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(57) ABSTRACT

There is provided an energy storage system. The system
includes a storage tank, a reservoir connected to the storage
tank configured to store fluid and exchange the stored fluid
with the storage tank, at least one path configured to transfer
the stored fluid between the storage tank and the reservoir, a
pump configured to inject the stored fluid into the storage tank
and compress air in the storage tank, and a generator config-
ured to generate electricity by using the injected fluid trans-
ferred from the storage tank to the reservoir.
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1
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM AND METHOD
FOR STORING ENERGY AND RECOVERING
THE STORED ENERGY USING THE SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2012-0082786, filed on Jul. 27, 2012 in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Apparatuses and methods consistent with exemplary
embodiments relate to an energy storage system and a method
of storing energy and recovering the stored energy using the
system.

2. Description of the Related Art

In the case of power generation systems, such as power
generation systems using new renewable energy where
amounts of generated power per unit time are irregular, tem-
porary storage of energy is needed to allow for amounts of
generated power per unit time to be constant.

In the related art, previously used pumped-storage power
plants or compressed air energy storage (CAES) systems are
used as facilities for temporary storage of surplus energy.

Pumped-storage hydroelectricity is an energy storage
method in which water is pumped from a lower elevation
reservoir to a higher elevation reservoir by using surplus
power, thereby converting electric energy into potential
energy. The pumped-storage hydroelectricity is disadvanta-
geous due to expenses incurred for installation, as huge facili-
ties are required for forming head drop of water.

On the other hand, CAES systems are on a smaller scale
than pumped storage power plants but lose energy due to
external dispersion of heat generated while compressing air.
Also, when generating power while discharging air, a tem-
perature is lowered resulting in reduction in volume of the
discharged air and decrease in efficiency of electric power
generation.

SUMMARY

One or more exemplary embodiments provide an energy
storage system capable of being installed on a small scale
relative to pumped storage power plants, of providing thermal
energy loss that is relatively less in comparison to typical
compressed air energy storage (CAES) systems, and of effec-
tively restraining a decline in power generation efficiency due
to a drop of air temperature.

According to an aspect of an exemplary embodiment, there
is provided an energy storage system including a storage tank,
a reservoir connected to the storage tank and configured store
fluid and exchange the stored water with the storage tank, at
least one path configured to transfer of the stored fluid
between the storage tank and the reservoir, a pump capable
configured to inject the stored fluid into the storage tank and
compress air in the storage tank, and a generator configured to
generate electricity using the injected fluid transferred from
the storage tank to the reservoir.

The at least one path may be configured to transfer the
injected fluid from the storage to the reservoir using the
compressed air in the storage tank and the system may further
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include a plurality of valves configured to selectively control
flows of the stored fluid between the storage tank and the
reservoir.

The generator may generate the electricity using a rota-
tional force of a wheel of the pump wherein the rotational
force may be generated by the transferred injected fluid rotat-
ing the wheel.

The system may further include a spray device configured
to spray the stored fluid into the storage tank.

The spray device may be configured to receive the sprayed
fluid from the pump.

The reservoir may be a lake, and the storage tank may be
provided under the ground below a bottom of the lake.

The reservoir may be sea, and the storage tank may be
provided under the ground below a bottom of the sea.

The system may further include an air injection path and an
air discharge path configured to control an amount of the air
in the storage tank.

The system may further include a compressor configured
to inject compressor air into the storage tank.

The system may further include an air discharge path con-
figured to selectively discharge the compressed air and the
compressor air in the storage tank, and a turbine generator
configured to discharge the compressed air and compressor
air and generate electricity.

The system may further include an air discharge path con-
figured to selectively discharge the compressed air and the
compressor air in the storage tank, a combustor configured to
generate a combustion gas by using the selectively discharged
compressed air and compressor air with a fuel, and a turbine
generator configured to discharge the generated combustion
gas from the combustor and generate electricity.

The system may further include a regenerative heat
exchanger configured to transfer heat from the generated
combustion gas to the discharged compressed air and com-
pressor air.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodiment,
there is provided a method of storing and recovering energy.
The method includes providing fluid in a reservoir, injecting
the fluid into a storage tank, compressing air in the storage
tank, maintaining pressure inside the storage tank, discharg-
ing the injected fluid in the storage tank using the compressed
air to the reservoir, and generating electricity using the dis-
charged fluid.

The method may further include injecting compressor air
generated by a compressor into the storage tank.

