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(57) ABSTRACT

The lighting device of the present invention includes: a power
source configured to supply power to a plurality of light
sources; and a cooling control circuit configured to control a
plurality of cooling devices for respectively cooling the plu-
rality of light sources. The cooling control circuit includes a
power supply circuit, a plurality of output circuits, a plurality
of temperature measurement circuits, and an output control
circuit. The power supply circuit outputs a constant voltage
by use of power from the power source. The output circuits
receive the constant voltage from the power supply circuit and
supply drive voltages to the plurality of cooling devices
respectively. The temperature measurement circuits measure
temperatures of the plurality of light sources respectively. The
output control circuit regulates the drive voltages respectively
supplied from the plurality of output circuits based on the
temperatures respectively measured by the plurality of tem-
perature measurement circuits.

12 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
LIGHTING DEVICE AND LIGHTING
FIXTURE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a lighting device and a
lighting fixture using the same.

BACKGROUND ART

In the past, there has been proposed an LED lighting device
including a driving circuit for a cooling device for cooling an
LED used as a light source. For example, such an LED light-
ing device is disclosed in document 1 (JP 2011-150936 A).

The LED lighting device disclosed in this document 1
includes: a DC power source; a series circuit connected
between output terminals of the DC power source and con-
stituted by connecting a plurality of LEDs; and a cooling
device driver for dissipating heat generated by the LEDs. The
cooling device driver is connected in parallel with at least one
LED of the series circuit. Thus, a DC voltage developed
across the at least one LED of the series circuit is supplied to
the cooling device driver.

However, in the future, an output of an LED is expected to
be more increased. Such an increase would cause an increase
in a forward current supplied, and also cause an increase in a
forward current supplied to an LED for providing power for
the cooling device. Hence, according to the prior art, it is
necessary to use an LED able to resist an increase in a forward
current as the LED for providing power for the cooling
device. This causes an increase in a production cost.

In addition, when a plurality of high power LEDs are
employed, a metal member such as a heat dissipation member
(e.g., aheatsink) for dissipating heat of the LEDs is necessary.
In some cases, a cooling device for cooling the heat dissipa-
tion member is needed. Further, when a plurality of light
sources constituted by LEDs are employed, each light source
requires a cooling device. However, such lighting fixtures to
be used may have different structures and different heat dis-
sipation structures. This causes a disadvantage that it is nec-
essary to design an optimal configuration of a power source
circuit for a cooling device for each lighting fixture.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Inview ofthe above insufficiency, the present invention has
been aimed to propose a lighting device and a lighting fixture
which are manufactured with a lowered cost and do not
require a change of a configuration of a power supply circuit
depending on a structure of the lighting fixture and a heat
dissipation structure.

The lighting device of the first aspect in accordance with
the present invention includes: a power source and a cooling
control circuit. The power source is configured to supply
power to a plurality of light sources. The cooling control
circuit is configured to control a plurality of cooling devices
for respectively cooling the plurality of light sources. The
cooling control circuit includes a power supply circuit, a
plurality of output circuits, a plurality of temperature mea-
surement circuits, and an output control circuit. The power
supply circuit is configured to output a constant voltage by
use of power from the power source. The plurality of output
circuits are configured to receive the constant voltage from
the power supply circuit and supply drive voltages to the
plurality of cooling devices to drive the plurality of cooling
devices, respectively. The plurality of temperature measure-
ment circuits are configured to measure temperatures of the
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2

plurality of light sources respectively. The output control
circuit is configured to regulate the drive voltages to be
respectively supplied from the plurality of output circuits
based on the temperatures respectively measured by the plu-
rality of temperature measurement circuits.

With regard to the lighting device of the second aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to the first
aspect, the output control circuit is configured to calculate an
average temperature in a predetermined period for each of the
plurality of temperature measurement circuits, and regulate
each of the drive voltages of the plurality of output circuits
based on the average temperatures of a corresponding one of
the plurality of temperature measurement circuits.

With regard to the lighting device of the third aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to the first
or second aspect, the output control circuit is configured to,
when determining that all the temperatures respectively mea-
sured by the plurality of temperature measurement circuits
are not greater than a first temperature, regulate the drive
voltages of the plurality of output circuits to a same voltage.
The output control circuit is configured to, when determining
that at least one of the temperatures respectively measured by
the plurality of temperature measurement circuits is greater
than the first temperature, regulate the drive voltages of the
plurality of output circuits to different voltages.

With regard to the lighting device of the fourth aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to the first
or second aspect, the output control circuit has a plurality of
correspondence information pieces each defining a corre-
spondence relation between the temperatures and the drive
voltages. The output control circuit is configured to determine
the drive voltages of the plurality of output circuits based on
the temperatures respectively measured by the plurality of
temperature measurement circuits by use of the plurality of
correspondence information pieces. The plurality of corre-
spondence information pieces have the same correspondence
relation between the temperatures and the drive voltages in a
range of equal to or less than a first temperature, and have
different correspondence relations between the temperatures
and the drive voltages in a range of more than the first tem-
perature.

With regard to the lighting device of the fifth aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to any one
of the first to fourth aspects, the output control circuit is
configured to operate the plurality of output circuits singly in
order.

With regard to the lighting device of the sixth aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to any one
of'the first to fifth aspects, the lighting device further includes
a dimming circuit configured to dim the plurality of light
sources by regulating power supplied from the power source
to the plurality of light sources. The dimming circuit is con-
figured to, when determining that at least one of the tempera-
tures respectively measured by the plurality of temperature
measurement circuits exceeds a second temperature,
decrease the power supplied from the power source to the
plurality of light sources.

With regard to the lighting device of the seventh aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to any one
of'the firstto sixth aspects, each of the plurality of temperature
measurement circuits includes a thermosensitive device hav-
ing a characteristic value varying with a temperature.

With regard to the lighting device of the eighth aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to the
seventh aspect, the thermosensitive device is an NTC ther-
mistor, a PTC thermistor, or a CTR thermistor.
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With regard to the lighting device of the ninth aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to any one
of the first to eighth aspects, each of the plurality of cooling
devices is configured to increase a cooling capacity thereof
with an increase in the drive voltage supplied thereto. The
output control circuit is configured to increase the drive volt-
age with regard to each of the plurality of the output circuits
with an increase in the temperature measured by a corre-
sponding one of the plurality of temperature measurement
circuits.

With regard to the lighting device of the tenth aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to any one
of'the first to ninth aspects, the power source includes: a first
circuit and a second circuit. The first circuit is configured to
generate an output voltage which is constant. The second
circuit is configured to supply power to the plurality of light
sources by use of the output voltage generated by the first
circuit. The power supply circuit is configured to output the
constant voltage by use of the output voltage generated by the
first circuit.

With regard to the lighting device of the eleventh aspect in
accordance with the present invention, in addition to any one
of the first to tenth aspects, each of the plurality of light
sources is a solid state light emitting device.

