays transmission of a signaling message
for the data connection until the voice connection terminates.
In some embodiments the voice and data connections each
use separate radio access bearers.

In another embodiment, another method for managing
radio resources between a mobile wireless device and a wire-
less network is described. The method includes at least the
following steps. A voice connection is established between
the mobile wireless device and the wireless network. Subse-
quently, a data connection is established between the mobile
wireless device and the wireless network, the data connection
being configured to support a variable data rate transmission
based on a dynamic bandwidth allocation. The wireless net-
work can restrict reconfiguration of the data connection until
the voice connection terminates.

In a further embodiment, a non-transitory computer read-
able medium for storing non-transitory computer program
code executed by a processor for controlling radio resources
between a wireless network and a mobile wireless device is
described. The non-transitory computer readable medium
includes at least the following. Non-transitory computer pro-
gram code for establishing a voice connection between the
mobile wireless device and the wireless network. Non-tran-
sitory computer program code for establishing a data connec-
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4

tion between the mobile wireless device and the wireless
network. The data connection is concurrently active with the
voice connection. Non-transitory computer program code for
estimating a time interval to transmit successfully a signaling
message to the mobile wireless device. Non-transitory com-
puter program code for delaying transmission of the signaling
message when then estimated time interval exceeds a pre-
determined transmission time interval and both the voice and
data connections remain concurrently active.

In yet another embodiment, a mobile device configured to
control reconfiguration of multiple radio access bearers is
disclosed. In one variant, the mobile device includes: at least
one wireless interface, a processor in data communication
with the at least one wireless interface, and a computer read-
able apparatus having a non-transitory storage medium com-
prising at least one computer program. The at least one com-
puter program is configured to, when executed, cause the
mobile device to, when the mobile device has established
both a voice connection and a data connection with a wireless
network to: evaluate one or more reconfiguration restriction
thresholds, and when at least one of the one or more recon-
figuration thresholds have been exceeded, restrict reconfigu-
ration of the data connection with the wireless network.

In a further embodiment, a base station apparatus config-
ured to control reconfiguration of multiple radio access bear-
ers between a wireless network and a mobile device is dis-
closed. In one variant, the base station apparatus includes: one
or more wireless interfaces, and logic in data communication
with the one or more wireless interfaces. The logic is config-
ured to cause the base station apparatus to: detect that a
mobile device is simultaneously maintaining a voice connec-
tion and a data connection with the wireless network, and
based upon at least the detection, restrict one or more recon-
figuration signaling associated with the data connection of the
mobile device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth to provide a thorough understanding of the concepts
underlying the described embodiments. It will be apparent,
however, to one skilled in the art that the described embodi-
ments may be practiced without some or all of these specific
details. In other instances, well known process steps have not
been described in detail in order to avoid unnecessarily
obscuring the underlying concepts.

FIG. 11illustrates a wireless communication network 100 of
overlapping wireless communication cells to which a mobile
wireless communication device 106 can connect. Each wire-
less communication cell can cover a geographic area extend-
ing from a centralized radio network subsystem. The mobile
wireless communication device 106 can receive communica-
tion signals from a number of different cells in the wireless
communication network 100, each cell located at a different
distance from the mobile wireless communication device. In
a second generation (20) wireless communication network,
such as a network following a Global System for Mobile
Communications (GSM) protocol, the mobile wireless com-
munication device 106 can connect to a radio network sub-
system in the wireless communication network 100 using one
radio link at a time. For example, the mobile wireless com-
munication device 106 can be connected initially to a radio
network subsystem (RNS) 104 in a serving cell 102. The
mobile wireless communication device 106 can monitor sig-
nals from radio network subsystems in neighbor cells. The
mobile wireless communication device 106 can transfer its
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connection from the radio network subsystem 104 in the
serving cell 102 to a radio network system 108 in a neighbor
cell 110 as the mobile wireless communication device moves
within the wireless communication network 100.

In a third generation (30) wireless communication net-
work, such as a network based on a Universal Mobile Tele-
communication System (UMTS) protocol, the mobile wire-
less communication device 106 can be connected to one or
more radio network subsystems simultaneously through mul-
tiple radio access bearers. Each ofthe radio access bearers can
transport a different communication service independently,
such as a voice service on one radio access bearer and a data
service on a second radio access bearer. The mobile wireless
communication device 106 can be connected by multiple
radio access bearers simultaneously to the radio network
subsystem in the serving cell 102 (if the RNS 104 supports
such a connection). The mobile wireless communication
device can also be connected by a first radio access bearer to
the RNS 104 in the serving cell 102 and to a second RNS 108
in the neighbor cell 110 simultaneously. Advanced mobile
wireless communication devices, sometimes referred to as
“smart” phones, can provide a diverse array of services to the
user using a connection with multiple radio access bearers. A
user of such a device can converse through a voice connection
and surf the internet through a data connection simulta-
neously.

FIG. 2 illustrates a UMTS wireless communication net-
work 200 including UMTS access network elements. The
mobile wireless communication device 106 operating in the
UMTS wireless communication network 200 can be referred
to as user equipment (UE) 202. (Wireless mobile communi-
cation devices 106 can include the capability of connecting to
multiple wireless communication networks that use different
wireless radio access network technologies, such as to a GSM
network and to a UMTS network; thus the description that
follows can also apply to such “multi-network™ devices as
well.) In a UMTS wireless network. the UE 202 can connect
to one or more radio network subsystems (RNS) 204/214
through one or more radio links 220/222. The first RNS 204
can include a radio access system, known as a “Node B” 206,
which transmits and receives radio frequency signals and a
radio network controller (RNC) 208 that manages communi-
cation between the “Node B” 206 and the core network 236.
Similarly the second RNS 214 can include Node B 210 and
RNC 212.