The compressing the air in the storage tank may be per-
formed until the compressed air in the storage tank reaches
previously determined pressure, and the injecting of the fluid
into the storage tank may be performed after injecting of the
compressor air into the storage tank.

The method may further include spraying the stored fluid
into the storage tank.

The spraying of the stored fluid into the storage tank may
further include simultaneously injecting of the fluid into the
storage tank.

The method may further include discharging the com-
pressed air stored in the storage tank and generating electric-
ity using the discharged compressed air.

The method may further include discharging the com-
pressed air in the storage tank, combusting a fuel with the
discharged compressed air to generate a combustion gas, and
generating electricity using the combustion gas.

The method may further include heating the discharged
compressed air using the combustion gas after the generating
of'the electricity.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and/or other aspects will become more apparent
by describing in detail exemplary embodiments thereof with
reference to the attached drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an energy storage
system according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of operating the
energy storage system according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are views illustrating a state of storing
energy in the energy storage system according to the exem-
plary embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a state of storing energy in the
energy storage system according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a schematic view illustrating a process of gener-
ating power using energy stored in the energy storage system
according to the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a schematic view illustrating an energy storage
system according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a method of operating the
energy storage system according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of FIG. 6;

FIGS. 8 and 9 are views illustrating a state of storing energy
in the energy storage system according to the exemplary
embodiment of FIG. 6;

FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a state of storing energy in the
energy storage system according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of FIG. 6;

FIGS. 11 and 12 are views illustrating a process of gener-
ating power using energy stored in the energy storage system
according to the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 6;

FIG. 13 is a schematic view illustrating a variance in a part
of the energy storage system according to the exemplary
embodiment of FIG. 6;

FIG. 14 is a schematic view illustrating an energy storage
system according to still another exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a schematic view illustrating an energy storage
system according to yet another exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all
combinations of one or more of the associated listed items.

Hereinafter, there will be described energy storage systems
according to exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion with reference to the drawings. In the attached drawings,
since like reference numerals denote like reference elements,
a repetitive description thereof may be omitted.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an energy storage
system 1 according to an exemplary embodiment. Referring
to FIG. 1, the energy storage system 1 includes a storage tank
100, a reservoir 200, a first flow path 150, an air injection path
510, an air discharge path 520, a spray device 300, a pump/
turbine 410, and a motor/generator 420.

The storage tank 100 includes a sealable inner space 102 to
store high-pressure air therein. The storage tank 100 may be
installed on the ground G or under the ground G, but may
preferably be installed under the ground G for maintaining
stability and temperature.

The reservoir 200 includes a space therein to store water W.
The reservoir 200, which stores the water W, may be uncov-
ered or covered. The reservoir 200 may be installed on the
ground G or under the ground G.

The first flow path 150 interconnects the storage tank 100
and the reservoir 200 to allow an exchange of the water W
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therebetween. The first flow path 150 includes first valves 151
and 153 to control a movement of the water W. That is, the first
valves 151 and 153 either opens to allow the movement
between the storage tank 100 and the reservoir 200 or closes
to block the movement between the storage tank 100 and the
reservoir 200. The first flow path 150 is divided at the pump/
turbine 410 into a second flow path 152 and a third flow path
154, both of which connect to the storage tank 100. The
second flow path 152 is connected to a bottom of the storage
tank 100 and the third flow path 154 is connected to the spray
device 300 disposed a top of the storage tank 100. To control
a movement of the water W between the storage tank 100 and
the reservoir 200, the second flow path 152 includes a second
valve 155 and the third flow path 154 includes a third valve
157.

The air injection path 510 is connected to the storage tank
100 at one end to inject air A into the storage tank 100. The air
injection path 510 includes a valve 511 for controlling open-
ing and closing of the air injection path 510 and the air
injection path is connected to an air pump 512 at the other end
which injects air A into the storage tank 100.

The air discharge path 520 is connected to the storage tank
100 at one end to discharge the air A through the other end.
The air discharge path 520 includes a valve 522 for control-
ling opening and closing of the air discharge path 520.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the air injection
path 510 and the air discharge path 520 are described as two
separate components. However, as long as the air injection
path 510 and the air discharge path 520 may perform the
described functions, it is not necessary to provide two sepa-
rate paths as shown in the present exemplary embodiment.
That is, one path may be used as both the air injection path 510
and as the air discharge path 520 with air injection and air
discharge occurring at different times.

