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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle lamp using a fluid lens and a control method of the
vehicle lamp are provided. The vehicle lamp notifies the
driving status of a vehicle to the drivers of following vehicles
via a tail lamp. In particular the vehicle lamp includes a light
source and a fluid lens that changes a curvature shape of the
fluid lens based on an input current and generates a light
emission image that corresponds to a driving status of a
vehicle to the exterior of the vehicle lamp. Additionally, the
input current varies based on the driving status of the vehicle.

24 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
VEHICLE LAMP USING FLUID LENS AND
CONTROL METHOD OF THE VEHICLE
LAMP

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a vehicle lamp that uses a
fluid lens and a control method of'the vehicle lamp, and more
particularly, to a vehicle lamp using a fluid lens that notifies
the driving status of a vehicle to the drivers of following
vehicles via a tail lamp, and a control method of the vehicle
lamp.

RELATED ART

Most vehicles are generally equipped with tail lamps,
which are mounted at the rear of a vehicle for securing the
driver’s field of vision and notitying the driving status of the
vehicle to the drivers of following vehicles (e.g., vehicles
traveling behind the vehicle providing the driving status). In
particular, a tail lamp includes a brake light, a taillight, a turn
signal light, and a backup light. The brake light is turned on
whenever the brake is engaged to alert the drivers of following
vehicles. The taillight also secures the driver’s field of vision,
especially while driving at night or during low lighting con-
ditions.

The brake light and the tail light may be incorporated into
a single lamp or may be implemented as separate lamps
depending on the type of the vehicle. When the brake light
and the tail light are incorporated into a single lamp, the
brightness of the single lamp may vary based on whether a
braking operation is being performed or the operating state of
a taillight switch. In general, the brake light may be config-
ured to be brighter than the tail light.

A related-art tail lamp can provide basic information such
as whether the brake is engaged or whether the driver is about
to turn, but not information for distinguishing various braking
operations such as a rapid braking and a slow braking and
various acceleration operations such as a rapid acceleration
and a slow acceleration. Therefore, the related-art tail lamp
has a clear limit in providing sufficient information for the
safety of the drivers of following vehicles.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides a vehicle lamp using a fluid
lamp that notifies the driving status of a vehicle to the drivers
of following vehicles via a tail lamp. However, aspects of the
present invention are not restricted to the one set forth herein.
The above and other aspects of the present invention will
become more apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art to
which the present invention pertains by referencing the
detailed description of the present invention given below.

According to an aspect of the present invention, a vehicle
lamp that uses a fluid lens may include: a light source; and a
fluid lens configured to change a curvature shape thereof
based on an input current and generate a light emission image
that corresponds to a driving status of a vehicle to the exterior
of the vehicle lamp, wherein the input current may vary
depending on the driving status of the vehicle.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
method of controlling a current based on the driving status of
avehicle may include: detecting the driving status of'a vehicle
and outputting a sensor signal; analyzing the sensor signal
and generating a current control signal based on the results of
the analysis; and adjusting an input current to be applied to a
fluid lens based on the current control signal, wherein the
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fluid lens may change a curvature shape thereof based on the
input current and generate a light emission image or a light
emission region that corresponds to the driving status of the
vehicle to the exterior of the vehicle.

According to embodiments, it may be possible to provide
basic information such as whether the brake is engaged and
whether the driver is about to turn and information that dis-
tinguishes various braking operations such as a rapid braking
and a slow braking and various acceleration operations such
as a rapid acceleration and a slow acceleration, for the drivers
of following vehicles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other aspects and features of the present
invention will become more apparent by describing in detail
exemplary embodiments thereof with reference to the
attached drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1A-1B are exemplary diagrams illustrating a fluid
lens according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary diagram illustrating a vehicle lamp
using the fluid lens, according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is an exemplary enlarged view of portion A of FIG.
2 according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary table showing various light emis-
sion images obtained by changing the curvature shape of the
fluid lens according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 5 is an exemplary table showing various light emis-
sion images obtained by controlling an input current applied
to the vehicle lamp according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is understood that the term “vehicle” or “vehicular” or
other similar term as used herein is inclusive of motor
vehicles in general such as passenger automobiles including
sports utility vehicles (SUV), buses, trucks, various commer-
cial vehicles, watercraft including a variety of boats and
ships, aircraft, and the like, and includes hybrid vehicles,
electric vehicles, combustion, plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles, hydrogen-powered vehicles and other alternative
fuel vehicles (e.g. fuels derived from resources other than
petroleum).