The lighting fixture of the twelfth aspect in accordance
with the present invention includes: a fixture body for holding
a plurality of light sources and a plurality of cooling devices;
and a lighting device according to any one of the first to
eleventh aspects, for controlling the plurality of light sources
and the plurality of cooling devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a lighting
device of one embodiment in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a concrete circuit diagram illustrating the above
lighting device;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating an output control
circuit of the above lighting device;

FIG. 4 is a waveform chart illustrating operation of a first
output circuit of the above lighting device;

FIG. 5 is a waveform chart illustrating operation of a sec-
ond output circuit of the above lighting device;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating another example of a con-
figuration where light sources are connected in parallel;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
configuration where the light sources are connected in paral-
lel;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
configuration where the light sources are connected in paral-
lel;

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating another example of a con-
figuration where the light sources are connected in series;

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
configuration where the light sources are connected in series;

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
configuration where the light sources are connected in series;

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
configuration where the light sources are connected in series;

FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of a data table
of the above output control circuit;

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
data table of the above output control circuit;

FIG. 15 is a waveform chart illustrating operation of each
output circuit when the data table shown in FIG. 14 is used;

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram illustrating an embodiment
of'a lighting fixture in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 17 is a schematic diagram illustrating another
embodiment of the lighting fixture in accordance with the
present invention; and

FIG. 18 is a schematic diagram illustrating another
embodiment of a lighting fixture in accordance with the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following explanation referring to drawings is made to
a lighting device of one embodiment in accordance with the
present invention. Note that, in the present embodiment, the
expression “plurality of” means “two or more”.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the lighting device of the
present embodiment includes a power source (DC power
source) 1 and a cooling control circuit 2. The lighting device
of'the present embodiment is used for operating a plurality of
(two, in the present embodiment) light sources 3 (a first light
source 3A and a second light source 3B).

The voltage source (DC voltage source) 1 supplies power
to the plurality oflight sources 3. For example, the DC voltage
source 1 is configured to convert AC power from a commer-
cial AC power source AC1 into DC power and provide the
resultant DC power. The DC voltage source 1 includes a
rectifier 10, a voltage conversion circuit 11, and a current
measurement circuit 12. Alternatively, the DC voltage source
1 may be configured to covert DC power from another DC
power source into predetermined DC power (predetermined
DC voltage) and provide the resultant DC power. Or, the DC
voltage source 1 may be constituted by a battery (circuit
including a battery).

The rectifier 10 is constituted by a diode bridge circuit, for
example. The rectifier 10 is configured to perform full-wave
rectification on an AC current from the commercial AC power
source AC1 and thereby output a pulsating voltage.

As shown in FIG. 2, the voltage conversion circuit 11
includes a step-up chopper circuit (first circuit) 110 and a
step-down chopper circuit (second circuit) 111.

The step-up chopper circuit (first power supply circuit) 110
generates an output voltage which is constant. For example,
the step-up chopper circuit 110 includes an inductor L1, a
switching device Q1, a diode D1, a smoothing capacitor C1,
and a resistor R1, and is used for improving a power factor.
The resistor R1 is connected in series with the switching
device Q1 to detect a current flowing through the switching
device Q1. The step-up chopper circuit 110 regulates the
output voltage to a constant voltage by turning on and off the
switching device Q1 depending on the current detected by the
resistor R1. Note that, the step-up chopper circuit 110 may be
substituted with the smoothing capacitor C1 only.

The step-down chopper circuit (second power supply cir-
cuit) 111 is configured to supply power to the plurality of light
sources 3 by use of the output voltage generated by the step-
up chopper circuit 110. For example, the step-down chopper
circuit 111 includes an inductor 1.2, a switching device Q2, a
diode D2, and a smoothing capacitor C2. The step-down
chopper circuit 111 is configured to decrease the output volt-
age from the step-up chopper circuit 110 and output the
resultant voltage.

For example, the current measurement circuit 12 may be
constituted by a resistor R2. The current measurement circuit
12 is configured to detect load currents flowing through the
respective light sources 3A and 3B.

The step-down chopper circuit 111 regulates an output
current or output power to be constant by turning on and off
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the switching device Q2 depending on the load currents
detected by the current measurement circuit 12. Note that, the
step-down chopper circuit 111 can be substituted with an
isolated DC/DC converter such as a flyback converter.

The DC voltage source 1 supplies its output voltage to the
first light source 3A and the second light source 3B. In brief,
the DC voltage source 1 is a voltage source for supplying
power to a light source configured to light up when energized.

As shown in FIG. 2, each of the light sources 3 (3A and 3B)
is constituted by a plurality of LEDs 30 which are solid state
light emitting devices and are connected in series, parallel, or
series-parallel. The light sources 3A and 3B are connected in
parallel with each other between output ends of the DC power
source 1. The light sources 3A and 3B are turned on when
currents flow through the LEDs 30 by applying the output
voltage of the DC power source 1. The light sources 3A and
3B can be dimmed by changing currents flowing through the
LEDs 30 by changing the output current of the DC power
source 1.

Note that, a dimming circuit (not shown) may be inter-
posed between the DC voltage source 1 and a set of the light
sources 3A and 3B. The output voltage of the DC power
source 1 may be supplied to the light sources 3A and 3B
intermittently by performing PWM control on the output
voltage of the DC power source 1 by use of the dimming
circuit. The dimming circuit is only required to dim the light
sources 3A and 3B by varying the output of the DC voltage
source 1. Such a dimming circuit is well known and an expla-
nation thereof is deemed unnecessary.

The light sources 3A and 3B are mounted on a substrate
(first substrate) 4A and a substrate (second substrate) 4B,
respectively. Each of the substrates 4A and 4B has a high heat
dissipation property and includes a base made of metal mate-
rial. Note that, the substrates 4A and 4B are not limited to
substrates having bases made of metal material. The sub-
strates 4A and 4B may have bases made of one of ceramic
material and synthetic resin material which have fine heat
dissipation properties and fine durability.

In the present embodiment, the light sources 3A and 3B are
mounted on the substrates 4A and 4B respectively in such a
chip-on-board manner that bare chips of the LEDs 30 of the
light sources 3A and 3B are directly mounted on the sub-
strates 4A and 4B respectively. Note that, in the present
embodiment, the bare chips of the LEDs 30 are mounted on
the substrates 4A and 4B by bonding the bare chips of the
LEDs 30 to the substrates 4A and 4B with adhesive such as
silicone resin adhesive.

For example, the bare chip of the LED 30 is formed by
disposing a light-emitting layer on a transparent or translu-
cent sapphire substrate. The light-emitting layer is formed by
stacking an n-type nitride semiconductor layer, an InGaN
layer, and a p-type nitride semiconductor layer. The p-type
nitride semiconductor layer is provided with a p-type elec-
trode pad serving as a positive electrode. The n-type nitride
semiconductor layer is provided with an n-type electrode pad
serving as a negative electrode. These electrodes are electri-
cally connected to electrodes on the substrate 4A, 4B via
bonding wires made of metal material such as gold. In the
present embodiment, the LED 30 combines light from an
InGaN-base blue LED and light from yellow phosphor to
produce white light.

In this regard, a method for mounting the LEDs 30 on the
substrates 4A and 4B is not limited to the chip-on-board
manner. For example, the bare chips of the LEDs 30 may be
housed in packages, and the packages may be mounted on the
substrates 4A and 4B in a surface mounting technology.
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As shown in FIG. 2, the cooling control circuit 2 includes
a plurality of (two, in the present embodiment) temperature
measurement circuits 210 (a first temperature measurement
circuit 20 and a second temperature measurement circuit 21),
a power supply circuit 22, a plurality of (two, in the present
embodiment) output circuits 220 (a first output circuit 23 and
a second output circuit 24), and an output control circuit 25.

The temperature measurement circuits 210 (20 and 21),
which are disposed in vicinities of the light sources 3 (3A and
3B) measure temperatures of the light sources 3 (3A and 3B),
respectively.

The first temperature measurement circuit 20 includes a
series circuit of a thermosensitive device RX1 and a resistor
R3, for example. The first temperature measurement circuit
20 divides the power supply voltage, which is supplied from
the power supply circuit 22, and outputs the divided voltage to
the output control circuit 25 as a detection voltage (first detec-
tion voltage).

