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1
METHOD FOR DETERMINING A
POTENTIAL CONFLICT SITUATION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method for determining a poten-
tial conflict situation between objects within a multidimen-
sional traffic area, with the objects each moving on predeter-
mined trajectories. The invention likewise relates to a
computer program having program code means for carrying
out the method.

BACKGROUND

As a result of the major requirement for mobility and the
continuously increasing number of trade goods to be trans-
ported, the traffic load and therefore the load on the infra-
structure on which the respective type of traffic is based is also
increasing in proportion to this. This can be observed in
particular in air traffic since, in this case, long distances can be
traveled in a relatively short time, as a result of which a
significant increase in the amount of traffic, and therefore an
increased traffic load, is predicted with respect to the global-
ization for the future. Similar developments are in this case
also expected in the maritime field.

These traffic areas in particular, such as the maritime field
or aviation, are characterized by their high freedom of move-
ment while traveling. For example, the entire three-dimen-
sional flight space is available to an aircraft, as a result of
which the number of possible transport paths between two
points is virtually infinite. These traffic areas are therefore
fundamentally distinguished from other traffic areas, such as
roads or rails, while the transport paths or routes are prede-
termined by the infrastructure itself.

In order to ensure safe flight traffic for the large number of
annual flight movements, the freedom of movement which is
predetermined by the air space infrastructure is highly regi-
mented by air traffic control. Aircraft fly only within fixed
predetermined corridors, with their flight route being defined
and fixed. This flight route is in this case also referred to as a
trajectory, which indicates the spatial position of the aircraft
at different times. In other words, a trajectory contains a series
of' waypoints which the vehicle must reach at a specific time.
Ifthe aircraft is now guided on a four-dimensional trajectory
such as this from its take-off airport to its destination airport,
and it may deviate from this predetermined trajectory only in
the event of danger or in response to instructions from air
traffic control.

These four-dimensional predetermined trajectories on
which the aircraft must move are intended to prevent aircraft
from colliding with one another, with this risk being particu-
larly high near airports. In this case, a hazard or conflict
situation does not exist only when the aircraft would actually
collide with one another, but even when they fly past one
another, relatively close to one another. For example, vortices
can contribute to aircraft crashing, even though they have not
collided with one another. In order to prevent this, the aircraft
must always be separated from one another by a minimum
distance as they travel through the traffic area. A conflict
situation arises if this minimum separation is not maintained.

By way of example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,421,603 B1 discloses
a method by means of which a conflict situation between an
aircraft and the terrain over which the aircraft is flying is
intended to be identified. For this purpose, a terrain database
is created, and contains a maximum and a minimum altitude
with respect to relatively large regions. If the trajectory to be
flown by the aircraft is now within this region, then the region
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is further subdivided into smaller regions when the trajectory
is below the maximum altitude in that region. Therefore, in
the end, the only subregions which are compared with the
trajectory are those which are actually also classified as being
critical. Furthermore, this document describes how a conflict
situation can also be identified by moving severe weather, in
that every trajectory segment of the severe weather is com-
pared with each trajectory segment of the aircraft, and a check
is carried out to determine whether they overlap in space or
time.

One disadvantage in this case, in particular, is the fact that
the calculation complexity for trajectory comparison is very
high (exponential) because every trajectory segment must be
compared with every other trajectory segment of other
objects. When there are a large number of objects, this easily
results in a level of computation complexity which can no
longer be carried out in an adequate time. This is particularly
critical when the aim is to monitor air traffic globally.

SUMMARY

With respect thereto, the object of the present invention is
to specify an improved method by means of which a check for
potential conflicts can be carried out in a very short time even
when a large number of objects have to be monitored.

The object is achieved according to the invention by the
method of the type mentioned initially, by

a) subdivision of the traffic area, with respect to at least one

dimension of the traffic area, into at least two partial
traffic areas, and

b) . . . repetition of steps a) and b) corresponding to those

partial traffic areas which were subdivided in step a) and
are influenced by at least two trajectories,

with a potential conflict situation between at least two

trajectories which jointly influence a partial traffic area
being determined as a function of an extent with respect
to at least one dimension of the partial traffic area.