Unlike a mobile wireless communication device 106 in a
GSM network, the UE 202 in the UMTS network can connect
to more than one radio network subsystem simultaneously.
Each RNS can provide a connection for a different service to
the UE 202, such as a voice connection through a circuit
switched voice network and a data connection through a
packet switched data network. Each radio link 220/222 can
include one or more radio access bearers that transport signals
between the UE 202 and the respective RNS 204/214. Mul-
tiple radio access bearers can be used for separate services on
separate connections or for supplementing a service with
additional radio resources for a given connection.

The core network 236 can include both a circuit switched
domain 238 that can carry voice traffic to and from an external
public switched telephone network (PSTN) 232 and a packet
switched domain 240 that can carry data traffic to and from an
external public data network (PDN) 234. Voice and data traf-
fic can be routed and transported independently by each
domain. Each RNS can combine and deliver both voice and
data traffic to mobile wireless communication devices. The
circuit switched domain 238 can include multiple mobile
switching centers (MSC) 228 that connect a mobile sub-
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6

scriber to other mobile subscribers or to subscribers on other
networks through gateway MSCs (GMSC) 230. The packet
switched domain 240 can include multiple support nodes,
referred to as serving GPRS support nodes (SGSN) 224, that
route data traffic among mobile subscribers and to other data
sources and sinks in the PDN 234 through one or more gate-
way GPRS support nodes (GGSN) 226. The circuit switched
domain 238 and the packet switched domain 240 of the core
network 236 can each operate in parallel, and both domains
can connect to different radio access networks simulta-
neously.

The UMTS wireless communication network 200 illus-
trated in FIG. 2 can support several different configurations in
which the UE 202 connects through multiple radio access
bearers to the wireless communication network. In a first
multiple radio access bearer configuration, a “soft” handoff of
the UE 202 can occur between the first RNS 204 and the
second RNS 214 as the UE 202 changes location within the
UMTS wireless communication network 200. A first radio
access bearer through the first RNS 204 can be supplemented
by a second radio access bearer through the second RNS 214
before deactivating the first radio access bearer. In this case,
multiple radio access bearers can be used for enhancing a
connection’s reliability, and the UE 202 can typically be
using a single service connected through the multiple radio
access bearers.

In a second multiple radio access bearer configuration, the
UE 202 can connect through the first RNS 204 to the packet
switched domain 240 to support a packet data connection and
simultaneously connect through the second RNS 214 to the
circuit switched domain 238 to support a voice connection. In
this case, the UE 202 can maintain a different radio access
bearer for each service. In a third configuration, a single RNS
can support multiple radio access bearers to the same UE 202,
each radio access bearer supporting a different service. For
the second and third configurations, it can be preferred that
the establishment and release of each radio access bearer be
independent as they can be associated with different services
simultaneously.

FIG. 3 illustrates a layered protocol stack 300 with which a
UE 202 can establish and release connections with the UMTS
wireless communication network 200 through an exchange of
messages. Higher layers 310 in the layered protocol stack
300, such as a session management layer, can request a con-
nection of the UE 202 to the wireless communication network
200. The connection request from the session management
layer can result in a series of discrete packetized messages
known as radio resource control (RRC) service data units
(SDU) passed from an RRC processing block 308 inlayer 3 of
the protocol stack 300 to a radio link control (RLC) process-
ing block 306 in layer 2 of the protocol stack 300,

Alayer 3 SDU can represent a basic unit of communication
between layer 3 peers at each end of the communication link.
Each layer 3 RRC SDU can be segmented by the RL.C pro-
cessing block 306 into a numbered sequence of layer 2 RL.C
protocol data units (PDU) for transmission over a communi-
cation link. A layer 2 RLLC PDU can represent a basic unit of
data transfer between layer 2 peers at each end of the com-
munication link. Layer 2 RLC PDUs can be transmitted
through additional lower layers in the layer protocol stack
300, namely a media access control (MAC) layer 304 that
maps logical channels 314 into transport channels 312 and a
physical layer 302 that provides a radio link “air” interface, At
the receiving end of the communication link (not shown), the
layer 2 RLC PDUs can be reassembled by another RL.C
processing block to form a complete layer 3 SDU to deliver to
another RRC processing block,
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The layer 2 RLC protocol can be configured to operate in
an acknowledged mode to provide reliable transport of each
layer 2 PDU over a noisy transmission channel, such as a
wireless communication link. If one or more layer 2 PDUs
from a layer 3 RRC SDU are lost during transmission or
incorrectly received, the layer 2 PDUs can be retransmitted
before reassembling the complete layer 3 RRC SDU. The
layer 2 RLC protocol can use an automatic repeat request
(ARQ) function to trigger retransmissions. A transmitting
layer 2 RLC processing block 306 can receive a status report
from a receiving layer 2 RLC processing block. The status
report can be sent in response to a poll from the transmitting
end or can be automatically sent by the receiving end. Polling
of'the receiving end can be accomplished by setting a polling
bit in a field of a transmitted layer 2 PDU. For example, when
a polling bit can be set in a layer 2 PDU having the last
sequence number for a particular layer 3 SDU.