The second temperature measurement circuit 21 includes a
series circuit of a thermosensitive device RX2 and a resistor
R4, for example. The second temperature measurement cir-
cuit 21 divides the power supply voltage, which is supplied
from the power supply circuit 22, and outputs the divided
voltage to the output control circuit 25 as a detection voltage
(second detection voltage).

In the present embodiment, an NTC thermistor whose
resistance decreases with an increase in temperature is used as
each of the thermosensitive devices RX1 and RX2. Thus, the
detection voltages vary with a change in the temperatures of
the light sources 3A and 3B. Note that, each of the thermosen-
sitive devices RX1 and RX2 may be a PTC thermistor whose
resistance increases with an increase in temperature, ora CTR
thermistor whose resistance rapidly decreases when its tem-
perature exceeds a certain temperature.

The power supply circuit 22 receives the output voltage
from the DC power source 1 and generates the power supply
voltage to be supplied for each of the temperature measure-
ment circuits 20 and 21, the output circuits 23 and 24, and the
output control circuit 25.

For example, as shown in FIG. 2, the power supply circuit
22 includes a semiconductor device IC1, a diode D3, an
inductor L3, capacitors C3 and C4, a photodiode PD1, a
phototransistor PT1, and a zener diode ZD1.

Additionally, the power supply circuit 22 includes a semi-
conductor device IC2 and a capacitor C5. The semiconductor
device IC2 is a three-terminal regulator. The capacitor C5 is
connected between a power terminal 25E and a ground ter-
minal 25F of'the output control circuit 25. Further, each of the
temperature measurement circuits 210 (20 and 21) is con-
nected to a connection point between the capacitor C5 and the
semiconductor device IC2.

For example, the semiconductor device IC1 is constituted
by use of LNK302 available from POWER INTEGRA-
TIONS, and includes a switching device and a control circuit
therefor which are not shown. Further, the photodiode PD1
and the phototransistor PT1 constitute a photo coupler.

Hereinafter, operation of the power supply circuit 22 is
described.

While a switching device inside the semiconductor device
IC1 is in an ON-state, a current flows through the semicon-
ductor device IC1 and the inductor L3, and therefore the
capacitor C4 is charged. When a voltage across the capacitor
C4 exceeds a zener voltage of the zener diode ZD1, a current
flows through the zener diode ZD1 and the photodiode PD1,
and then the phototransistor PT1 is turned on. Consequently,
the switching device inside the semiconductor device IC1 is
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turned off, and thus power supply to the semiconductor
device IC1 and the inductor L3 is interrupted.

Thereafter, when the voltage across the capacitor C4 falls
below the zener voltage of the zener diode ZD1 after the
capacitor C4 starts to discharge, no current flows through the
photodiode PD1. Hence, the phototransistor PT1 is turned
off, and the switching device inside the semiconductor device
IC1 is turned on.

By repeating the action described above, the voltage across
the capacitor C4 is kept a constant DC voltage. The voltage
across the capacitor C4 is supplied to the output circuits 23
and 24 as a power supply voltage. Further, the voltage across
the capacitor C4 is converted into another constant DC volt-
age different from the voltage across the capacitor C4,
through the semiconductor IC2 and the capacitor C5. Conse-
quently, a voltage (constant voltage) across the capacitor C5
is supplied to the temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21
and the output control circuit 25 as the power supply voltage.

As described above, the power supply circuit 22 outputs the
constant voltage by use of power supplied from the power
source (DC power source) 1. Especially, in the present
embodiment, the power supply circuit 22 outputs the constant
voltage by use of the output voltage generated by the step-up
chopper circuit (first circuit) 110.

Note that, the power supply circuit 22 is constituted by the
semiconductor device IC1 including the switching device and
the control circuit for the switching device which are inte-
grated. However, the power supply circuit 22 may have
another configuration. For example, the power supply circuit
22 may generate the power supply voltage by use of a voltage
induced in an auxiliary winding provided to the inductor [.1
of'the step-up chopper circuit 110. Alternatively, in the power
supply circuit 22, the semiconductor device IC1 may be
replaced with the switching device and the control circuit for
the switching device which are separate parts.

The plurality of output circuits 220 (the first output circuit
23 and the second output circuit 24) receive the constant
voltage (power supply voltage) from the power supply circuit
22 and supply the drive voltages to plurality of (two, in the
present embodiment) cooling devices 9 (the first cooling
device 9A and the second cooling device 9B), respectively.

The first output circuit 23 receives the output voltage from
the power supply circuit 22, and supplies the drive voltage to
a first fan motor SA of a first fan 51A serving as the cooling
device (first cooling device) 9A for cooling the first light
source 3A. An air volume of the first fan 51A is varied accord-
ing to the drive voltage outputted from the first output circuit
23.

The first cooling device 9A includes the fan 51 (the first fan
51A) and the fan motor 5 (the first fan motor 5A) configured
to drive the fan 51A. For example, the cooling device 9A is
configured to increase a cooling capacity thereof with an
increase in the drive voltage supplied thereto. In brief; as the
supplied drive voltage is increased, the cooling device 9A
increase an amount of heat removed from the corresponding
light source 3A of the plurality of light sources 3 (3A and 3B).

The second output circuit 24 receives the output voltage
from the power supply circuit 22, and supplies the drive
voltage to a second fan motor 5B of a second fan 51B serving
as the cooling device (second cooling device) 9B for cooling
the second light source 3B. An air volume of the second fan
51B is varied according to the drive voltage outputted from
the second output circuit 24.

The second cooling device 9B includes the fan 51 (the
second fan 51B) and the fan motor 5 (the second fan motor
5B) configured to drive the fan 51B. For example, the cooling
device 9B is configured to increase a cooling capacity thereof
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with an increase in the drive voltage supplied thereto. In brief,
as the supplied drive voltage is increased, the cooling device
9B increase an amount of heat removed from the correspond-
ing light source 3B of the plurality of light sources 3 (3A and
3B).

For example, as shown in FIG. 2, the first output circuit 23
includes resistors R5 and R6, a diode D4, switching devices
Q3 and Q4, a photodiode PD2, a phototransistor PT2, a zener
diode ZD2, and a capacitor C6. The switching device Q3 is an
n-type MOSFET. The switching device Q4 is an npn-type
transistor. Further, the photodiode PD2 and the phototransis-
tor PT2 constitute a photo coupler.

For example, as shown in FIG. 2, the second output circuit
24 includes resistors R7 and R8, a diode D5, switching
devices Q5 and Q6, a photodiode PD3, a phototransistor PT3,
a zener diode ZD3, and a capacitor C7. The switching device
Q5 is an n-type MOSFET. The switching device Q6 is an
npn-type transistor. Further, the photodiode PD3 and the pho-
totransistor PT3 constitute a photo coupler.

In the present embodiment, the plurality of output circuits
220 (the first output circuit 23 and the second output circuit
24) have the same circuit configuration. However, the plural-
ity of output circuits 220 (the first output circuit 23 and the
second output circuit 24) may have different circuit configu-
rations.

The output control circuit 25 regulates the drive voltages
respectively outputted from the plurality of output circuits
220 based on the temperatures respectively measured by the
plurality of temperature measurement circuits 210. In the
present embodiment, the output control circuit 25 controls the
drive voltage of the first output circuit 23 based on the tem-
perature measured by the first temperature measurement cir-
cuit 20. Accordingly, the first cooling device 9A cools the first
light source 3A based on the temperature of the first light
source 3A. Further, the output control circuit 25 controls the
drive voltage of the second output circuit 24 based on the
temperature measured by the second temperature measure-
ment circuit 21. Accordingly, the second cooling device 9B
cools the second light source 3B based on the temperature of
the second light source 3B. As described above, each of the
plurality of output circuits 220 is associated with the cooling
device 9 and the temperature measurement circuit 210 in such
a manner that the light source 3 is cooled based on the same
light source 3.

