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1
METHOD FOR TESTING
ANALOG-TO-DIGITAL CONVERTER AND
SYSTEM THEREFOR

BACKGROUND

1. Field

This disclosure relates generally to test methods and
systems, and more specifically, to methods and systems for
testing analog-to-digital converters.

2. Related Art

Many of today’s system on chip (SoC) devices include
converters such as an analog-to-digital converter (ADC). An
ADC generally samples received analog voltages and con-
verts the sampled voltages into digital values. The resolution
or precision of an ADC is typically dependent upon the
application of SoCs. For example, if the ADC was used to
determine a temperature in a consumer temperature sensing
application, then a typical resolution might be 8 bits. Higher
resolution ADCs require higher precision and are generally
more sensitive to environmental conditions such as circuit
noise, temperature, operating voltages, and so on.

Traditionally, ADCs are tested by providing test input
voltages representing each of the conversion result values.
To account for noise and to precisely calculate the error, the
test input voltage is varied in multiple steps in the range of
each conversion result value. Because this test technique is
time consuming, which leads to prolonged test times and
requires expensive test equipment, it is desirable to perform
ADC testing within a system or application to assist in
system debug efforts, for example.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention is illustrated by way of example
and is not limited by the accompanying figures, in which like
references indicate similar elements. Elements in the figures
are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not nec-
essarily been drawn to scale.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a data
processing system according to an embodiment of the pres-
ent disclosure.

FIG. 2 is simplified schematic diagram illustrating an
exemplary successive approximation register (SAR) ADC
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a simplified flow chart illustrating an exemplary
method for testing an ADC using a DAC according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure includes a method and system
which accommodates testing of an analog-to-digital con-
verter (ADC) using a digital-to-analog converter (DAC)
which has a smaller output voltage range than the ADC input
voltage range. For example, the ADC may have a 3 volt
input voltage range and the DAC may have a 1.5 volt output
voltage range. Because the DAC has an output voltage range
less than an input voltage range of the ADC, a portion of the
ADC voltage range may be tested by selectively coupling
capacitors in the capacitor array of the ADC to a reference
voltage VREF. Capacitors selectively coupled to VREF
during a sampling phase of the ADC operation allow an
offset voltage to be added to the DAC output voltages.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a data
processing system 100 according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. In some embodiments, data processing
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2

system 100 may be implemented as a single integrated
circuit. In some embodiments, data processing system 100
may be implemented as a plurality of integrated circuits, or
may be implemented as a combination of integrated circuits
and discrete components. Alternate embodiments may
implement system 100 in any manner.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, data processing
system 100 includes a central processing unit (CPU) 102,
memory 104, other modules 106, a digital-to-analog con-
verter (DAC) 108, and analog-to-digital converter (ADC)
110, which are all bi-directionally coupled to each other by
way of a system bus 112. The DAC 108 and the ADC 110
are also coupled to each other via bus 114. In some embodi-
ments, system 100 may include fewer, more, or different
blocks of circuitry than those illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 is a simplified schematic diagram illustrating an
exemplary successive approximation register (SAR) ADC
200 according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
SAR ADC 200 depicts representative circuitry of ADC 110
in FIG. 1 and includes a capacitor array 202, a comparator
204, an SAR control unit 206, test logic 208, a multiplexer
210, and switches 212-228.

Capacitor array 202 includes a plurality of binary-
weighted capacitors C1-CN, where N is the number of bits
of resolution of the ADC. For example, capacitor array 202
may include binary-weighted capacitors C1-C12 for a 12-bit
resolution ADC. In some embodiments, the capacitor array
may be a two-stage weighted capacitor array, a C-2C ladder
capacitor array, or any suitable form of a capacitor array
sufficient for an SAR ADC.

In this embodiment, C1 is characterized as the least
significant bit (LSB) capacitor and CN is characterized as
the most significant bit (MSB) capacitor. A dummy capacitor
(not shown) is included in the capacitor array and has equal
value as the LSB capacitor. Each capacitor C1-CN has a first
terminal and a second terminal whereby capacitors C1-CN
are coupled between switches 212-228 and a first input of
comparator 204. Switches 212, 218, and 224 selectively
couple the first terminal of each capacitor C1-CN of the
capacitor array 202 to a voltage VIN provided at an output
of the multiplexer 210. Switches 214, 220, and 226 selec-
tively couple the first terminal of each capacitor C1-CN of
the capacitor array 202 to first voltage reference node
VREFH. Switches 216, 222, and 228 selectively couple the
first terminal of each capacitor C1-CN of the capacitor array
202 to second voltage reference node VREFL. The second
terminal of each capacitor C1-CN is coupled to the first input
of comparator 204 (node VP).

