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REGISTRATION AND NETWORK ACCESS
CONTROL

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a divisional of and claims priority to
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/262,527 filed Apr. 25,
2014 entitled “Registration and Network Access Control”,
the disclosure of which is incorporated by reference herein
in its entirety. The application Ser. No. 14/262,527 is a
divisional of and claims priority to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 12/978,158 filed Dec. 23, 2010 entitled “Registra-
tion and Network Access Control”, the disclosure of which
is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

As mobile devices, such as portable computers and
mobile phones, continue to become more popular and users
have multiple devices, there is an increasing move towards
having one global digital identity which can be used when
roaming and for guest network access, as well as for a
network single sign-on experience. Typically, a user has
different passphrases and keys for home network access, and
businesses setup temporary guest accounts for visitor access,
or provide open, unsecure networks for guest access. Mobile
users typically have to remember multiple passwords and
identities per site, such as when business or academic users
travel to different cities or campuses. Hotspot providers,
such as hotels, coffee shops, and airports subscribe to
expensive monthly services for configuring and maintaining
networks that provide Internet access to travelers, guests,
and customers.

A network access server (NAS) traditionally uses
RADIUS servers for authentication and authorization deci-
sions based on a user account database or directory for an
organization, and is normally associated with and managed
within a single security domain. Cross-domain authentica-
tion can be accomplished using realm-based routing at a
proxy Radius server, but this limits providing a user with a
single sign-on across security trust domains.

SUMMARY

This summary is provided to introduce simplified con-
cepts of registration and network access control that is
further described below in the Detailed Description. This
summary is not intended to identify essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended for use in deter-
mining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

Embodiments of registration and network access control
are described. In embodiments, an initially unconfigured
network interface device can be registered with a device
management service and configured as an interface to a
public network for a client device. An encrypted token is
received at the network interface device from an authenti-
cation service that authenticates user credentials received
from the client device. The network interface device passes
the encrypted token to the client device as part of the
message from the authentication service, such as a message
script that initiates the client device being automatically
redirected to a device management service. A device man-
agement information request directed to the client device is
then received from the device management service, and the
device management information request is communicated to
the client device. Identification of the network interface
device is received from the client device in response to the
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device management information request, and the identifica-
tion of the network interface device is communicated to the
device management service.

Encrypted management data directed to the client device
is then received from the device management service, and
the encrypted management data is communicated to the
client device. The network interface device then receives the
encrypted token and the encrypted management data from
the client device. The network interface device posts the
encrypted token, the encrypted management data, and the
identification of the network interface device to the device
management service that registers the network interface
device and generates a unique device identifier correspond-
ing to the network interface device. The network interface
device then receives the unique device identifier for the
network interface device from the device management ser-
vice, and the network interface device is registered.

In other embodiments of registration and network access
control, a network interface device receives a network
access request from a client device to access a secure
network utilizing an extensible authentication protocol
(EAP). The network interface device facilitates client device
communication with the authentication service, and the
client device communicates an identity response to the
authentication service, where the identity response includes
a username or any other type of identity received from the
client device. A security token request directed to the authen-
tication service is received from the client device, and the
security token request is communicated to the authentication
service.

An encrypted token that includes a response to the secu-
rity token request and a proof key is received at the network
interface device directed to the client device from the
authentication service. The encrypted token that is received
from the authentication service is communicated to the
client device that stores the proof key. The network interface
device then receives the encrypted token and a random
number from the client device, and communicates a valida-
tion request to the network authorization service, where the
validation request includes an encrypted security token
(which contains both the encrypted token and the proofkey),
the random number, and a device identifier of the network
interface device. The network interface device receives
validation from the network authorization service, where the
validation includes a master session key generated by the
network authorization service, and the validation indicates
to the network interface device that the client device is
allowed access to the secure network. The client device can
derive the master key from the encrypted security token
response (e.g., the proof key that the client device received
and stored) that is received from the authentication service,
and the client device and network interface device can then
communicate data using the master key.

In other embodiments of registration and network access
control, a network interface device receives a network
access request from a client device to access a Web site in
a public network utilizing a universal access method
(UAM). The network interface device replies to the client
device with a redirect to an authentication service. A cre-
dential request directed to the client device is received from
the authentication service, and the credential request is
communicated to the client device. User credentials directed
to the authentication service are received from the client
device, and the user credentials are communicated to the
authentication service.

An encrypted token directed to the client device is
received from the authentication service, and the encrypted
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token is communicated to the client device. The encrypted
token can then be posted back to the network interface
device from the client device. The network interface device
communicates a validation request to a network authoriza-
tion service, and the validation request includes the
encrypted token and a device identifier of the network
interface device. The network interface device then receives
validation from the network authorization service, and the
validation indicates to the network interface device that the
client device is allowed access to the public network. The
network interface device then communicates a redirect to the
client device to access the initially requested Web site in the
public network.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of registration and network access control
are described with reference to the following drawings. The
same numbers are used throughout the drawings to reference
like features and components:

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system in which embodi-
ments of registration and network access control can be
implemented.

FIG. 2 illustrates example method(s) of registration and
network access control in accordance with one or more
embodiments.

FIG. 3 is an example diagram that further illustrates data
communication between devices and services described
with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2 in accordance with one or
more embodiments.

FIG. 4 illustrates another example system in which
embodiments of registration and network access control can
be implemented.

FIG. 5 illustrates example method(s) of registration and
network access control in accordance with one or more
embodiments.

FIG. 6 is an example diagram that further illustrates data
communication between devices and services described
with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5 in accordance with one or
more embodiments.

FIG. 7 illustrates example method(s) of registration and
network access control in accordance with one or more
embodiments.

FIG. 8 is an example diagram that further illustrates data
communication between devices and services described
with reference to FIGS. 4 and 7 in accordance with one or
more embodiments.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example system with multiple
devices for a seamless user experience in ubiquitous envi-
ronments.

FIG. 10 illustrates various components of an example
device that can implement embodiments of registration and
network access control.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Registration and network access control is described. In
embodiments, network access via a network interface device
to a public network and/or network access to a secure
network is simplified, yet still provides the owner of a
network with control over who connects to it. Additionally,
a corporate network can control authorization, yet delegate
authentication to an on-line authentication provider. Hotspot
providers, such as hotels, coffee shops, and airports, can
limit network configuration and management overhead.
Home users can provide guest access to friends and relatives
based on easily remembered identities, such as email
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addresses, and not have to share network logon passphrases.
Network access can also be granted to a secured network
using cloud-based authentication provider and authorization
provider services.