The output control circuit 25 is constituted by an 8-bit
microcomputer, for example. The output control circuit 25
controls the output circuit 220 (23, 24) to output the drive
voltage depending on the temperature measured by the tem-
perature measurement circuit 210 (20, 21).

For example, the output control circuit 25 includes a plu-
rality of (two, in the present embodiment) A/D ports 25A and
25B, a CPU 25C, and a memory 25D. Further, the output
control circuit 25 includes the power terminal 25E and the
ground terminal 25F, which are described above.

The A/D port 25 A has an input terminal connected between
the thermosensitive device RX1 and the resistor R3 of the first
temperature measurement circuit 20 and has an output termi-
nal connected to the CPU 25C. The A/D port 25B has an input
terminal connected between the thermosensitive device RX2
and the resistor R4 of the second temperature measurement
circuit 21 and has an output terminal connected to the CPU
25C. The A/D ports 25A and 25B convert detection voltages
inputted from the temperature measurement circuits 20 and
21 into digital values and output the resultant digital values to
the CPU 25C, respectively.

The CPU 25C calculates an average, in a predetermined
period, of the digital value (the digital value indicative of the
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first detection voltage) inputted from the A/D port 25A, and
uses the calculated average as the digital value of the first
detection voltage. Similarly, the CPU 25C calculates an aver-
age, in a predetermined period, of the digital value (the digital
value indicative of the second detection voltage) inputted
from the A/D port 25B, and uses the calculated average as the
digital value of the second detection voltage.

In summary, the output control circuit 25 is configured to
calculate an average temperature in a predetermined period
for each of the plurality of temperature measurement circuits
210, and regulate the drive voltages of the plurality of output
circuits 220 based on the averages of the plurality of tempera-
ture measurement circuits 210.

The memory 25D stores a data table shown in FIG. 3. This
data table indicates the digital values of the respective detec-
tion voltages and control data sets respectively associated
with these digital values. The control data set is data used for
controlling the output circuit 220. For example, the control
data set is data for determining the magnitude of the drive
voltage of the output circuit 240. For example, the control
data set is data indicative of a duty cycle of a PWM signal to
be outputted to the output circuit 220.

For example, the memory 25D stores the data table (see
TABLE 1) dedicated to the first output circuit 23 and the data
table (see TABLE 2) dedicated to the second output circuit 24.
The data table dedicated to the first output circuit 23 shows a
correspondence relation between the first detection voltages
(the digital values of the first detection voltage) and first
control data sets for the first output circuit 23. The data table
dedicated to the second output circuit 24 shows a correspon-
dence relation between the second detection voltages (the
digital values of the second detection voltage) and second
control data sets for the second output circuit 24. Note that,
the digital value of the detection voltage indicates a value
corresponding to the detection voltage, and does not neces-
sarily represent the detection voltage itself. For example, the
digital value of “5” of the first detection voltage in the data
table does not always mean “5 V.

TABLE 1

FIRST DETECTION VOLTAGE FIRST CONTROL DATA SET

0 AD
1 Al
255 A255
TABLE 2
SECOND DETECTION VOLTAGE ~ SECOND CONTROL DATA SET
0 BO
1 Bl
255 B255

The CPU 25C reads out the first control data set (“A0”,
“Al”, ..., “A255”) and the second control data set (“B0”,
“B17, ..., “B255”) respectively corresponding to the digital
values of the detection voltages from the memory 25D.

The CPU 25C outputs the PWM signals (the first PWM
signal and the second PWM signal) based on the control data
sets to the switching devices Q4 and Q6 of the output circuits
23 and 24, respectively. In brief, the output control circuit 25
outputs the first PWM signal based on the temperature mea-
sured by the first temperature measurement circuit 20 to the
first output circuit 23. The output control circuit 25 outputs
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the second PWM signal based on the temperature measured
by the second temperature measurement circuit 21 to the
second output circuit 24.

As described above, the output control circuit 25 controls
the output circuits 23 and 24 based on the averages in the
predetermined period of the temperatures measured by the
temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21, respectively.
Hence, it is possible to reduce bad effect caused by noise
included in the measured temperature (detection voltage).
Consequently, false operation can be prevented. Note that, to
more reduce the bad effect caused by the noise, it is preferable
to use, as the digital value of the detection voltage, an average
of the digital values selected from all the digital values
obtained during a predetermined period in such a way to
exclude maximum and minimum values.

Next, operations of the respective output circuits 220 (the
first output circuit 23 and the second output circuit 24) are
described.

The first explanation referring to FIG. 4 is made to the
operation of the first output circuit 23.

In the first output circuit 23, a voltage obtained by dividing
the power supply voltage supplied from the power supply
circuit 22 with the resistors R5 and R6 is inputted into a gate
terminal of the switching device Q3. Hence, normally, the
switching device Q3 is kept turned on. In this regard, the first
PWM signal is inputted into a base terminal of the switching
device Q4. Consequently, the switching device Q4 is turned
on and off based on the duty cycle of the first PWM signal.

While the switching device Q4 is turned off; a current flows
through the diode D4 and the switching device Q3 and there-
fore the capacitor C6 is charged.

When a voltage VC6 across the capacitor C6 exceeds a
zener voltage of the zener diode ZD2 after the switching
device Q4 is turned on, a current flows through the photo-
diode PD2 and thus the phototransistor PT2 is turned on.
Thereafter, the switching device Q3 is turned off, and current
supply to the capacitor C6 is interrupted and the capacitor C6
starts to discharge.

When the switching device Q4 is turned off again, a flow of
a current through the photodiode PD2 is interrupted, and
therefore the phototransistor PT2 is turned off. Hence, the
switching device Q3 is turned on and a current starts to flow
through the diode D4 and the switching device Q3 and the
capacitor C6 is charged again.

By repeating the action described above, the voltage VC6
across the capacitor C6 (i.e., the drive voltage for the first fan
motor 5A) is kept a DC voltage V1 which is constant. The DC
voltage V1 decreases with an increase in the duty cycle of the
first PWM signal, whereas it increases with a decrease in the
duty cycle of the first PWM signal. In the instance shown in
FIG. 4, the first PWM signal has a duty cycle of 30%.

The duty cycle of the first PWM signal varies with the value
of the first control data set. The duty cycle of the first PWM
signal has the maximum value when the first control data set
is “A0”, and the duty cycle of the first PWM signal has the
minimum value when the first control data set is “A255”.
Therefore, when the temperature measured by the first tem-
perature measurement circuit 20 increases, the duty cycle of
the first PWM signal decreases and therefore the first output
circuit 23 increases the drive voltage and outputs the
increased drive voltage. Meanwhile, when the temperature
measured by the first temperature measurement circuit 20
decreases, the duty cycle of the first PWM signal increases
and therefore the first output circuit 23 decreases the drive
voltage and outputs the decreased drive voltage.

As described above, the output control circuit 25 increases
the drive voltage of the first output circuit 23 with an increase
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in the temperature measured by the first temperature mea-
surement circuit 20. Further, the output control circuit 25
decreases the drive voltage of the first output circuit 23 with a
decrease in the temperature measured by the first temperature
measurement circuit 20.

The second explanation referring to FIG. 5 is made to the
operation of the second output circuit 24.

