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1
CUSTOMIZABLE ATTACHABLE ARTICLE
WITH INTEGRATED POCKET AND
BEVERAGE CONTAINER KIT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to the field of orna-
mentation and event merchandise, and more particularly to an
adhesive backed customizable article for clothing that has a
disposable beverage container stored within an integrated
pocket.

BACKGROUND

The statements in this section merely provide background
information related to the present disclosure and may not
constitute prior art.

Each year, millions of individuals pack venues across the
globe to view events ranging from sports to music festivals.
While in attendance, these individuals typically purchase a
variety of beverages ranging from soda to alcohol, for
example. However, many event venues do not provide bever-
age holders that are integrated into the seats; therefore, it is
not uncommon for users to spill a recently purchased bever-
age all over themselves or other event goers. Such a happen-
stance causes distress to the user, who must now purchase
another beverage, and can also be a hazard to others who may
slip and become injured from the spilled beverage.

In addition to the above, many event goers want to keep
their hands free so as to be able to fully participate in the
festivities. For this reason, there has been a rise in the number
of event goers who bring their own attachable water bottles
and/or hydration backpacks, for example. Unfortunately,
these products are often not allowed at events that prefer to
require all event goers purchase beverages and other themed
souvenirs from vendors at the event.

As noted above, merchandise sold at events typically
include event specific designs that incorporate details such as
the performer/team names, color schemes, dates and the like.
These products must be finalized weeks in advance to ensure
that all event merchandise items can be manufactured and
shipped to the venue in time for the event. Additionally, great
care must be taken by merchants to accurately anticipate
crowd levels, projected sales, and other such factors to ensure
they are not left with unsold merchandise after the event has
concluded.

Although there are known products such as iron-on
patches, for example, which can include event details and be
created on-demand during the event, these items are not gen-
erally popular, as they cannot be customized to suit the end
user (e.g., to include a user’s name), and cannot be secured to
the users existing clothing without permanently altering the
same.

Accordingly, it would be beneficial to provide a customi-
zable and attachable article with an integrated pocket for a
disposable beverage container, and a kit which includes the
article and the beverage container, that can allow users to
enjoy beverages at events without suffering from the above
noted drawbacks.

It would be further beneficial if the article can be custom-
ized to include both event details and customer-desired
details that can be worn by users without causing permanent
damage to their existing clothing.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a customizable attach-
able article with integrated pocket and beverage container kit.
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One embodiment of the present invention can include an
attachable article having a main body that includes an adhe-
sive material and removable covering layer disposed along
the back surface, and a pocket disposed along the front sur-
face. The main body and pocket being constructed from a
durable material and including a size which can be utilized
with a conventional printer. The main body being attachable
to an article of clothing and the pocket includes a size that is
suitable for receiving a disposable beverage container. The
invention can also include a disposable beverage container
positioned within the pocket, and an elongated straw having a
first end located within the beverage container and a second
end located above the pocket.

Another embodiment of the present invention can include
a method of providing the kit described above.

This summary is provided merely to introduce certain con-
cepts and not to identify key or essential features of the
claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Presently preferred embodiments are shown in the draw-
ings. It should be appreciated, however, that the invention is
not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities
shown.

FIG.11is a frontal view of a customizable attachable article
with integrated beverage pocket that is useful for understand-
ing the inventive concepts disclosed herein.