While features and concepts of the described systems and
methods for registration and network access control can be
implemented in any number of different environments, sys-
tems, devices, and/or various configurations, embodiments
of registration and network access control are described in
the context of the following example devices, systems, and
configurations.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system 100 in which various
embodiments of registration and network access control can
be implemented, such as for device registration. The
example system 100 includes a client device 102, which may
be configured as any type of client device 104. Some of the
various client devices include wired and/or wireless devices,
and may also be referred to as user devices and/or portable
devices. The example system 100 also includes a network
interface device 106, a network access control service 108,
and an authentication service 110.

Any of the services and devices can communicate via a
communication network 112, which can be implemented to
include a wired and/or a wireless network that facilitates
data communication. The communication network may be a
public network, such as the Internet, or may be implemented
as a secure, private, and/or enterprise network. The com-
munication network can also be implemented using any type
of network topology and/or communication protocol, and
can be represented or otherwise implemented as a combi-
nation of two or more networks. The communication net-
work may also include mobile operator networks that are
managed by mobile operators, such as a communication
service provider, cell-phone provider, and/or Internet service
provider. A mobile operator can facilitate mobile data and/or
voice communication for any type of a wireless device or
mobile phone (e.g., cellular, VoIP, Wi-Fi, etc.).

In various embodiments, the network access control ser-
vice 108 includes a device management service 114 and/or
a network authorization service 116. Each of the services can
be implemented as computer-executable instructions, such
as a software application, and executed by one or more
processors to implement the various embodiments described
herein. The network access control service can also be
implemented with any number and combination of differing
components as further described with reference to the
example device shown in FIG. 10. Additionally, the device
management service and/or the network authorization ser-
vice may be implemented as an independent service separate
from the network access control service (e.g., on a separate
server, by a third party service, or on a client device). In
implementations, the device management service 114 and/or
the network authorization service 116 are trusted services to
the authentication service 110. The three services can be
implemented as pre-existing trust services in the example
system 100. Alternatively or in addition, the authentication
service, the network authorization service, and the device
management service can be implemented as SOAP (Simple
Object Access Protocol) Web services.

The network interface device 106 is an example of a
network access point or network access server (NAS) that
may be implemented in a home or small business. In
embodiments of registration and network access control, a
network interface device that is initially unconfigured when
purchased from an electronics store or provided by an
Internet service provider (ISP) can be registered in a list of
registered devices 118 with the device management service
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114. The network interface device can be registered with the
device management service using secure Internet protocols.
The network interface device can also be uniquely identified
globally at the network access control service 108 with a
unique device identifier 120, such as a Globally Unique
Identifier (GUID), a certificate assigned by the authentica-
tion service 110, or any other type of unique identifier. Along
with registration of the network interface device, the net-
work access control service 108 may include configuration
settings 122 for the network interface device, and the
configuration settings can be published to the network
interface device.

In an example of registering an initially unconfigured
network interface device, a user may purchase a new Wi-Fi
router for home or business use. The user can then initiate
connecting to the router for the first time with a client device,
such as a mobile phone or portable computer. In embodi-
ments, legacy and browser only client devices can be used
to initially register and configure a network interface device,
thus eliminating the need for specific client software. The
initially unconfigured router can redirect the user to a sign-in
page where user credentials (e.g., username and password)
are entered. The user is then directed to a setup page and
enters identification of the network interface device, such as
an identification number on the device or a security number
provided with the device. The user may also provide a name
for the device and initial configuration settings. When the
setup information is submitted to the network access control
service 108, the client device can then securely connect to
the network interface device.

The user may also then access the device management
service 114 from a client device and grant Internet access via
the network interface device to other designated users, such
as the user contacts in an email address book. A visitor to the
user’s home or business can provide email login credentials,
and then be granted network access for connection through
the Wi-Fi router. In embodiments, the device management
service 114 may also initiate an information request 124 to
a client device, and communicate encrypted management
data 126 to the client device. The information requests from
the device management service, as well as the encrypted
management data, are further described with reference to
device registration in FIGS. 2 and 3.

The network authorization service 116 is an example of a
Web-based authorization service or a .Net access service that
may serve to uniquely identify multiple network interface
devices and maintain access control rules for each of the
network interface devices. The network authorization ser-
vice can also maintain an access control list for each of the
network interface devices that are uniquely identified to the
service. The network authorization service is further
described with reference to client device network access in
FIGS. 4-8.

The authentication service 110 is an example of a trusted
third-party identity provider, identification control service,
and/or a security token service that can communicate
authentication messages over secure Web protocols, such as
HTTPS, and verify user credentials. In embodiments, the
authentication service is implemented to authenticate cre-
dentials 128 and communicate an encrypted token 130 to the
client device. The authenticated credentials, as well as the
encrypted token, are further described with reference to
device registration in FIGS. 2 and 3, and with reference to
client device network access in FIGS. 4-8. In embodiments,
the network access control service 108, authentication ser-
vice 110, device management service 114, and network
authorization service 116 in the example system 100 are
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trusted services. The trusted services all trust communica-
tions received from the other services for device registration,
user authentication, and/or authorization for network access.
For example, the authentication service 110 can encrypt
information that is only decrypted by the device manage-
ment service 114, such as the encrypted token 130 that is
routed from the authentication service to the client device
102, which is then redirected to the device management
service.

Any of the various client devices 104 can be configured
as the client device 102, and may be implemented with any
number and combination of differing components as further
described with reference to the example device shown in
FIG. 10. The client device 102 can include user credentials
132, such as a username and password, that are associated
with a user of the device. The client device can also include
interface device identification 134 of the network interface
device 106, such as an identification number, a serial num-
ber, a physical identifier, a security number provided with
the device, and/or a provided number and password com-
bination to initially setup the network interface device. The
client device can also receive and maintain encrypted data
136 that is received from the device management service
114, and utilized for registration of the network interface
device 106 as further described with reference to device
registration in FIGS. 2 and 3.

In this example system 100, a client device 104 can be
implemented as any one or combination of a television client
device 138, a computer device 140, a gaming system 142, an
appliance device, an electronic device, and/or as any other
type of device. The various client devices can also include
wireless devices implemented to receive and/or communi-
cate wireless data, such as any one or combination of a
mobile phone 144 (e.g., cellular, VoIP, WiF1, etc.), a portable
computer device 146, a media player device 148, and/or any
other wireless device. A client system can include a respec-
tive client device and display device 150 that together render
email messages for display. The display device can be
implemented as any type of a television, high definition
television (HDTV), LCD, or similar display system.