In the second output circuit 24, a voltage obtained by
dividing the power supply voltage supplied from the power
supply circuit 22 with the resistors R7 and R8 is inputted into
a gate terminal of the switching device Q5. Hence, normally,
the switching device Q5 is kept turned on. In this regard, the
second PWM signal is inputted into a base terminal of the
switching device Q6. Consequently, the switching device Q6
is turned on and off based on the duty cycle of the second
PWM signal.

While the switching device Q6 is turned off, a current flows
through the diode D5 and the switching device Q5 and there-
fore the capacitor C7 is charged.

When a voltage VC7 across the capacitor C7 exceeds a
zener voltage of the zener diode ZD3 after the switching
device Q6 is turned on, a current flows through the photo-
diode PD3 and thus the phototransistor PT3 is turned on.
Thereafter, the switching device QS5 is turned off, and current
supply to the capacitor C7 is interrupted and the capacitor C7
starts to discharge.

‘When the switching device Q6 is turned off again, a flow of
a current through the photodiode PD3 is interrupted, and
therefore the phototransistor PT3 is turned off. Hence, the
switching device Q5 is turned on and a current starts to flow
through the diode D5 and the switching device Q5 and the
capacitor C7 is charged again.

By repeating the action described above, the voltage VC7
across the capacitor C7 (i.e., the drive voltage for the second
fan motor 5B) is kept a DC voltage V2 which is constant. The
DC voltage V2 decreases with an increase in the duty cycle of
the second PWM signal, whereas it increases with a decrease
in the duty cycle of the second PWM signal. In the instance
shown in FIG. 5, the second PWM signal has a duty cycle of
70%.

The duty cycle of the second PWM signal varies with the
value of the second control data set. The duty cycle of the
second PWM signal has the maximum value when the second
control data set is “B0”, and the duty cycle of the second
PWM signal has the minimum value when the second control
data set is “B255”. Therefore, when the temperature mea-
sured by the second temperature measurement circuit 21
increases, the duty cycle of the second PWM signal decreases
and therefore the second output circuit 24 increases the drive
voltage and outputs the increased drive voltage. Meanwhile,
when the temperature measured by the second temperature
measurement circuit 21 decreases, the duty cycle of the sec-
ond PWM signal increases and therefore the second output
circuit 24 decreases the drive voltage and outputs the
decreased drive voltage.

As described above, the output control circuit 25 increases
the drive voltage of the second output circuit 24 with an
increase in the temperature measured by the second tempera-
ture measurement circuit 21. Further, the output control cir-
cuit 25 decreases the drive voltage of the second output circuit
24 with a decrease in the temperature measured by the second
temperature measurement circuit 21.

In summary, the output control circuit 25 is configured to
increase the drive voltage with regard to each of the plurality
of the output circuits 220 (23 and 24) with an increase in the
temperature measured by a corresponding one of the plurality
of temperature measurement circuits 210 (20 and 21).
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Note that, it is not necessarily that the switching devices Q4
and Q6 are turned on and off simultaneously.

As described above, in the present embodiment, the output
circuits 23 and 24 receive the output voltage from the single
power supply circuit 22 and output the drive voltages depend-
ing on the temperatures measured by the temperature mea-
surement circuits 20 and 21, respectively. Hence, in the
present embodiment, there is no need to change the configu-
ration of the power supply circuit to be suitable for a desired
lighting fixture each time. For example, even if cooling con-
ditions for the light sources 3A and 3B are different, the
cooling conditions for the light sources 3A and 3B can be
easily optimized by changing only the outputs from the out-
put circuits 23 and 24. Hence, it is unnecessary to change the
configuration of the power supply circuit 22.

Besides, in the present embodiment, LEDs for providing
power for cooling devices as disclosed in the prior art are not
necessary. Hence, there is no need to use an LED capable of
withstanding an increase in a forward current, and therefore
the production cost can be reduced. Additionally, in the
present embodiment, it is unnecessary to change the configu-
ration of the power supply circuit 22 in accordance with a
lighting fixture structure and a heat dissipation structure.
Thus, the production cost can be reduced by shortening time
necessary to design the device and using common parts. In
summary, according to the present embodiment, the produc-
tion cost can be reduced and there is no need to change the
configuration of the power supply circuit in accordance with
a lighting fixture structure and a heat dissipation structure.

Further, the present embodiment can regulate the outputs
of the respective cooling devices based on the temperatures
respectively measured by the temperature measurement cir-
cuits 20 and 21. Therefore, it is possible to keep the tempera-
tures of the light sources 3A and 3B optimal. Accordingly, the
present embodiment can suppress a decrease in the light
output of the LED 30 due to the high temperature and a
decrease in the lifetime of the LED 30.

Note that, in the present embodiment, the LED 30 is used as
a solid state light emitting device used for each of the light
sources 3A and 3B. Alternatively, each of the light sources 3A
and 3B may be constituted by another solid state light emit-
ting device such as a semiconductor laser device and an
organic ELL device. Moreover, the present embodiment is
suitable for the two light sources 3A and 3B, but the number
of light sources to be controlled is not limited to two. The
number of light sources may be one or three or more. For
example, a set of a plurality of light sources can be treated as
a single light source.

The cooling device 9 is not limited to a fan but may be a
thermoelectric device such as a Peltier device. For example,
in a case where the cooling device 9 is a Peltier device, each
of the output circuits 23 and 24 may be configured to supply
a current to a drive circuit of the Peltier device. The present
embodiment uses the two output circuits 23 and 24 but may be
configured to cool the light sources 3A and 3B by use of three
or more output circuits. For example, a set of the plurality of
cooling devices can be treated as a single cooling device and
asetofthe plurality of output circuits can be treated as a single
output circuit.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 6, the first temperature
measurement circuit 20 may be mounted on the first substrate
4 A on which the first light source 3A is mounted. Further, the
second temperature measurement circuit 21 may be mounted
on the second substrate 4B on which the second light source
3B is mounted. In summary, each of the plurality of tempera-
ture measurement circuits 210 is mounted on the substrate
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(4A, 4B) on which the corresponding light source of the
plurality of light sources 3 is mounted.

With this arrangement, extra spaces of the substrates 4A
and 4B are effectively utilized and therefore the lighting
device can be downsized. Further, since the temperature mea-
surement circuits 20 and 21 are disposed closer to the corre-
sponding light sources 3A and 3B, it is possible to measure
the temperatures of the light sources 3A and 3B precisely.