The layer 2 processing block at the receiving end can
recognize the polling bit and respond to the poll by indicating
the highest sequence number layer 2 PDU in the layer 3 SDU
for which all layer 2 PDUs equal to or earlier than the highest
sequence number have been correctly received. Alternatively,
the receiving end can automatically send a status report when
a layer 2 PDU is received out of sequence or incorrectly
received, thus alerting the transmitting end that a layer 2 PDU
has been lost or corrupted during transmission. The transmit-
ting end can respond to the status report by retransmitting any
missing layer 2 PDUs. The segmentation and reassembly
function with error checking in the transmitting RLC layer 2
processing block 306 can ensure that all layer 2 RL.C PDUs in
alayer 3 RRC SDU are transmitted and received completely
and correctly.

As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 4, a UMTS network can
include two distinct domains, a circuit switched domain 238
to carry circuit switched traffic (such as voice or transparent
data) and a packet switched domain 240 to transport packet
data (such as internet connectivity or voice over IP). As shown
in FIG. 4, the UE 202 can be simultaneously connected to the
circuit switched domain 238 by a radio access bearer 402 to
carry voice traffic and to the packet switched domain 240
through a radio access bearer 404 to carry data traffic. A radio
access bearer can be considered a channel to transport a
circuit switched data stream or a packet switched data stream
between the UE 202 and the core network 236 through the
RNS 204. The core network 236 can set characteristics of
each radio access bearer including data rate and quality of
service based on requirements for the data stream transported
and on a user’s subscription among other critelia.

A packet data protocol (PDP) context 406 can provide a
packet data connection between the UE 202 and the gateway
GPRS support node (GGSN) 226 to support the exchange of
internet protocol (IP) packets using the radio access bearer
404 over the wireless access network portion of the connec-
tion. The PDP context 406 can include a PDP address, such as
an IP address, for the UE 202. The PDP context 406 can be
activated by the UE 202 at the session management layer 310,
and the radio access bearer 404 can be established and asso-
ciated with the PDP context 406 to transport data for the UE
202. Once established, data can be sent as a series of layer 3
SDUs, each layer 3 SDU transported through numbered
sequences of layer 2 PDUs as described above for FIG. 3.

As radio frequency spectrum available for use between the
UE 202 and the RNS 204 can be limited, the wireless com-
munication network 200 can configure the data carrying radio
access bearer 404 to support a particular range of data rates.
The choice of data rate for the radio access bearer 404 can
depend on multiple factors including but not limited to initial
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data requests from the UE 202, history of data transmission
by the UE 202 (e.g. buffer depths and so-called “happy bits”),
estimated and/or measured signal characteristics of a wireless
connection between the UE 202 and the RNS 204, and esti-
mates and/or measurements of radio access network loading.
The configuration of the data carrying radio access bearer 404
can occur when establishing the PDP context 406 or when
allocating one or more radio access bearers 404 for an already
established PDP context 406.

After initial configuration, the radio access bearer 404 can
also be reconfigured by the wireless communication network
through one or more radio bearer reconfiguration (RBR)
command messages. Reconfiguration of the radio access
bearer 404 can be used by the wireless communication net-
work to de-allocate resources from one UE 202 and to reserve
or re-allocate the resources for another UE 202. Reconfigu-
ration can occur as aresult of a change in radio access network
loading (e.g. number of active users sharing a common radio
access link), a change in user data loading (e.g. estimated data
bandwidth requirements based on recent usage), a change in
signal transmission characteristics of a radio access link (e.g.
variation in interference and noise) or as a result of other
dynamic characteristics for the radio access bearer 404.
Dynamic reconfiguration of one or more radio access bearers
404 can match a limited bandwidth radio access spectrum to
dynamic data transfer requirements from multiple users that
share the same radio access spectrum to radio network sub-
systems in the wireless communication network 200.

Each higher layer RBR message can be divided into a
sequence lower layer RL.C PDUs for transmission across a
signaling radio bearer between the UE 202 and the RNS 204.
The signaling radio bearer can be separately allocated and
maintained from associated data carrying radio access bear-
ers. A throughput data rate for the signaling radio bearer can
be fixed and relatively low compared to data rates provided to
its associated data bearing radio access bearers. For relatively
long higher layer RBR messages, the sequence of lower layer
RLC PDUs can be substantial, e.g. 15-25 PDUs. Each lower
layer RLC PDU can take upwards of 40 ms to transmit on a
relatively low data rate signaling radio bearer, and thus a
single RBR message can require nearly one second for a
complete transmission.

Signal strengths on connections between the UE 202 and
the RNS 204 can be weak at times, and thus transmissions
errors can occur when sending the RBR message. Some mes-
sages, such as those used to establish and release a connec-
tion, can be relatively short, e.g. one RLC PDU long; while
radio bearer reconfiguration messages can be relatively long
and can encounter more opportunities for failure. Even with
re-transmission available to connect for transmission errors
of constituent RL.C PDUs in a signaling message, timers can
expire when a signaling message transmission takes too long
to complete. When multiple retransmissions are not success-
ful, the radio network subsystem 204 can conclude that the
transmission link to the UE 202 is unreliable and uncorrect-
able. The radio network subsystem can tear down the faulty
connection in order to re-establish a functioning link.