Example methods 200, 500, and 700 are described with
reference to respective FIGS. 2, 5, and 7 in accordance with
one or more embodiments of registration and network access
control. Generally, any of the functions, methods, proce-
dures, components, and modules described herein can be
implemented using software, firmware, hardware (e.g., fixed
logic circuitry), manual processing, or any combination
thereof. A software implementation represents program code
that performs specified tasks when executed by a computer
processor. The example methods may be described in the
general context of computer-executable instructions, which
can include software, applications, routines, programs,
objects, components, data structures, procedures, modules,
functions, and the like. The program code can be stored in
one or more computer-readable memory devices, both local
and/or remote to a computer processor. The methods may
also be practiced in a distributed computing environment by
multiple computer devices. Further, the features described
herein are platform-independent and can be implemented on
a variety of computing platforms having a variety of pro-
Cessors.

FIG. 2 illustrates example method(s) 200 of registration
and network access control, and is described with reference
to a network interface device that is initially unconfigured
and registered with the device management service. The
order in which the method blocks are described are not
intended to be construed as a limitation, and any number of
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the described method blocks can be combined in any order
to implement a method, or an alternate method.

At block 202, registration of a network interface device
with a device management service is initiated to initially
configure the network interface device as an interface to a
public network for a client device. For example, the network
interface device 106 (FIG. 1) receives a request from the
client device 102 to connect to a public network, such as a
request for an Internet home page. In an embodiment, the
initially unconfigured network interface device restricts the
client device access to the public network through the
network interface device until the network interface device
is configured and registered with the device management
service 114.

Initiating registration of the network interface device
includes receiving the request from the client device to
connect to the public network; redirecting the request from
the client device to the authentication service 110 with a
URL redirect; receiving a credential request directed to the
client device from the authentication service, the credential
request passed through the network interface device or
communicated directly to the client device; and receiving
user credentials 132 directed to the authentication service
from the client device, the user credentials passed through
the network interface device or communicated directly to the
authentication service. The user credentials can include a
username and password combination utilized for authenti-
cation by the authentication service, and the user credentials
may be associated with the unique device identifier 120 for
the network interface device at the device management
service.

At block 204, an encrypted token directed to the client
device is received from the authentication service that
authenticates user credentials received from the client device
and, at block 206, the encrypted token is passed to the client
device, which is then redirected to the device management
service. For example, the network interface device 106
receives the encrypted token 130 from the authentication
service 110 that authenticates the user credentials 132
received from the client device. The network interface
device then passes the encrypted token through to the client
device as part of the message from the authentication
service, such as a message script that initiates the client
device being automatically redirected to the device manage-
ment service 114.

At block 208, a device management information request
directed to the client device is received from the device
management service, and the device management informa-
tion request is communicated to the client device. For
example, the network interface device 106 receives the
device management information request 124, which is
directed to the client device 102 from the device manage-
ment service 114, and the device management information
request is passed through the network interface device or
communicated directly to the client device.

At block 210, identification of the network interface
device is received from the client device in response to the
device management information request, and the identifica-
tion of the network interface device is communicated to the
device management service. For example, the network inter-
face device 106 receives the interface device identification
134 from the client device 102, and the interface device
identification is passed through the network interface device
or communicated directly to the device management service
114. The interface device identification can include a device
identifier or a security identifier corresponding to the net-
work interface device, such as a physical identifier or serial
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number of the network interface device. The interface device
identification can also include configuration settings of the
network interface device that are communicated from the
client device to the device management service via the
network interface device.

At block 212, encrypted management data directed to the
client device is received from the device management ser-
vice, and the encrypted management data is communicated
to the client device. For example, the network interface
device 106 receives the encrypted management data 126
from the device management service 114, and the encrypted
management data is passed through the network interface
device or communicated directly to the client device. In
some implementations, the encrypted management data may
be referred to as an encrypted blob or an opaque blob (that
is encrypted and opaque to the network interface device).
The encrypted management data is generated by the device
management service and subsequently utilized by the device
management service to authenticate the network interface
device when the network interface device posts the
encrypted management data back to the device management
service.

At block 214, the encrypted token and the encrypted
management data is received from the client device. For
example, the network interface device 106 receives the
encrypted data 136 from the client device 102, where the
encrypted data 136 includes the encrypted token 130
received from the authentication service 110 and includes
the encrypted management data 126 received from the
device management service 114.

At block 216, the encrypted token, the encrypted man-
agement data, and the identifier of the network interface
device is posted to the device management service that
registers the network interface device and generates a unique
device identifier corresponding to the network interface
device. For example, the network interface device 106 posts
the encrypted data 136 (e.g., the encrypted token 130 and the
encrypted management data 126) and the interface device
identification to the device management service 114 that
registers the network interface device and generates a unique
device identifier 120 corresponding to the network interface
device.

At block 218, the unique device identifier for the network
interface device is received from the device management
service. For example, the network interface device 106 then
receives the unique device identifier 120 from the device
management service 114. An owner and/or user of the
network interface device is now mapped to the unique
device identifier that corresponds to the network interface
device.

FIG. 3 is an example diagram 300 that further illustrates
the data communication between the various devices and
services described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2. The
example diagram includes the client device 102, the network
interface device 106, the authentication service 110, and the
device management service 114, as well as a sequence of the
data communication between the devices and services for
device registration.

At 302, the client device communicates a request to the
network interface device for an Internet home page. At 304,
the network interface device redirects the request from the
client device to the authentication service with a URL
redirect. At 306, the client device communicates the redi-
rected request as an HT'TP GET to the authentication ser-
vice. At 308, the authentication service communicates a
credential request directed to the client device. The creden-
tial request may be passed through the network interface
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device, or communicated directly to the client device via an
alternate communication link. At 310, the client device
communicates user credentials as an HI'TPS POST to the
authentication service, and the user credentials are passed
through the network interface device or communicated
directly to the authentication service via the alternate com-
munication link. At 312, the authentication service authen-
ticates the user credentials and communicates an encrypted
token as an HTTP Response to the client device. The
network interface device passes the encrypted token through
to the client device as part of the message from the authen-
tication service, such as a message script that initiates the
client device being automatically redirected to the device
management service.