Hence, according to this arrangement, in contrast to the
arrangement shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, it is easy to keep the
temperatures of the light sources 3A and 3B optimal and also
it is possible to more suppress a decrease in the light output of
the LED 30 caused by the high temperature and a decrease in
the lifetime of the LED 30. Note that, instead of an arrange-
ment in which all the components of the temperature mea-
surement circuit 20 are mounted on the substrate 4A and all
the components of the temperature measurement circuit 21
are mounted on the substrate 4B, only the thermosensitive
devices RX1 and RX2 may be mounted on the substrates 4A
and 4B respectively.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 7, the light sources 3A and
3B may be mounted on a single substrate 4. With this arrange-
ment, even if a temperature imbalance between the light
sources 3A and 3B is caused by a variation between the light
sources 3A and 3B and a variation between the cooling
devices, such an imbalance can be corrected in some extent
because the light sources are mounted on the same substrate
4. Hence, according to this arrangement, in contrast to the
arrangement shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, it is easy to keep the
temperatures of the light sources 3A and 3B optimal and also
it is possible to more suppress a decrease in the light output of
the LED 30 caused by the high temperature and a decrease in
the lifetime of the LED 30.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 8, the light sources 3A and
3B and the temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21 may
be mounted on the same substrate 4. With the arrangement,
both advantageous effects of the arrangement shown in FIG.
6 and the arrangement shown in FIG. 7 may be achieved. Note
that, instead of mounting all the components of the tempera-
ture measurement circuits 20 and 21 on the substrate 4, only
the thermosensitive devices RX1 and RX2 may be mounted
on the substrate 4.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 9, the light sources 3A and
3B may be connected in series with each other. With this
arrangement, in contrast to a case where the light sources 3A
and 3B are connected in parallel with each other, it is possible
to simplify wiring. Further, according to this arrangement,
when a temperature of any of the light sources 3A and 3B
increases rapidly, the light sources 3A and 3B may be
dimmed such that the outputs thereof are decreased. There-
fore, a user may be visually aware of occurrence of abnor-
mality of any of the light sources 3A and 3B through a change
in the light output.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 10, the first temperature
measurement circuit 20 may be mounted on the first substrate
4 A on which the first light source 3A is mounted. Further, the
second temperature measurement circuit 21 may be mounted
on the second substrate 4B on which the second light source
3B is mounted. This arrangement can provide the advanta-
geous effect of the arrangement shown in FIG. 6 in addition to
an advantageous effect of the arrangement where the light
sources 3A and 3B are connected in series with each other.
Note that, instead of an arrangement in which all the compo-
nents of the temperature measurement circuit 20 are mounted
on the substrate 4A and all the components of the temperature
measurement circuit 21 are mounted on the substrate 4B, only
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the thermosensitive devices RX1 and RX2 may be mounted
on the substrates 4A and 4B respectively.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 11, the light sources 3 (3A
and 3B) may be mounted on the same substrate 4. This
arrangement can provide the advantageous effect of the
arrangement shown in FIG. 7 in addition to the advantageous
effect of the arrangement where the light sources 3A and 3B
are connected in series with each other.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 12, the light sources 3A and
3B and the temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21 may
be mounted on the same substrate 4. With this arrangement,
both advantageous effects of the arrangement shown in FIG.
6 and the arrangement shown in FIG. 7 may be achieved in
addition to the advantageous effect of the arrangement where
the light sources 3A and 3B are connected in series with each
other. Note that, instead of mounting all the components of
the temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21 on the sub-
strate 4, only the thermosensitive devices RX1 and RX2 may
be mounted on the substrate 4.

Further, the output control circuit 25 may control the output
circuits 220 (23 and 24) by use of a data table shown in FIG.
13 instead of the data table shown in FIG. 3.

In this data table, until the digital value of each detection
voltage exceeds a first threshold (corresponds to a first tem-
perature and, herein, has a value of “100”), the control data set
is “A0” irrespective of an amount of the digital value. Note
that, the first temperature is determined in consideration of
whether the plurality of light sources 3 can be cooled prop-
erly, even when the plurality of output circuits 220 has the
same drive voltage, for example.

In other words, until any of the temperatures measured by
the temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21 exceeds the
first temperature, the output control circuit 25 controls the
output circuits 23 and 24 in such a way to output the same
drive voltage. Accordingly, the control manner can be sim-
plified. Further, the control data sets can share the same data
and therefore a volume of data can be reduced and a produc-
tion cost can be reduced. Furthermore, it is possible to store
data for implementing another function in an available space
of the memory obtained by reducing the volume of the data
and therefore the performance can be improved.

While the digital value of the first detection voltage
exceeds the first threshold, the value of the first control data
set increases from “Al1” to “A155” with an increase in the
digital value of the first detection voltage. Further, while the
digital value of the second detection voltage exceeds the first
threshold, the value of the second control data set increases
from “B1” to “B155” with an increase in the digital value of
the second detection voltage.

In summary, while any of the temperatures measured by
the temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21 exceeds the
first temperature, the output control circuit 25 controls the
output circuits 23 and 24 in such a way to output different
drive voltages.

As described above, when determining that all the tem-
peratures respectively measured by the plurality of tempera-
ture measurement circuits 210 are equal to or less than the first
temperature (first threshold), the output control circuit 25
may regulate the drive voltages of the plurality of output
circuits 220 to the same voltage. In this case, when determin-
ing that at least one of the temperatures respectively measured
by the plurality of temperature measurement circuits 210
exceeds the first temperature (first threshold), the output con-
trol circuit 25 may regulate the drive voltages of the plurality
of output circuits 220 to different voltages.

In other words, the output control circuit 25 has a plurality
of correspondence information pieces (the data tables in the
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present embodiment) each defining a correspondence relation
between the temperatures and the drive voltages. The output
control circuit 25 is configured to determine the drive volt-
ages of the plurality of output circuits 220 based on the
temperatures respectively measured by the plurality of tem-
perature measurement circuits 210 by use of the plurality of
correspondence information pieces. The plurality of corre-
spondence information pieces have the same correspondence
relation between the temperatures and the drive voltages in
the range of equal to or less than the first temperature, whereas
they have the different correspondence relations between the
temperatures and the drive voltages in the range of more than
the first temperature. Note that, the correspondence informa-
tion piece may be the data table as described in the present
embodiment or a function.

According to this arrangement, by decreasing the tempera-
tures of the light sources 3A and 3B to avoid that the tem-
peratures of the light sources 3A and 3B are kept high, it is
possible to prevent a damage of the LED 30 due to the high
temperature and to prolong the lifetimes of the light sources
3A and 3B.

Further, it is preferable to provide a dimming circuit for
dimming the light sources 3A and 3B by regulating the output
from the DC power source 1. The dimming circuit may be
configured to, when the temperature measured by any of the
temperature measurement circuits 20 and 21 exceeds the
second temperature (greater than the first temperature),
decrease the output from the DC voltage source 1. The second
temperature is preferably set to, for example, a permissible
operation temperature (e.g., the maximum permissible opera-
tion temperature) of the LED 30.

In brief, the lighting device further includes the dimming
circuit configured to dim the plurality of light sources 3 by
regulating power supplied from the power source 1 to the
plurality of light sources 3. The dimming circuit is configured
to, when determining that at least one of the temperatures
respectively measured by the plurality of temperature mea-
surement circuits 210 exceeds the second temperature,
decrease the power supplied from the power source 1 to the
plurality of light sources 3.

The following explanation is made to an example in which
the output control circuit 25 serves as the dimming circuit
described above. Note that, this dimming circuit may be
provided as a separate part from the output control circuit 25.

When any of the digital values of the detection voltages
exceeds a second threshold (corresponds to the second tem-
perature and, herein, has a value of “2007), the CPU 25C of
the output control circuit 25 reads out dimming control data
from the memory 25D. Thereafter, the CPU 25C controls the
DC power source 1 in such a way to decrease the output
voltage of the DC power source 1 based on the dimming
control data.

For example, the CPU 25C provides a dimming control
signal to the switching device Q2 of the step-down chopper
circuit 111, thereby decreasing the output voltage of the step-
down chopper circuit 111 (i.e., the output voltage of the DC
power source 1).

With this arrangement, when any of the temperatures of the
light sources 3A and 3B becomes excessively high, the light
sources 3A and 3B are dimmed such that the light outputs of
the light sources 3A and 3B are decreased. Therefore, it is
possible to visually notify a user of occurrence of abnormality
of any of the light sources 3A and 3B through changes in the
light outputs of the light sources 3A and 3B.

Note that, the dimming control data may be determined
such that the light output is more decreased with an increase
in the digital value of the detection voltage, or be determined
such that the light output is kept at a constant dimming level.
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Additionally, when any of the digital values of the detection
voltages exceeds the threshold for longer than a predeter-
mined period, the output control circuit 25 may further
decrease the output voltage of the DC power source 1, or
terminate the operation of the DC power source 1.

