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1
THERMOCHROMIC GLASS COMPRISING A
COATING OF NEUTRAL-COLOUR
VANADIUM DIOXIDE

DESCRIPTION AND INTRODUCTION OF THE
GENERAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a thermochromic glass coating and
to a method for production thereof. Such thermochromic
coatings have a transmittance for electromagnetic radiation
that changes with temperature, for example IR, VIS, UV, and
are to be used in building construction as glass window or
glass fagade coatings in order to influence the climate in the
building interior and to save energy.

PRIOR ART

A glass coating made of vanadium dioxide VO, with alkali
metal doping has been described in DE69910322T2. The
vanadium dioxide has a phase transition at approximately 68°
C. Above this temperature, it is present as metal phase and
reflects electromagnetic radiation, particularly in the infrared
spectral range (500 to 2000 nm). Below this temperature, a
semi-conducting phase is present and allows infrared radia-
tion to pass through. This is referred to as thermochromic
effect. The phase transfer temperature can be reduced by
doping with tungsten. The transmittance for visible light,
however, is worsened, but can be increased by means of
fluorine doping. However, the switching characteristics are
worsened in the case of doping with fluorine.

Vanadium dioxide has a bronze colouring. This is particu-
larly disadvantageous since this colouring acts as a filter for
visible light. The transmission in the visible range of electro-
magnetic radiation is thus considerably restricted. The above-
mentioned document does not give any solution for this, since
the colouring cannot be prevented either by the layer thick-
ness or by further layers.

In DE3347918C2 the reduction of vanadium dioxide to
vanadium trioxide V,0; is proposed, which is grey. Vana-
dium trioxide has a phase transition at 168 K and is therefore
unsuitable for use as a thermochromic window glass coating.
A suitable phase transition lies in the range of 300 K to 373 K.

In both documents the vanadium dioxide layer is applied
by CVD.

However, this is disadvantageous in the case of gaseous
fluorine doping, since an effective fluorine incorporation into
the vanadium dioxide crystal lattice is not possible at depo-
sition temperatures of more than 600° C. On the other hand,
only an amorphous layer of vanadium dioxide can be depos-
ited at an excessively low temperature (<400° C.), and this has
only poor switching characteristics. It is therefore important
to produce a crystalline layer of vanadium dioxide.

Problem

The problem addressed by the present invention is to over-
come or to avoid the disadvantages of the prior art.

Solution to the Problem

This problem is solved in accordance with the invention by
a glass coating, wherein the coating comprises vanadium
dioxide. This vanadium dioxide layer is preferably doped
with tungsten and/or fluorine. The discolouration of the vana-
dium dioxide is achieved by a doping with alkaline earth
elements, such as calcium (Ca), strontium (Sr) and barium
(Ba), individually or in combination. This doping of the vana-
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dium dioxide layer with the alkaline earth elements is per-
formed directly in the vanadium dioxide or additionally by
doping with tungsten, fluorine or other elements (for example
alkali metals—group 1: Li, Na, K, Rb, Cs, elements of groups
3, 4 and 5—for example B, Al, Ga, In, Si, Ge, Sn, Pb, P, As,
Sb, Bi and transition metals, apart from Mg, Ca, Sr, Ba).

With the co-doping with tungsten and calcium, it has been
found that a synergy of both above-described effects is
attained. This means that on the one hand the switching tem-
perature T is lowered into the region of room temperature.
On the other hand, the incorporation of calcium with the
coatings thus produced leads to an increase of the degree of
light transmission, in particular in the visible spectral range,
wherein the light absorption edge experiences a blue shift.
The optical appearance of such a coating changes with
increasing calcium concentration from a bronze to a neutral
colour appearance.

The tungsten concentration with the thermochromic coat-
ings according to the present invention lies in the range from
0.01 to 3.0 atomic percent, preferably 0.4 to 2.6 atomic per-
cent.

The concentration of an alkaline earth metal of the group
consisting of Ba, Sr and Ca, preferably calcium, lies in the
range from 0.01 to 15 atom percent, preferably 1.0 to 10.0
atom percent.

The fluorine concentration lies in the range from 0.01 t0 2.0
atom percent, preferably 0.5 to 1.5 atom percent.

The vanadium dioxide layer has a thickness from 10to 300
nm, preferably in the range from 40 to 100 nm.