The spray device 300 is connected to the third flow path
154 and includes an injection nozzle for injecting the water W
into an interior of the storage tank 100. In other words, the
spray device 300 receives the water W from the pump/turbine
410 attached to the first flow path 150 through the third flow
path 154 and injects the water W into the interior of the
storage tank 100. The injection nozzle of the spray device
300, to spray the water W to the storage tank 100, pulverizes
the water W flowing from the third flow path 154 into small
water drops. When the spray device 300 sprays the water W to
the storage tank 100, air in the storage tank 100 is saturated
with water vapor, and water droplets of small sizes float
therein. Except for the water vapor floating in the air, the
sprayed water is collected on the bottom of the storage tank
100 in liquid form.

The pump/turbine 410 is connected to the first flow path
150, and a water wheel of the pump/turbine 410 is rotated in
either a clockwise CW direction or a counter-clockwise direc-
tion CCW depending on whether the water W flows into the
pump/turbine 410 from the first flow path 150 or out of the
pump/turbine 410 into the first flow path 150. When the water
W flows from the reservoir 200 to the storage tank 100 and the
water wheel of the pump/turbine 410 rotates in a clockwise
direction CW, the pump/turbine 410 functions as a pump.
Conversely, when the water W flows from the storage tank
100 to the reservoir and the water wheel of the pump/turbine
410 rotates in a counter-clockwise direction CCW, the pump/
turbine 410 functions as a turbine. In the present exemplary
embodiment, the pump/turbine 410 is configured as a single
device and may function as a pump or a turbine according to
a rotational direction of the water wheel. However, the exem-
plary embodiment is not limited thereto and a separate pump
and a turbine may be provided. For example, a part of the first
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flow path 150 may be divided into a first divided flow path
(not shown) and a second divided flow path (not shown) in
parallel. The first divided flow path is open to allow the water
W to flow when the water W flows from the reservoir 200 to
the storage tank 100, the second divided flow path is open to
allow the water W to flow when the water W flows from the
storage tank 100 to the reservoir 200. In the above configu-
ration, a pump may installed at the first divided flow path, and
a turbine may be installed at the second divided flow path,
thereby separately installing the pump and the turbine.

The motor/generator 420 is connected to the pump/turbine
410 and includes a rotor rotating according to rotation of the
water wheel of the pump/turbine 410. In other words, depend-
ing on the situation, the motor/generator 420 may function as
a motor forcibly rotating a pump or as a generator converting
a rotational force of a turbine into electric energy.

When the motor/generator 420 functions as a motor, the
motor 420M (See FIGS. 3A and 3B) receives power from an
external power source and forcibly rotates the water wheel of
the pump/turbine 410. The external power source supplying
power to the motor 420M for driving the pump/turbine 410
may be surplus power generated by existing generation facili-
ties such as thermoelectric power plants, hydroelectric power
plants or new renewable power generation facilities such as
solar photovoltaic systems, solar thermal generation systems,
wind power plants, tidal power plants, and wave-power
plants, etc.

When the motor/generator 420 functions as a generator
420G (See FIG. 5), the water W is transferred from the storage
tank 100 to the reservoir 200 due to pressure of the air A in the
storage tank 100, the water wheel of the pump/turbine 410 of
the first flow path 150 rotates in a counter-clockwise direction
CCW, and as a result the generator 420G generates electric
power using a rotational force of the water wheel. In other
words, the generator 420G, when the pump/turbine 410 func-
tions as a turbine, converts a rotational force of the turbine
into the electric power.

On the other hand, in the present exemplary embodiment,
though it is described that the motor/generator 420 is config-
ured as a single device and that functions thereof vary depend-
ing on the situation, the motor/generator 420 may be sepa-
rately formed of a motor 420M and a generator 420G instead
of being the single device. For example, when separately
installing a pump and a turbine on the first and second divided
flow path as discussed above, a motor may be connected to the
pump and a generator may be connected to the turbine.

The electric power generated by the generator 420G may
be used to compensate electric power shortage when an
amount of generated electric power of other power generation
facilities is not sufficient. Also, the electric power generated
by the generator 420G may be used to provide a constant
electric power output from power generation facilities using
new renewable energy as the power output per unit time
produced by the power generation facilities using new renew-
able energy varies much.