The invention therefore proposes that a multidimensional
traffic area, within which objects move at least partially on
predetermined trajectories, it is defined which potential con-
flicts are identified such that the traffic area is subdivided with
respectto at least one dimension into at least two partial traffic
areas, to be precise until the respective partial traffic area is
now influenced only by one trajectory. However, if the partial
traffic area has reached a minimum extent with respect to at
least one dimension and if it nevertheless is influenced by at
least two trajectories, a potential conflict situation is identi-
fied between at least these two trajectories.

An explicit check is subsequently carried out to determine
whether an identified potential conflict is actually a real con-
flict.

For the purposes of the present invention, a traffic area in
this case means any area within which objects can move, with
the term multidimensionality not just being restricted to the
three spatial dimensions. For example, a traffic area may be
the air space or else the sea area. In this case, the traffic area
is bounded with respect to its dimensional extent such that,
for example, the air space for the entire world is limited by the
dimensional extent of the degrees of latitude, the degrees of
longitude and the altitude.

Since the time component for identification of potential
conflicts plays a major role, the term dimension also means
the time aspect, as a result of which, for example, the air space
as a traffic area has four dimensions for the purposes of the
present invention, specifically three spatial dimensions and
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one time dimension. For clarity reasons, these three spatial
dimensions and the time dimension are combined within the
term dimension.

This multidimensional traffic area is now subdivided in
step a) with respect to at least one of these dimensions into at
least two partial traffic areas, with the dimensional extent of
the subdivided partial traffic areas preferably corresponding
together to the dimensional extent of the traffic area.

Advantageously, the traffic area is subdivided with respect
to each of its dimensions into at least two partial traffic areas,
such that this results, for example, in a total of 16 partial traffic
areas for a four-dimensional traffic area (three spatial dimen-
sions plus one time dimension).

It is very particularly advantageous in this case for the
traffic area to be subdivided with respect to one of its dimen-
sions such that the extent with respect to this dimension is
halved and is in each case associated with the partial traffic
areas. The dimensional extent of the partial traffic areas there-
fore becomes ever smaller with each subdivision in step a).
For example, if the traffic area has an extent from -180° to
+180° with respect to the degrees of longitude, and if this
traffic area is subdivided into two partial traffic areas in this
dimension, then the first traffic area has an extent with respect
to the degrees of longitude from —180° to 0°, and the second
partial traffic area from 0° to +180°.

This subdivision of the traffic area which is carried out in
step a) is now repeated with each of the subdivided partial
traffic areas which is influenced by at least two trajectories
(step b)). If a partial traffic area is not influenced by any
trajectory or by only a single trajectory, then no further sub-
division need be carried out for this case, since a potential
conflict situation within the dimensional extent of these par-
tial traffic areas can fundamentally be excluded. The partial
traffic areas which are influenced by more than one trajectory,
however, may potentially contain a conflict situation within
their dimensional extent (both from the spatial and from the
temporal point of view). The method is repeated with these
partial traffic areas which are influenced by more than one
trajectory, to be precise until the respective partial traffic area
is influenced by no more than one trajectory. In other words,
this means that, in principle, the only partial traffic areas
which are considered are those which could contain a poten-
tial conflict situation.

The subdivision in step a) reduces the dimensional extent
of a partial traffic area with respect to the traffic area. If one
partial traffic area has reached a corresponding minimum
extent with respect to at least one dimensional extent, and if it
also is still influenced by at least two trajectories, then, in
principle, a conflict situation can be deduced between these
trajectories, and therefore between the objects associated
with these trajectories. In other words, as long as one partial
traffic area is influenced by more than two trajectories and has
not yet reached a minimum extent with respect to one dimen-
sion, this partial traffic area is further subdivided in step a),
with this iteration being continued until every partial traffic
area is now influenced only by a maximum of one trajectory,
or a minimum extent has been reached. In step b), the partial
traffic areas are therefore inserted as traffic areas into step a),
and are further subdivided.

