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(57) ABSTRACT

A privacy filter and its preparation method are disclosed.
One embodiment of the privacy filter comprises: a first
transparent substrate; a second transparent substrate posi-
tioned a predetermined distance apart from and opposite to
the first transparent substrate; an electrolyte filled between
the first and second transparent substrates; and a second
transparent conductive layer disposed between the electro-
lyte and the second transparent substrate. The first transpar-
ent substrate comprises: an uneven pattern having a wire
grid and trenches formed on the first transparent substrate; a
first transparent conductive layer formed on the wire grid
and the trenches of the uneven pattern; and an electrochro-
mic layer being formed on the first transparent conductive
layer along the sidewall of the wire grid and containing an
electrochromic material to transmit or absorb visible light
depending on whether an electrical signal is applied or not.

10 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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PRIVACY FILTER COMPRISING A WIRE
GRID

This application is a National Stage Entry of International
Application No. PCT/KR2011/002954, filed Apr. 22, 2011,
and claims the benefit of Korean Application No. 10-2010-
0037568, filed on Apr. 22, 2010, which are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety for all purposes as if fully
set forth herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a privacy filter and its
preparation method and, more particularly to a privacy filter
and preparation method thereof, where the privacy filter uses
an inorganic electrochromic material for a high-aspect-ratio
uneven pattern to reduce the lateral transmission without
deteriorating the front transmission, thereby enhancing the
privacy mode function, achieving a fast switching between
wide field mode and narrow field mode and securing excel-
lences in filter performance and driving stability.

BACKGROUND ART

With an increased demand for strong privacy protection,
a variety of related products have been developed in differ-
ent fields. Among the privacy-preserving products, privacy
filters that fit over a mobile phone or computer screen to
block the lateral transmission and narrow the screen’s view-
ing angle have been in increasing demand every year.
Unfortunately, the viewing angle, once narrowed, is not
restorable without eliminating the privacy filter from the
screen, incurring inconvenience that the privacy filter has to
be removed from the screen whenever the privacy protection
function is not needed.

To remove the inconvenience, there has recently been
developed a switchable privacy filter that does not involve
add-on films but controls the viewing angle selectively
according to the reception of electrical signals. Blocking the
light for the switchable privacy filters can be achieved in
different ways, such as using PDLC (Polymer Dispersed
Liquid Crystal) or PNLC (Polymer Network Liquid Crystal)
as a light-absorbing material; employing a separate LCD
structure; or applying an electrochromic material. However,
the common disadvantages of the switchable privacy filters
realized by those different methods are poor lateral trans-
mission in the privacy mode, extremely low front transmis-
sion, slow switching between wide field mode and narrow
field mode, deteriorated performance and driving stability in
continuous mode switching, and so forth. Sustainable stud-
ies have been made in searching for a solution to those
problems, still no apparent development of privacy filters
that fit the needs.

DISCLOSURE
Technical Problem

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a privacy filter using electrochromic material and prepara-
tion method thereof, where the privacy filter has a consid-
erably superior lateral transmission of light without deterio-
rating the fronttransmittance, achieves a fast switching
between wide field mode and narrow field mode and secures
excellences in filter performance and driving stability in
continuous mode switching.
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Technical Solution

To achieve the object of the present invention, there is
provided a privacy filter that comprises: a first transparent
substrate; a second transparent substrate positioned a pre-
determined distance apart from and opposite to the first
transparent substrate; an electrolyte filled between the first
and second transparent substrates; and a second transparent
conductive layer disposed between the electrolyte and the
second transparent substrate. The first transparent substrate
comprises: an uneven pattern having a wire grid and
trenches formed on the first transparent substrate; a first
transparent conductive layer formed on the wire grid and the
trenches of the uneven pattern; and an electrochromic layer
being formed on the first transparent conductive layer along
the sidewall of the wire grid and containing an electrochro-
mic material to transmit or absorb visible light depending on
whether an electrical signal is applied or not.

In this regard, the electrochromic layer is further formed
on the first transparent conductive layer on the top of the
wire grid and the bottom of the trenches of the uneven
pattern. Preferably, the electrochromic layer is an inorganic
material comprising Prussian Blue or a transition metal
oxide.