Next, a method of operating the energy storage system 1
according to the present exemplary embodiment with refer-
ence to the drawing is described.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart schematically illustrating the method
of operating the energy storage system 1 according to the
exemplary embodiment as shown in FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 2, the method of operating the energy
storage system 1 includes injecting air into the storage tank
100 (S10), injecting water W into the storage tank 100 and
compressing the air (S20), sealing the storage tank 100 and
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storing energy (S30), discharging the water in the storage tank
100 (S40), and generating electric energy using pressure of
the discharged water (S50).

In the injecting of the air into the storage tank 100 (S10),
the storage tank 100 is filled with the air. To fill the storage
tank 100 with the air, the air injection path 510 is opened and
the air pump 512 is driven. Since the storage tank 100 only
needs to be filled with the air, a high output compressor with
a high compression rate is not necessary. In S10, when the air
is injected excessively, the air discharge path 520 may be
opened via the valve 522 and the air may be discharged.

In the injecting of water W into the storage tank 100 and
compressing the air (S20), the water W in the reservoir 200 is
injected into the storage tank 100, thereby compressing the air
in the storage tank 100. FIGS. 3A and 3B schematically
illustrate the operation of injecting the water W into the stor-
age tank 100 and compressing the air. Referring to FIG. 3A,
the water W in the reservoir 200 is transferred to the storage
tank 100 via the first flow path 150 and the second flow path
152. Since both the air injection path 510 and the air discharge
path 520 are closed, the air in the storage tank 100 is com-
pressed. Here, the motor 420M connected to the pump/tur-
bine 410 is driven to forcibly transfer the water W from the
reservoir 200 to the storage tank via the first flow path 150 and
the second flow path 152, wherein the motor 420M may
receive surplus power from another power generation plant in
order to operate as a motor.

The water W is injected into the storage tank 100 and the air
in the storage tank 100 is compressed, thereby generating
heat, in which the heat generated by the compressed air is
transferred to the water W. Since water has a very high spe-
cific heat capacity, there is a very small variance in a tempera-
ture, even when a large quantity of heat enters and exits.
Accordingly, in the present operation, though the air in the
storage tank 100 is compressed, the heat generated by the
compressed air is absorbed by the water W, thereby effec-
tively restraining an increase of the temperature of the air.
That is, a process of compressing the air in the present opera-
tion is similar to an isothermal compression process. As
described above, since the air is isothermally compressed in
the present operation, it is possible to effectively reduce a
decrease of compression efficiency due to the increase of the
temperature of the air while compressing the air.

Also, since the water W in the storage tank 100 undergoes
a state transition from a liquid into water vapor and isother-
mally absorbs heat, it is possible to additionally restrain the
increase of the temperature of the air in the storage tank 100.

Compressing the air by pumping the water W into the
storage tank 100, as in the present exemplary embodiment, in
order to generate compressed air is much easier than a case of
compressing the air by using an air compressor. In the case of
using the air compressor, the output and the scale thereof
should be very great in order to obtain high pressure of 100
bar or more. On the contrary, in the case of a fluid pump, it is
relatively easy to obtain pressure heads of fluid of 100 bar or
more. As described above, the energy storage system 1 may
be more easily installed in comparison with a case using an air
compressor and has excellent advantages with regards to
energy utilization efficiency.

The operation of injecting water W into the storage tank
100 and compressing air (S20) may also include spraying the
water W into the inside of the storage tank 100 (S22). For
example, FIG. 3B is a schematic view illustrating a process of
spraying the water W to the inside of the storage tank 100 and
compressing the air within the storage tank 100. Referring to
FIG. 3B, the water W in the reservoir 200 flows through the
first flow path 150, the pump/turbine 410, the third flow path
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154, and the spray device 300, and flows into the storage tank
100. Since the sprayed water floats in the air in the form of
small water particles, a total surface area of the floating water
in the storage tank is very large. Accordingly, heat may be
more effectively exchanged between the water W flowing into
the storage tank 100 and the air A in the storage tank 100.
Also, since water particles may rapidly undergo a state tran-
sition into water vapor, it is possible to more effectively
restrain the increase of the temperature of the air in the storage
tank 100.

In the current exemplary embodiment, either the second
flow path 152 or the third flow path 154 is selectively used in
the operation of injecting water W into the storage tank 100
and compressing air (S20) for compressing the air by inject-
ing the water W into the storage tank 100. However, the
exemplary embodiment is not limited thereto and the second
flow path 152 or the third flow path 154 may be selectively
used or be used in combination. For example, while injecting
the water W into the storage tank 100 via the second flow path
152, operating the spray device 300 via the third flow path 154
may be intermittently performed.