Comparator 204 includes the first input coupled to receive
a voltage VP at node VP coupled to the second terminal of
the capacitors C1-CN, a second input coupled to receive a
reference voltage VBIAS at a VBIAS supply terminal, and
an output for providing a digital indication of whether the
voltage at the first input is higher or lower than the voltage
at the second input. In this embodiment, comparator 204 is
characterized as a differential comparator and compares the
voltage VP with the reference voltage VBIAS. For example,
when VP is lower than VBIAS,; the output of comparator 204
can be at a logic low level, and when VP is higher than
VBIAS, the output of comparator 204 can be at a logic high
level.

SAR control unit 206 is coupled to receive the digital
indication from comparator 204 of whether VP is at a higher
voltage or lower voltage than VBIAS. SAR control unit 206
sequentially determines the value of bits based on the
indication from comparator 204 and stores the results in a
register, memory, or the like. For example, in an 8-bit
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resolution ADC, a first bit value may be determined in a first
clock cycle and stored, and a second bit value may be
determined in a second clock cycle and stored, and so on
until all eight bit values have been determined and stored.
The SAR control unit 206 is coupled to provide signals via
bus 230 for controlling switches 212-228 and is coupled to
test logic block 208 via bus 232 whereby a pass or fail can
be determined based on the stored results.

Test logic block 208 of SAR ADC 200 communicates
with the DAC 108 in FIG. 1 via bus 114. For example, test
logic block 208 may provide a series of test codes to the
DAC 108 and the DAC 108, in turn, outputs voltages for
testing a portion of the voltage range of the ADC 200. The
test logic block 208 may be used to determine a pass/fail
result from an ADC conversion corresponding to a test code
sent to the DAC 108.

Multiplexer 210 couples an output of DAC 108 in FIG. 1
to capacitor array 202 during a test mode. Multiplexer 210
includes a first input IN for receiving an analog voltage
during normal operation of the SAR ADC 200, a second
input for receiving an analog voltage from DAC 108 during
a test mode, and an output for providing an input voltage
VIN to the capacitor array 202 via switches 212, 218, and
224. Multiplexer 210 receives a control signal (not shown)
to select one of the first input or the second input to be
coupled to the output.

During a sample phase of the ADC 110, voltage at node
VIN is sampled on binary-weighted capacitors C1-CN in the
capacitor array 202 via switches 212, 218, and 224. After the
voltage at node VIN is sampled on binary-weighted capaci-
tors C1-CN in the capacitor array 202, switches 212, 218,
and 224 are opened in a hold phase. In a conversion phase,
charge on each binary-weighted capacitor is successively
redistributed and compared with a reference voltage VBIAS
at comparator 204, converting the sampled voltage to a
digital value.

FIG. 3 is a simplified flow chart illustrating an exemplary
method for testing an ADC using a DAC according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure. In this embodiment,
DAC 108 has a voltage range which is less than a voltage
range of ADC 110 and is coupled to provide a range of
voltages to an input of ADC 110 via bus 114 during a test
mode. The DAC 108 receives input codes such as test codes,
commands, or the like, and in turn outputs corresponding
analog voltages. The DAC 108 output voltages are provided
to the ADC 110 during the test mode. The ADC 110 samples
the provided voltages and through a conversion process,
generates digital output codes. The ADC 110 may store the
output codes in memory, registers, or the like, and may
provide the output codes to functional blocks such as test
logic unit 208, for example.

At step 302, an ADC test mode is enabled. In some
embodiments, variables may be set or reset to initial values
for a test procedure. For example, a procedure to test an
ADC using a DAC may include initial settings of variables
such as an iteration number I set to I=1, a DAC resolution
set to 12 bits, a DAC step size set to 1, an ADC resolution
set to 12 bits, an ADC maximum output code D setto 1, and
SO on.

At step 304, a DAC output is coupled to a capacitor array
of the ADC. In this embodiment, capacitor array 202
includes a plurality of binary-weighted capacitors C1-CN,
where N is the number of bits of resolution of the ADC 110.
In some embodiments, the capacitor array 202 may be a
two-stage weighted capacitor array, a C-2C ladder capacitor
array, or any suitable form of a capacitor array sufficient for
an SAR ADC. In this embodiment, DAC 108 is coupled to
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provide voltages to an input of ADC 110 via bus 114 during
the ADC test mode. Switches 212, 218, and 224 selectively
couple the first terminal of each capacitor C1-CN of the
capacitor array 202 to the input of ADC 110. A series of test
codes are provided to the DAC 108. The DAC 108 in turn
outputs a test voltage corresponding to each test code.