Further, there is provided a method for preparing a
privacy filter that comprises: (a) forming an uneven pattern
having a grid and trenches on a first transparent substrate; (b)
forming a first transparent conductive layer on the uneven
pattern; (c) forming an electrochromic layer on the first
transparent conductive layer of the uneven pattern; and (d)
using a second transparent substrate with a second transpar-
ent conductive layer formed thereon to dispose a spacer
between the substrate of the step (¢) and the second trans-
parent substrate, injecting an electrolyte, and then bonding
and sealing the two substrates together.

The method further comprises: dry-etching the electro-
chromic layer formed on the first transparent conductive
layer on the top of the wire grid and the bottom of the
trenches, after the step (c) of forming the electrochromic
layer on the first transparent conductive layer.

The step (c) of forming the electrochromic layer com-
prises forming Prussian Blue or a transition metal compound
using electro-deposition plating at a current density of 30 to
60 nA/cm?.

Advantageous Effects

The present invention forms an electrochromic layer
consisting of an inorganic material only on the portions of a
transparent conductive layer having an uneven pattern or on
the sidewall of the transparent conductive layer by using the
electro-deposition plating method, thereby effectively
blocking the lateral transmission of light without a loss of
the front transmittance in the private mode, achieving a fast
switching between wide field mode and narrow field mode,
and securing excellences in filter performance and driving
stability even with a continuous switching of modes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a mimetic diagram schematically showing the
structure of a privacy filter according to one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a mimetic diagram schematically showing the
structure of a privacy filter according to another embodiment
of the present invention.
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FIG. 3 is a mimetic diagram showing the principles of the
wide field mode and the narrow field mode when the current
is applied to the privacy filter of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a mimetic diagram showing a method of forming
an uneven pattern on a first transparent substrate in the
fabrication process for a privacy filter according to one
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a mimetic diagram showing a method of forming
a first transparent conductive layer on the uneven pattern of
FIG. 4 in the fabrication process for a privacy filter accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6a is a mimetic diagram showing a method of
forming an electrochromic layer on the first transparent
conductive layer of FIG. 5 in the fabrication process for a
privacy filter according to one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 6b is a mimetic diagram showing a method of
dry-etching part of the electrochromic layer in the structure
of FIG. 6a in the fabrication process for a privacy filter
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a mimetic diagram showing a method of
fabricating a privacy filter using the structure of FIG. 65 and
a second transparent substrate in the fabrication process for
a privacy filter according to one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 shows the photographs of the privacy filter fabri-
cated according to Example 1 of the present invention.

BEST MODE

Hereinafter, a detailed description will be given as to the
present invention.

The present invention relates to a switchable privacy filter
applicable to a display.

Unlike the general privacy film of which the blocking
layer is of a simple wire grid structure, the present invention
provides a privacy filter structure having a thin block layer
conformally formed on a high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern
having a wire grid and trenches or only on a sidewall of a
wire grid structure.

Further, the present invention uses an inorganic material
as an electrochromic material forming the blocking layer,
and employs electroplating, such as electro-deposition plat-
ing, rather than the conventional sputtering method.

Accordingly, the present invention can achieve a fast
switching between wide field mode and narrow field mode
(i.e., privacy mode) immediately after reception of electrical
signals and block the lateral transmission of light without
deterioration of the front transmittance in the privacy mode.

Hereinafter, a description will be given as to a privacy
filter and its preparation method according to the preferred
embodiment of the present invention with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a mimetic diagram schematically showing the
structure of a privacy filter according to one embodiment of
the present invention; and FIG. 2 is a mimetic diagram
schematically showing the structure of a privacy filter
according to another embodiment of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the privacy filter of the
present invention basically comprises: a first transparent
substrate 10; a second transparent substrate 12 positioned a
predetermined distance apart from and opposite to the first
transparent substrate 10; an electrolyte 50 filled between the
two substrates; and a second transparent conductive layer 32
disposed between the electrolyte 50 and the second trans-
parent substrate 12. The privacy filter further comprises a
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spacer 60 positioned on both ends of the first and second
transparent substrates 10 and 12 to immobilize the two
substrates.