FIG. 2 is a front view of the customizable attachable article
with integrated beverage pocket, in accordance with another
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a disposable beverage
container which can be utilized with the customizable attach-
able article with integrated beverage pocket.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a kit which includes the
customizable attachable article with beverage pocket and the
disposable beverage container, in accordance with one
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of the kit in operation, in
accordance with one embodiment of the invention

FIG. 6 is a front view of the customizable attachable article
with integrated beverage pocket, in accordance with an alter-
nate embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a top view of an alternate embodiment of the
beverage container which contains an elongated tubular blad-
der straw in the place of a bladder.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

While the specification concludes with claims defining the
features of the invention that are regarded as novel, it is
believed that the invention will be better understood from a
consideration of the description in conjunction with the draw-
ings. As required, detailed embodiments of the present inven-
tion are disclosed herein; however, it is to be understood that
the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the
invention which can be embodied in various forms. There-
fore, specific structural and functional details disclosed
herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a
basis for the claims and as a representative basis for teaching
one skilled in the art to variously employ the inventive
arrangements in virtually any appropriately detailed struc-
ture. Further, the terms and phrases used herein are not
intended to be limiting but rather to provide an understand-
able description of the invention.

Identical reference numerals are used for like elements of
the invention or elements of like function. For the sake of
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clarity, only those reference numerals are shown in the indi-
vidual figures which are necessary for the description of the
respective figure. For purposes of this description, the terms
“upper,” “bottom,” “right,” “left,” “front,” “vertical,” “hori-
zontal,” and derivatives thereof shall relate to the invention as
oriented in FIG. 1.

As described throughout this document, the term “event
indicia” can include, without limitation, any type of decora-
tive elements such as colors, markings, words, shapes, sym-
bols, logos, designs, types of materials, lights, patterns,
images, lithographs and photographs, for example. To this
end, the event indicia can be tailored to a specific event having
pre-approved themes, or can be customized to suit the par-
ticular interests of an end user, to include personal items such
as the users name, dates and personal messages, for example.

Additionally, the term “venue” can include any location
such as an arena, stadium, store, mall, home or office where
the article may be shipped, stored and/or sold to consumers.

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a customizable
attachable article with integrated beverage container pocket
10 that is useful for understanding the inventive concepts
disclosed herein. As shown, the article can include a main
body 11 having a peel and stick backing and at least one
pocket for storing a disposable beverage container.

The mainbody 11, can be custom printed with event indicia
and can be removably attached to an article of the users
clothing. To this end, the main body can include a top surface
11a, a back surface 115, a top edge 11c, a bottom edge 11d
and a pair of opposing side edges 11e and 11f. As the main
body is designed to be adhered to an article of clothing in a
peel-and-stick manner, an adhesive material 12 and remov-
able covering layer 13 can also be provided.

The pocket 15 can include, essentially, an envelope having
a front side member 154 and a back side member 155 that are
bound together by a bottom edge 15¢ and a pair of opposing
side edges 15d and 15e to form a pocket cavity P having an
open top edge for receiving a disposable beverage container
30 described below. In the preferred embodiment, the shape
of the pocket 15 will be complementary to the shape of the
beverage container, so as to ensure a snug fit. To this end, the
side and bottom edges 15¢-15¢ can include any number of
folds F in order to increase or decrease the size of the pocket,
so as to accommodate the beverage container in a secure
manner, while the article 10 is being worn by a user.

In the preferred embodiment, the main body can be con-
structed from a single sheet of 8.5x11 inch synthetic soft
polyester paper which is known to include waterproof and
static resistant features. Additionally, as synthetic polyester
paper is essentially a hybrid between traditional paper and
cloth, it is well known to be extremely durable and to maintain
printed images and the like (e.g., event indicia) for extremely
long periods of time without fading or bleeding. As is known
to those of skill in the art, synthetic paper is compatible with
commercially available laser and ink jet printers without
requiring modification of any kind.

The pocket 15 can preferably be constructed from a sub-
stantially identical material as the main body 11, and can be
constructed so as to be completely flat when no secondary
items are stored within the pocket itself. In one preferred
embodiment, the pocket 15 can be formed as an integral part
of the main body at a time of initial construction, in accor-
dance with known manufacturing techniques. Alternatively,
the pocket 15 can be manufactured separately from the main
body, and can be secured to the main body using any number
of commercially available adhesives such as glue or double-
sided tape, for example. Of course, any number of other
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4

shapes, sizes, construction materials and means for attach-
ment to the main body can also be utilized.