In this embodiment, the DAC 108 output voltage is
ramped or increased sequentially to test the ADC 110. For
example using an M-bit DAC 108, input test codes may be
increased sequentially from 0 to 2"M-1. In this example, a
12-bit DAC 108 having a 1.5 volt range may be considered.
When a first test code of 0000 (decimal) is provided to the
DAC 108, a corresponding voltage of 0 volts (0000*(1.5
volts/2"12 codes)) may be output from the DAC 108. When
a second test code 0of 0001 (decimal) is provided to the DAC
108, a corresponding voltage of 0.366 millivolts (0001*(1.5
volts/2"12 codes)) may be output. When a third test code of
0002 (decimal) is provided to the DAC 108, a corresponding
voltage of 0.732 millivolts (0002*(1.5 volts/2"12 codes))
may be output, and so on until a last test code of 4095
(decimal) is provided to the DAC 108 whereby a corre-
sponding voltage of 1.50 volts (4095%*(1.5 volts/2"12 codes))
may be output. In some embodiments, the DAC 108 output
voltage may be decreased sequentially to test the ADC 110.
In some embodiments, portions of the DAC 108 output
voltage range may be used to test the ADC 110.

At step 306, one or more capacitors in the capacitor array
of the ADC 110 are selectively coupled to a reference
voltage (VREF) supply. In some embodiments, the reference
voltage VREF may include VREFH or VREFL shown in
FIG. 2. Because the DAC 108 has a voltage range less than
a voltage range of the ADC 110, a portion of the ADC 110
voltage range may be tested by selectively coupling capaci-
tors in the capacitor array 202 to the reference voltage
VREF. For example, when an M-bit DAC having 1.5 volt
range is used to test an N-bit ADC having a 3.0 volt range,
the DAC input code may be increased sequentially from O to
2"M-1 in a first iteration outputting a voltage that increases
substantially linearly. In this example, about a one-half
portion of the ADC 110 voltage range may be tested. The
series of DAC input codes may be representative of a linear
signal having a slope determined to test about one-half of the
voltage range of the ADC. To test one or more next portions
of the ADC 110 voltage range, capacitors are selectively
coupled to VREF in subsequent iterations such that an offset
voltage is added to the DAC 108 output voltages. For
example, the last DAC 108 voltage of the tested one-half
portion may correspond to the last converted ADC 110
output code D=2048. To test the next one-fourth portion of
the ADC 110 voltage range, capacitors C1 (LSB) and CN
(MSB) may be coupled to VREF in a second iteration
causing the DAC 108 to output voltages corresponding to
ADC 110 output codes 2049-3072. To test the next one-
eighth portion of the ADC 110 voltage range, capacitors C1
(LSB), CN-1, and CN (MSB) may be coupled to VREF in
a third iteration causing the DAC 108 to output voltages
corresponding to ADC 110 output codes 3073-3584, and so
on.

At step 308, the DAC 108 output voltage is provided,
during a sampling phase of the ADC 110, to the plurality of
binary weighted capacitors of the capacitor array 202
excluding capacitors coupled to the VREF supply. The DAC
108 output test voltage corresponds to the test codes pro-
vided to the DAC 108. Referring back to FIG. 2, in the test
mode, multiplexer is configured to allow output voltage
from DAC 108 to be coupled to VIN, and switches 212, 218,
and 224 selectively couple VIN to capacitors of the capacitor
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array. For example, the DAC 108 output voltage may not be
provided to capacitors C1 and CN in the ADC 110 D+1
output code example above because C1 and CN may be
coupled to VREF.

At step 310, ADC 110 conversion is performed on a
sampled voltage. For example, during an ADC conversion
phase, charge on each binary-weighted capacitor is succes-
sively redistributed and compared with a reference voltage
VBIAS at comparator 204, converting the sampled voltage
to a digital value or ADC output code.