Further, the output control circuit 25 may control the output
circuits 220 (23 and 24) by use of a data table shown in FIG.
14 instead of the data table shown in FIG. 3.

In this data table, the first control data set (“TAO0”, . . .,
“TA2557) corresponding to the digital value of the first detec-
tion voltage and the second control data set (“TB0”, . . .,
“TB255”) corresponding to the digital value of the second
detection voltage are recorded.

In this regard, the first control data set defines on-time and
off-time of the switching device Q4, and the second control
data set defines on-time and oft-time of the switching device
Q6. As shown in FIG. 15, the control data sets are determined
such thata period in which the switching device Q4 is oft does
not overlap a period in which the switching device Q6 is off.
For example, the off-time of the switching device Q4 deter-
mined by “TA0” of the first control data set does not overlap
the off period of the switching device Q6 determined by any
of the values of the second control data set.

Consequently, the switching device Q6 is kept turned on
while the switching device Q4 is turned off, and therefore the
output voltage of the power supply circuit 22 is supplied to
only the first output circuit 23. Meanwhile, the switching
device Q6 is kept turned oft while the switching device Q4 is
turned on, and therefore the output voltage of the power
supply circuit 22 is supplied to only the second output circuit
24.

In brief, the output control circuit 25 controls the output
circuits 23 and 24 to alternately receive the output voltage
from the power supply circuit 22. In other words, the output
control circuit 25 is configured to operate the plurality of
output circuits 220 singly in order.

With this arrangement, in contrast to a configuration where
the output voltage is supplied to the output circuits 23 and 24
simultaneously, the power supply circuit 22 can exert its
potential as possible and the power supply circuit 22 can be
downsized.

As described above, the lighting device of the present
embodiment has the following first feature.

In the first feature, the lighting device of the present
embodiment includes the power source 1 and the cooling
control circuit 2. The power source 1 supplies power to the
light source 3 including the solid state light emitting device.
The cooling control device 2 includes the power supply cir-
cuit 22, the plurality of output circuits 220, the plurality of
temperature measurement circuits 210, and the output control
circuit 25. The power supply circuit 22 receives the power
supply voltage from the power source 1 and outputs the con-
stant voltage. Each of the plurality of output circuits 220
receives the output voltage from the power supply circuit 22
and outputs the drive voltage for operating the corresponding
cooling device 9. Each of the plurality of temperature mea-
surement circuits 210 measures the temperature of the corre-
sponding light source 3. The output control circuit 25 controls
each of the plurality of output circuits 220 in such a way to
output the drive voltage based on the temperature measured
by the corresponding temperature measurement circuit 210.

In other words, the lighting device includes: the power
source 1 and the cooling control circuit 2. The power source
1 is configured to supply power to the plurality of light
sources 3. The cooling control circuit 2 is configured to con-
trol the plurality of cooling devices 9 for respectively cooling
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the plurality of light sources 3. The cooling control circuit 2
includes the power supply circuit 22, the plurality of output
circuits 220, the plurality of temperature measurement cir-
cuits 210, and the output control circuit 25. The power supply
circuit 22 is configured to output the constant voltage by use
of power from the power source 1. The plurality of output
circuits 220 are configured to receive the constant voltage
from the power supply circuit 22 and supply the drive volt-
ages to the plurality of cooling devices 9 to drive the plurality
of cooling devices 9, respectively. The plurality of tempera-
ture measurement circuits 210 are each configured to measure
temperatures of the plurality of light sources 3 respectively.
The output control circuit 25 is configured to regulate the
drive voltages to be respectively supplied from the plurality of
output circuits 220 based on the temperatures respectively
measured by the plurality of temperature measurement cir-
cuits 210.

Further, the lighting device of the present embodiment has
the following second feature. Besides, the second feature is
optional.

With regard to the second feature, in addition to the first
feature, the output control circuit 25 controls each of the
output circuits 220 based on an average, in a predetermined
period, of temperatures measured by a corresponding tem-
perature measurement circuit 210. In other words, the output
control circuit 25 is configured to calculate an average tem-
perature in a predetermined period for each of the plurality of
temperature measurement circuits 220, and regulate each of
the drive voltages of the plurality of output circuits 220 based
on the average temperature of a corresponding one of the
plurality of temperature measurement circuits 210.

Further, the lighting device of the present embodiment has
the following third and fourth features. Besides, the third and
fourth features are optional.

With regard to the third feature, in addition to the first or
second feature, until any of the temperatures measured by the
temperature measurement circuits 210 exceeds the first tem-
perature, the output control circuit 25 controls the output
circuits 220 in such a way to output the same drive voltage.
While any of the temperatures measured by the temperature
measurement circuits 210 exceeds the first temperature, the
output control circuit 25 controls the output circuits 220 in
such a way to output different drive voltages.

In other words, the output control circuit 25 is configured
to, when determining that all the temperatures respectively
measured by the plurality of temperature measurement cir-
cuits 210 are not equal to or less than the first temperature,
regulate the drive voltages of the plurality of output circuits
220 to the same voltage. The output control circuit 25 is
configured to, when determining that at least one of the tem-
peratures respectively measured by the plurality of tempera-
ture measurement circuits 210 exceeds the first temperature,
regulate the drive voltages of the plurality of output circuits
220 to different voltages.

With regard to the fourth feature, in addition to the first or
second feature, the output control circuit 25 has a plurality of
correspondence information pieces each defining a corre-
spondence relation between the temperatures and the drive
voltages. The output control circuit 25 is configured to deter-
mine the drive voltages of the plurality of output circuits 220
based on the temperatures measured by the plurality of tem-
perature measurement circuits 210 by use of the plurality of
correspondence information pieces. The plurality of corre-
spondence information pieces have the same correspondence
relation between the temperatures and the drive voltages in
the range of equal to or less than the first temperature, and
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have the different correspondence relations between the tem-
peratures and the drive voltages in the range of more than the
first temperature.

Further, the lighting device of the present embodiment has
the following fifth to eleventh features. Besides, the fifth to
eleventh features are optional.

With regard to the fifth feature, in addition to any one ofthe
first to fourth features, the output control circuit 25 controls
the output circuits 23 and 24 to alternately receive the output
voltage from the power supply circuit 22. In other words, the
output control circuit 25 is configured to operate the plurality
of output circuits 220 singly in order.

With regard to the sixth feature, in addition to any one of
the first to fifth features, the lighting device includes the
dimming circuit (the output control circuit 25, in the present
embodiment) for dimming each light source 3 by varying the
output from the power source 1. The dimming circuit
decreases the output from the power source 1 when the tem-
perature measured by any of the temperature measurement
circuits 210 exceeds the second temperature greater than the
first temperature.

In other words, the lighting device further includes the
dimming circuit configured to dim the plurality of light
sources 3 by regulating power supplied from the power source
1 to the plurality of light sources 3. The dimming circuit is
configured to, upon determining that at least one of the tem-
peratures respectively measured by the plurality of tempera-
ture measurement circuits 210 exceeds the second tempera-
ture, decrease the power supplied from the power source 1 to
the plurality of light sources 3.

With regard to the seventh feature, in addition to any one of
the first to sixth features, each of the plurality of temperature
measurement circuits 210 includes the thermosensitive
device (RX1, RX2) having a characteristic value varying with
a temperature.

With regard to the eighth feature, in addition to the seventh
feature, the thermosensitive device (RX1, RX2) is an NTC
thermistor, a PTC thermistor, or a CTR thermistor.

With regard to the ninth feature, in addition to any one of
the first to eighth features, each of the plurality of cooling
devices 9 is configured to increase the cooling capacity
thereof with an increase in the drive voltage supplied thereto.
The output control circuit 25 is configured to increase the
drive voltage with regard to each of the plurality of the output
circuits 220 with an increase in the temperature measured by
a corresponding one of the plurality of temperature measure-
ment circuits 210.