As shown in FIG. 2, by providing a flat pocket 15 on the
main body 11, the entire article 10 can be fed into a conven-
tional printer in order to receive any number of event indicia
A and B. To this end, the main body and the pocket can be
imprinted with identical indicia, or can be imprinted with
different indicia. For example, the indicia imprinted onto the
pocket area may correlate to a particular flavor beverage
stored within the beverage container 30 described below, and
can therefore be used as a promotional item.

FIG. 3 illustrates one suitable embodiment of a disposable
beverage container 30 which can be provided with the device
10 to form a hands free attachable customizable beverage kit.
As shown, the beverage container can include a main body 31
that is preferably constructed as a plastic film liquid pouch
having a plurality of sealed walls 31a-31d defining an internal
chamber 32 for holding a beverage 5. An opening 33 can be
provided to receive an elongated straw 34 having an inte-
grated spray/mist nozzle 35 at one end. Spray/mist nozzles
are extremely well known in the art and include a push button
mechanism 35a capable of introducing air into the provided
liquid to discharge a mist 5a (also referred to as atomizing)
from the nozzle end 355.

Although described above as including a spray nozzle 35,
other embodiments where the spray nozzle is not included,
and the spray includes a traditional open end are also contem-
plated. Moreover, although described with a specific shape
and construction material, this is for illustrative purposes
only, as any number of disposable beverage containers can
also be utilized herein. Several non-limiting examples
include U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,116,105 and 5,884,758, for example,
the contents of each of which are incorporated herein by
reference.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate one embodiment of a kit 100 that
includes the article 10 and beverage container 30 described
above, in operation and a method of utilizing the same.

As described above, the originally blank article 10 can first
be imprinted with any number of desirable event indicia A and
B. This indicia can be custom printed based on the likes of the
purchaser, or can be pre-printed with any number of event
details and the like. Once a user selects their desired article,
they can select a beverage container 30 that can be pre-filled
with any number of desired beverages 5. Next, the container
30 can then be slid into the pocket cavity P of the article 10
(See arrow a), and the main body 11 can be separated from the
peel and stick backing 13. Finally, the user 1 can adhere the
assembled article onto their shirt at any desirable location,
and position the straw 34 and/or spray nozzle 35 at a conve-
nient location for easy access.

When so positioned, the user can experience the benefits of
wearing event indicia without damaging their clothing, and
simultaneously be provided with a beverage of their choice
which can be carried and enjoyed in a hands free manner.

Although described above as including a single pocket 15,
this is for illustrative purposes only. To this end, FIG. 6
illustrates one embodiment of the article 10 that further
includes a plurality of additional pockets 15'. As shown, these
pockets can be located anywhere along the main body and can
beused to store any number of items which may or may not be
sold with the kit. These items can include, for example,
walkie-talkies, radios, headphones, and other such goods
commonly sold or rented at events.

To this end, with each additional pocket, the article can also
include one or more additional event indicia A, B, C, D.
Moreover, although described above as being printed at the
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venue, this is but one preferred method of distribution, as the
articles can also be pre-printed at the location of manufacture
and shipped to the venue.

FIG. 7 illustrates an alternate embodiment wherein the
bladder is replaced with an elongated tubular bladder straw 71
that is disclosed within the pocket 15. As shown, the straw can
be bent around in a winding pattern to a center point 72. A one
way valve 73 can be disclosed on the end of the bladder straw
71 for insertion into a bottle 74, as illustrated. With the use of
suction or using a motor device (not shown), the liquid from
the bottle can be drawn up and into the tube. In this manner,
the bladder tube 71 can be refillable and therefore reusable.
Onthe other end of the bladder tube 71 are the elongated straw
34 and a spray/mist nozzle 35, such as a bulb syringe type
sprayer, for example. As shown, the pocket 15 can further
include openings 15/ and 15g for receiving the bladder and
straw.