At step 312, determine if the ADC 110 output code D has
reached a maximum. If the ADC 110 output code D has
reached a maximum (yes), then the test is complete at step
314. If the ADC 110 output code D has not reached a
maximum (no), then determine if a maximum DAC 108
input value has been reached at step 316. In some embodi-
ments, a maximum ADC 110 output code for a portion of the
ADC 110 output codes may be determined such as when
testing a portion of the ADC 110 voltage range, for example.
In some embodiments, a minimum ADC 110 output code
may be determined at step 312, for example, when testing
the ADC 110 using the DAC 108 having a ramp voltage that
is characterized as a decreasing ramp voltage.

At step 316, determine if the DAC 108 input code has
reached a maximum. The DAC 108 output voltages corre-
spond to the input codes provided to the DAC 108. When a
maximum input code is provided to the DAC 108, the DAC
108 may output a corresponding maximum voltage. For
example, considering a 12-bit DAC having 1.5 volt range,
the maximum input code may be 4095 (decimal) and may
correspond to an output voltage of 1.5 volts. If the DAC 108
input code has not reached a maximum (no), then increment
DAC 108 input value by step size at step 318. If the DAC
108 input code has reached a maximum (yes), then deter-
mine if the increment value I equals the ADC resolution bits
(I=N) at step 320. In some embodiments, a maximum DAC
input code for a portion of the possible DAC input codes
may be determined such as when testing a portion of the
ADC 110 voltage range, for example. In some embodiments,
a minimum DAC 108 input code may be determined at step
316, for example, when testing the ADC 110 using the DAC
108 having a ramp voltage that is characterized as a decreas-
ing ramp voltage.

At step 318, the DAC 108 input code is incremented by
a step size. If the DAC 108 input code has not reached a
maximum input code at step 316, then increment DAC 108
input code according to the step size and return at step 308.
For example, an input code of 0010 (decimal) may be
provided to the DAC 108, and after incrementing, the input
code may be at 0012 (decimal) according to a step size of 2.

At step 320, determine if the iteration number I equals the
number of ADC bits of resolution N. If the DAC 108 input
code has reached a maximum at step 316, then determine if
the iteration number I has reached the number of ADC bits
of resolution N. An iteration generally refers to the process
of providing a set of input codes to the DAC whereby
corresponding output voltages are provided to test a portion
of the voltage range of the ADC. For example, a first
iteration may correspond to input codes provided to the
DAC which begin at a minimum code and end at a maxi-
mum code. Considering a 12-bit DAC having 1.5 volt range,
the minimum input code may be 0000 (decimal) and may
correspond to an output voltage of 0 volts, and the maximum
input code may be 4095 (decimal) and may correspond to an
output voltage of 1.5 volts. In some embodiments, the size
of the portion of the voltage range of the ADC may be
determined by the selected coupling of one or more capaci-
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6

tors of the plurality of binary-weighted capacitors. In some
embodiments, the slope of a ramped signal resulting from a
series of test codes may be determined by a step size
between DAC input codes of the series of test codes.

Because the DAC 108 has a voltage range less than a
voltage range of the ADC 110, more than one iteration of the
DAC input code may be required to test the voltage range of
the ADC 110. The first iteration (1=1) may allow the DAC
to be used to test a first portion of the ADC 110 voltage
range. For example, the first iteration may include a series of
test codes provided to the DAC which in turn outputs
corresponding output voltages from 0 volts through 1.5 volts
representative of a linear signal having a slope determined to
test about a one-half portion of a 12-bit ADC having a 3.0
volt input voltage range. To test a second and subsequent
portions of the ADC 110 voltage range, capacitors may be
selectively coupled to VREF in the second and subsequent
iterations such that an offset voltage is added to the DAC
108 output voltages. For example, the second iteration (1=2)
may include a series of test codes provided to the DAC 108
which in turn outputs corresponding output voltages from
approximately 1.5 volts through 2.25 volts and may be
representative of a linear signal having a slope determined to
test about a one-fourth additional portion of the 12-bit ADC
110 having a 3.0 volt input voltage range. A third iteration
(1=3) may include a series of test codes provided to the DAC
108 which in turn outputs corresponding output voltages
from approximately 2.25 volts through 2.375 volts and may
be representative of a linear signal having a slope deter-
mined to test about a one-eighth additional portion of the
ADC 110 input voltage range. A fourth iteration (1=4) may
include DAC 108 output voltages to test about a one-
sixteenth additional portion of the ADC 110, a fifth iteration
(1=5) may include DAC 108 output voltages to test about a
one-thirty-second additional portion of the ADC 110, and so
on through a twelfth iteration (I=N=12) beyond which no
further binary-weighted capacitors can be selectively
coupled to VREF. The accumulative range of the DAC 108
output voltages over iterations 1 through 12 can be used to
test the entire input voltage range of ADC 110 by testing
4096 out of a possible 4096 ADC output codes in the
foregoing example.