Two trajectories are separated from one another and there-
fore no potential conflict situation exists when they are either
sufficiently spatially separated from one another for all the
common points in time or there is a sufficient time separation
between them for all the common spatial points. In this case,
it has been found that a spatial lateral separation of 5 NM
(nautical miles) and a spatial vertical separation of 1000 ft
may be considered to be sufficient for the first condition, in
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order to negate a conflict situation. By way of example, 90
seconds has been found to be adequate as the time separation
for all common spatial points for the second condition. The
required time separation between aircraft is dependent, for
example, on the wind separation, the vortex wake classes, or
other parameters which influence the vortex wake. It is now
particularly advantageous for the minimum extent of a partial
traffic area to be identified as a function of its potential con-
flict situation, defined as a function of these separation limits.
Instead of the cited 90 seconds, an equivalent for the common
point in time, for example 5 seconds, can be used as a time
separation distance. In this case, it is sufficient for one of the
two conditions to be checked, since the other is implemented
and ensures an adequate 3D separation at all points in time.

Furthermore, it is very particularly advantageous for the
dimensional extent of the traffic area to be defined as a func-
tion of this minimum extent, on the basis of which a potential
conflict situation is defined. The dimensional extent of the
traffic area therefore need not match the actual extent, but is
defined with respect to the minimum extent, as a result of
which all the subdivided partial traffic areas reach their mini-
mum extent with respect to each of their dimensions after a
fixed predetermined number of subdivisions. In other words,
the minimum extent in each dimension is therefore reached at
the same time for all the partial traffic areas subdivided in step
a). However, the minimum extent is reached at the same time
only when using orthogonal coordinate systems for all the
partial traffic areas. Particularly in the case of air traffic, when
the orientation is based on a model of the Earth, the problem
arises that the degrees of longitude are closer together nearer
the poles. The minimum extent with respect to the degree of
longitude is reached earlier at the poles.

A partial traffic area may in this case be considered to be
influenced by a trajectory if at least a part of the trajectory is
within the dimensional extent of the partial traffic area, that is
to say when at least one waypoint is within the dimensional
extent of the partial traffic area, with respect to its spatial
extent or its time component.

However, a partial traffic area may also be considered to be
influenced by a trajectory when the trajectory is not within the
dimensional extent of the partial traffic area but is at least
partially within an adjacent partial traffic area which is adja-
cent to this partial traffic area. This is because it has been
found that a potential conflict situation between two trajecto-
ries can also occur when the trajectories still influence one
another despite not being located within a common partial
traffic area, because they are so close to the boundary of the
respective partial traffic area that they are separated by less
than a minimum distance. It is therefore very particularly
advantageous for a partial traffic area to be considered to be
influenced by a trajectory when the trajectory is admittedly
within an adjacent partial traffic area which is adjacent to this
partial traffic area, but is within or below a minimum separa-
tion from this partial traffic area in the adjacent traffic area. In
this case, the trajectory also influences this first partial traffic
area.

In this case, it is possible for one partial traffic area to be
influenced by two trajectories, neither of which is within the
spatial extent of the partial traffic area, but are each in adjacent
partial traffic areas adjacent to this partial traffic area. In a
situation such as this, this influenced partial traffic area does
not need to be subdivided any further, as a result of which it is
very particularly advantageous for step b) to be carried out
only when the partial traffic area is influenced by at least two
trajectories of which, however, at least one trajectory is within
the spatial extent of the partial traffic area. Partial traffic areas
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which are influenced only by adjacent trajectories do not need
to be subdivided in step a), as a result of which step b) is not
carried out.

Furthermore, it is very particularly advantageous for the
potential conflict situation furthermore also to be carried out
as a function of the distance between the trajectories. For
example, if one partial traffic area is influenced by two tra-
jectories and if the partial traffic area reaches a minimum
extent with respect to its dimensional extent, then the distance
between the trajectories within this partial traffic area can be
determined, thus identifying a potential conflict situation as a
function of this determined separation. This is because it has
been found that trajectories which are sufficiently far apart
from one another and for which there is therefore no potential
conflict situation can influence a common partial traffic area.