At 314, the redirected encrypted token is communicated
as an HTTP Get to the device management service. At 316,
the device management service communicates an informa-
tion request form to the client device, and the information
request form is passed through the network interface device
or communicated directly to the client device via an alter-
nate communication link. At 318, the client device commu-
nicates identification of the network interface device (also
referred to as a NAS) (i.e., NAS physical ID) and configu-
ration settings of the network interface device to the device
management service as an HTTPS Post. The NAS physical
ID and the configuration settings may be communicated
through the network interface device or communicated
directly to the device management service via an alternate
communication link. At 320, the device management service
communicates an encrypted blob as an HTTP Response to
the client device, and the encrypted blob can be passed
through the network interface device. The encrypted blob
may also be commonly referred to as an opaque blob that is
encrypted and, therefore, opaque to the network interface
device.

At 322, the client device redirects the encrypted blob
along with the encrypted token as an HTTP Post to the
network interface device. At 324, the network interface
device communicates the encrypted token, encrypted blob,
and NAS physical ID as an HTTPS Post to the device
management service. At 326, the device management ser-
vice registers the network interface device, generates a
unique device identifier corresponding to the network inter-
face device, and communicates the unique device identifier
to the network interface device, along with optional device
settings. An owner and/or user of the network interface
device is now mapped to the unique device identifier that
corresponds to the network interface device.

FIG. 4 illustrates another example system 400 in which
various embodiments of registration and network access
control can be implemented, such as for client device
network access. The example system 400 includes the client
device 102, the network access control service 108, and the
authentication service 110 as described with reference to
FIG. 1. Any of the services and devices can communicate via
the communication network 112, which is also described
with reference to FIG. 1. Additionally, the device manage-
ment service 114 and/or the network authorization service
116 can be configured as trusted services to the authentica-
tion service 110, as described with reference to FIG. 1.

In a first network access scenario, the client device 102
may be a portable computer configured with client software
that utilizes an extensible authentication protocol (EAP)
method for network access. For example, an employee from
a first company may be visiting a second company, open a
Wi-Fi configured portable computer, and be automatically
connected to a guest network of the second company with
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seamless authentication. The guest network of the second
company can utilize an on-line identity provider that uses
employee credentials to federate with servers belonging to
the first company and authenticate the employee. If the
second company has a defined access control policy that
allows employees of the first company network access, then
the portable computer of the employee is connected to the
guest network of the second company. Network access for
an EAP-configured client device is described with reference
to FIGS. 5 and 6.

In a second network access scenario, the client device 102
may be a mobile phone or limited device configured only
with a browser and requests network access, such as via a
hotspot provider that implements a captive portal solution,
also referred to as a universal access method (UAM). The
client device can be allowed HTTP communication redi-
rected to the authentication service to authenticate the client
device. For example, a small business owner can provide
Internet access for customers via a wireless network inter-
face device that is registered with an on-line provider. The
business owner can then access an access control page for
the network interface device and grant (or deny) network
access for specific email addresses associated with custom-
ers of the business. Network access for a client device via a
UAM is described with reference to FIGS. 7 and 8.

The example system 400 also includes a network interface
device 402 that includes an authenticator server 404, which
may be implemented as an extensible authentication proto-
col (EAP) authenticator. Additionally, the network interface
device may be implemented as a RADIUS server, or with a
RADIUS server (not shown). In a corporate or larger busi-
ness environment, a network interface device (also referred
to as a network access server (NAS)) may be configured
with an existing RADIUS server, and the authenticator
server (EAP authenticator) can be registered as described
above with reference to FIGS. 1-3. In an enterprise scenario,
the authenticator server and Radius server can be located on
a separate server device.

The network interface device 402 is an interface for the
client device to a secure network 406, such as a private
business, corporate, and/or enterprise network. Prior to
authentication, the network interface device restricts client
device access to the secure network, and provides access to
the authentication service 110 to request a security token.
The authenticator server 404 at the network interface device
can communicate with the authentication service 110 and the
network authorization service 116 over HTTPS channels via
the communication network 112. The network interface
device also includes a device identifier 408 that identifies the
network interface device to the network access control
service 108 and/or to the network authorization service 116.

As described with reference to FIG. 1, the network access
control service 108 includes the device management service
114 and/or the network authorization service 116. The
network interface device 402 can also be registered and
uniquely identified globally at the network access control
service 108 with a unique device identifier 120, such as a
Globally Unique Identifier (GUID), a certificate assigned by
the authentication service 110, or any other type of unique
identifier.

The network authorization service 116 is an example of a
Web-based authorization service or a .Net access service that
may serve to uniquely identify multiple network interface
devices and maintain access control rules for each of the
network interface devices. The network authorization ser-
vice manages an access control list 410 that includes identity
rules for the network interface device 402. In embodiments,
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the network authorization service may also receive a proof
key 412 from the authentication service 110, and generate a
master session key 414. The network authorization service,
as well as the proof key and the master session key, are
further described with reference to client device network
access in FIGS. 5-8.

The authentication service 110 is an example of a trusted
third-party identity provider, identification control service,
and/or a security token service that can communicate
authentication messages over secure Web protocols, such as
HTTPS, and verify user credentials. In embodiments, the
authentication service is implemented to authenticate cre-
dentials 128, and authentication may include security token
acquisition from the authentication service, such as a secu-
rity token response 416 to the client device. The authenti-
cation service can issue the client device a signed security
token, and may also issue a proof key 418, such as a
proof-of-possession token (POP), that is used at the client
device to demonstrate authorized use of a signed security
token. An identity claim can then be used to lookup the
access control list 410 for a particular network interface
device. A security token response and proof key are further
described with reference to device registration in FIG. 2, and
with reference to client device network access in FIGS. 5-8.

The client device 102 can include the user credentials 132,
such as a username and password, that are associated with
a user of the device. The client device can also receive and
maintain encrypted data 420 that is received from the
authentication service 110, such as the security token
response 416 and the proof key 418 as further described with
reference to client device network access in FIGS. 5-8.

FIG. 5 illustrates example method(s) 500 of registration
and network access control, and is described with reference
to a network interface device that includes an authenticator
server. The order in which the method blocks are described
are not intended to be construed as a limitation, and any
number of the described method blocks can be combined in
any order to implement a method, or an alternate method.

At block 502, a network access request is received from
a client device to access a secure network. For example, the
network interface device 402 receives a network access
request from the client device 102 to access the secure
network 406. At block 504, user credentials are requested
from the client device and, at block 506, the user credentials
are received from the client device. For example, the authen-
ticator server 404 at the network interface device 402
requests the user credentials 132 from the client device, and
the network interface device then receives the user creden-
tials from the client device, such as a username and pass-
word combination utilized for authentication by the authen-
tication service 110. In embodiments, the authenticator
server 404 implemented by the network interface device is
an extensible authentication protocol (EAP) authenticator,
and the client device is configured for EAP communication.