If the iteration number I does not equal the number of
ADC bits of resolution N (no), then increment the iteration
number | at step 322 and continue at step 324. If the iteration
number [ equals the number of ADC bits of resolution N
(ves), then change the DAC step size according to 2" (M-
N+1) at step 324.

At step 322, the DAC 108 input code step size is incre-
mented. If the DAC 108 input code has not reached a
maximum input code at step 316, then increment DAC 108
input code step size and return at step 308. For example, the
DAC 108 input code step size may initially be at 1 whereby
each input code may be increased by 1. After incrementing
the input code step size to 2, each input code may be
increased by 2, effectively skipping every other input code.

At step 324, change the DAC step size by 2"(M-N+1). If
the iteration number I equals the number of ADC bits of
resolution N at step 320 or if the iteration number was
incremented at step 322, then the DAC step size may be
changed according to 2"(M-N+1). For example, the DAC
108 step size may initially be at 1 whereby each input code
may be increased by 1. After incrementing the step size to
2, each input code may be increased by 2, effectively
skipping every other input code. After the DAC 108 step size
is changed according to 2"(M-N+1), then continue at step
306.
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The following are various embodiments of the present
invention.

Generally, there is provided, a method of testing an
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) having a plurality of
binary-weighted capacitors including: coupling an output of
a digital-to-analog converter (DAC) to the plurality of
binary-weighted capacitors, the DAC having a voltage range
that is less than a voltage range of the ADC; providing a
series of test codes to the DAC, the series of test codes for
testing a portion of the voltage range of the ADC; outputting
a test voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC
to the plurality of binary-weighted capacitors during a
sampling phase of the ADC; determining an output code
from the test voltage during an ADC conversion phase;
selectively coupling one or more capacitors of the plurality
of binary-weighted capacitors, corresponding to a next por-
tion of the ADC to be tested, to a reference voltage; and
iteratively performing the steps of providing, outputting,
determining, and selectively coupling until testing of the
voltage range of the ADC is complete. Providing a series of
test codes may further include providing a series of test
codes during a first iteration, the series of test codes repre-
sentative of a linear signal having a slope determined to test
about one-half of the voltage range of the ADC. Providing
a series of test codes may further include providing a series
of test codes during a second iteration, the series of test
codes representative of a linear signal having a slope deter-
mined to test an additional one-quarter of the voltage range
of the ADC. Outputting a test voltage corresponding to the
test codes from the DAC to the plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors during a sampling phase of the ADC may further
include outputting the test voltage corresponding to the test
codes from the DAC to the plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors excluding the one or more capacitors of the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors corresponding to a
beginning test code of the next portion of the ADC to be
tested. The ADC may be characterized as being a successive
approximation register (SAR) ADC. Providing a series of
test codes to the DAC, the series of test codes for testing a
portion of the voltage range of the ADC, may further include
providing a series of test codes for testing a portion of the
voltage range of the ADC, a size of the portion determined
by the selected coupling of one or more capacitors of the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors. Outputting a test
voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC may
further include outputting a voltage that increases substan-
tially linearly. Testing of the voltage range of the ADC may
be complete when a maximum voltage of an ADC input
range is reached. Determining an output code from the test
voltage during an ADC conversion phase may further
include comparing a voltage from the plurality of binary-
weighted capacitors with a reference voltage.