A crystal seed layer is preferably inserted between the
glass and the vanadium dioxide layer and promotes the crys-
tallisation of the vanadium dioxide layer, even at low tem-
peratures (<400° C.). Titanium dioxide or silicon oxide, pref-
erably titanium dioxide, is used for this purpose.

The crystal seed layer (also intermediate layer (has a thick-
ness from 5 to 200 nm, preferably in the range from 10 to 70
nm.

A post-oxidation of the doped vanadium dioxide layer with
W or F or an alkaline earth metal of the group comprising Ba,
Sr and Ca or the co-doped vanadium dioxide layer with W or
F and an alkaline earth metal of the group comprising Ba, Sr
and Ca can be prevented by a covering layer. A covering layer
made of the compounds aluminium oxynitride, zinc oxysul-
fide, zinc oxide and zinc sulphide, individually and in in
combination, is thus applied. This covering layer is addition-
ally used as an anti-reflection layer, whereby the degree of
light transmission additionally improves.

It has been found that it is advantageous if the covering
layer has a thickness from 10 to 300 nm, preferably 40 to 100
nm.

Method for Producing the Layer

The vanadium dioxide layer is deposited by means of a
sputtering method, preferably by means of a high-frequency
or radiofrequency cathode sputtering method or DC cathode
sputtering method. Alternatively, a coating can be achieved
via CVD, other PVD methods or sol-gel methods, moreover
in a plasma-assisted manner. Targets of the elements, element
oxides or element fluorides of vanadium, tungsten, calcium,
strontium and barium, individually or in combination, are
also used. The transfer of the elements to the glass as carrier
can therefore be performed in an argon-oxygen atmosphere.
Here, the ratio of the mass flows of the gases of argon and
oxygen to one another is preferably in the range from 5.7 to
1.4.

With additional gaseous fluorine doping, tetrafluo-
romethane (CF,) or triffuoromethane (CHF;) is added to the
argon. Here, the ratio of the mass flows of the gases of argon,
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oxygen and CF, to one another is preferably in the range from
5.7t0 1.4100.3. Similar ratios apply with the addition of other
fluorination agents, such as CHF;.

Alternatively, the fluorinated elements, for example cal-
cium fluoride, strontium fluoride and/or barium fluoride are
used as substrates. A use of fluorinated elements and fluorine-
containing gas also constitutes one embodiment.

With a deposition temperature from room temperature to
400° C., the glass is first coated with a titanium dioxide layer
as crystal seed layer, and a vanadium dioxide layer with the
dopings is then applied.

The doped vanadium dioxide layer is preferably in turn
coated with a cover layer that is preferably formed as an
anti-reflection layer.

The thermochromic layer is used for glass (for example
window glass, glass tubes, drinking glasses), plastics, tex-
tiles, solar cells (photovoltaics) and solar collectors (hot
water preparation).

The embodiment according to the invention is explained
hereinafter, wherein the invention comprises all the preferred
embodiments presented hereinafter, individually and in com-
bination.

EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows the basic structure, according to the present
invention, of a thermochromic coating 10, as can be applied
for example to a window glass pane 12. To this end, a titanium
oxide layer 14 is deposited onto a glass substrate 12 by means
of reactive high-frequency or radiofrequency sputtering. The
titanium oxide layer thus produced forms a crystal ceramic
layer on the glass substrate 12.

The power of the high-frequency generator during sputter-
ing lies, in the case of the deposition of the titanium oxide
layer, preferably in a range from 100 to 600 W (corresponding
to 1.2 to 7.4 W/cm?), most preferably at 300 W (correspond-
ing to 3.7 W/cm?). The deposition temperature lies preferably
in the range from room temperature to 600° C., most prefer-
ably at approximately 300° C.

A vanadium dioxide layer is then applied to the titanium
dioxide layer from a tungsten- or calcium-containing vana-
dium target or vanadium oxide target by means of reactive
high-frequency or radiofrequency cathode sputtering. The
vanadium dioxide layer 16 is the thermochromic layer. The
layer contains approximately 3.3% Cawith 0.2% W and 0.3%
F, the rest being formed by VO,. Alternatively, the coating
contains 8.9% Ca with 0.4% W, the rest being formed by VO,.
In addition, a coating with 8.9% Ca, the rest being formed by
VO,, has been produced. In addition, a coating with approxi-
mately 9% Sr, the rest being formed by VO,, has been pro-
duced. In addition, a coating with approximately 9% Ba, the
rest being formed by VO,, has been produced.