In order to further reduce the calculation time, it is very
highly advantageous for the trajectories which influence the
respective partial traffic area on the basis of the above condi-
tions to be associated with each partial traffic area in step a)
after the subdivision of the traffic area into its partial traffic
areas. A check is then carried out for each partial traffic area
in step b) to determine how many trajectories are associated
with the respective partial traffic area, and step a) is then
repeated with those partial traffic areas with which at least two
trajectories are associated, with step a) then being based only
on this partial traffic area and its associated trajectories. The
other trajectories which were not associated with this partial
traffic area are in this case ignored. The potential conflict
situation is then identified when the partial traffic area has
reached its minimum extent and at least two trajectories are
associated with it. This association advantageously reduces
the computation complexity since it is no longer necessary to
check every trajectory with the respective partial traffic areas.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be explained in more detail with refer-
ence, by way of example, to the attached drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic illustration of a traffic area hav-
ing three trajectories;

FIG. 2 shows anillustration of a tree structure which results
from the example in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a schematic illustration of a tree and its first
level in all four dimensions;

FIG. 4 shows an illustration of a traffic area being influ-
enced by a plurality of trajectories;

FIG. 5 shows a traffic area being influenced by adjacent
trajectories;

FIG. 6 shows a schematic illustration of a potential conflict
identification within a partial traffic area which is influenced
by two trajectories.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows the schematic illustration of a traffic area 1
within which there are three trajectories T1, T2, T3. For the
sake of simplicity, the traffic area 1 is illustrated only with
respect to its two spatial dimensions x and y, with x forming
the degree of longitude and y the degree of latitude. The two
further dimensions z for the altitude and t for the time are
ignored here. In this case, by way of example, the extent of the
traffic area 1 may correspond to the entire world, thus result-
ing in a range from -180° to +180° for x (degree of longitude)
and a range from -90° to +90° for y (degree of latitude).

There are now at least two trajectories within the traffic
area 1, specifically T1, T2 and T3, as a result of which this
traffic area is now subdivided into in each case two partial
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traffic areas 11, 12, 13, 14 with respect to each of its dimen-
sions. The partial traffic area 12 is in this case not influenced
by any of'the three trajectories T1, T2, T3, as a result of which
there is no need to repeat the subdivision in this case. Fur-
thermore, the partial traffic areas 13 are each influenced by
only one trajectory, as a result of which no potential conflict
situation can arise in these two traffic areas, either.

In contrast, the partial traffic area 11 is influenced both by
the trajectory T2 and by the trajectory 13, since both trajec-
tories are at least partially within the dimensional extent of the
partial traffic area 11. In this case, it is necessary to further
subdivide the partial traffic area 11, to be precise into the
respective partial traffic areas 111, 112, 113, 114. Once the
partial traffic area 11 has been subdivided into its respective
partial traffic areas 111, 112, 113, 114, it is then possible to
tell that there are no trajectories in the partial traffic areas 111
and 112, as a result of which no further subdivision is required
here. There is likewise no need for any further subdivision in
the partial traffic area 114 either, which is influenced only
partially by the trajectory 13. Further subdivision is necessary
only in the partial traffic area 113 which is influenced at least
partially by the trajectory T2 and trajectory T3, as a result of
which the method is continued further in the present manner
with the partial traffic area 113.

Since the two trajectories T2 and T3 intersect in the area 2,
and there is therefore a potential conflict situation in this area
2, it is found after a number of further subdivisions of the
partial traffic area 113 that one of the partial traffic areas has
reached a minimum extent with respect to its dimensional
extent, and is influenced by both the trajectories T2 and T3. In
this case, a potential conflict situation is deduced between the
trajectory T2 and T3 within this partial traffic area. This
method can now be extended to the other dimensions, as well.

After identification of potential conflict situations, a check
is explicitly carried out to determine whether a potential
conflict is actually a conflict.