The first transparent substrate 10 comprises a high-aspect-
ratio uneven pattern 20 having a wire grid and trenches; a
first transparent conductive layer 30 formed on the wire grid
and trenches of the uneven pattern; and an electrochromic
layer 40 containing an electrochromic material to transmit or
absorb visible light depending on whether an electrical
signal is applied or not.

Preferably, the uneven pattern 20 comprises a wire grid
and trenches at predetermined intervals on the first trans-
parent substrate 10 to have a high aspect ratio.

More preferably, the uneven pattern has such a structure
that the wire grid and the trenches are about 10 pum or less
in width, with the trench aspect ratio (depth-to-width ratio)
of at least about 2 as represented by the following equation
1.

Trench aspect ratio=Trench depth/Trench width [Equation 1]

To make the wire grid pattern invisible, the width of the
wire grid and the trenches in the uneven pattern is preferably
about 10 um or less, more preferably about 1 um or less.
More specifically, when the trench width is greater than 10
um, the wire grid pattern is viewed to scatter the screen of
the display, which is inappropriate to the privacy filter.
Further, when the aspect ratio (depth-to-width ratio) of the
trench as represented by the equation 1 is below 2, the lateral
brightness does not decrease sufficiently even in the narrow
field mode, which results in failure to function as a privacy
filter. In this regard, the uneven pattern may be an insulation
layer formed from a photoresist material.

The first transparent conductive layer 30 is conformally
formed on the wire grid and trenches of the uneven pattern
20 to give an uneven pattern structure.

The electrochromic layer 40 is preferably formed on the
first transparent conductive layer 30 along the sidewall of
the wire grid. When needed, the electrochromic layer 40
may be further formed selectively on the first transparent
conductive layer 30 on the top of the wire grid and the
bottom of the trenches of the uneven pattern.

Accordingly, the privacy filter according to one preferred
embodiment of the present invention comprises, as shown in
FIG. 1, the first transparent substrate 10; the second trans-
parent substrates 12 positioned a predetermined distance
apart from and opposite to the first transparent substrate 10;
the electrolyte 50 filled between the first and second trans-
parent substrates 10 and 12; and the second transparent
conductive layer 32 disposed between the electrolyte 50 and
the second transparent substrate 12. Further, the first trans-
parent substrate 10 may comprise: the uneven pattern 20
having a wire grid and trenches as formed on the first
transparent substrate 10; the first transparent conductive
layer 30 formed on the wire grid and the trenches of the
uneven pattern; and the electrochromic layer 40 being
formed on the first transparent conductive layer 30 along the
sidewalls of the wire grid and containing an electrochromic
material which transmits or absorbs the visible light accord-
ing to whether an electrical signal is applied or not. Between
the two substrates is disposed the spacer 60. In this structure,
the electrochromic layer 40 is not formed on the first
transparent conductive layer 30 on the top (a) of the wire
grid and the bottom (b) of the trenches of the uneven pattern
but only on the first transparent conductive layer along the
sidewalls of the wire grid and the inside of the trenches.

Further, the privacy filter according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention comprises, as shown in
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FIG. 2, the first transparent substrate 10; the second trans-
parent substrates 12 positioned a predetermined distance
apart from and opposite to the first transparent substrate 10;
the electrolyte 50 filled between the first and second trans-
parent substrates 10 and 12; and the second transparent
conductive layer 32 disposed between the electrolyte 50 and
the second transparent substrate 12. In this regard, the first
transparent substrate 10 may comprise: the uneven pattern
20 having a wire grid and trenches as formed on the first
transparent substrate 10; the first transparent conductive
layer 30 formed on the wire grid and the trenches of the
uneven pattern; and the electrochromic layer 40 being
formed on the first transparent conductive layer 30 on the
wire grid and trenches of the uneven pattern and containing
an electrochromic material which transmits or absorbs the
visible light depending on whether an electrical signal is
applied or not. Between the two substrates is disposed the
spacer 60. In this structure, the electrochromic layer 40 is
also formed on the first transparent conductive layer 30 on
both the top (a) of the wire grid and the bottom (b) of the
trenches of the uneven pattern.