Accordingly, the inventive concepts disclosed herein func-
tion to allow a virtually unlimited number of articles to be
initially produced in a blank state (i.e., without indicia), and
shipped in bulk to venues across the globe. Upon purchase by
a consumer, each unit can be imprinted with custom and/or
event specific indicia at the event. Accordingly, the above
noted article and method alleviates the previous concern
relating to overstocking expired merchandise, and is much
more environmentally friendly as the waste associated with
such expired merchandise is eliminated.

As to a further description of the manner and use of the
present invention, the same should be apparent from the
above description. Accordingly, no further discussion relat-
ing to the manner of usage and operation will be provided.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,”“an,” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:
1. A kit comprising:
a customizable attachable article that includes
a singular main body material having a front surface and
back surface,
an adhesive material and removable covering layer dis-
posed along the entirety of the back surface, said
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6

material functioning to adhere to an article of clothing
in a peel and stick manner without causing damage to
the same, and

a pocket disposed along the front surface of the main
body;

a disposable beverage container that is disposed within the
pocket; and

an elongated straw having a first end located within the
beverage container, and a second end located above the
pocket,

wherein the pocket includes a shape and dimension that is
complementary to the beverage container, and each of
the main body and the pocket are constructed from a
single piece of waterproof static resistant paper that is
compatible with a commercially available printer.

2. The kit of claim 1, further comprising:

a liquid beverage disposed within the disposable container.

3. The kit of claim 2, further comprising:

apush button mist nozzle disposed along the second end of
the straw, said nozzle functioning to create a mist for
delivering the beverage within the container to a user.

4. The kit of claim 1, wherein the pocket is secured onto the
main body in a generally flat manner, and further comprises a
plurality of folds configured to expand a size of the pocket.

5. The kit of claim 1, wherein each of the main body and the
pocket are formed from a single sheet of soft polyester paper.

6. The kit of claim 1, wherein each of the main body and the
pocket are formed from a single sheet of 8.5x11 inch printer
ready synthetic polyester paper.

7. The kit of claim 1, wherein each of the main body and the
pocket include identical event indicia.

8. The kit of claim 1, wherein each of the main body and the
pocket include different event indicia.

9. A kit comprising:

a customizable attachable article that includes

a singular main body material having a front surface and
back surface,

an adhesive material and removable covering layer dis-
posed along the entirety of the back surface, said
material functioning to adhere to an article of clothing
in a peel and stick manner without causing damage to
the same, and

a pocket disposed along the front surface of the main
body; and

a disposable beverage container that is disposed within the
pocket, said beverage container comprising an elon-
gated tubular member having a valve at one end, and an
elongated straw at another end,

wherein the pocket includes a shape and dimension that is
complementary to the beverage container, and each of
the main body and the pocket are constructed from a
single piece of waterproof static resistant paper that is
compatible with a commercially available printer.

10. The kit of claim 9, wherein the valve includes a one-
way valve having a shape and dimension suitable for mating
with a beverage container and removing a liquid therefrom.

11. The kit of claim 9, further comprising:

a liquid beverage disposed within the disposable container.

12. The kit of claim 11, further comprising:

a push button mist nozzle disposed along a second end of
the straw, said nozzle functioning to create a mist for
delivering the beverage within the container to a user.

13. The kit of claim 9, wherein the pocket is secured onto
the main body in a generally flat manner, and further com-
prises a plurality of folds configured to expand a size of the
pocket.



US 9,155,375 B2
7

14. The kit of claim 9, wherein each of the main body and
the pocket are formed from a single sheet of soft polyester
paper.

15. The kit of claim 9, wherein each of the main body and
the pocket are formed from a single sheet of 8.5x11 inch 5
printer ready synthetic polyester paper.

16. The kit of claim 9, wherein each of the main body and
the pocket include identical event indicia.

17. The kit of claim 9, wherein each of the main body and
the pocket include different event indicia. 10
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