This procedure of subdivision of the traffic areas into fur-
ther partial traffic areas results in a tree structure, as is illus-
trated in FIG. 2 for the exemplary embodiment in FIG. 1. The
root node in this case corresponds to the entire traffic area 1
within which the three trajectories T1, T2 and T3 are located.
Since two partial traffic areas are subdivided for each dimen-
sion of the traffic area 1, this results in a total of four daughter
nodes, which each correspond to the partial traffic areas 11,
13 and 14. Since the partial traffic areas or nodes 13, 14 are
influenced by no more than one trajectory, these nodes are not
further subdivided. Only that node or partial traffic area 11
which is influenced by the two trajectories T2 and T3 is
subdivided further into its daughter nodes 111,112,113, 114.
This subdivision is in this case continued until either none of
the leaf nodes are influenced by no more than one trajectory,
or a minimum extent has been reached. In this case, a leaf
node means those nodes with which no further daughter
nodes are associated. If one of the leaf nodes has a minimum
extent and, furthermore, is influenced by more than one tra-
jectory, then there is a conflict situation within this node, and
therefore in this partial traffic area which corresponds to it.
The partial traffic area 12 is not created, since this is not
influenced. A partial traffic area is created only when it is
influenced. This considerably reduces the memory require-
ment.

FIG. 3 schematically shows the illustration of a tree such as
this and its first level, in which the traffic area has been
subdivided in all four dimensions. Since the subdivision is
carried out into each of the four dimensions, this results for a
four-dimensional traffic area in 16 partial traffic areas, with
each of which the trajectories which influence the respective
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partial traffic area are then associated. It is therefore possible
when there are a multiplicity of four-dimensional trajectories
to find out very efficiently and quickly whether and where
there is a potential conflict situation. Because of the four-
dimensional character of the trajectories, a simple compari-
son of the trajectories with one another will be impossible
with adequate calculation complexity. However, this tree
structure allows a calculation complexity of approximately
n*log(n), which can be carried out in an adequate time even
when there are a large number of four-dimensional trajecto-
ries.

By way of example for a traffic area which comprises the
entire world, the following table shows the number of partial
traffic areas which would be created for each dimension when
the stated minimum extent was reached. For example, an
overall extent of the traffic area from —-180° C. to +180° is
assumed for the degree of longitude x, with the minimum
extent being 5 NM, which corresponds to precisely 12 degree
at the equator. If there are two trajectories within the mini-
mum extent thereof, then a conflict situation exists. With an
extent of 360° and a minimum extent of %12 degree, this
results in a total of 4320 partial traffic areas, which corre-
spond to the minimum extent, to be precise with respect to this
dimension. This would correspond to about 12 node levels,
that is to say 12 subdivisions would be carried out. For the
degree of latitude y, which has an extent from only —90° to
+90°, this therefore results, with the same minimum extent of
5 NM, in only 2160 partial traffic areas with a minimum
extent, which corresponds to about 11 node levels or iteration
steps. With an assumed maximum altitude of 100 000 ft and
a minimum extent of 1000 ft, this results in 100 partial traffic
areas per minimum extent in this dimension, which corre-
sponds to only to seven iteration steps or node levels. In
contrast, in the time dimension, 14 node levels are required to
reach the minimum extent.

max. Number of
Minimum partial traffic Node

Extent Extent areas levels
X [-180°, +180°] 5NM 4320 12
Longitude (1/12°)
Y [-90°, +90°] 5NM 2160 11
Latitude (1/12°)
Z [0,100000] 1000 ft 100 7
Altitude
T [0, 86400] S5s 17280 14
Time

In this case, the time extent corresponds to one entire day in
seconds.