The structure of FIG. 1 is more preferred in the present
invention, which is thus enabled to effectively block the
lateral transmission of light without deteriorating the front
transmittance in the privacy mode. FIG. 3 is a mimetic
diagram showing the principles of the wide field mode and
the narrow field mode when the electrical current is applied
to the privacy filer of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, when the electrical current is
applied to the switchable privacy filter in which the first
transparent substrate including the uneven pattern is con-
nected to the negative (-) electrode, and the second trans-
parent substrate is connected to the positive (+) electrode,
the transmittance of light results in discoloration of the
electrochromic layer to switch the wide field mode on. Upon
application of the current in the reverse direction, the
electrochromic layer is colored to switch the narrow field
mode (i.e., privacy mode) on. In the privacy mode, the
structure of the present invention may have a front trans-
mittance of at least about 60% at wavelength of 650 nm and
a lateral transmission of about 10% or less at the 45° viewing
angle. More preferably, the present invention may have a
front transmittance of at least about 80 % at wavelength of
650 nm and a lateral transmission of about 5% or less at the
45° viewing angle.

Hereinafter, a detailed description will be given as to a
method for preparing a privacy filter according to the
preferred embodiment of the present invention with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.

FIGS. 4 to 7 are mimetic diagrams showing the prepara-
tion process for a privacy filter according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Firstly, the preparation method for a privacy filter of the
present invention comprises: (a) forming an uneven pattern
having a wire grid and trenches on a first transparent
substrate; (b) forming a first transparent conductive layer on
the uneven pattern; (¢) forming an electrochromic layer on
the first transparent conductive layer of the uneven pattern;
and (d) using a second transparent substrate with a second
transparent conductive layer formed thereon, to position a
spacer between the substrate of the step (c¢) and the second
transparent substrate, injecting an electrolyte, and then
bonding and sealing the two substrate together to complete
a switchable privacy filter.

The step (a) is forming a high-aspect-ratio trench pattern
on a transparent substrate or producing a transparent sub-
strate having a high-aspect-ratio trench pattern. But, the
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method of forming a high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern in the
present invention is not limited to the above-specified
method and may include any kind of known methods in the
related art.

In this regard, the step of forming a high-aspect-ratio
trench pattern on a transparent substrate may employ pho-
tolithography using a material for forming an insulation
layer. Further, the step of producing a transparent substrate
having the high-aspect-ratio trench pattern may use the
master molding method or physical processing method.

Preferably, the step (a) of forming the uneven pattern
includes forming an uneven pattern on the first transparent
substrate using the photolithography, master molding, or
physical processing method.

The photolithography method may include applying a
coating of a photosensitizer or a high-transmission photo-
resist onto the first transparent substrate and performing a
mask exposure to form the uneven pattern. The material for
forming an insulation layer as used herein is not specifically
limited and may include a photosensitizer or a general
high-transmission thick photoresist, such as SU-8.

In addition to the photolithography method, the method
for forming a high-aspect-ratio pattern may use a method of
providing a high-aspect-ratio master mold and then dupli-
cating a polymer film using a thermal setting or UV-setting
polymer resin; or a method of directly processing the first
transparent substrate with a laser or mechanical means to
form an uneven pattern with a high aspect ratio.

In this regard, the step (a) will be described by exempli-
fying a method of forming a high-aspect-ratio uneven pat-
tern on a transparent substrate. FIG. 4 is a mimetic diagram
showing a method of forming an uneven pattern on the first
transparent substrate in the preparation process for a privacy
filter according to one embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 4, a coating of a material for forming an
insulation layer is applied onto the first transparent substrate
10 using a photoresist and then subjected to mask exposure
to form the high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern 20 having a
wire grid and trenches.

To form the high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern having a
wire grid and trenches, the present invention preferably
controls the width (A) of the wire grid pattern and the pitch
of the grid pattern.