In the operation of sealing the storage tank 100 and storing
energy therein (S30), the second flow path 152, the third flow
path 154, the air injection path 510, and the air discharge path
520 are all closed to maintain the high pressure formed in the
storage tank 100 in a state in which high pressure is generated
in the storage tank 100 as shown in FIG. 4. In other words,
surplus energy generated in the power generation plants is
stored in the storage tank 100 as pressure energy by operating
the motor 420M connected to the pump/turbine 410. Since a
large amount of water W is stored in the storage tank 100, a
variance in a temperature thereof is small, thereby effectively
reducing heat dissipation of a part of the stored energy.

In the operation of discharging of the water W in the stor-
age tank 100 (S40), the water W in the storage tank 100 is
discharged to the reservoir 200 via the second flow path 152.
FIG. 5 is a schematic view illustrating an operation of dis-
charging the water W in the storage tank 100. As shown in
FIG. 5, in a state where the third flow path 154 is closed, when
the first flow path 150 and the second flow path 152 are open,
the water W is transferred to the reservoir 200 through the
pump/turbine 410 of the first flow path 150 due to the pressure
of'the compressed air in the storage tank 100. The compressed
air in the storage tank 100 expands and absorbs heat from
latent heat H formed by coagulation of the water vapor V
included in the air and the water stand in the storage tank 100.
Accordingly, notwithstanding the expansion, since a tem-
perature of the compressed air is uniformly maintained, that
is, the air goes under a thermodynamic process similar to an
isothermal expansion process, a loss of the pressure due to a
decrease in temperature due to the expansion may be effec-
tively prevented.

In the operation of generating electricity using pressure of
the discharged water (S50), the water W is transferred from
the storage tank 100 to the reservoir 200 due to the pressure
inside the storage tank 100 in such a way that the pump/
turbine 410 connected to the first flow path 150 rotates and the
generator 420G connected to the pump/turbine 410 generates
power. On the first flow path 150, a flow control valve (not
shown) and a water-pressure control valve (not shown) may
be installed to control a rotational amount of the pump/tur-
bine 410 and a generation amount of the generator 420G.
Power generated by the generator 420G may be used to level
electric power output from other power generation plants or
to provide supplemental power when electric power gener-
ated by other power generation plants is not sufficient to meet
electric power demand. As described above, in the case of the
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energy storage system 1, since expansion of the compressed
air goes through the thermodynamic process similar to an
isothermal expansion process, a phenomenon of rapidly
decreasing power generation efficiency due to the expansion
of the air and the decrease of the temperature may be effec-
tively prevented.

As described above, since the air in the storage tank 100 is
compressed in accordance with an isothermal process, the
energy storage system 1 may have very excellent energy
storage efficiency and energy generation efficiency compared
with compressed air energy storage CAES systems using an
insulating process.

An energy storage system 2 according to another exem-
plary embodiment will now be described with reference to the
drawings.

FIG. 6 is a schematic view illustrating the another exem-
plary embodiment of energy storage system 2.

The energy storage system 2 includes the storage tank 100
having a sealing inner space 102, the reservoir 200, the first
flow path 150, the air injection path 510, the air discharge path
520, the spray device 300, the pump/turbine 410, the motor/
generator 420, a compressor 600, and a pneumatic turbine
generator 700. Since the storage tank 100, the reservoir 200,
the first flow path 150, the air injection path 510, the air
discharge path 520, the spray device 300, the pump/turbine
410, and the motor/generator 420 are substantially identical
to those shown in FIG. 1, a repetitive description thereof will
be omitted.

The compressor 600 is installed on the air injection path
510 and injects high-pressure air into the storage tank 100.
The compressor 600 has a high compression ratio and a high
output relative to the air pump 512 of the energy storage
system 1 of FIG. 1, not only to inject the air into the storage
tank 100 but also to increase pressure inside the storage tank
100. The compressor 600, to improve the compression ratio
and compression efficiency, may be a compressor connected
in multiple stages and including an intercooler.

The pneumatic turbine generator 700 is installed on the air
discharge path 520, and, when discharging the high-pressure
air along the air discharge path 520 from the storage tank 100,
rotates a turbine of the pneumatic turbine generator 700 using
pressure of the air, and generates electricity using a rotational
force of the turbine.