Expiration of the timers and tear down of' the link, however,
can cause a release of not only the data carrying radio access
bearer 404 undergoing reconfiguration but also any other
concurrent radio access bearers existing between the UE 202
and the wireless communication network, such as a voice
carrying radio access bearer 402. Thus, reconfiguration of a
data connection (particularly one with weak signal character-
istics) can cause a simultaneous voice connection to drop,
which can be immediately perceived by the user of the UE
202. The voice connection, which can require relatively lim-
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ited data rates to function properly, can function properly
during weak or highly variable signal conditions that can
cause a relatively higher data rate signaling connection to be
faulty. To preserve a voice connection, it can be preferred to
minimize sending any long signaling messages that pertain to
a parallel data carrying radio access bearer 404 when a voice
carrying radio access bearer 402 is established and in use
simultaneously. Initial configuration of the data carrying
radio access bearer 402, or subsequent reconfiguration after
having been established, can account for any concurrent voice
connections between the UE 202 and the wireless communi-
cation network.

Different versions (or releases) of a communications pro-
tocol can use radio access bearers having different properties.
Radio access bearers for the initial “release 99” version of
UMTS can support packet switched data connections up to
384 kbit/s. A data rate allocated to a “release 99” radio access
bearer can be established during initialization and changed by
reconfiguration while active. Subsequent versions of UMTS,
referred to as “release 5” and “release 6” of UMTS, include
high speed packet access (HSPA) capabilities for downlink
and uplink directions respectively. Data rates supported using
HSPA radio access bearers can be substantially higher than
those supported using “release 99” radio access bearers. In
addition, an HSPA wireless communication network can
dynamically assign bandwidth for an HSP A radio access
bearer without using radio bearer reconfiguration messages.

A wireless communication network can support multiple
versions of UMTS simultaneously to remain backwards com-
patible with existing equipment already in use in the field. The
UMTS communication protocol can permit establishing
“release 99” radio access bearers or HSPA radio access bear-
ers in each direction independently. An established radio
access bearer can also be reconfigured by the wireless com-
munication network, changing from an HSPA radio access
bearer to a “release 99” radio access bearer. In particular,
inactivity on an established data connection through a radio
access bearer can cause the network to downgrade the radio
access bearer. Downgrading can include reconfiguring from
an HSP A radio access bearer to a “release 99” radio access
bearer and decreasing a data rate allocated to a “release 99”
radio access bearer. The wireless communication network
can choose to conserve network resources by lowering the
data rate allocated to radio access bearers used over connec-
tions between the UE 202 and the wireless communication
network when possible.

For connections between the UE 202 and the wireless
communication network that only use data carrying radio
access bearers 404 without a simultaneous voice carrying
radio access bearer 402, a reconfiguration of one or more of
the data carrying radio access bearers 404 to match a user’s
data activity can have minimal impact. Even if the data car-
rying radio access bearers 404 can be disconnected and
require re-establishment because of poor transmission quality
ona parallel signaling radio access bearer, the user can simply
perceive a delay in data transfer. Services that can operate
with delays, such as surfing the internet or reading email, can
tolerate connection interruptions. For connections between
the UE 202 and the wireless network that include a simulta-
neous voice carrying radio access bearer 402, dropping the
data connections (which can result in simultaneously drop-
ping the voice connection) can be immediately obvious to the
user of the UE 202. As the wireless communication network
can be aware of simultaneous voice carrying radio access
bearers 402 and data carrying radio access bearers 404
between itself and the UE 202, the wireless communication
network can delay or restrict reconfiguration of the data car-
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rying radio access bearers 404 while the voice carrying radio
access bearer 402 is actively connected,

In some embodiments, delay or restrictions of reconfigu-
ration of data carrying radio access bearers 404 can depend on
one or more measured signal transmission qualities of the
connection between the UE 202 and the RNS 204 in addition
to the presence of a simultaneous voice carrying radio access
bearer, Representative signal transmission qualities of wire-
less communication networks that can be measured include
received signal code power (RSCP), received signal strength
indicator (RSSI) and received energy per chip of a pilot chan-
nel divided by total noise/interference (Eclo), When one or
more measured signal transmission qualities are lower than
pre-determined threshold values, reconfiguration of data car-
rying radio access bearers (or any other lengthy signaling
messaging that can incur transmission errors and cause a
release of both the data carrying radio access bearers and
simultaneous voice carrying radio access bearers) can be
restricted or delayed until transmission signal quality
improves when the simultaneous voice carrying radio access
bearer is active.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exchange that can occur during a
multiple radio access bearer (MRAB) connection setup,
reconfiguration, and release between a user equipment (UE)
202 and elements of a wireless communication network. To
simplify the diagram shown in FIG. 5, multiple individual
commands that can be sent between the UE 202 and the
wireless communication network to execute an operation are
represented in some cases as a single bi-directional exchange.
Individual elements of the wireless communication network
that can send and receive signaling commands are not shown
explicitly.