Atblock 508, a reply is communicated to the client device
as a proxy to an authentication service to initiate authenti-
cation of the client device to the authentication service. For
example, the authenticator server 404 at the network inter-
face device 402 replies to the client device 102, and an
identity response is communicated to the authentication
service 110, which then communicates with the client
device. The reply from the network interface device can
initiate various EAP session communications between the
client device and the authentication service. For example, an
initial server greeting certificate (also referred to as a server
hello certificate) is directed to the client device from the
authentication service to set up a secure tunnel for commu-
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nication. The network interface device can communicate the
initial certificate to the client device, or the initial certificate
can be communicated via an alternate communication link.
The network interface device then receives key exchange
and change cipher spec messages directed to the authenti-
cation service from the client device, and the network
interface device communicates the key exchange and change
cipher spec messages to the authentication service. A change
cipher spec message directed to the client device is received
from the authentication service, and the change cipher spec
message is communicated to the client device via the
network interface device. After the change cipher spec
message is received at the client device from the authenti-
cation service, a secure channel is established between the
client device and the authentication service. All of the
subsequent communications between the authentication ser-
vice and the client device are encrypted, and the network
interface device continues to pass through the encrypted
communications without access to the content of the packet
exchanges. This is further described below as a transport
layer security (TLS) handshake with reference to the data
communications shown in FIG. 6.

At block 510, a security token request directed to the
authentication service is received from the client device, and
the security token request is communicated to the authenti-
cation service. For example, the network interface device
402 receives a security token request from the client device
102 on behalf of a user of the client device, and the security
token request is communicated to the authentication service
110.

At block 512, an encrypted token is received that includes
a response to the security token request and a proof key, the
encrypted token directed from the authentication service to
the client device that stores the proof key. For example, the
network interface device 402 receives an encrypted token
directed to the client device 102 from the authentication
service 110, where the encrypted token includes the security
token response 416 and the proof key 418. The client device
102 that stores the proof key 418 as encrypted data 420
along with the security token response 416. The client
device can utilize the proof key as “proof of possession” to
the network authorization service that the client device is the
legitimate owner of the encrypted token. In embodiments,
the proofkey is a shared secret between the client device and
the network authorization service, and the client device can
use the proof key to derive a master session key without
transmitting it to the network authorization service or vice-
versa.

At block 514, the encrypted token and a random number
are received from the client device. For example, the net-
work interface device 402 receives a random number (also
referred to as a Nonce, used once) and the encrypted token
back from the client device 102 (i.e., the encrypted token
that was received by the client device from the authentica-
tion service 110 at block 512).

At block 516, a validation request is communicated to the
network authorization service, the validation request includ-
ing an encrypted security token, the random number, and a
device identifier of the network interface device. For
example, the network interface device 402 then communi-
cates a validation request to the network authorization
service 116 at the network access control service 108, and
the validation request includes an encrypted security token
(which contains both the encrypted token and the proofkey),
the random number received from the client device, and the
device identifier 408 of the network interface device that is
included in the validation request by the network interface
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device. The network interface device communicates its own
device identifier so that the network authorization service
can identify which device is sending the encrypted token.

At block 518, validation is received from the network
authorization service, the validation including a master
session key generated by the network authorization service
and the validation indicating that the network interface
device allow the client device access to the secure network.
For example, the network interface device 402 receives
validation from the network authorization service 116 that
validates and decrypts the encrypted token, as well as
performs an access check of the access control list 410 to
verify that a user of the client device, or authenticated
identity, has access to the network interface device. The
network authorization service 116 then delivers the master
session key 414 over an encrypted channel to the network
interface device for EAP using the proof key 412, the
random number, and a derivation function. The network
interface device receives the master session key from the
network authorization service, which indicates to the net-
work interface device that the client device can be allowed
access to the secure network 406.

At block 520, an access granted message is communi-
cated to the client device that initiates the client device to
generate a copy of the master session key utilizing the proof
key and the random number. For example, the network
interface device 402 communicates an access granted mes-
sage to the client device 102 that then generates its own copy
of the master session key utilizing the proof key and the
random number. Both the client device 102 and the network
interface device 402 can then independently derive a tran-
sient session key from the master session key and use it to
encrypt future communication over an unsecure channel.

FIG. 6 is an example diagram 600 that further illustrates
the data communication between the various devices and
services described with reference to (FIGS. 4 and 5. The
example diagram includes the client device 102, the network
interface device 402, the authentication service 110, and the
network authorization service 116, as well as a sequence of
the data communication between the devices and services
for client device network access utilizing EAP.

At 602, the client device communicates an EAP Start
message to the network interface device, such as in the form
of a network access request. At 604, the network interface
device communicates an EAP ReqlD message to request a
user identity from the client device. At 606, the client device
communicates an EAP RespID message to provide a user-
name to the network interface device and, at 608, an
authentication begin message is communicated back to the
client device. At 610, the client device communicates an
authentication response (also referred to as a client hello
message) to the authentication service.

In embodiments, the network interface device receives the
EAP ResplD message from the client device, communicates
the authentication begin message back to the client device,
which then communicates the authentication response to the
authentication service. The network interface device also
receives the response back from the authentication service
and converts the response to EAP messages that are com-
municated back to the client device. In implementations, a
client device and a network interface device may be pre-
configured to communicate with a designated network
authorization service. For example, the client device 102 and
the network interface device 402 may be pre-configured for
communication with the network authorization service 116.

At 612, the authentication service communicates an initial
greeting certificate (e.g., a server hello message along with

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

a server certificate) directed to the client device, and the
server certificate is used to setup a secure tunnel for com-
munication. The server certificate can be passed through the
network interface device to the client device, or communi-
cated to the client device via an alternate communication
link. At 614, the client device communicates key exchange
and change cipher spec messages directed to the authenti-
cation service, and the messages are passed through the
network interface device or communicated via an alternate
communication link to the authentication service. At 616,
the authentication service communicates a change cipher
spec message directed to the client device, and the change
cipher spec message is communicated through the network
interface device or via an alternate communication link to
the client device. A secure channel is now setup and
encrypted with a key derived from the key exchange mes-
sage, and the key is used to encrypt all messages.