With regard to the tenth feature, in addition to any one of
the firstto ninth features, the power source 1 includes: the first
circuit (step-up chopper circuit) 110 configured to generate
an output voltage which is constant; and the second circuit
(step-down chopper circuit) 111 configured to supply power
to the plurality of light sources 3 by use of the output voltage
generated by the first circuit 110. The power supply circuit 22
is configured to output the constant voltage by use of the
output voltage generated by the first circuit 110.

With regard to the eleventh feature, in addition to any one
of the first to tenth features, each of the plurality of light
sources 3 is a solid state light emitting device.

As described above, according to the lighting device of the
present embodiment, each output circuit 220 receives the
output voltage from the single power supply circuit 22 and
provides the drive voltage based on the temperature measured
by a corresponding temperature measurement circuit 210.
Hence, according to the lighting device of the present
embodiment, it is unnecessary to change the configuration of
the power supply circuit 22 in accordance with a lighting
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fixture structure and a heat dissipation structure. Additionally,
in the lighting device of the present embodiment, LEDs for
providing power for cooling devices as disclosed in the prior
art are not necessary. Hence, there is no need to use an LED
capable of withstanding an increase in a forward current and
therefore the production cost can be reduced.

The lighting device of the present embodiment is available
for lighting fixtures shown in FIGS. 16 to 18, for example.

Each of the lighting fixtures illustrated in FIGS. 16 to 18
includes a lighting device 6 corresponding to the above
embodiment, and a fixture body 7. The fixture body 7 is
configured to hold the light sources 3A and 3B and the fans
51A and 51B (the cooling devices 9A and 9B).

In these instances, it is preferable that the thermosensitive
devices RX1 and RX2 of the lighting device 6 be positioned
close to the light sources 3A and 3B respectively. Hence, the
thermosensitive devices RX1 and RX2 are held by the fixture
body 7. Note that, the light source 3A and 3B and the ther-
mosensitive devices RX1 and RX2 are not shown in FIGS. 16
to 18.

In this regard, the lighting fixture shown in FIG. 16 is a
down light, and the lighting fixtures shown in FIGS. 17 and 18
are spot lights. In the lighting fixtures shown in FIGS. 16 and
18, the lighting device 6 is connected to the light sources 3A
and 3B through a cable 8.

The lighting fixture of the present embodiment includes the
lighting device 6 described above and the fixture body 7 for
holding each light source 3 and each cooling device 9.

In other words, the lighting fixture of the present embodi-
ment includes the fixture body 7 for holding the plurality of
light sources 3 and the plurality of cooling devices 9, and the
lighting device 6 having the aforementioned first feature, for
controlling the plurality of light sources 3 and the plurality of
cooling devices 9. Note that, the lighting device 6 may have at
least one of the aforementioned second to eleventh features, if
needed.

By using the lighting device 6 of the embodiment described
above, the lighting fixture of the present embodiment can
provide the same effect as the embodiment described above.

As described above, according to the lighting fixture of the
present embodiment, each output circuit 220 receives the
output voltage from the single power supply circuit 22 and
provides the drive voltage based on the temperature measured
by a corresponding temperature measurement circuit 210.
Hence, according to the lighting fixture of the present
embodiment, it is unnecessary to change the configuration of
the power supply circuit 22 in accordance with a lighting
fixture structure and a heat dissipation structure. Additionally,
in the lighting fixture of the present embodiment, LEDs for
providing power for cooling devices as disclosed in the prior
art are not necessary. Hence, there is no need to use an LED
capable of withstanding an increase in a forward current and
therefore the production cost can be reduced.

Note that, the lighting fixture described above may be used
alone but a plurality of lighting fixtures described above may
be used to constitute a lighting system.

The invention claimed is:

1. A lighting device, comprising:

apower source configured to supply power to a plurality of

light sources; and

a cooling control circuit configured to control a plurality of

cooling devices for respectively cooling the plurality of
light sources,

wherein:

the cooling control circuit includes

a power supply circuit configured to output a constant
voltage by use of power from the power source,
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a plurality of output circuits configured to receive the
constant voltage from the power supply circuit and
supply drive voltages to the plurality of cooling
devices to drive the plurality of cooling devices,
respectively,

a plurality of temperature measurement circuits config-
ured to measure temperatures of the plurality of light
sources respectively,

an output control circuit configured to regulate the drive
voltages respectively supplied from the plurality of
output circuits based on the temperatures respectively
measured by the plurality of temperature measure-
ment circuits.

2. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein

the output control circuit is configured to calculate an aver-

age temperature in a predetermined period for each of

the plurality of temperature measurement circuits, and
regulate each of the drive voltages of the plurality of

output circuits based on the average temperature of a

corresponding one of the plurality of temperature mea-

surement circuits.
3. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein
the output control circuit is configured to,
when determining that all the temperatures respectively
measured by the plurality of temperature measure-
ment circuits are not greater than a first temperature,
regulate the drive voltages of the plurality of output
circuits to a same voltage, and
when determining that at least one of the temperatures
respectively measured by the plurality of temperature
measurement circuits is greater than the first tempera-
ture, regulate the drive voltages of the plurality of
output circuits to different voltages.
4. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein:
the output control circuit has a plurality of correspondence
information pieces each defining a correspondence rela-
tion between the temperatures and the drive voltages;

the output control circuit is configured to determine the
drive voltages of the plurality of output circuits based on
the temperatures respectively measured by the plurality
of temperature measurement circuits by use of the plu-
rality of correspondence information pieces; and

the plurality of correspondence information pieces have

the same correspondence relation between the tempera-
tures and the drive voltages in a range of equal to or less
than a first temperature, and have the different corre-
spondence relations between the temperatures and the
drive voltages in a range of more than the first tempera-
ture.

5. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein

the output control circuit is configured to operate the plu-

rality of output circuits singly in order.

6. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, further com-
prising a dimming circuit configured to dim the plurality of
light sources by regulating power supplied from the power
source to the plurality of light sources,

wherein the dimming circuit is configured to, when deter-

mining that at least one of the temperatures respectively
measured by the plurality of temperature measurement
circuits exceeds a second temperature, decrease the
power supplied from the power source to the plurality of
light sources.

7. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein

each of the plurality of temperature measurement circuits

includes a thermosensitive device having a characteris-
tic value varying with a temperature.



US 9,185,775 B2

21

8. The lighting device as set forth in claim 7, wherein
the thermosensitive device is an NTC thermistor, a PTC
thermistor, or a CTR thermistor.
9. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein:
each of the plurality of cooling devices is configured to
increase a cooling capacity thereof with an increase in
the drive voltage supplied thereto; and
the output control circuit is configured to increase the drive
voltage with regard to each of the plurality of the output
circuits with an increase in the temperature measured by
a corresponding one of the plurality of temperature mea-
surement circuits.
10. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein:
the power source includes
a first circuit configured to generate an output voltage
which is constant, and
a second circuit configured to supply power to the plu-
rality of light sources by use of the output voltage
generated by the first circuit; and
the power supply circuit is configured to output the con-
stant voltage by use of the output voltage generated by
the first circuit.
11. The lighting device as set forth in claim 1, wherein
each of the plurality of light sources is a solid state light
emitting device.
12. A lighting fixture, comprising:
a fixture body for holding a plurality of light sources and a
plurality of cooling devices; and
a lighting device according to claim 1, for controlling the
plurality of light sources and the plurality of cooling
devices.
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