In the uneven pattern structure formed on the first trans-
parent substrate 10, the wire grid width (A) and the trench
width (B) are preferably controlled to be unnoticeable in the
range of about 10 um or less, preferably about 1 um or less.
As the higher trench aspect ratio is favored in view of
blocking the lateral light transmission, the high-aspect-ratio
uneven pattern is constructed so that the trench aspect ratio
as represented by the following equation 1 based on the
trench width (B) is preferably at least about 2, more pref-
erably 3 to 4.

Trench aspect ratio=Trench depth (C)/

Trench width (B) [Equation 1]

The first transparent substrate is not specifically limited
and may be a transparent glass substrate, a transparent
polymer film, or a transparent plastic substrate.

The step (b) is, as illustrated in FIG. 5, forming a first
transparent conductive layer 30 on the wire grid and
trenches of the high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern 20. FIG. 5§
is a mimetic diagram showing a method of forming a first
transparent conductive layer on the uneven pattern of FIG.
4 in the preparation process for a privacy filter according to
one embodiment of the present invention.
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In the present invention, a first transparent conductive
layer is deposited conformally on a high-aspect-ratio uneven
pattern to have a predetermined thickness. In this regard, it
is preferable to control the thickness of the first transparent
conductive layer, because the deposition thickness and trans-
parency of the first transparent conductive layer on the
sidewall of the wire grid and trenches of the uneven pattern
have an effect on the transmittance and the switching rate
between wide field mode and narrow field mode for the
switchable privacy filter. In other words, the extremely high
thickness of the first transparent conductive layer on the
sidewall of the wire grid and the inside of the trenches leads
to a deterioration in the lateral transmission irrespective of
the electrochromic material. Hence, the deposition thickness
of the first transparent conductive layer on the sidewall of
the wire grid and the inside of the trenches is preferably
controlled in the range of about 20 to 200 nm.

The first transparent conductive layer is not specifically
limited and may include any kind of transparent conductive
layers generally used in preparation of devices, such as, for
example, conductive metal film, ITO, FTO (SnO,:F), ZnO,
etc., preferably 1TO.

The step (c) is, as illustrated in FIG. 6a, forming an
electrochromic layer 40 on the first transparent conductive
layer 30 having the uneven pattern as formed in the step (b).
FIG. 6a is a mimetic diagram showing a method of forming
an electrochromic layer on the first transparent conductive
layer of FIG. 5 in the preparation process for a privacy filter
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 6a, the process of electro-depositing an
electrochromic layer (Prussian Blue) includes connecting
the positive (+) electrode to the platinum (Pt) or graphite
electrode and the negative (=) electrode to the substrate
having the first transparent conductive layer in a mixed
solution of K;[Fe(CN),, FeCl;-6H,0] and HCI, and then
electro-depositing Prussian Blue as an electrochromic layer.
The electro-deposition is carried out at a current density of
about 30 to 60 pA/cm?. Through the electro-deposition, the
electrochromic layer 40 is formed in a predetermined thick-
ness entirely on the first transparent conductive layer 30
having the uneven pattern formed on the first transparent
substrate 10. The thickness of the electrochromic layer is
preferably about 10 nm to 1 pm, more preferably 100 to 500
nm.

If not specifically limited, the electrochromic material
used in the structure of the present invention is preferably
Prussian Blue, which costs less than transition metal oxides,
such as WO; or Li,Ni,O,, or organic electrochromic mate-
rials, such as viologen. Further, Prussian Blue is most
suitable as an electrochromic material in the aspect of the
process in that the electrochromic layer can be formed
conformally on the uneven pattern by electro-deposition
rather than the sputtering process which highly costs. In
other words, the present invention using the high-aspect-
ratio uneven pattern may use a transition metal oxide, such
as WO, or LiNi,O,, as well as Prussian Blue, but the
preferred electrochromic material is Prussian Blue in the
aspect of expense or process.