In another embodiment, there is provided, a method of
testing a successive approximation register analog-to-digital
converter (SAR ADC) having a plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors including: coupling an output of a digital-to-
analog converter (DAC) to the plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors, the DAC having a voltage range that is less than
a voltage range of the SAR ADC; providing a series of test
codes to the DAC, the series of test codes representing a
substantially linear voltage change over time, the series of
test codes for testing a portion of the voltage range of the
SAR ADC; outputting a test voltage corresponding to the
test codes from the DAC to the plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors during a sampling phase of the SAR ADC;
determining an output code from the test voltage during a
SAR ADC conversion phase; selectively coupling one or
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more capacitors of the plurality of binary-weighted capaci-
tors, corresponding to a next portion of the SAR ADC to be
tested, to a reference voltage; and iteratively performing the
steps of providing, outputting, determining, and selectively
coupling until testing of the voltage range of the SAR ADC
is complete. The voltage range of the DAC may be further
characterized as being an output voltage range and the
voltage range of the ADC may be further characterized as
being an input voltage range. Outputting a test voltage
corresponding to the test codes from the DAC to the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors during a sampling
phase of the SAR ADC may further include outputting the
test voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC to
the plurality of binary-weighted capacitors excluding the
one or more capacitors of the plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors corresponding to a beginning test code of the next
portion of the SAR ADC to be tested. Determining an output
code from the test voltage during an SAR ADC conversion
phase may further include comparing a voltage from the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors with a reference
voltage. Providing a series of test codes to the DAC, the
series of test codes representing a substantially linear volt-
age changing over time may further include the substantially
linear voltage increasing over time. Testing of the voltage
range of the SAR ADC may be complete when a maximum
voltage of an SAR ADC output voltage is reached. Providing
a series of test codes may further include providing a series
of test codes during a first iteration, the series of test codes
may have a slope determined to test about one-half of the
voltage range of the SAR ADC, and during a second
iteration, the series of test codes may have a slope deter-
mined to test an additional one-quarter of the voltage range
of the SAR ADC.

In yet another embodiment, there is provided, a data
processing system including: a digital-to-analog converter
(DAC) having a first voltage range, the DAC having an input
for receiving a test code, and an output; an analog-to-digital
converter (ADC) having a second voltage range larger than
the first voltage range, the ADC having an input coupled to
the output of the DAC, and an output for providing a
plurality of output codes representative of the second volt-
age range; and test logic coupled to the ADC, the test logic
for controlling testing of the ADC using the DAC for testing
portions of the second voltage range of the ADC, wherein a
beginning portion of a series of test codes provided to the
DAC is for testing a beginning portion of the second voltage
range and subsequent portions of the series of test codes is
for testing subsequent portions of the second voltage range,
and wherein the subsequent portions of the second voltage
range are tested until testing of all of the second voltage
range of the ADC is complete. The ADC may be character-
ized as being a successive approximation register ADC. The
series of test codes may be representative of a ramped signal
having a slope determined by a step size between test codes
of the series of test codes. The data processing system may
be implemented on a single integrated circuit.

By now it should be appreciated that there has been
provided a method and system which accommodates testing
of an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) using a digital-to-
analog converter (DAC) which has a smaller output voltage
range than the ADC input voltage range. Because the DAC
has an output voltage range less than an input voltage range
of the ADC, a portion of the ADC voltage range may be
tested by selectively coupling capacitors in the capacitor
array to a reference voltage VREF. Capacitors selectively
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coupled to VREF during a sampling phase of the ADC
operation allow an offset voltage to be added to the DAC
output voltages.

As used herein, the term “bus” is used to refer to a
plurality of signals or conductors which may be used to
transfer one or more various types of information, such as
data, addresses, control, or status. The conductors as dis-
cussed herein may be illustrated or described in reference to
being a single conductor, a plurality of conductors, unidi-
rectional conductors, or bidirectional conductors. However,
different embodiments may vary the implementation of the
conductors. For example, separate unidirectional conductors
may be used rather than bidirectional conductors and vice
versa. Also, plurality of conductors may be replaced with a
single conductor that transfers multiple signals serially or in
a time multiplexed manner. Likewise, single conductors
carrying multiple signals may be separated out into various
different conductors carrying subsets of these signals. There-
fore, many options exist for transferring signals.

The terms “assert” or “set” and “negate” (or “deassert” or
“clear”) are used herein when referring to the rendering of
a signal, status bit, or similar apparatus into its logically true
or logically false state, respectively. If the logically true state
is a logic level one, the logically false state is a logic level
zero. And if the logically true state is a logic level zero, the
logically false state is a logic level one.

Each signal described herein may be designed as positive
or negative logic, where negative logic can be indicated by
a bar over the signal name or an asterix (*) following the
name. In the case of a negative logic signal, the signal is
active low where the logically true state corresponds to a
logic level zero. In the case of a positive logic signal, the
signal is active high where the logically true state corre-
sponds to a logic level one. Note that any of the signals
described herein can be designed as either negative or
positive logic signals. Therefore, in alternate embodiments,
those signals described as positive logic signals may be
implemented as negative logic signals, and those signals
described as negative logic signals may be implemented as
positive logic signals.

Because the apparatus implementing the present inven-
tion is, for the most part, composed of electronic compo-
nents and circuits known to those skilled in the art, circuit
details will not be explained in any greater extent than that
considered necessary as illustrated above, for the under-
standing and appreciation of the underlying concepts of the
present invention and in order not to obfuscate or distract
from the teachings of the present invention.