The data communications described above in 610-616 can
be implemented as a transport layer security (TLS) hand-
shake to establish a secure communication channel between
the client device and the authentication service for commu-
nications security. For example, the ClientHello message
from the client device begins negotiation, and the message
can include version negotiation, random number exchange,
and other session information. The authentication service
responds with the ServerHello message, and the message
confirms protocol version and other session information.
The authentication service also communicates a Certificate
message, and a ServerHelloDone message to indicate that
the handshake negotiation is completed. The client device
responds with a ClientKeyExchange message, and a
ChangeCipherSpec record to indicate to the authentication
service that all subsequent communications from the client
device will be authenticated, and encrypted if encryption
parameters were established. The client device also com-
municates a encrypted Finished message. The authentication
service also communicates a ChangeCipherSpec to the client
device, and an authenticated and encrypted Finished mes-
sage. The TLS handshake is then completed and the appli-
cation protocol is enabled between the client device and the
authentication service.

At 618, the client device communicates a security token
request directed to the authentication service, and the secu-
rity token request is communicated through the network
interface device or via an alternate communication link to
the authentication service. At 620, the authentication service
replies to the client device with an encrypted token that
includes a response to the security token request and a proof
key, which is stored by the client device. The encrypted
token is communicated through the network interface device
or via an alternate communication link to the client device.

At 622, the client device communicates the encrypted
token and a random number (e.g., a Nonce) to the network
interface device. At 624, the network interface device com-
municates a validation request to the network authorization
service, and the validation request includes an encrypted
security token (which contains both the encrypted token and
the proof key), the random number, and identification of the
network interface device. At 626, the network authorization
service validates the encrypted token and communicates a
master session key to the network interface device, where
the validation indicates to the network interface device that
the client device is allowed access to the secure network. At
628, the network interface device communicates an EAP
Success message to the client device, and network access is
granted to the client device.
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FIG. 7 illustrates example method(s) 700 of registration
and network access control, and is described with reference
to a network interface device and network access for a client
device utilizing a universal access method (UAM). The
order in which the method blocks are described are not
intended to be construed as a limitation, and any number of
the described method blocks can be combined in any order
to implement a method, or an alternate method.

At block 702, a network access request is received from
a client device to access a Web site in public network. For
example, the network interface device 402 receives a net-
work access request from the client device 102 to access a
Web site in a public network 112. In a captive portal
implementation, the client device connects to the network
via the network interface device, and a DHCP server on the
network interface device applies a firewall rule to restrict
network access after issuing a network address. When the
client device requests access to a Web site on the Internet,
the firewall blocks the request.

Atblock 704, a reply is communicated to the client device
as a redirect to an authentication service. For example, the
network interface device 402 redirects the request from the
client device to the authentication service 110 with a URL,
and requests a security token on behalf of a user of the client
device from the authentication service. At block 706, a
credential request directed to the client device is received
from the authentication service, and the credential request is
communicated to the client device. For example, the net-
work interface device 402 receives a credential request
directed to the client device 102 from the authentication
service 110. The network interface device communicates the
credential request to the client device, or the credential
request is communicated to the client device via an alternate
communication link.

At block 708, user credentials directed to the authentica-
tion service are received from the client device, and the user
credentials are communicated to the authentication service.
For example, the network interface device 402 receives the
user credentials 132 directed to the authentication service
110 from the client device, and the user credentials are
communicated to the authentication service. The user cre-
dentials can include a username and password combination
utilized for authentication by the authentication service. The
user credentials are also associated with a unique device
identifier 120 for the network interface device 402 in the
access control list 410 that is maintained at the network
authorization service 116.

At block 710, an encrypted token directed to the client
device is received from the authentication service, and the
encrypted token is communicated to the client device that
then posts the encrypted token back to the network interface
device. For example, the network interface device 402
receives an encrypted token directed to the client device 102
from the authentication service 110 that authenticates a user
of the client device based on the user credentials 132. The
encrypted token is communicated to the client device that
then posts the encrypted token back to the network interface
device. In an implementation, the authentication service 110
issues a claim token in response (the claim token encrypted
for the network authorization service 116), and a script
automatically redirects the client browser to post the
encrypted token to a captive portal daemon on the network
interface device. The post can be over an unencrypted
channel, however the token is already encrypted for the
relying entity.

At block 712, a validation request is communicated to the
network authorization service, the validation request includ-
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ing the encrypted token and a device identifier of the
network interface device. For example, the network inter-
face device 402 communicates a validation request to the
network authorization service 116, and the wvalidation
request includes the device identifier 408 and the encrypted
token (e.g., received from the authentication service 110 and
posted by the client device at block 710).

At block 714, validation is received from the network
authorization service, the validation indicating that the net-
work interface device allow the client device access to the
public network. For example, the network interface device
402 receives a validation decision from the network autho-
rization service 116, and the validation authorizes the client
device to the network interface device and indicates that the
client device 102 can access the public network. The net-
work authorization service decrypts the encrypted token and
performs an access check of the access control list 410 to
determine whether the network interface device is autho-
rized to be on the network, and the client device is autho-
rized to the network interface device. For example, a hotspot
provider does not have to create temporary username and
password for a visitor that can instead authenticate directly
to the network interface device.

At block 716, a redirect is communicated to the client
device to access the Web site in the public network. For
example, the network interface device 402 communicates a
redirect to the client device 102 to access the initially
requested Web site in the public network. The client device
is now authenticated to the network interface device without
temporary credentials.

FIG. 8 is an example diagram 800 that further illustrates
the data communication between the various devices and
services described with reference to FIGS. 4 and 7. The
example diagram includes the client device 102, the network
interface device 402, the authentication service 110, and the
network authorization service 116, as well as a sequence of
the data communication between the devices and services
for client device network access utilizing a universal access
method (UAM).

At 802, the client device communicates a network access
request to the network interface device, such as in the form
of a request for a Web page. At 804, the network interface
device redirects the request from the client device to the
authentication service with a URL. At 806, the client device
communicates the redirected request as an HTTP Get to the
authentication service. At 808, the authentication service
communicates a credential request directed to the client
device, and the credential request is passed through the
network interface device. At 810, the client device commu-
nicates user credentials as an HTTPS Post to the authenti-
cation service, and the user credentials are passed through
the network interface device.

At 812, the authentication service authenticates the user
credentials and communicates an encrypted token as an
HTTP Response to the client device, and the encrypted token
is passed through the network interface device to the client
device as a redirect message posted back to the network
interface device. At 814, the client device communicates the
redirected encrypted token as an HTTP Post to the network
interface device.