Initially, a higher layer radio resource control (RRC) con-
nection request 502 can be sent by the UE 202 or by the
wireless communication network to establish a higher layer
signaling connection. The RRC connection can be subse-
quently set up 504 and completed 506, After establishment of
the higher layer RRC signaling connection, a circuit switched
(CS) voice connection can be set up 508 and a voice carrying
CS radio access bearer (RAE) can be allocated 510 by the
wireless communication network. After establishment of the
CS connection, a packet switched (PS) data connection can be
subsequently requested and set up 512. Establishing the PS
data connection can be initiated by the UE 202, e.g. the user
sending data to establish an internet browsing session, or by
the network, e.g. to push an email notification to the UE 202.
A PS radio access bearer can be allocated 514 with an initial
data rate assigned. The initial data rate can be chosen by the
network based on one or more factors, such as a requested
data rate by the UE 202, an indication of transmission buffer
fullness at the UE 202, a measure of transmission channel
capacity between the UE 202 and the RNS 216 or an estimate
of data traffic loading for multiple UEs 202 served by the
same RNS 216 among others. In FIG. 5, the PS radio access
bearer can be assigned a downlink (DL ) data rate of 128 kbit/s
and an uplink (UL) data rate of 64 kbit/s.

After establishment of the PS connection between the UE
202 and the wireless communication network, the network
can choose to reconfigure the PS connection by “downgrad-
ing” the data carrying PS radio access bearer. Reconfiguration
of the PS RAB can be initiated by the wireless communica-
tion network based on changes to any of several factors,
including those used to set the initial data rate of the PS RAB
when establishing the PS RAB. For example, inactivity over
the PS connection for a period of time can result in the
wireless communication network perceiving that resources
can be de-allocated from the UE 202 and can be reallocated to
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another user or can be reserved for future allocation. Alterna-
tively, messages can be sent by the wireless communication
network to “upgrade” the PS connection in order to accom-
modate additional data generated by the UE 202 or originat-
ing from the wireless communication network.

As shown by the sequence in FIG. 5, the initial PSRAB can
be allocated as a “release 99”” RAB having a data rate capacity
of 64 kbit/s in the uplink (UL) direction and 128 kbit/s in the
downlink (DL) direction. The data rate capacity in each direc-
tion, uplink and downlink, can be reconfigured separately
using reconfiguration commands. As a result of a change in
data activity or pending data or other transmission character-
istics, the PS RAB can be upgraded by a PS RAB reconfigu-
ration 516 message (or sequence of messages) to a higher 128
kbit/s data rate capacity in the UL direction. The upgraded PS
RAB can accommodate additional UL data generated by the
user of the UE 202. Subsequently, the PS RAB can be
upgraded again by another PS RAB reconfiguration 518 to a
higher 384 kbit/s data rate capacity in the DL direction to
carry more DL data generated by the wireless communication
network. After a period of inactivity in the UL direction, the
wireless network can downgrade the PS RAB using the PS
RAB reconfiguration 520 to a lower 32 kbit/s data rate capac-
ity in the UL direction. With continued inactivity in both the
UL and DL directions, the wireless network can effectively
downgrade the PS connection entirely to a 0 kbit/s data rate
capacity in both the UL and DL directions using the PS RAB
reconfiguration 522. Alternatively, the wireless network can
release the data carrying RAB 524 entirely by de-allocating
its resources.

Each of the reconfiguration commands illustrated in FIG. 5
can require a sequence of RLC PDUs that extend over a
significant time period and can be prone to errors in reception
as described earlier. If the signaling connection between the
UE 202 and the wireless communication network is weak and
vulnerable to transmission errors, then any of the upgrade,
downgrade or release reconfiguration messages can be lost or
corrupted. If the wireless network cannot complete the recon-
figuration properly, then both the data carrying PS connection
and a simultaneous voice carrying CS connection between
the UE 202 and the wireless communication network can be
released by the wireless network. Thus it can be preferred to
restrict or delay any reconfiguration or release messages for a
data carrying PS connection until a concurrent voice carrying
CS connection is released first.

FIG. 6 illustrates a state transition diagram 600 for a UE
202 connected in various radio access bearer configurations
to a wireless communication network. The state transition
diagram 600 includes state transitions that can be allowed and
also state transitions that can be disallowed to improve call
stability. Initially, in state 602, no voice CS or data PS con-
nection can exist between the UE 202 and the wireless com-
munication network. The UE 202 can transition to having a
CS only connection in state 604 by establishing a CS radio
access bearer through state transition 612. (Request, setup,
allocation, configuration and any other steps necessary to
establish the CS only connection can be implicitly included in
the state transition 612.) When in the CS only connection 604
state, the UE 202 or the wireless communication network can
release the CS radio access bearer (state transition 614) to
return to a no connection state 602. If the UE 202 or the
wireless communication network establishes a data carrying
radio access bearer to support a data PS connection while a
voice CS connection is active, then an HSPA RAB can be
established as shown by state transition 616. (An HSPA RAB
can be preferred to a Release 99 RAB for the PS data con-
nection during a simultaneous CS and PS connection.) The
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UE 202 can then be connected to the wireless communication
network simultaneously through a CS connection for voice
and a HSPA PS connection for data (state 606).

Once in the combined CS and PS connected state 606, a
release or reconfiguration of the HSPA PS radio access bearer
can be disallowed to improve call stability. This disallowance
can be predicated on a determination of the UE 202 capabili-
ties, by a request from the UE 202 to the wireless communi-
cation network, or on an estimate of the quality of the trans-
mission channel between the UE 202 and the wireless
communication network. Thus is some cases, certain disal-
lowed transitions can be prohibited in the combined CS and
PS connected state 606, such as when signal quality condi-
tions are poor and reconfiguration messages can be prone to
errors. In other cases, the one or more of the “disallowed”
transitions can be allowed, such as when signal quality con-
ditions are excellent and reconfiguration messages can be
expected to be received with a low probability of error. Alter-
natively, the disallowance can be set irrespective of radio
access network transmission quality conditions.