Although exemplary embodiment is described as using a
plurality of units to perform the exemplary process, it is
understood that the exemplary processes may also be per-
formed by one or plurality of modules. Additionally, it is
understood that the term controller/control unit refers to a
hardware device that includes a memory and a processor. The
memory is configured to store the modules and the processor
is specifically configured to execute said modules to perform
one or more processes which are described further below.

Furthermore, control logic of the present invention may be
embodied as non-transitory computer readable media on a
computer readable medium containing executable program
instructions executed by a processor, controller/control unit
or the like. Examples of the computer readable mediums
include, but are not limited to, ROM, RAM, compact disc
(CD)-ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, flash drives, smart
cards and optical data storage devices. The computer readable
recording medium can also be distributed in network coupled
computer systems so that the computer readable media is
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stored and executed in a distributed fashion, e.g., by a telemat-
ics server or a Controller Area Network (CAN).

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof. As used herein,
the term “and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or
more of the associated listed items.

Unless specifically stated or obvious from context, as used
herein, the term “about” is understood as within a range of
normal tolerance in the art, for example within 2 standard
deviations of the mean. “About” can be understood as within
10%, 9%, 8%, 7%, 6%, 5%, 4%, 3%, 2%, 1%, 0.5%, 0.1%,
0.05%, or 0.01% of the stated value. Unless otherwise clear
from the context, all numerical values provided herein are
modified by the term “about.”

Advantages and features of the present invention and meth-
ods of accomplishing the same may be understood more
readily by reference to the following detailed description of
exemplary embodiments and the accompanying drawings.
The present invention may, however, be embodied in many
different forms and should not be construed as being limited
to the exemplary embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these
exemplary embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete and will fully convey the
concept of the invention to those skilled in the art, and the
present invention will only be defined by the accompanying
claims. Like reference numerals refer to like elements
throughout the specification. Embodiments will hereinafter
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIGS. 1A-1B are exemplary diagrams illustrating a fluid
lens 100 according to an exemplary embodiment. In particu-
lar, the fluid lens 100 may be a lens that varies the refraction
of light by deforming a fluid. More specifically, referring to
FIG. 1A, in response to the curvature of the fluid lens 100
being varied causing the fluid lens 100 to be less convex
(lower a curvature shape), light transmitted through the fluid
lens 100 may be refracted less sharply based on the varied
curvature of the fluid lens 100. In other words, as the curva-
ture of the fluid lens 100 decreases, the refractivity of light
transmitted through the fluid lens 100 may also decrease. In
response to the curvature of the fluid lens 100 being set to a
level that causes minimal refraction of light and maintaining
the level before and after the transmission of light through the
fluid lens 100, surface-emitted light transmitted through the
fluid lens 100 may be emitted toward the exterior of the fluid
lens 100, as illustrated in FIG. 4.

Referring to FIG. 1B, in response to the curvature of the
fluid lens 100 being varied causing the fluid lens 100 to be
more convex (a higher curvature shape), light transmitted
through the fluid lens 100 may be refracted sharply based on
the varied curvature of the fluid lens 100. In other words, as
the curvature of the fluid lens 100 increases, the refractivity of
light transmitted through the fluid lens 100 may also increase.
Accordingly, light yet to transmit (e.g., not yet transmitted)
through the fluid lens 100 may be focused on a substantially
narrow spot area, as illustrated in FIG. 4. Therefore, as the
curvature of the fluid lens 100 increases, the area of a light
emission region where light is emitted toward the exterior of

15

25

30

40

45

55

4

the fluid lens 100 may decrease while the intensity of the light
emission region may increase.

FIG. 2 is an exemplary diagram illustrating a vehicle lamp
using the fluid lens 100, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment. Referring to FIG. 2, the fluid lens 100 may be applied to
a tail lamp, which will hereinafter be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is an exemplary enlarged view of
portion A of FIG. 2. Referring to FIG. 3, the tail lamp may
include a light source 200, which may be configured to gen-
erate light, the fluid lens 100, which may be configured to
adjust the refraction of light transmitted therethrough, and an
inner lens 300, via which light transmitted through the fluid
lens 100 may be emitted toward the exterior of the tail lamp.

The shape of the fluid lens 100 may be determined by an
input current applied to the fluid lens 100. The fluid lens 100
may maintain a shape with a default lens curvature until the
input current is applied thereto. In response to an input current
being applied to the fluid lens 100, the default lens curvature
may be changed to a lower curvature or a higher curvature
based on the result of comparing the applied input current
with at least one current corresponding to the default lens
curvature. In some embodiments, for example, there may be
one predetermined current to be compared with the input
current. In some other emvodiments, for example, there may
be two or more predetermined currents to be compared with
the input current. The default lens curvature shape may be set
appropriately.