Although the invention has been described with respect to
specific conductivity types or polarity of potentials, skilled
artisans appreciated that conductivity types and polarities of
potentials may be reversed.

Moreover, the terms “front,” “back,” “top,” “bottom,”
“over,” “under” and the like in the description and in the
claims, if any, are used for descriptive purposes and not
necessarily for describing permanent relative positions. It is
understood that the terms so used are interchangeable under
appropriate circumstances such that the embodiments of the
invention described herein are, for example, capable of
operation in other orientations than those illustrated or
otherwise described herein.

Some of the above embodiments, as applicable, may be
implemented using a variety of different data processing
systems. For example, although FIG. 1 and the discussion
thereof describe an exemplary data processing system, this
exemplary system is presented merely to provide a useful
reference in discussing various aspects of the invention. Of
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course, the description of the system has been simplified for
purposes of discussion, and it is just one of many different
types of appropriate system that may be used in accordance
with the invention. Those skilled in the art will recognize
that the boundaries between logic blocks are merely illus-
trative and that alternative embodiments may merge logic
blocks or circuit elements or impose an alternate decompo-
sition of functionality upon various logic blocks or circuit
elements.

Thus, it is to be understood that the systems depicted
herein are merely exemplary, and that in fact many other
system can be implemented which achieve the same func-
tionality. In an abstract, but still definite sense, any arrange-
ment of components to achieve the same functionality is
effectively “associated” such that the desired functionality is
achieved. Hence, any two components herein combined to
achieve a particular functionality can be seen as “associated
with” each other such that the desired functionality is
achieved, irrespective of architectures or intermedial com-
ponents. Likewise, any two components so associated can
also be viewed as being “operably connected,” or “operably
coupled,” to each other to achieve the desired functionality.

The functionality of multiple operations may be combined
into a single operation, and/or the functionality of a single
operation may be distributed in additional operations. More-
over, alternative embodiments may include multiple
instances of a particular operation, and the order of opera-
tions may be altered in various other embodiments.

Although the invention is described herein with reference
to specific embodiments, various modifications and changes
can be made without departing from the scope of the present
invention as set forth in the claims below. Accordingly, the
specification and figures are to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than a restrictive sense, and all such modifications are
intended to be included within the scope of the present
invention. Any benefits, advantages, or solutions to prob-
lems that are described herein with regard to specific
embodiments are not intended to be construed as a critical,
required, or essential feature or element of any or all the
claims.

The term “coupled,” as used herein, is not intended to be
limited to a direct coupling or a mechanical coupling.

Furthermore, the terms “a” or “an,” as used herein, are
defined as one or more than one. Also, the use of introduc-
tory phrases such as “at least one” and “one or more” in the
claims should not be construed to imply that the introduction
of another claim element by the indefinite articles “a” or
“an” limits any particular claim containing such introduced
claim element to inventions containing only one such ele-
ment, even when the same claim includes the introductory
phrases “one or more” or “at least one” and indefinite
articles such as “a” or “an.” The same holds true for the use
of definite articles.

Unless stated otherwise, terms such as “first” and “sec-
ond” are used to arbitrarily distinguish between the elements
such terms describe. Thus, these terms are not necessarily
intended to indicate temporal or other prioritization of such
elements.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of testing an analog-to-digital converter
(ADC) having a plurality of binary-weighted capacitors, the
method comprising:

coupling an output of a digital-to-analog converter (DAC)

to the plurality of binary-weighted capacitors, the DAC
having a voltage range that is less than a voltage range
of the ADC;
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providing a series of test codes to the DAC, the series of
test codes for testing a portion of the voltage range of
the ADC;
outputting a test voltage corresponding to the test codes
from the DAC to the plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors during a sampling phase of the ADC;

determining an output code from the test voltage during
an ADC conversion phase;

selectively coupling one or more capacitors of the plu-

rality of binary-weighted capacitors, corresponding to a
next portion of the ADC to be tested, to a reference
voltage; and

iteratively performing the steps of providing, outputting,

determining, and selectively coupling until testing of
the voltage range of the ADC is complete;