Certain state transitions in the CS and PS connected state
606 can be conditionally (or unconditionally) prohibited as
described above. A release of the HSP A PS radio access
bearer can be not allowed as indicated by crossed out state
transition 618. Similarly a reconfiguration of the HSPA PS
radio access bearer can be not permitted as shown by the
crossed out state transition 620. A downgrade of the HSP A
PS radio access bearer to a “release 99” PS RAB can also be
not permitted as indicated by the crossed out state transition
622. Instead, the UE 202 and the wireless network can wait to
realize any changes to the HSPA PS radio access bearer until
after the voice CS radio access bearer is released through state
transition 632.

The CS radio access bearer can be released as shown by
state transition 632, resulting in a data carrying HSPA PS
connection only state 610. Alternatively, an HSPA PS RAB
can be established by the UE 202 and the wireless commu-
nication network from the “no connection” state 602 transi-
tioning to the HSPA PS connection only state 610 via state
transition 642. Once in the HSPA PS only connection state
610, the UE 202 and the wireless communication network can
downgrade the PS radio access bearer from HSP A to R99 as
shown by state transition 636. As no voice CS connection can
be active in the HSPA PS only connection state 610, an
exchange of reconfiguration messages to realize a downgrade
of the PS radio access bearer cannot impact a non-existent
voice call. Similarly in the HSPA PS only connection state
610, the HSPA radio access bearer can be reconfigured as
shown by state transition 640. When in the HSPA PS only
connection state 610, the HSPA PS radio access bearer can
also be released as shown by state transition 638 to the no
connection state 602. If the UE 202 and the wireless commu-
nication network add a CS radio access bearer transitioning
from the HSPA PS only connection state 610 to the CS and
HSP A PS connection state 606 (via state transition 634), then
a downgrade, release or reconfiguration of the PS HSP A
RAB can again be conditionally prohibited.

If'a “release 99” PS radio access bearer is established from
the “no connection” state 602, as shown by state transition
628, then the UE 202 can be connected to the wireless net-
work in a “release 99” data carrying PS connection only state
608. As in the HSPA PS only state 610, the data carrying PS
radio access bearer can be reconfigured (state transition 626)
or released (state transition 630) without impacting any non-
existent voice connections. The PS radio access bearer can
also be “upgraded” from a “release 99” RAB to an HSP A
RAB by state transition 644.
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Ifa voice CS connection is established after a data carrying
release 99 PS connection is established, e.g. establishing a
voice call starting from the R99 PS only connection state 608,
then preferably the release 99 radio access bearer can be
reconfigured to an HSPA radio access bearer when establish-
ing the CS radio access bearer for the voice call (state transi-
tion 624). While “release 99” PS connections can realize low
power consumption at the UE 202 to conserve battery power,
once a CS voice connection is active, the power savings for an
“inactive” data connection can be less important than guar-
anteeing call stability for the concurrent voice connection.
Once in a combined CS and HSPA PS connection (state 606)
the HSPA connection can remain active without impacting
network radio resources, as uplink transmissions can occur
only when data exists to send and when access grants from the
wireless communication network are received by the UE 202.
Without data to send, the uplink HSPA PS connection can be
idle but ready for transmission. By using the HSPA PS radio
access bearer with dynamic bandwidth allocation, rather than
a fixed bandwidth data rate “release 99” radio access bearer
when in the combined CS voice and PS data connection (state
606), reconfiguration of the PS data radio access bearer canbe
delayed without penalty to the network and with improved
call stability for the combined CS voice and PS data connec-
tion.

Restriction of the use of certain state transitions, such as
downgrade 622, reconfiguration 620 and release 618, as
shown in FIG. 6 can depend on additional conditional factors.
For example, when connected to the UE 202, the wireless
network can monitor signal quality between the UE 202 and
the wireless access portion of the wireless network. When the
downlink signal quality, uplink signal quality, or both signal
qualities fall below a pre-determined signal quality threshold,
the wireless network can restrict changes to the data connec-
tion resources as shown in FIG. 6. When one or more of the
signal qualities exceeds the pre-determined signal quality
threshold (or a second higher pre-determined signal quality
threshold), the wireless network can use one or more of the
restricted state transitions, such as reconfiguration 620, as the
probability of errors in transmission of the signaling message
can be quite low.

Signaling messages that can affect a simultaneous voice
and data connection can be restricted, delayed or denied
under various conditions as described above. In some cases,
certain signaling messages can be delayed when the UE 202
is connected to the wireless network in one or more states. In
addition, which signaling messages to delay by the wireless
network can depend on properties of the signaling message,
such as its intended effect on a data connection, voice con-
nection or both. Whether to delay a signaling message can
also depend on an estimate of a transmission time required to
transmit the entire signaling message to the UE 202. Short
messages, such as those that can require only one link layer
protocol data unit to transmit can be allowed, while longer
messages, such as those that require more than a pre-deter-
mined number of link layer protocol data units to transmit can
be restricted or delayed. The “length” of transmission of the
signaling message can be estimated or measured by a number
of constituent protocol data units or a transmission time or
another appropriate measure. The estimated or measured
“length” can be used to determine whether to delay the sig-
naling message when the UE 202 and the wireless network
are connected in certain states, such as during a simultaneous
voice and data connection.

