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ANIMAL EXCREMENT PICKER

This application claims the benefit under 35 USC 119(e) of
Provisional application 61/897,333 filed Oct. 30, 2013.

The present invention pertains to pickers and, more par-
ticularly, to a device for gathering animal excrement.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

U.S. Pat. No. 4,422,681 (Laroche) issued Dec. 27, 1983
discloses an animal excrement picker which includes a handle
with an elongated shank portion with a plate secured to the
lower end thereof; a plurality of spikes are mounted to this
plate and are enclosed in a housing that includes a top wall
and a downwardly extending peripheral side wall; inside the
housing, a perforated plate is provided with a series of open-
ings, each in axial alignment with a respective spike; the top
wall of the housing has a collar portion which frictionally
engages the shank portion of the handle so that the spikes will
remain in a lowermost position after having picked an excre-
ment; a metallic plate may be added to the picker housing to
close the open end thereof and is fixed thereto by means of
magnets mounted to the side wall of the housing

The above design does not allow a visual placement of the
element to be picked so that both picking and discarding are
done blindly. It is not therefore visible whether the element
has been properly picked up or that it has been fully ejected
without having to turn the unit upside-down to inspect it.

The picker disclosed herein is more cost effective to manu-
facture/produce than the above prior art. The prior art device
would cost a lot more to produce and is more difficult to
operate and clean thoroughly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide an animal
picker which allows viewing of the element to be picked
during the picking action.

According to the invention there is provided an animal
excrement picker comprising:

a handle having an elongated shank portion;

a plurality of support bars arranged in an array lying in a
plane at right angles to the shank portion and secured to one
end of said shank so as to be held in fixed position relative
thereto;

each bar carrying a plurality of spikes mounted to said bar
and extending downwardly therefrom;

the spikes thus being arranged in an array of generally
parallel spikes in generally parallel rows and columns with
the spikes extending downwardly for engaging into and hold-
ing thereon an excrement element, when moved into a
required position by the handle;

a push member operable to move longitudinally of the
spikes by a manually operable component for discarding the
element from the spikes;

the push member comprising a plurality of spaced parallel
discard bars with each bar extending in a space between two
parallel rows of the spikes so as to be movable along the
spikes to push the element off the spikes.

The pusher bars on the present design and the spacing of
the spikes on the support bars allows the operator to see
directly through the unit to visually place it accurately/tacti-
cally on the element. The user can thus see both picking and
discharge. In view of the spacing also, sanitary cleaning is
also easier with the design because there is no plates for the
excrement to collect between and the wider spacing of the
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2

simple bars which are as thin as possible and supported by
minimum material allows cleaning fluid to enter these spaces
for effective cleaning action.

Preferably there is no housing surrounding or above the
spikes so that the element is visible on the spikes.

Preferably the discard bars are spaced with open areas
therebetween to allow viewing of the element between the
discard bars.

Preferably the discard bars are supported and connected
together by only one or two connector bars at right angles to
the discard bars to allow viewing of the element between the
discard bars and the connector bar or bars.

Preferably the discard bars are supported and connected
together by a single connector bar at right angles to the dis-
card bars and arranged at an end of the rows of spikes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

One embodiment of the invention will now be described in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a picker according to the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the picker of FIG. 1

FIG. 3 is a perspective view from the bottom of the picker
of FIG. 1.

In the drawings like characters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the drawings, the animal excrement picker
comprises a handle, generally denoted 10, which comprises
an elongated shank portion 12 with a gripping portion 14 at
one end thereof and a support 16 fixedly mounted to the other
end thereof. To the lower side of support 16 are secured a
plurality of spikes 20 which, in the embodiment illustrated,
are in the form ofnails; other elongated pin-like structures can
be used. The provision of many spikes and having them very
close together permits the pick-up of excrement, such as 22,
that may have a large range of consistency.

The support of the spikes comprises a plurality of support
bars 17 to 21 arranged in an array lying in a plane at right
angles to the shank portion 12 and secured to one end of said
shank 12 so as to be held in fixed position relative thereto.

Each supportbar 17 to 21 carries a plurality ofthe spikes 20
mounted to the bar and extending downwardly therefrom
with the spikes thus being arranged in an array of generally
parallel spikes in generally parallel rows R1 to R5 and col-
umns C1 to C5 with the spikes extending downwardly for
engaging into and holding thereon an excrement element,
when manually moved by the user into a required position by
the handle.

The push member 24 is operable to move longitudinally of
the spikes by a manually operable component for discarding
the element from the spikes at the handle 10.

The push member comprises a plurality of spaced parallel
discard bars 241 to 245 with each bar extending in a space
between two parallel rows R1 to R5 of the spikes so as to be
movable along the spikes to push the element 22 off the
spikes.