The input current may be determined based on various
vehicle-related factors, for example, factors associated with a
braking operation (e.g., a rapid or slow braking) and an accel-
eration operation (e.g., a rapid or slow acceleration). When
input current is determined by the braking-related factor, a
switch that performs switching based on the degree of braking
may be used. More specifically, the degree of braking may be
classified as a rapid braking or a substantially slow braking. In
response to detecting a rapid braking, the switch may perform
a switching operation that corresponds to the rapid braking,
and may output a switch output signal that corresponds to the
rapid braking.

The switch output signal may be provided to a power
supply (not illustrated) that may be configured to apply the
input current to the fluid lens 100. The power supply may
adjust the level of a current to be applied to the fluid lens 100
based on the switch output signal. In an example, during rapid
braking, the power supply may be configured to set the input
current to a first level, which may be substantially low, to
increase a light emission region where light transmitted
through the fluid lens 100 is emitted toward the exterior of the
tail lamp. In another example, during rapid braking, the power
supply may be configured to vary the level of the input current
from the first level to a fifth level, which may be substantially
high (e.g., the input current may increase with the increase of
each level), in a predetermined pattern. In particular, in
response to receiving a switch output signal that corresponds
to the rapid braking from the switch, the power supply may be
configured to set the input current to the first level rapidly
within a predefined amount of time to alert the drivers of
following vehicles as soon as possible to the rapid braking.

Further, the luminous intensity of the light source 200 may
be adjusted based on a switch output signal output by the
switch. In particular, a reduction in luminous intensity result-
ing from the transformation of the fluid lens 100 into a lower
curvature shape and the enlargement of a light emission
region during a rapid braking in response to the application of
the input current with the first level may be compensated for.
In other words, during rapid braking, a current with the fifth
level may be applied to the light source 200 such that the
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luminous intensity of the light source 200 may be substan-
tially uniformly maintained, even when the fluid lens 100 is
transformed into a lower curvature shape and as a result, a
light emission region where light is emitted toward the exte-
rior of the tail lamp may be enlarged.

To determine the input current based on the braking-related
factor, a sensor (not illustrated), may be configured to detect
a level of braking and output a sensor signal that corresponds
to the detected braking level, and a controller may be config-
ured to receive and analyze the sensor signal and may be
configured to operate the power supply based on the results of
the analysis. More specifically, during rapid braking, the sen-
sor may be configured to output a sensor signal that corre-
sponds to the rapid braking.

The sensor signal may be transmitted to the controller. The
controller may be configured to apply the sensor signal to a
signal determination table and identify that the sensor signal
is associated with a rapid braking. The controller may be
configured to set the input current to the first level, which may
be a lowest level, and provide the input current to the power
supply. The power supply may be configured to apply the
input current set by the controller, to the fluid lens 100 to
increase a light emission region where light transmitted
through the fluid lens 100 is emitted toward the exterior of the
tail lamp.

In an example, during rapid braking, the controller may be
configured to vary the level of the input current from the first
level to a fifth level, which may be a highest level, in stages.
In this example, in response to determining that the sensor
signal is associated with rapid braking, the controller may be
configured to set the input current to the first level rapidly
within a predefined amount of time to alert the drivers of
following vehicles to the rapid braking. In another example,
the luminous intensity of the light source 200 may be adjusted
based on a current control signal output by the controller. In
this example, a reduction in luminous intensity resulting from
the transformation of the fluid lens 100 into a lower curvature
shape and the enlargement of a light emission region during a
rapid braking in response to the application of the input cur-
rent with the first level may be compensated for.

In other words, during rapid braking, a current with the fifth
level may be applied to the light source 200 to maintain the
luminous intensity of the light source 200 substantially uni-
formly, even when the fluid lens 100 is transformed into a
lower curvature shape and as a result, a light emission region
where light is emitted toward the exterior of the tail lamp may
be enlarged. When the tail lamp using the fluid lens 100 is
provided with a light detection sensor, the tail lamp may be
adjusted in a predetermined pattern in response to the occur-
rence of an event such as a rapid braking even in a dark area
such as a tunnel.