FIG. 7 illustrates a representative method 700 to manage
radio resources between a mobile device and a wireless net-
work. A network element, such as a radio network subsystem,
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in a wireless network can detect a simultaneous voice con-
nection and data connection between the mobile device and
the wireless network as indicated by step 702. Each of the
voice connection and data connection can use separate radio
resources on which to transport signals between the mobile
device and the wireless network. Signaling for the voice and
data connections can also use radio resources separate from
radio resources used to transport the voice and data. While the
mobile device and the wireless network are connected by the
simultaneous voice and data connection, one or more signal-
ing messages can be delayed for transmission by the wireless
network as shown in step 704. In step 706, the network
element in the wireless network can detect that the voice
connection terminates. Subsequently, in step 708, the signal-
ing message delayed by the wireless network can be trans-
mitted to the mobile device. In some embodiments, whether
to delay the signaling message can depend on a signal quality
of connections between the mobile device and the wireless
network. Higher signal quality can permit transmission of the
signaling message without delay, while lower signal quality
can restrict transmission of the signaling message until the
voice connection terminates or the signal quality improves. In
some embodiments, whether to delay the signaling message
can depend on the type of signaling message. Certain signal-
ing messages that can affect the configuration of the voice
connection or the data connection can be delayed, while other
signaling messages can be allowed. In some embodiments,
whether to delay the signaling message can depend on an
estimate of the time to transmit the signaling message to the
mobile device. Signaling messages that require multiple pro-
tocol data units to transmit can be delayed, while other sig-
naling messages that require only one protocol data unit can
be transmitted. Alternatively, signaling messages that can
require a transmission time greater than a time interval thresh-
old can be delayed, while other signaling messages that
require a short transmission time interval can be permitted.

FIG. 8 illustrates a second method 800 to manage radio
resources between the mobile device and the wireless net-
work. In step 802, a network element in the wireless network
can detect simultaneous voice and data connections between
the mobile device and the wireless network. Each of the voice
and data connections can use separate radio resources. In step
804, a signaling connection associated with the simultaneous
voice and data connection can be estimated (or measured) by
the mobile device or the wireless network for signal quality.
The signal quality ofthe signaling connection can be based on
one or more measures, such as received signal strength,
received signal to interference ratios, or similar signal quality
metrics. The estimated signal quality can be compared with a
pre-determined signal quality threshold in step 806. When the
signal quality exceeds the pre-determined threshold, then a
probability of signaling messages being corrupted in trans-
mission can be low. In step 812 a signaling message can be
transmitted.

When the estimated signal quality of the signaling connec-
tion falls below the pre-determined threshold as determined
in step 806, then a signaling message for the data connection
intended for transmission to the mobile device by the wireless
network can be delayed in step 808 by the wireless network.
In step 810, the wireless network can determine if the voice
connection is still active. When the voice connection remains
active with the data connection, the steps of estimating and
comparing signal quality against the pre-determined signal
quality threshold can be repeated. If the signal quality has
improved as determined in step 806 then the delayed signal-
ing message can be transmitted in step 812, otherwise the
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signaling message can continue to be delayed by the wireless
network until the voice connection terminates.

FIG. 9 illustrates yet another embodiment of a method 900
to manage radio resources between a mobile device and a
wireless network. In step 902, a voice connection and a data
connection can be established between the mobile device and
the wireless network. The voice connection and the data
connection can use separate radio resources, such as different
radio access bearers. In step 904, the wireless network can
queue a signaling message for the data connection. In step
906, the wireless network can estimate a time interval
required to transmit the signaling message to the mobile
device. In step 908, the estimated time interval can be com-
pared with a pre-determined time interval threshold. If the
time interval required to transmit the signaling message for
the data connection does not exceed the predetermined trans-
mission time interval threshold, then in step 916, the wireless
network can transmit the signaling message for the data con-
nection to the mobile device. If, however, in step 908 the
estimated time interval exceeds the predetermined transmis-
sion time interval threshold, then in step 910, the signal qual-
ity of a connection between the wireless network and the
mobile device can be compared with a pre-determined signal
quality threshold. The signal quality can include any of a
signal strength, a signal to noise/interference ratio, a signal
quality metric or other signal quality measured by the mobile
device or the wireless network. If the signal quality does not
fall below the pre-determined signal quality threshold, then
the wireless network can transmit the signaling message for
the data connection in step 916. If the signal quality is Jess
than the pre-determined signal quality threshold, then in step
912, the wireless network can determine if the voice connec-
tion is active. If the voice connection has terminated, then the
signaling message can be transmitted in step 916. Otherwise,
the wireless network can delay transmission of the signaling
message in step 914. The signaling message can remain
delayed by the wireless network while the signal quality falls
below the pre-determined signal quality threshold and the
voice connection remains active.

By delaying signaling messages during a simultaneous
voice and data connection, particularly when signal quality
between the mobile device and the wireless network is low,
the wireless network can minimize the probability of releas-
ing the voice connection due to being unable to transmit
successfully the signaling message. Signaling messages that
pertain to the data connection, such as those that require
multiple protocol data units or a long time interval to transmit,
can be prone to errors when transmitted on connections with
weak signal quality. A user of the mobile device can tolerate
a delay in changes to the data connection until signal quality
conditions improve or until the voice connection terminates.
An inadvertent release of the voice connection because of
errors in signaling for a concurrent data connection can be
thus a voided or minimized.