In this regard, the electrochromic layer electro-deposited
entirely on the first transparent conductive layer of the
high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern is used to reduce the front
transmittance during the coloring (i.e., in the privacy mode).
It is therefore more preferable to carry out a dry etching on
a part of the electrochromic layer in the structure of FIG. 6a,
as illustrated in FIG. 64, in order to decrease the lateral
transmission only without lowering the front transmittance
when necessary.
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Referring to FIG. 65, the method further comprises a step
of dry-etching the electrochromic layer 40 formed on the
first transparent conductive layer 30 on the top of the wire
grid and the bottom of the trenches to remain the electro-
chromic layer only on the inner sidewall of the trenches of
the uneven pattern, after the step (¢) of forming the elec-
trochromic layer on the first transparent conductive layer.
This step eliminates the electrochromic 40 layer formed on
the first transparent conductive layer 30 on the top (a) of the
wire grid and the bottom (b) of the trenches of the uneven
pattern to remain the electrochromic layer only on the
sidewall of the wire grid and the inner sidewall of the
trenches of the uneven pattern. The dry etching may use ICP
RIE (Inductive Coupled Plasma Reactive lon Etching). The
etching gas as used herein is not specifically limited and may
be argon (Ar) gas.

In this manner, the dry etching step results in the structure
of FIG. 1. Without the dry etching step, the structure of FIG.
2 is completed. But, the dry etching step may be omitted if
a loss of the front transmittance has nothing to do with the
purpose of the privacy filter.

The conductive transparent substrate used in the step (d)
is not specifically limited and may include ITO glass or ITO
film, which is commonly used in the related art.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a privacy filter pre-
pared using the structure of FIG. 65 and a second transparent
substrate, where the privacy filter comprises: a first trans-
parent substrate 10 including a first transparent conductive
layer 30 with the above-specified uneven pattern and an
electrochromic layer 40; a second transparent substrate 12
disposed a predetermined distance apart from and opposite
to the first transparent substrate 10; a spacer film 60 disposed
between the first and second transparent substrates; and an
electrolyte 50 injected between the two transparent substrate
and blocked against leakage by adhesively bonding and
sealing the two transparent substrates together.

The electrolyte as used herein may be at least one selected
from the group consisting of aqueous solutions of KCI, HCI,
or LiClO -propylene carbonate, preferably at concentration
of about 0.2 to 2 M, more preferably at about 0.5 to 1.5 M.
Further, the spacer film 60 is to keep the upper and lower
substrates out of direct contact with each other and provide
a space for injection of the electrolyte, and its type is not
specifically limited but includes, for example, polymer film,
or thin plastic or glass.

Mode for Invention

Hereinafter, the functions and effects of the present inven-
tion will be described in further detail by way of specified
examples of the present invention, which are given for
illustrations only and not intended to limit the scope of the
present invention.

EXAMPLE 1

An AZ 4620 photoresist was applied to a thickness of 8
um on a 0.63 t glass substrate and then exposed with a mask
to form a high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern having the struc-
ture of FIG. 4. The high-aspect-ratio uneven pattern thus
obtained had a wire grid pattern with a width of 2 um and
a pitch of 4 um, where the aspect ratio of the wire grid and
trench pattern was 4.

On the AZ 4620 uneven pattern with high aspect ratio was
evenly deposited a 150 nm-thickness ITO layer on the top of
the uneven pattern and the inner wall of the trenches (See.
FIG. 5).
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Subsequently, a mixed solution of 0.05 M K;[Fe(CN)],
FeCl,-6H,0, and HCl at volume ratio of 2:2:1 was prepared
and used in electroplating Prussian Blue (an electrochromic
layer), with the positive (+) electrode connected to the
platinum (Pt) electrode and the negative (-) electrode con-
nected to the substrate having the ITO uneven pattern (See.
FIG. 6a). In this process, Prussian Blue was electro-depos-
ited in thickness of 100 nm at a current density of 50
pA/cm?,

Then, ICP RIE (Inductive Coupled Plasma Reactive Ion
Etching) using an Ar gas was conducted on the deposited
Prussian Blue, leaving Prussian Blue only on the sidewalls,
as shown in FIG. 6b. This process completed a first trans-
parent substrate having an uneven pattern, where the Prus-
sian Blue is formed only on the inner walls of the trenches
other than the top (b) of the wire grid and the bottom (b) of
the trenches in the ITO uneven pattern. A second transparent
substrate was a glass with 150 nm-thickness ITO deposition.
Between the first and second substrates was disposed a 30
um-thickness spacer film and then injected an electrolyte (1
M KCI aqueous solution). The two substrates were adhe-
sively bonded and sealed together to prevent leaks of the
electrolyte, thereby completing a privacy filter (See. FIG. 8).