FIG. 5 is a table showing an example of various light
emission images obtained by controlling an input current
applied to the vehicle lamp using the fluid lens 100. Referring
to FIG. 5, a light emission region or a light emission image
may be varied or generated in a predetermined pattern by
adjusting an input current applied to the vehicle lamp using
the fluid lens 100 in various manners. More specifically,
during a rapid acceleration, as high an input current as pos-
sible (e.g., a highest input current) may be applied to the
vehicle lamp using the fluid lens 100 rapidly within a pre-
defined amount of time, to focus light transmitted through the
fluid lens 100 on a spot-shaped narrow region, as indicated by
reference character a of FIG. 5. Alternatively, during a rapid
acceleration, the input current may be set to a fifth level,
which may be a highest level, rapidly within a predefined
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amount of time and may then be reduced from the fifth level
to a first level, which may be substantially low, in a predeter-
mined pattern.

Reference character b of FIG. 5 indicates how to control the
input current during a rapid braking. The control of the input
current during a rapid braking has already been described
above, and thus, a detailed description thereof will be omit-
ted. Reference character ¢ of FIG. 5 indicates how to control
the input current when a vehicle is being stopped or being
driven at a substantially low speed of about 10 Km/h or less.
In particular, the input current may be set to the first level and
may then be gradually increased from the first level to the fifth
level in a predetermined pattern. In response to the input
current reaching the fifth level, the input current may be reset
to the first level.

The vehicle lamp using the fluid lens 100 is not limited to
the examples or embodiments set forth herein. The vehicle
lamp using the fluid lens 100 may provide the drivers of
following vehicles with various information, other than those
set forth herein, by appropriately adjusting the shape and
pattern of a light emission region. The present inventive con-
cept, which relates to notifying the driving status of a vehicle
to the drivers of following vehicles via a tail lamp, has the
potential to be commercialized and marketed, and may be
enabled. Accordingly, the present inventive concept should be
regarded as having industrial applicability.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to exemplary embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the
art that various changes in form and detail may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention as defined by the following claims. The
exemplary embodiments should be considered in a descrip-
tive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle lamp using a fluid lens, comprising:

a light source;

a fluid lens configured to receive an input current, change a
curvature shape of the fluid lens based on the input
current, and generate a light emission image that corre-
sponds to a driving status of a vehicle to the exterior of
the vehicle lamp;

a switch configured to detect the driving status of the
vehicle and output a switch output signal; and

apower supply configured to adjust the input current based
on the switch output signal,

wherein the input current varies based on the driving status
of the vehicle.

2. The vehicle lamp of claim 1, wherein the fluid lens is
further configured to change the curvature shape of the fluid
lens into a lower curvature shape in response to the input
current being lower than a predetermined threshold.

3. The vehicle lamp of claim 2, wherein a first predeter-
mined threshold for the input current for changing the curva-
ture shape of the fluid lens into the lower curvature shape is set
in advance.

4. The vehicle lamp of claim 1, wherein the fluid lens is
further configured to change the curvature shape of the fluid
lens into a higher curvature shape in response to the input
current being greater than the predetermined threshold.

5. The vehicle lamp of claim 4, wherein a second predeter-
mined threshold for the input current for changing the curva-
ture shape of the fluid lens into the higher curvature shape is
set in advance.

6. The vehicle lamp of claim 1, wherein the input current is
determined based on one or more vehicle-related factors that
indicate the driving status of the vehicle, the vehicle-related
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factors including a breaking operation, a stopping operation,
an acceleration operation, or any combination thereof.

7. The vehicle lamp of claim 1, wherein the power supply
is further configured to set the input current to a level that
corresponds to the driving status of the vehicle.

8. The vehicle lamp of claim 1, wherein the power supply
is further configured to set the input current to vary between
one or more levels in a predetermined pattern.

9. The vehicle lamp of claim 1, wherein the power supply
is further configured to adjust a current to be applied to the
light source in response to receiving the switch output signal.

10. The vehicle lamp of claim 9, wherein the power supply
is further configured to set the current to be applied to the light
source to an inverted level of the input current.

11. A vehicle lamp using a fluid lens, comprising:

a light source;

afluid lens configured to receive an input current, change a
curvature shape of the fluid lens based on the input
current, and generate a light emission image that corre-
sponds to a driving status of a vehicle to the exterior of
the vehicle lamp;

a sensor configured to detect the driving status of the
vehicle and output a sensor signal;

a controller configured to analyze the sensor signal and
generate a current control signal based on results of the
analysis; and

apower supply configured to adjust the input current based
on the current control signal,

wherein the input current varies based on the driving status
of the vehicle.

12. The vehicle lamp of claim 11, wherein the controller is
further configured to generate the current control signal to set
the input current based on a switch output signal.