As can be seen, a greater resolution than the minimum
extent is achieved for some dimensions in the present case,
before the corresponding minimum extent is reached in
another dimension. For example, in the case of the altitude,
the minimum extent is achieved after just seven iteration
steps, while twice as many iteration steps are required for the
time. In the end, this would mean that a series of partial traffic
areas will be subdivided whose subdivision was entirely
unnecessary. In order to solve this problem, it is proposed that
the initial extent of the traffic area be extended in a direction
resulting in the following table. In this case, in this exemplary
embodiment, the minimum extent in a partial traffic area is
reached in all four dimensions after just 14 iteration steps.
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max. Number of
Minimum partial traffic Node

Extent extent areas levels
X [-180°, +1260°] 5NM 17280 14
Longitude (1/12°)
Y [-90°, +1350°] 5NM 17280 14
Latitude (1/12°)
Z [0, 172800001 1000 ft 17280 14
Altitude
T [0, 86400] S5s 17280 14
Time

Since partial traffic areas whose boundaries are beyond the
physical boundaries of the traffic area are subdivided specifi-
cally for the first subdivisions, these are ignored in the fol-
lowing iteration steps since there are also no trajectories for
them which could influence these traffic areas. This means
that the number of nodes in the tree can be kept relatively
small and constant.

FIG. 4 illustrates a plurality of trajectories T4 and T5
influencing one partial traffic area. In this case, the partial
traffic area 41 is influenced by the two trajectories T4 and T5,
with the trajectory T4 being within the dimensional extent of
the partial traffic area 41, while, although the trajectory T5 is
within the dimensional extent of a partial traffic area 42 which
is adjacent to the partial traffic area 41, it is not sufficiently
close to the boundary 43 to influence the partial traffic area 41.
Such influencing of partial traffic areas 41 by adjacent trajec-
tories T5 in adjacent partial traffic areas 42 occurs when the
adjacent trajectories T5 are below the minimum extent with
respect to the boundary 43.

This is because, in a situation such as this, the partial traffic
area 41 must be further subdivided if it has itself not yet
reached its minimum extent. If the partial traffic area has
reached its minimum extent, there is a potential conflict situ-
ation. However, if it could be subdivided even further, then a
check must be carried out in further repetitions to determine
whether there is a conflict situation in the end.

In this case, a partial traffic area 41 is subdivided further
only if at least one of the trajectories T4, T5 which influence
this partial traffic area 41 is within the dimensional extent
thereof. However, if both trajectories are adjacent trajecto-
ries, then the partial traffic area is admittedly influenced by
both trajectories, but a potential conflict situation can be
excluded, and the partial traffic area does not need to be
subdivided any further. This example is shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 shows a partial traffic area 51 which in each case has
an adjacent partial traffic area 52 and 53 to the left and right.
A trajectory T8 which is below the minimum extent of the
boundary to the partial traffic area 51 is located in the adjacent
partial traffic area 52. A trajectory T7 is likewise located in the
partial traffic area 53, and is likewise below the minimum
extent with respect to the boundary of the partial traffic area
51. Both trajectories T7 and T8 therefore influence the partial
traffic area 51, although neither of the two trajectories is
within the dimensional extent of the partial traffic area 51.
Since the partial traffic area 51 can at most reach the minimum
extent, a potential conflict situation between the trajectories
T7 and T8 and the partial traffic area 51 is therefore funda-
mentally precluded, as a result of which there is no need to
further subdivide the partial traffic area 51.

Finally, FIG. 6 shows the identification of possible con-
flicts within a partial traffic area 61 which is influenced by two
trajectories T10 and T11. In this case, both trajectories T10
and T11 are at least partially within the dimensional extent of
the partial traffic area 61, as a result of which they also
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influence it, thus possibly resulting in a potential conflict
situation, if the partial traffic area 61 cannot be further sub-
divided, that is to say it has reached its minimum extent with
respect to that dimension. In a situation such as this, these
trajectories can now be used to check whether the two trajec-
tories are actually sufficiently close to one another within the
partial traffic area 61 to result in a potential conflict situation.

In the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the trajec-
tories are situated more than a minimum distance apart from
one another, which is defined just as advantageously, as the
minimum extent of the partial traffic areas. In other words, in
the partial traffic area 61, the two trajectories T10 and T11 are
separated laterally by more than 5 NM, as a result of which
there is no potential conflict situation.