Various aspects of the described embodiments can be
implemented by software, hardware or a combination of
hardware and software. The described embodiments can also
be embodied as computer readable code on a computer read-
able medium for controlling manufacturing operations or as
computer readable code on a computer readable medium for
controlling a manufacturing line used to fabricate thermo-
plastic molded parts. The computer readable medium is any
data storage device that can store data which can thereafter be
read by a computer system. Examples of the computer read-
able medium include read-only memory, random-access
memory, CD-ROMs, DVDs, magnetic tape, optical data stor-
age devices, and carrier waves. The computer readable
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medium can also be distributed over network-coupled com-
puter systems so that the computer readable code is stored and
executed in a distributed fashion.

The various aspects, embodiments, implementations or
features of the described embodiments can be used separately
or in any combination. The foregoing description, for pur-
poses of explanation, used specific nomenclature to provide a
thorough understanding of the invention. However, it will be
apparent to one skilled in the art that the specific details are
not required in order to practice the invention. Thus, the
foregoing descriptions of specific embodiments of the present
invention are presented for purposes of illustration and
description. They are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit
the invention to the precise forms disclosed. It will be appar-
ent to one of ordinary skill in the art that many modifications
and variations are possible in view of the above teachings.

The embodiments were chosen and described in order to
best explain the principles of the invention and its practical
applications, to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best
utilize the invention and various embodiments with various
modifications as are suited to the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile device configured to control reconfiguration of
multiple radio access bearers, the mobile device comprising:

at least one wireless interface;

a processor in data communication with the at least one

wireless interface; and

a computer readable apparatus having a non-transitory

storage medium comprising at least one computer pro-

gram, the at least one computer program configured to,

when executed, cause the mobile device to, when the

mobile device has established both a voice connection

and a data connection with a wireless network:

perform one or more signal quality measurements of the
data connection;

evaluate one or more reconfiguration restriction thresh-
olds based on the one or more signal quality measure-
ments; and

when at least one of the one or more reconfiguration
thresholds have been exceeded, restrict reconfigura-
tion of the data connection with the wireless network.

2. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
one or more reconfiguration thresholds is evaluated based on
a reconfiguration message to be transmitted over the data
connection.

3. The mobile device of claim 2, wherein at least one of the
one or more reconfiguration thresholds is based on a length of
the reconfiguration message.

4. The mobile device of claim 2, wherein at least one of the
one or more thresholds is based on an estimated transmission
time to transmit the reconfiguration message over the data
connection.

5. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the at least one
computer program is further configured to, when executed,
cause the mobile device to:

detect a termination of the voice connection; and

in response to the detected termination, remove at least one

reconfiguration restriction of the data connection.

6. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the restriction of
the reconfiguration of the data connection comprising at least
a delay of a transmission of a request to release resources
allocated to the data connection.

7. A base station apparatus configured to control reconfigu-
ration of multiple radio access bearers between a wireless
network and a mobile device, the base station apparatus com-
prising:
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one or more wireless interfaces; and
logic in data communication with the one or more wireless
interfaces, the logic configured to cause the base station
apparatus to:
detect that a mobile device is simultaneously maintain-
ing a voice connection and a data connection with the
wireless network; and
based upon at least the detection, restrict one or more
reconfiguration signaling associated with the data
connection of the mobile device, wherein at least one
of the one or more reconfiguration signaling is
restricted when a signal quality associated with the
data connection is under a quality threshold.

8. The base station apparatus of claim 7, wherein the logic
is further configured to cause the base station apparatus to:

detect a termination of the voice connection; and

upon the detected termination, remove the restriction of the

one or more reconfiguration signaling.

9. The base station apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
restriction at least comprises a prevention of a transmission of
the one or more reconfiguration signaling.

10. The base station apparatus of claim 9, wherein the logic
is further configured to cause the base station apparatus to
prevent the transmission of the one or more reconfiguration
signaling until the voice connection is terminated.

11. The base station apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
restriction of the one or more reconfiguration signaling is
further based at least in part on a type of a reconfiguration
signaling of the one or more reconfiguration signaling.

12. The base station apparatus of claim 7, wherein:

the logic is further configured to cause the base station

apparatus to estimate a time to complete transmission of
areconfiguration signaling of the one or more reconfigu-
ration signaling; and

the restriction of the one or more reconfiguration signaling

is further based at least in part on the estimation.
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13. A method for managing resources between a mobile
wireless device and a wireless network, the method compris-
ing:

determining when the mobile wireless device is maintain-

ing both a voice and a data connection with the wireless
network;

based at least upon the determination:

evaluating one or more parameters associated with the
data connection; and

restricting one or more reconfiguration signaling mes-
sages for the data connection based at least in part on
the evaluation;

detecting a termination of the voice connection; and

in response to the detected termination, removing the

restrictions on the one or more signaling messages ofthe
data connection.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein:

atleast one of the one or more parameters comprise a signal

quality measurement of the data connection; and

at least one of the one or more reconfiguration signaling

messages is restricted when the signal quality measure-
ments is below a signal quality threshold.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the restriction of the
one or more reconfiguration signaling messages comprises
delaying transmission of at least one of the one or more
reconfiguration signaling messages.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein:

the evaluated one or more parameters comprise a length of

the one or more reconfiguration signaling messages; and

a reconfiguration signaling message of the one or more

reconfiguration signaling messages is restricted when
the length of the reconfiguration signaling message
exceeds a length threshold.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the length of the one
or more reconfiguration signaling messages is based a num-
ber of protocol data units (PDU) of a reconfiguration signal-
ing message.