The power of the high-frequency generator during sputter-
ing lies, in the case of the deposition of the doped vanadium
dioxide layer, preferably in the range from 100 to 600 W
(corresponding to 1.2 to 7.4 W/ecm?), most preferably at 300
W (corresponding to 3.7 W/cm2), whereas the deposition
temperature preferably lies in the range from 100 to 600° C.,
most preferably at approximately 400° C.

A vanadium dioxide layer co-doped with fluorine and an
alkaline earth metal of the group comprising Ba, Srand Ca, or
a vanadium dioxide layer co-doped with tungsten and an
alkaline earth metal of the group comprising Ba, Sr and Ca,
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contains the following formulas for the thermochromic layer,
wherein M denotes the corresponding alkaline earth metal:

VixyWMyO, a)

Vi MO, 22 b)

Alternatively, a tri-doped vanadium dioxide layer with
fluorine, tungsten and an alkaline earth metal of the group
comprising Ba, Sr and Ca is produced. The composition can
be described by the following formula, wherein M denotes
the alkaline earth metal:

VixyWMyO, 7F 7 <)

Dopings with further elements lead to other formulas and
weight ratios.

A covering layer or cover layer 18 likewise deposited by
means of high-frequency cathode sputtering and preferably
consisting of zinc sulfide is then applied to the thermochro-
mic doped vanadium dioxide layer 16. Furthermore, alu-
minium oxynitride, aluminium nitride, aluminium oxide,
zinc oxysulfide or zinc oxide or mixed phases of these com-
pounds (including zinc sulphide) are also used instead of zinc
sulphide. This covering layer 18 is used to protect the ther-
mochromic layer 16 against post-oxidation and as an anti-
reflection layer, whereby the light transmittance is increased,
particularly in the visible spectral range.

The power of the high-frequency generator during sputter-
ing lies, in the case of the deposition of the zinc sulphide
covering layer, preferably in the range from 100 to 600 W
(corresponding to 1.2 to 7.4 W/cm?), most preferably at 200
W (corresponding to 2.5 W/cm?), whereas the deposition
temperature preferably lies in the range from room tempera-
ture to 400° C., most preferably at room temperature.

FIG. 2 shows the wavelength-dependent transmission
behaviour for a vanadium dioxide layer 16 doped with cal-
cium or co-doped with tungsten and calcium and deposited on
glass using a high-frequency cathode sputtering system, with-
out anti-reflection top layer. In addition, a vanadium dioxide
layer doped merely with tungsten is shown for comparison.
The layers were produced at a deposition temperature of
approximately 600° C. (without gaseous fluorine doping).
The low-temperature phase measured at 20° C. and the high-
temperature phase at 100° C. of the three layers can be seen.
For the range from 300 to 2500 nm, the layer doped merely
with calcium consistently has a much higher transmission
compared with the layer doped merely with tungsten. Fur-
thermore, the layer co-doped with calcium and tungsten dem-
onstrates a lower transmission for the range from 300 to 2500
nm compared with the layer doped merely with calcium, but
higher transmission compared with the layer doped merely
with tungsten. In particular, the transmission difference
between low-temperature and high-temperature phase is
much greater compared with the other layers.

FIG. 3 shows the wavelength-independent transmission
behaviour of vanadium dioxide layers 16 doped with different
calcium concentrations using the high-frequency cathode
sputtering system and having a titanium oxide intermediate
layer 14 that is 20 nm thick, but without anti-reflection layer.
The layers were produced at a deposition temperature of
approximately 400° C. From the comparison of the curves, it
can be seen that the transmittance for both phases is greater
particularly in the range from 1000 to 2500 nm with rising
calcium concentration. Furthermore, a blue shift of the
absorption edge can be seen with rising calcium concentra-
tion, whereby the colour impression of the layers also
changes from a bronze to a neutral colouration.
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FIG. 4 shows a table which contains the switching tem-
peratures, the absorption edges (band gaps) and the deter-
mined element concentration and also the spectral transmis-
sion degree of the high-temperature (measured at 100° C.)
and low-temperature phase (measured at 20° C.) for different
thermochromic coatings, wherein the same conditions for the
layer production were applied as illustrated with the mea-
sured layers in FIG. 2.