wherein providing a series of test codes further comprises

providing a series of test codes during a first iteration,
the series of test codes representative of a linear signal
having a slope determined to test about one-half of the
voltage range of the ADC.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein providing a series of
test codes further comprises providing a series of test codes
during a second iteration, the series of test codes represen-
tative of a linear signal having a slope determined to test an
additional one-quarter of the voltage range of the ADC.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a test
voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC to the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors during a sampling
phase of the ADC further comprises outputting the test
voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC to the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors excluding the one or
more capacitors of the plurality of binary-weighted capaci-
tors corresponding to a beginning test code of the next
portion of the ADC to be tested.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the ADC is charac-
terized as being a successive approximation register (SAR)
ADC.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein providing a series of
test codes to the DAC, the series of test codes for testing a
portion of the voltage range of the ADC, further comprises
providing a series of test codes for testing a portion of the
voltage range of the ADC, a size of the portion determined
by the selected coupling of one or more capacitors of the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a test
voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC
further comprises outputting a voltage that increases sub-
stantially linearly.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein testing of the voltage
range of the ADC is complete when a maximum voltage of
an ADC input range is reached.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein determining an output
code from the test voltage during an ADC conversion phase
further comprises comparing a voltage from the plurality of
binary-weighted capacitors with a reference voltage.

9. A method of testing a successive approximation register
analog-to-digital converter (SAR ADC) having a plurality of
binary-weighted capacitors, the method comprising:

coupling an output of a digital-to-analog converter (DAC)

to the plurality of binary-weighted capacitors, the DAC
having a voltage range that is less than a voltage range
of the SAR ADC;

providing a series of test codes to the DAC, the series of

test codes representing a substantially linear voltage
change over time, the series of test codes for testing a
portion of the voltage range of the SAR ADC;
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outputting a test voltage corresponding to the test codes
from the DAC to the plurality of binary-weighted
capacitors during a sampling phase of the SAR ADC;

determining an output code from the test voltage during a
SAR ADC conversion phase;

selectively coupling one or more capacitors of the plu-
rality of binary-weighted capacitors, corresponding to a
next portion of the SAR ADC to be tested, to a
reference voltage; and

iteratively performing the steps of providing, outputting,
determining, and selectively coupling until testing of
the voltage range of the SAR ADC is complete;

wherein providing a series of test codes includes provid-
ing a series of test codes during a first iteration, wherein
the series of test codes having a slope determined to test
about one-half of the voltage range of the SAR ADC.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the voltage range of
the DAC is further characterized as being an output voltage
range and the voltage range of the ADC is further charac-
terized as being an input voltage range.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein outputting a test
voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC to the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors during a sampling
phase of the SAR ADC further comprises outputting the test
voltage corresponding to the test codes from the DAC to the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors excluding the one or
more capacitors of the plurality of binary-weighted capaci-
tors corresponding to a beginning test code of the next
portion of the SAR ADC to be tested.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein determining an output
code from the test voltage during an SAR ADC conversion
phase further comprises comparing a voltage from the
plurality of binary-weighted capacitors with a reference
voltage.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein providing a series of
test codes to the DAC, the series of test codes representing
a substantially linear voltage changing over time further
comprises the substantially linear voltage increasing over
time.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein testing of the voltage
range of the SAR ADC is complete when a maximum
voltage of an SAR ADC output voltage is reached.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein during a second
iteration, the series of test codes having a slope determined
to test an additional one-quarter of the voltage range of the
SAR ADC.

16. A data processing system, comprising:

a digital-to-analog converter (DAC) having a first voltage
range, the DAC having an input for receiving a test
code, and an output;

an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) having a second
voltage range larger than the first voltage range, the
ADC having an input coupled to the output of the DAC,
and an output for providing a plurality of output codes
representative of the second voltage range; and

test logic coupled to the ADC, the test logic for control-
ling testing of the ADC using the DAC for testing
portions of the second voltage range of the ADC,
wherein a beginning portion of a series of test codes
provided to the DAC is for testing a beginning portion
of the second voltage range and subsequent portions of
the series of test codes is for testing subsequent por-
tions of the second voltage range, and wherein the
subsequent portions of the second voltage range are
tested until testing of all of the second voltage range of
the ADC is complete;
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wherein a beginning portion of a series of test codes
provided to the DAC includes a series of test codes
provided during a first iteration, wherein the series of
test codes has a slope determined to test about one-half
of the second voltage range.

17. The data processing system of claim 16, wherein the
ADC is characterized as being a successive approximation
register ADC.

18. The data processing system of claim 16, wherein the
series of test codes are representative of a ramped signal
having a slope determined by a step size between test codes
of the series of test codes.

19. The data processing system of claim 16, wherein the
data processing system is implemented on a single inte-
grated circuit.
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