Therefore, in the end, it is possible using this method to
determine in a few milliseconds whether a potential conflict
situation exists, even in the case of large scenarios with large
spatial extents and a multiplicity of objects to be monitored.
In this case, an existing tree can be extended very efficiently
by the addition of new trajectories, and can be reduced by
deletion of trajectories which are no longer current.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for determining a potential conflict situation
between objects within a multidimensional traffic area, with
the objects each moving on predetermined trajectories, com-
prising steps of:

dividing a four-dimensional traffic area having the three

spatial dimensions and one time dimension with respect
to each of its dimensions into a total of 16 partial traffic
areas, the 16 partial traffic areas each having a reduced
dimensional extent in each dimension of the four dimen-
sions as compared to a dimensional extent of the traffic
area in each respective dimension of the four dimen-
sions;

for each partial traffic area influenced by at least two of the

predetermined trajectories, repeating the dividing step
with the partial traffic area inserted as the traffic area to
be divided, wherein the repeating continues until every
partial traffic area is either influenced by a maximum of
one trajectory or has a reduced dimensional extent in
each dimension of the four dimensions which has
reached a minimum extent for each respective dimen-
sion; and

identifying a potential conflict situation between the

objects when at least two trajectories of the predeter-
mined trajectories jointly influence a partial traffic area
which has a reduced dimensional extent in each dimen-
sion of the four dimensions which has reached the mini-
mum extent for each respective dimension,
wherein the at least two predetermined trajectories are travel
routes each indicating a spatial position of an object at differ-
ent times, and
wherein the traffic areas and partial traffic areas are at least
three-dimensional physical spaces through which objects and
trajectories are capable of passing.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein in the divid-
ing step, the dimensional extent of the traffic area is halved to
give the reduced dimensional extent of each of the 16 partial
traffic areas.
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3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a partial
traffic area is influenced by a trajectory when at least a part of
the trajectory is within the reduced dimensional extent of the
partial traffic area.
4. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a first partial
traffic area is influenced by a trajectory when at least a part of
the trajectory is within a second partial traffic area, which is
adjacent to the first partial traffic area.
5. The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the first
partial traffic area is influenced by the trajectory when at least
apart of the trajectory which is located in the adjacent second
partial traffic area is less than a minimum distance from the
first partial traffic area with respect to at least one dimension
of the four dimensions.
6. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said identi-
fying step includes determination of the potential conflict
situation as a function of a distance between the at least two
trajectories which influence the partial traffic area, the dis-
tance being taken with respect to at least one dimension of the
four dimensions.
7. The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a
step of associating each partial traffic area after the dividing
step with trajectories which influence the respective partial
traffic area, and wherein said repeating step ignores trajecto-
ries which do not influence the respective partial traffic area
which is inserted as the traffic area to be divided.
8. A non-transitory machine-readable storage medium
having stored therein a computer program which, when run
on a computer, causes the computer to perform steps of:
dividing a four-dimensional traffic area having the three
spatial dimensions and one time dimension with respect
to each of its dimensions into a total of 16 partial traffic
areas, the 16 partial traffic areas each having a reduced
dimensional extent in each dimension of the four dimen-
sions as compared to a dimensional extent of the traffic
area in each respective dimension of the four dimen-
sions;
for each partial traffic area influenced by at least two pre-
determined trajectories, repeating the dividing step with
the partial traffic area inserted as the traffic area to be
divided, wherein the repeating continues until every par-
tial traffic area is either influenced by a maximum of one
trajectory or has a reduced dimensional extent in each
dimension of the four dimensions which has reached a
minimum extent for each respective dimension; and

identifying a potential conflict situation between objects
when at least two trajectories of the predetermined tra-
jectories jointly influence a partial traffic area which has
a reduced dimensional extent in each dimension of four
dimensions which has reached the minimum extent for
each respective dimension,

wherein the at least two predetermined trajectories are

travel routes each indicating a spatial position of an
object at different times, and

wherein the traffic areas and partial traffic areas are at least

three-dimensional physical spaces through which
objects and trajectories are capable of passing.
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