As illustrated in the table, a synergy effect occurs with
co-doping with tungsten and calcium, that is to say the co-
doped layers have a shift of the switching temperature to
lower temperatures caused primarily by the tungsten and also
a shift of the absorption edge to higher energies or to lower
wavelengths due to the doping with calcium.

FIG. 5 shows the wavelength-dependent transmission
behaviour for a vanadium dioxide layer 16 doped with stron-
tium and with barium and also an undoped vanadium dioxide
layer 16 deposited on glass using the high-frequency cathode
sputtering system, without titanium oxide intermediate layer
14 and without anti-reflection top layer. The layers were
produced at a deposition temperature of approximately 650°
C. The determined barium and strontium concentrations lie at
approximately 9 atomic percent.

Compared with the layer doped with calcium in FIG. 2, the
layers from FIG. 5 doped with strontium and with barium
demonstrate a similar switching behaviour. The transmission
in the range from 300 to 2500 nm is much higher, and the
absorption edge starts only at higher energies or lower wave-
lengths compared with the undoped vanadium dioxide layer
in FIG. 5.

The increase of the transmittance, particularly in the blue
spectral range, means that the optical appearance of the ther-
mochromic coating is considerably improved compared with
the vanadium dioxide layers known from the prior art doped
merely with fluorine or tungsten, and the switching tempera-
ture shifts into the region of room temperature due to the
simultaneous tungsten or fluorine incorporation. As can be
seen in FIG. 3, the transmission of the thermochromic coating
according to the invention indeed rises compared with the
vanadium dioxide coating doped merely with tungsten, even
in the high-temperature phase, however the transmission dif-
ference between high- and low-temperature phase remains
approximately equal or even increases for sample Ca48 (see
FIG. 4).

Textiles or plastics are coated at temperatures of approxi-
mately 100° C. to 200° C. with doped vanadium dioxide. In
order to achieve a sufficiently good crystallinity of the vana-
dium dioxide and therefore of the thermochromic effect, the
doped vanadium dioxide layer is to be applied to a crystal
seed layer, wherein, besides sputtering, PVD or sol-gel meth-
ods can be used. In the case of sol-gel methods, a layer
thickness that is as uniform as possible is to be ensured.
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KEY TO THE FIGURES AND LIST OF
REFERENCE SIGNS

FIG. 1 basic structure of a thermochromic coating for
window glass according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 wavelength-dependent transmission spectrum of a
thermochromic vanadium dioxide coating doped a) with Ca,
b) with W and ¢) with W and Ca;

FIG. 3 wavelength-dependent transmission spectra of ther-
mochromic vanadium dioxide coatings doped with different
Ca concentrations;

FIG. 4 a table with switching temperatures and absorption
edges (band gaps) of different thermochromic coatings based
on vanadium dioxide;

FIG. 5 wavelength-dependent transmission spectra of ther-
mochromic vanadium dioxide coatings doped with Ba and
doped with Sr and also undoped.

The invention claimed is:

1. A thermochromic layer, which comprises vanadium
dioxide, characterised in that the vanadium dioxide com-
prises a doping with at least one alkaline earth metal, wherein
the alkaline earth metal is selected from the group consisting
of calcium, barium and strontium.

2. The thermochromic layer according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that the alkaline earth metal is calcium.

3. The thermochromic layer according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that the vanadium dioxide layer has an additional
doping with tungsten and/or fluorine.

4. The thermochromic layer according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that the vanadium dioxide layer additionally has a
crystal seed layer and/or a cover layer.

5. The thermochromic layer according to claim 1, compris-
ing a crystal seed layer which comprises compounds selected
from the group consisting of titanium dioxide and silicon
oxide.

6. The thermochromic layer according to claim 1, compris-
ing a cover layer which comprises compounds selected from
the group consisting of aluminium oxynitride, zinc oxysul-
fide, zinc oxide and zinc sulphide.

7. A glass coated with a thermochromic layer according to
claim 1.

8. A method for producing a thermochromic layer having a
vanadium dioxide layer according to claim 1, characterised in
that the vanadium dioxide layer is doped with alkaline earth
metals.

9. The method for producing a thermochromic layer
according to claim 8, characterised in that a carrier is coated
with a thermochromic layer, by means of high-frequency or
radiofrequency cathode sputtering methods or DC cathode
sputtering methods.

10. A glass, plastic, textile, solar cell or solar collector
coated with a thermochromic layer according to claim 1.
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