An electrical current was applied to the privacy filter in
which the negative (-) electrode was connected to the first
transparent substrate of the uneven structure, the positive (-)
electrode connected to the second transparent substrate. This
results in discoloration of the Prussian Blue to switch the
wide field mode on. An application of an electrical current
in the reverse direction led to coloration of the Prussian Blue
to switch the narrow field mode (i.e., privacy mode) on.

Further, the switchable privacy filter had a front transmit-
tance of 50% at wavelength of 600 nm and a lateral
transmittance of 15% at a 45° viewing angle.

DESCRIPTION OF SIGNALS

: FIRST TRANSPARENT SUBSTRATE

: SECOND TRANSPARENT SUBSTRATE

: HIGH-ASPECT-RATIO UNEVEN PATTERN

: FIRST TRANSPARENT CONDUCTIVE LAYER

: SECOND TRANSPARENT CONDUCTIVE LAYER
: ELECTROCHROMIC LAYER

: ELECTROLYTE

60: SPACER

A: WIDTH OF WIRE GRID IN UNEVEN PATTERN
B: WIDTH OF TRENCH IN UNEVEN PATTERN

C: DEPTH OF TRENCH IN UNEVEN PATTERN

a: TOP OF FIRST TRANSPARENT CONDUCTIVE

LAYER ON WIRE GRID OF UNEVEN PATTERN
b: TOP OF FIRST TRANSPARENT CONDUCTIVE

LAYER ON BOTTOM OF TRENCH IN UNEVEN PAT-

TERN

What is claimed is:

1. A privacy filter controllably adjustable between a wide
field viewing mode and a narrow field viewing mode, to
block lateral viewing and to narrow viewing angle while
retaining front viewing in the narrow field mode, compris-
ing:
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a first transparent substrate including a plurality of pattern
elements in the form of a wire grid, each comprising a
first sidewall portion, a top portion, and a second
sidewall portion, and having a bottom portion between
adjacent pattern elements, to form a plurality of
trenches;

a second transparent substrate positioned a predetermined
distance apart from and opposite to the first transparent
substrate, and having a planar configuration;

an electrolyte filled between the first and second trans-
parent substrates;

a second transparent conductive layer disposed between
the electrolyte and the second transparent substrate;

a first transparent conductive layer formed on the first
transparent substrate; and

an electrochromic layer being formed on the first trans-
parent conductive layer parallel to the sidewall of the
wire grid of the first transparent substrate and contain-
ing an electrochromic material to transmit or absorb
visible light responsive to an electrical signal applied to
the first and second transparent conductive layers,

wherein the electrochromic layer is an inorganic material
comprising Prussian Blue or LiNiO,.

2. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
electrochromic layer is further formed on the first transpar-
ent conductive layer on the top of the wire grid and the
bottom of the trenches of the uneven pattern.

3. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
uneven pattern has a pattern structure with a wire grid and
trenches being 10 um or less in width and a trench aspect
ratio (depth-to-width ratio) of at least 2 as represented by the
following Equation 1:

Trench aspect ratio=Trench depth/Trench width [Equation 1]

4. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
uneven pattern is an insulation layer formed from a photo-
sensitizer.

5. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
electrochromic layer is 10 nm to 1 pm in thickness.

6. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
first transparent conductive layer has a sidewall thickness of
20 to 200 nm on the wire grid and inside the trenches of the
uneven pattern.

7. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
first and second transparent conductive layers are selected
from the group consisting of a conductive metal film, ITO,
FTO, and ZnO.

8. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
first and second transparent substrates are a transparent
glass, a polymer film, or a transparent plastic substrate.

9. The privacy filter as claimed in claim 1, further
comprising:

a spacer for immobilizing the first and second transparent

substrates.

10. A display device comprising the privacy filter as
claimed in claim 1.