At 816, the network interface device communicates a
validation request to the network authorization service, and
the validation request includes the encrypted token and
identification of the network interface device (e.g., a Device
1D). At 818, the network authorization service replies to the
network interface device with a validation that indicates to
allow the client device access to the public network. At 820,
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the network interface device communicates a redirect to the
client device to access the initially requested Web site in the
public network.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example system 900 that includes the
client device 102 and network interface device 106 as
described with reference to FIG. 1 (and may include the
network interface device 402 as described with reference to
FIG. 4). The example system 900 enables ubiquitous envi-
ronments for a seamless user experience when using any
type of computer, television, and/or mobile device. Services
and applications run substantially similar in all environ-
ments for a common user experience when transitioning
from one device to the next while utilizing an application,
playing a video game, watching a video, listening to music,
and so on.

In the example system 900, multiple devices can be
interconnected through a central computing device, which
may be local to the multiple devices or may be located
remotely from the multiple devices. In one embodiment, the
central computing device may be a cloud of one or more
server computers that are connected to the multiple devices
through a network, the Internet, or other data communica-
tion link. In embodiments, this interconnection architecture
enables functionality across multiple devices to provide a
common and seamless experience to a user of the multiple
devices. Each of the devices may have different physical
requirements and capabilities, and the central computing
device uses a platform to enable delivery of an experience
that is both tailored to a particular device and yet common
to all of the devices. In one embodiment, a class of target
devices is created and user experiences are tailored to the
generic class of devices. A class of devices may be defined
by physical features, types of usage, or other common
characteristics of the devices.

In various implementations, the client device 102 may be
implemented in a variety of different configurations, such as
for computer 902, mobile 904, and television 906 uses. Each
of these configurations includes devices that may have
generally different constructs and capabilities, and the client
device may be configured according to one or more of the
different device classes. For example, the client device may
be implemented as any type of a personal computer, desktop
computer, a multi-screen computer, laptop computer, tablet,
netbook, and so on.

The client device 102 may also be implemented as any
type of mobile device, such as a mobile phone, portable
music player, portable gaming device, a tablet computer, a
multi-screen computer, and so on. The client device may
also be implemented as any type of television device having
or connected to generally larger screens in casual viewing
environments. These devices include televisions, set-top
boxes, gaming consoles, and so on. The techniques
described herein may be supported by these various con-
figurations of the client device and are not limited to the
specific examples of registration and network access control
described herein.

The cloud 908 includes and/or is representative of a
platform 910 for network access services 912. The platform
abstracts underlying functionality of hardware, such as
server devices, and/or software resources of the cloud. The
network access services may include applications and/or
data that can be utilized while computer processing is
executed on servers that are remote from the client device.
For example, the network access services may include the
network access control service 108, the authentication ser-
vice 110, the device management service 114 and/or the
network authorization service 116 as described with refer-
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ence to any of the FIGS. 1-8. The network access services
912 can be provided as a service over the Internet and/or
through a subscriber network, such as a cellular or WiFi
network.

FIG. 10 illustrates various components of an example
device 1000 that can be implemented as any of the devices,
or services implemented by devices, described with refer-
ence to the previous FIGS. 1-9. In embodiments, the device
may be implemented as any one or combination of a fixed
or mobile device, in any form of a consumer, computer,
server, network interface, portable, user, communication,
phone, navigation, television, appliance, gaming, media
playback, and/or electronic device. The device may also be
associated with a user (i.e., a person) and/or an entity that
operates the device such that a device describes logical
devices that include users, software, firmware, hardware,
and/or a combination of devices.

The device 1000 includes communication devices 1002
that enable wired and/or wireless communication of device
data 1004, such as received data, data that is being received,
data scheduled for broadcast, data packets of the data, etc.
The device data or other device content can include con-
figuration settings of the device, media content stored on the
device, and/or information associated with a user of the
device. Media content stored on the device can include any
type of audio, video, and/or image data. The device includes
one or more data inputs 1006 via which any type of data,
media content, and/or inputs can be received, such as
user-selectable inputs, messages, communications, music,
television content, recorded video content, and any other
type of audio, video, and/or image data received from any
content and/or data source.

The device 1000 also includes communication interfaces
1008, such as any one or more of a serial, parallel, network,
or wireless interface. The communication interfaces provide
a connection and/or communication links between the
device and a communication network by which other elec-
tronic, computing, and communication devices communi-
cate data with the device.

The device 1000 includes one or more processors 1010
(e.g., any of microprocessors, controllers, and the like)
which process various computer-executable instructions to
control the operation of the device. Alternatively or in
addition, the device can be implemented with any one or
combination of software, hardware, firmware, or fixed logic
circuitry that is implemented in connection with processing
and control circuits which are generally identified at 1012.
Although not shown, the device can include a system bus or
data transfer system that couples the various components
within the device. A system bus can include any one or
combination of different bus structures, such as a memory
bus or memory controller, a peripheral bus, a universal serial
bus, and/or a processor or local bus that utilizes any of a
variety of bus architectures.

The device 1000 also includes one or more memory
devices (e.g., computer-readable storage media) 1014 that
enable data storage, such as random access memory (RAM),
non-volatile memory (e.g., read-only memory (ROM), flash
memory, etc.), and a disk storage device. A disk storage
device may be implemented as any type of magnetic or
optical storage device, such as a hard disk drive, a recordable
and/or rewriteable disc, and the like. The device may also
include a mass storage media device.

Computer readable media can be any available medium or
media that is accessed by a computing device. By way of
example, and not limitation, computer readable media may
comprise storage media and communication media. Storage
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media include volatile and non-volatile, removable and
non-removable media implemented in any method or tech-
nology for storage of information, such as computer-read-
able instructions, data structures, program modules, or other
data. Storage media include, but are not limited to, RAM,
ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technol-
ogy, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical
storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk
storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium which can be used to store information and which
can be accessed by a computer.

Communication media typically embody computer-read-
able instructions, data structures, program modules, or other
data in a modulated data signal, such as carrier wave or other
transport mechanism. Communication media also include
any information delivery media. The term modulated data
signal means a signal that has one or more of its character-
istics set or changed in such a manner as to encode infor-
mation in the signal. By way of example, and not limitation,
communication media include wired media such as a wired
network or direct-wired connection, and wireless media
such as acoustic, RF, infrared, and other wireless media.