13. The vehicle lamp of claim 11, wherein the controller is
further configured to generate the current control signal to set
the input current to vary between one or more levels in a
predetermined pattern.

14. The vehicle lamp of claim 11, wherein the controller is
further configured to adjust a current to be applied to the light
source in response to receiving the sensor signal.

15. The vehicle lamp of claim 14, wherein the controller is
further configured to set the current to be applied to the light
source to an inverted level of the input current.

16. A method of controlling a current based on a driving
status of a vehicle, the method comprising:

detecting, by a sensor, the driving status of a vehicle;

outputting, by the sensor, a sensor signal;

analyzing, by a controller, the sensor signal;

generating, by the controller, a current control signal based
on results of the analysis;

adjusting, by the controller, an input current to be applied
to a fluid lens based on the current control signal,

wherein the fluid lens changes a curvature shape of the fluid
lens based on the input current and generates a light
emission image or a light emission region that corre-
sponds to the driving status of the vehicle to the exterior
of the vehicle; and

generating, by the controller, the light emission image or
the light emission region in the shape of a narrow spot by
applying a highest input current to the fluid lens within a
predefined amount of time in response to the results of
the analysis that indicate that the vehicle is in a rapid
acceleration mode.

17. The vehicle lamp of claim 11, wherein the fluid lens is
further configured to change the curvature shape of the fluid
lens into a lower curvature shape in response to the input
current being lower than a predetermined threshold.
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18. The vehicle lamp of claim 17, wherein a first predeter-
mined threshold for the input current for changing the curva-
ture shape of the fluid lens into the lower curvature shape is set
in advance.

19. The vehicle lamp of claim 11, wherein the fluid lens is
further configured to change the curvature shape of the fluid
lens into a higher curvature shape in response to the input
current being greater than the predetermined threshold.

20. The vehicle lamp of claim 19, wherein a second prede-
termined threshold for the input current for changing the
curvature shape of the fluid lens into the higher curvature
shape is set in advance.

21. The vehicle lamp of claim 11, wherein the input current
is determined based on one or more vehicle-related factors
that indicate the driving status of the vehicle, the vehicle-
related factors including a breaking operation, a stopping
operation, an acceleration operation, or any combination
thereof.

22. A method of controlling a current based on a driving
status of a vehicle, the method comprising:

detecting, by a sensor, the driving status of a vehicle;

outputting, by the sensor, a sensor signal;

analyzing, by a controller, the sensor signal;

generating, by the controller, a current control signal based

on results of the analysis;
adjusting, by the controller, an input current to be applied
to a fluid lens based on the current control signal,

wherein the fluid lens changes a curvature shape of the fluid
lens based on the input current and generates a light
emission image or a light emission region that corre-
sponds to the driving status of the vehicle to the exterior
of the vehicle; and,

adjusting, by the controller the input current to sequentially

vary from a highest level to a lowest level in a predeter-
mined pattern within a predefined amount of time in
response to the results of the analysis that indicate that
the vehicle is in a rapid acceleration mode.

23. A method of controlling a current based on a driving
status of a vehicle, the method comprising:

detecting, by a sensor, the driving status of a vehicle;

outputting, by the sensor, a sensor signal;

analyzing, by a controller, the sensor signal;

generating, by the controller, a current control signal based

on results of the analysis;
adjusting, by the controller, an input current to be applied
to a fluid lens based on the current control signal,

wherein the fluid lens changes a curvature shape of the fluid
lens based on the input current and generates a light
emission image or a light emission region that corre-
sponds to the driving status of the vehicle to the exterior
of the vehicle; and

generating, by the controller, the light emission image or

the light emission region in a circular shape with a pre-
determined size by applying a lowest input current to the
fluid lens within a predefined amount of time in response
to the results of the analysis that indicate that the vehicle
is in a rapid braking mode.

24. A method of controlling a current based on a driving
status of a vehicle, the method comprising:

detecting, by a sensor, the driving status of a vehicle;

outputting, by the sensor, a sensor signal;

analyzing, by a controller, the sensor signal;

generating, by the controller, a current control signal based

on results of the analysis;

adjusting, by the controller, an input current to be applied

to a fluid lens based on the current control signal,
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wherein the fluid lens changes a curvature shape of the fluid
lens based on the input current and generates a light
emission image or a light emission region that corre-
sponds to the driving status of the vehicle to the exterior
of the vehicle; and

adjusting, by the controller, the input current to sequen-
tially vary from a lowest level to a highest level in a
predetermined pattern within a predefined amount of
time in response to the results of the analysis that indi-
cate that the vehicle is in a quick braking mode.
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