Hereinafter, there will be described a method of storing
energy and generating electricity by using the stored energy
of the energy storage system 2 according to an exemplary
embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart schematically illustrating the method
of operating the energy storage system 2 according to the
exemplary embodiment. Referring to FIG. 7, the energy stor-
age system 2 operates through storing compressed air in the
storage tank 100 (S100), recompressing the compressed air
by injecting water W into the storage tank 100 (S200), sealing
the storage tank 100 and storing energy therein (S300), dis-
charging the water W in the storage tank 100 (S400), gener-
ating electricity by using pressure of the discharged water
(S500), discharging the compressed air in the storage tank
100 (S600), and generating electricity by using the dis-
charged compressed air (S700).

In the operation of storing of the compressed air in the
storage tank 100 in (S100), the valve 511 of the air injection
path 510 is opened, and air pressure inside the storage tank
100 is forcibly increased using the compressor 600. The
present operation may further include spraying water W into
the storage tank 100 (S110). FIG. 8 is a schematic view
illustrating a process of simultaneously compressing the air in
the storage tank 100 while spraying the water W to maintain
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a temperature. As shown in FIG. 8, the air in the storage tank
100 is compressed simultaneously while spraying the water
W, thereby effectively reducing a temperature increase in air
compression process. Thus, efficiency drop in air compres-
sion process may also be reduced.

In the operation of recompressing of the compressed air by
injecting water W into the storage tank 100 (S200), after the
air is compressed to a predetermined level by the compressor
600, the water W is forcibly injected into the storage tank 100
using the pump/turbine 410, thereby additionally compress-
ing the air in the storage tank 100. FIG. 9 is a schematic view
illustrating an operation of recompressing the compressed air
by injecting the water W into the storage tank 100. Referring
to FIG. 9, in the present operation, the air injection path 510
of the storage tank 100 is closed and the water W is injected
into the storage tank 100 via the second flow path 152 and/or
the third flow path 154. Since the pump/turbine 410 may
generate a higher pressure than a maximum pressure attain-
able by the compressor 600, even with increased pressure
inside the storage tank 100, it is still possible to forcibly inject
the water W into the storage tank 100 to generate a higher
pressure. Since the air is recompressed while injecting the
water W into the storage tank 100, the water W may be
sprayed using the spray device 300 to further restrain an
increase in temperature of the air. In the present operation, the
pump/turbine 410 functioning as a pump for compressing the
air inside the storage tank 100 may be operated using surplus
electric power from an external source.

In the operation of sealing of the storage tank 100 and
storing energy therein (S300), the second flow path 152, the
third flow path 154, the air injection path 510, and the air
discharge path 520 connected to the storage tank 100 are all
closed, and the storage tank 100 is sealed to maintain the
pressure, thereby storing pressure energy as shown in FIG.
10. Since there is a large amount of water W in the storage
tank 100, it is possible to uniformly maintain a temperature
thereof.

In the discharging of the water W in the storage tank 100
(S400), the water W is transferred from the storage tank 100
to the reservoir 200 by opening the second flow path 152. In
the present operation, the water W is transferred via the sec-
ond flow path 152 and the first flow path 150 and rotates the
pump/turbine 410 disposed on the first flow path 150.

In the operation of generating of electricity using pressure
of the discharged water (S500), the pump/turbine 410 is
rotated by the pressure of the water W flowing through the
first flow path 150 in such a way that the generator 420G
connected to the pump/turbine 410 converts the rotational
force of the pump/turbine 410 into electric energy. That is, the
pump/turbine 410 functions as a turbine connected to the
generator 420G in this case. FIG. 11 is a schematic view
illustrating an operation of generating electricity using the
pressure of the discharged water. Referring to FIG. 11, the
pump/turbine 410 and the generator 420G connected thereto
is operated by the pressure of the water W flowing through the
first flow path 150. That is, energy stored in the storage tank
100 in the form of pressure energy inside the storage tank 100
is converted into the form of electric energy. On the first flow
path 150, a flow control valve (not shown) and a pressure
control value (not shown) may be installed to control a flow
and pressure of the water W passing through the pump/tur-
bine 410.

While discharging the water W from the storage tank 100,
though the pressure inside of the storage tank 100 is
decreased, the temperature inside the storage tank 100 may be
maintained to be uniform due to latent heat H of water vapor
V inside the storage tank 100 and thermal quantity of the
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water standing in the storage tank 100. Accordingly, it is
possible to effectively prevent a rapid decrease of power
generation efficiency.