There is no housing surrounding or above the spikes so that
the element 22 is visible on the spikes and the discard bars 241
are spaced with open areas therebetween to allow viewing of
the element between the discard bars. The discard bars 241
are supported and connected together by only a single con-
nector bar 24C at right angles to the discard bars and arranged
at an end of the rows of spikes.
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To free the excrement, a required force will be exerted on
the manually operable element of the handle 10 to overcome
the resistance of a spring 13 and push the discard bars 241 to
the bottom of the spikes to release the element 22.

Since various modifications can be made in my invention
as herein above described, and many apparently widely dif-
ferent embodiments of same made within the spirit and scope
of'the claims without department from such spirit and scope,
it is intended that all matter contained in the accompanying
specification shall be interpreted as illustrative only and not in
a limiting sense.

The invention claimed is:

1. An animal excrement picker comprising:

a handle having an elongated shank portion;

a plurality of support bars arranged in an array lying in a
plane at right angles to the shank portion and secured to
one end of said shank so as to be held in fixed position
relative thereto;

each bar carrying a plurality of spikes mounted to said bar
and extending downwardly therefrom;

the spikes thus being arranged in an array of generally
parallel spikes in generally parallel rows and columns
with the spikes extending downwardly for engaging into
and holding thereon an excrement element, when moved
into a required position by the handle;

a push member operable to move longitudinally of the
spikes by a manually operable component for discarding
the element from the spikes;

the push member comprising a plurality of spaced parallel
discard bars with each bar extending in a space between
two parallel rows of the spikes so as to be movable along
the spikes to push the element off the spikes;

wherein the discard bars are supported and connected
together by only one or two connector bars at right
angles to the discard bars to allow viewing of the element
between the discard bars and the connector bar or bars.

2. The animal excrement picker according to claim 1
wherein there is no housing surrounding or above the spikes
so that the element is visible on the spikes.

3. The animal excrement picker according to claim 1
wherein the discard bars are spaced with open areas therebe-
tween to allow viewing of the element between the discard
bars.

4. An animal excrement picker comprising:

a handle having an elongated shank portion;

a plurality of support bars arranged in an array lying in a
plane at right angles to the shank portion and secured to
one end of said shank so as to be held in fixed position
relative thereto;

each bar carrying a plurality of spikes mounted to said bar
and extending downwardly therefrom;

the spikes thus being arranged in an array of generally
parallel spikes in generally parallel rows and columns
with the spikes extending downwardly for engaging into
and holding thereon an excrement element, when moved
into a required position by the handle;
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a push member operable to move longitudinally of the
spikes by a manually operable component for discarding
the element from the spikes;

the push member comprising a plurality of spaced parallel
discard bars with each bar extending in a space between
two parallel rows of the spikes so as to be movable along
the spikes to push the element off the spikes;

wherein the discard bars are supported and connected
together by a single connector bar at right angles to the
discard bars and arranged at an end of the rows of spikes.

5. The animal excrement picker according to claim 4
wherein there is no housing surrounding or above the spikes
so that the element is visible on the spikes.

6. The animal excrement picker according to claim 4
wherein the discard bars are spaced with open areas therebe-
tween to allow viewing of the element between the discard
bars.

7. An animal excrement picker comprising:

a handle having an elongated shank portion;

a plurality of support bars arranged in an array lying in a
plane at right angles to the shank portion and secured to
one end of said shank so as to be held in fixed position
relative thereto;

each bar carrying a plurality of spikes mounted to said bar
and extending downwardly therefrom;

the spikes thus being arranged in an array of generally
parallel spikes in generally parallel rows and columns
with the spikes extending downwardly for engaging into
and holding thereon an excrement element, when moved
into a required position by the handle;

a push member operable to move longitudinally of the
spikes by a manually operable component for discarding
the element from the spikes;

the push member comprising a plurality of spaced parallel
discard bars with each bar extending in a space between
two parallel rows of the spikes so as to be movable along
the spikes to push the element off the spikes;

wherein the support bars are supported and connected
together by only one or two connector bars at right
angles to the support bars to allow viewing of the ele-
ment between the support bars and the connector bar or
bars.

8. The animal excrement picker according to claim 7
wherein the discard bars are supported and connected
together by only one or two connector bars at right angles to
the discard bars to allow viewing of the element between the
discard bars and the connector bar or bars.

9. The animal excrement picker according to claim 7
wherein there is no housing surrounding or above the spikes
so that the element is visible on the spikes.

10. The animal excrement picker according to claim 7
wherein the discard bars are spaced with open areas therebe-
tween to allow viewing of the element between the discard
bars.