A memory device 1014 provides data storage mechanisms
to store the device data 1004, other types of information
and/or data, and various device applications 1016. For
example, an operating system 1018 can be maintained as a
software application with a memory device and executed on
the processors. The device applications may also include a
device manager, such as any form of a control application,
software application, signal processing and control module,
code that is native to a particular device, a hardware abstrac-
tion layer for a particular device, and so on.

In this example, the device applications 1016 include a
device management service 1020 and a network authoriza-
tion service 1022, such as when the device 1000 is imple-
mented as a network access control service. The device
management service and the network authorization service
are shown as software modules and/or computer applica-
tions. Alternatively or in addition, the device management
service and/or the network authorization service can be
implemented as hardware, software, firmware, fixed logic,
or any combination thereof.

The device 1000 also includes an audio and/or video
processing system 1024 that generates audio data for an
audio system 1026 and/or generates display data for a
display system 1028. The audio system and/or the display
system may include any devices that process, display, and/or
otherwise render audio, video, display, and/or image data.
Display data and audio signals can be communicated to an
audio device and/or to a display device via an RF (radio
frequency) link, S-video link, composite video link, com-
ponent video link, DVI (digital video interface), analog
audio connection, or other similar communication link. In
implementations, the audio system and/or the display system
are external components to the device. Alternatively, the
audio system and/or the display system are integrated com-
ponents of the example device.

Although embodiments of registration and network
access control have been described in language specific to
features and/or methods, the subject of the appended claims
is not necessarily limited to the specific features or methods
described. Rather, the specific features and methods are
disclosed as example implementations of registration and
network access control.
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The invention claimed is:
1. A computer-implemented method at a network inter-
face device, the method comprising:
receiving a network access request from a client device to
access a Web site in a public network;
replying to the client device with a redirect to an authen-
tication service;
receiving a credential request directed to the client device
from the authentication service, the credential request
communicated to the client device;
receiving user credentials directed to the authentication
service from the client device, the user credentials
communicated to the authentication service;
receiving an encrypted token directed to the client device
from the authentication service, the encrypted token
communicated to the client device that posts the
encrypted token back to the network interface device;
communicating a validation request to a network autho-
rization service, the validation request including the
encrypted token and a device identifier of the network
interface device;
receiving validation from the network authorization ser-
vice, the validation indicating that the network inter-
face device allow the client device access to the public
network; and
communicating a redirect to the client device to access the
Web site in the public network.
2. The computer-implemented method as recited in claim
1, wherein the user credentials include a username and
password combination utilized for authentication by the
authentication service.
3. The computer-implemented method as recited in claim
2, wherein the client device is authenticated to the network
interface device without temporary user credentials.
4. The computer-implemented method as recited in claim
1, wherein the user credentials are associated with the
unique device identifier for the network interface device in
an access control list that is maintained at the network
authorization service.
5. The computer-implemented method as recited in claim
1, wherein the client device authenticates to the network
interface device without temporary credentials.
6. The computer-implemented method as recited in claim
1, wherein the encrypted token that is directed to the client
device is received from the authentication service that
authenticates a user of the client device based on the user
credentials.
7. The computer-implemented method as recited in claim
1, wherein the validation received from the network autho-
rization service authorizes the client device to the network
interface device.
8. A network interface device, comprising:
one or more communication interfaces configured for
network and device communication;
a processor system to implement a device application
configured to:
receive a network access request from a client device to
access a Web site in a public network;
initiate a reply to the client device with a redirect to an
authentication service;
receive a credential request directed to the client device
from the authentication service, the credential request
communicated to the client device;
receive user credentials directed to the authentication
service from the client device, the user credentials
communicated to the authentication service;
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receive an encrypted token directed to the client device
from the authentication service, the encrypted token
communicated to the client device that posts the
encrypted token back to the network interface device;

initiate communication of a validation request to a net-
work authorization service, the validation request
including the encrypted token and a device identifier of
the network interface device;

receive validation from the network authorization service,

the validation indicating that the network interface
device allow the client device access to the public
network; and

initiate communication of a redirect to the client device to

access the Web site in the public network.

9. The network interface device as recited in claim 8,
wherein the user credentials include a username and pass-
word combination utilized for authentication by the authen-
tication service.

10. The network interface device as recited in claim 9,
wherein the client device is authenticated to the network
interface device without temporary user credentials.

11. The network interface device as recited in claim 8,
wherein the user credentials are associated with the unique
device identifier for the network interface device in an
access control list that is maintained at the network autho-
rization service.

12. The network interface device as recited in claim 8,
wherein the client device authenticates to the network inter-
face device without temporary credentials.

13. The network interface device as recited in claim 8,
wherein the encrypted token that is directed to the client
device is received from the authentication service that
authenticates a user of the client device based on the user
credentials.

14. The network interface device as recited in claim 8,
wherein the validation received from the network authori-
zation service authorizes the client device to the network
interface device.

15. A computer-readable storage memory comprising
stored instructions that are executable and, responsive to
execution of the instructions by a network interface device,
the network interface device performs operations to:

receive a network access request from a client device to

access a Web site in a public network;
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reply to the client device with a redirect to an authenti-

cation service;

receive a credential request directed to the client device

from the authentication service, the credential request
communicated to the client device;

receive user credentials directed to the authentication

service from the client device, the user credentials
communicated to the authentication service;
receive an encrypted token directed to the client device
from the authentication service, the encrypted token
communicated to the client device that posts the
encrypted token back to the network interface device;

communicate a validation request to a network authori-
zation service, the validation request including the
encrypted token and a device identifier of the network
interface device;

receive validation from the network authorization service,

the validation indicating that the network interface
device allow the client device access to the public
network; and

communicate a redirect to the client device to access the

Web site in the public network.

16. The computer-readable storage memory as recited in
claim 15, wherein the user credentials include a username
and password combination utilized for authentication by the
authentication service.

17. The computer-readable storage memory as recited in
claim 16, wherein the client device is authenticated to the
network interface device without temporary user credentials.

18. The computer-readable storage memory as recited in
claim 15, wherein the user credentials are associated with
the unique device identifier for the network interface device
in an access control list that is maintained at the network
authorization service.

19. The computer-readable storage memory as recited in
claim 15, wherein the encrypted token that is directed to the
client device is received from the authentication service that
authenticates a user of the client device based on the user
credentials.

20. The computer-readable storage memory as recited in
claim 15, wherein the validation received from the network
authorization service authorizes the client device to the
network interface device.
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