Inthe operation of discharging of the compressed air in the
storage tank 100 (S600), the high-pressure air inside the
storage tank 100 is discharged via the air discharge path 520.
The operation of discharging the compressed air in the stor-
age tank 100 may be performed after generating electricity by
discharging the water W in the storage tank 100 and may also
be performed simultaneously with the operation of generat-
ing electricity by discharging the water W in the storage tank
100.

In the operation of generating of electricity using the dis-
charged compressed air (S700), a turbine of the pneumatic
turbine generator 700 is rotated using the pressure of the air
discharged via the air discharge path 520 and electric poweris
generated using a rotational force of the turbine. FIG. 12 is a
schematic view illustrating such operation. Referring to FIG.
12, when the high-pressure air is discharged to rotate the
pneumatic turbine generator 700, the discharged high-pres-
sure air expands and absorbs heat that may be supplied from
latent heat H of water vapor V and water W in a liquid state.
Accordingly, in the case of the present exemplary embodi-
ment, though the high-pressure air is discharged and expands,
it is possible to effectively restrain a rapid decrease of a
temperature of the discharged high-pressure air and a rapid
decrease of an electric power generation due to the discharge
of the high-pressure air.

The operation of generating electricity using the com-
pressed air (S700), as shown in FIG. 12, may be performed by
installing a turbine and a generator on the air discharge path
520, and a method of burning a fuel along with the com-
pressed air may be additionally implemented to further
increase a power generation amount.

FIG. 13 is a schematic view illustrating the method of
burning the fuel along with the compressed air. Referring to
FIG. 13, the compressed air discharged via the air discharge
path 520 flows into a combustor 710 and is mixed with the
fuel, thereby forming a high-pressure combustion gas after
being combusted in the combustor 710. The combustion gas
flows into a turbine 720 and rotates the turbine 720 in such a
way that the pneumatic turbine generator 700 can generate
power with greater outputs. In this case, the combustion gas
passing through the turbine 720 is discharged outwardly via
an exhaust path 530 and flows into a regenerative heat
exchanger 900 before the exhaust. The regenerative heat
exchanger 900 applies heat to the compressed air before the
compressed air is injected into the combustor 710, by using
heat of the discharged combustion gas. When heating the
compressed air before the compressed air is injected into the
combustor 710, a temperature, a volume, and pressure of the
compressed air are increased.

When operating a generator by burning a fuel and using the
compressed air as described above, it is possible to obtain a
combustion gas with a higher-temperature and higher-pres-
sure than in a case of generating electric power by simply
using pressure of the compressed air, thereby increasing a
power output of the generator. Also, it is possible to provide
uniform power generation amounts of the generator by con-
trolling an amount of the fuel.

As described above, since using a combination of com-
pressing air by using the compressor 600 and recompressing
air by pumping water W, the energy storage system 2 provides
improved compression efficiency and generation efficiency
relative to CAES systems of the related art.

In the present exemplary embodiment, though it is
described that air is recompressed by the pump/turbine 410
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after compressing the air using the compressor 600 in series,
compressing the air using the compressor 600 and the recom-
pressing the air using the pump/turbine 410 may also be
performed simultaneously. When compression performance
of'the compressor 600 exceeds the pressure head attainable by
the pump/turbine 410, the compression of the air using the
pump/turbine 410 may be performed first, followed by the
compression of the air using the compressor 600. In the
compressing of the air, to prevent an increase of a temperature
due to the compressed air, the storage tank 100 may be filled
with water W to a certain level or water W may be sprayed
inside the storage tank 100.

Hereinafter, there will be described an energy storage sys-
tem 3 according to another exemplary embodiment with ref-
erence to FIG. 14. FIG. 14 is a schematic view illustrating the
energy storage system 3. Referring to FIG. 14, the energy
storage system 3 includes the storage tank 100, a reservoir, the
first flow path 150, an air injection path, an air discharge path,
the spray devices 300, the pump/turbine 410, and the motor/
generator 420. Since the functions of the storage tank 100, the
first flow path 150, the spray devices 300, the pump/turbine
410, and the motor/generator 420 are substantially identical
to those of the described previous embodiments, a repetitive
description thereof will be omitted.

As shown in FIG. 14, in the present exemplary embodi-
ment, the reservoir may be a manmade lake or a natural lake.
Also, the storage tank 100 may be installed by being buried
under the ground G below the reservoir. As described above,
when the reservoir is a lake and the storage tank 100 is buried
below the lake, there is no need to provide an additional space
for installing the storage tank 100. Also, recreational areas
may be built surrounding the lake for public use.

As described above, according to the present exemplary
embodiment, the energy storage system 3 may effectively
smoothen outputs of newly constructed renewable energy
generation facilities 10 such as wind-power generation facili-
ties and may also improve upon living environments of resi-
dents nearby.

Hereinafter, there will be described an energy storage sys-
tem 4 according to yet another embodiment with reference to
FIG. 15.

FIG. 15 is a schematic view illustrating the energy storage
system 4. Referring to FIG. 15, the energy storage system 4
includes the storage tank 100, a reservoir, the first flow path
150, an air injection path, an air discharge path, the spray
devices 300, the pump/turbine 410, and the motor/generator
420. Since the functions of the storage tank 100, the first flow
path 150, the spray devices 300, the pump/turbine 410, and
the motor/generator 420 are substantially identical to those of
the described embodiment, a repetitive description thereof
will be omitted.

The energy storage system 4 uses the sea as the reservoir.
When using the sea as described above, there is no concern for
lack of water. Also, since there is little variance of a tempera-
ture underground according to season, the storage tank 100 is
buried below the bottom of the sea, therefore the storage tank
100 may be consistently maintained at a uniform temperature.
When a temperature of the storage tank 100 is maintained as
being uniform, since a compression ratio may also be uni-
formly maintained, energy storage capacity may be kept con-
sistent regardless of the season.

Since it is possible to install a tidal-power generation plant
and a wave-power generation plant on the coast, and because
it is advantageous to install a wind-power generation plant
due to large amounts of wind present on the coast, the energy
storage system 4 is installed on the coast together with such
new renewable energy generation facilities 10. New renew-
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able energy generation facilities 10 can thus take advantage of
combined tidal-power generation and wind-power genera-
tion.

For example, though it is described that the energy storage
systems 1, 2, and 3 include the spray devices 300, the energy
storage systems 1, 2, and 3 may not include a spray device. In
case the energy storage system does not include a spray
device, to broaden a surface of water in the storage tank 100,
the storage tank 100 may be formed in a horizontally wide
shape.

Also, though it is described that power is generated using
the generator of the motor/generator 420 installed on the first
flow path 150, the energy storage system may generate power
by using only the pneumatic turbine generator 700 installed
on the air discharge path 520, without using the generator of
the motor/generator 420 on the first flow path 150. Addition-
ally, the energy storage system may generate power by using
both the generator of the motor/generator 420 on the first flow
path 150 and the pneumatic turbine generator 700 on the air
discharge path 520 at the same time as discussed with refer-
ence to FI1G. 12.

According to the exemplary embodiments discussed
above, the energy storage system may be installed on a small
scale relative to pumped storage power generation plants,
may provide thermal energy loss that is relatively less in
comparison to existing compressed air storage systems, and
may effectively restrain a decrease of power generation effi-
ciency due to a drop of air temperature while generating
power.

While exemplary embodiments have been particularly
shown and described above, it will be understood by those of
ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the spirit
and scope of the inventive concept as defined by the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of storing and recovering energy, the method
comprising:

providing fluid in a reservoir;

injecting the fluid into a storage tank;

compressing air in the storage tank;

maintaining pressure inside the storage tank;

discharging the injected fluid in the storage tank using the

compressed air to the reservoir; and
generating electricity using the discharged fluid,
wherein the method further comprises injecting compres-
sor air generated by a compressor into the storage tank,

wherein the compressing of the air comprises compressing
the air in the storage tank until the compressed air in the
storage tank reaches a previously determined pressure,
and

wherein the injecting of the fluid into the storage tank is

performed after the injecting of the compressor air into
the storage tank.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising spraying the
stored fluid into the storage tank.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the spraying of the
stored fluid into the storage tank further comprises simulta-
neously injecting of the fluid into the storage tank.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising discharging
the compressed air in the storage tank and generating elec-
tricity using the discharged compressed air.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

discharging the compressed air in the storage tank, com-

busting a fuel with the discharged compressed air and
generating a combustion gas; and

generating electricity using the generated combustion gas.
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6. The method of claim 5, further comprising heating the
discharged compressed air using the combustion gas after the
generating of the electricity.
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