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coupled to a distribution network is disclosed. An example
integrated circuit controller according to aspects of the
present invention includes a switching control circuit that
outputs a drive signal to control switching of a switch to
regulate an output of the power converter. The integrated
circuit controller also includes a cable drop compensator that
outputs a compensated reference voltage signal to the switch-
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age value that is responsive to a distribution voltage across the
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coupled to the distribution network. The switching of the
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
INTEGRATED CABLE DROP
COMPENSATION OF A POWER CONVERTER

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a divisional of U.S. Non-Provisional
patent application Ser. No. 12/058,526, filed Mar. 28, 2008,
which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Applica-
tion No. 60/922,193, filed Apr. 6, 2007. Application Nos.
60/922,193 and 12/058,526 are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. Field of the Disclosure

The present invention relates generally to power convert-
ers, and more specifically, the invention relates to voltage
regulation of power converters.

2. Background

Many electrical devices such as cell phones, personal digi-
tal assistants (PDA’s), laptops, etc. are powered by a source of
relatively low-voltage DC power. Because power is generally
delivered through a wall outlet as high-voltage AC power, a
device, typically referred to as a power converter, is required
to transform the high-voltage AC power to low-voltage DC
power. The low-voltage DC power may be provided by the
power converter directly to the device or it may be used to
charge a rechargeable battery that, in turn, provides energy to
the device, but which requires charging once stored energy is
drained. Typically, the battery is charged with a battery
charger that includes a power converter that meets constant
current and constant voltage requirements required by the
battery. Other electrical devices, such as DVD players, com-
puter monitors, TVs and the like, also require a power con-
verter for device operation. The power converter in these
devices also has to provide output voltages and currents that
meet the requirements of the device. In operation, a power
converter may use a controller to regulate output power deliv-
ered to an electrical device, such as a battery, that may be
generally referred to as a load. More specifically, the control-
ler may be coupled to a sensor that provides feedback infor-
mation of the output of the power converter in order to regu-
late power delivered to the load. The controller regulates
power to the load by controlling a power switch to turn on and
offin response to the feedback information from the sensor to
transfer energy pulses to the output from a source of input
power such as a power line. One particular type of power
converter that may be used is a flyback power converter. In a
flyback power converter, an energy transfer element may
galvanically isolate the input side of the power converter from
the output side. Galvanic isolation prevents DC current from
flowing between the input side and the output side of the
power converter, and is usually required to meet safety regu-
lations.

Power converter control circuits may be used for a multi-
tude of purposes and applications. There is a demand for
integrating control circuit functionality that can reduce the
number of components outside the integrated control circuit.
This reduction in external component count enables minia-
turization of the power converter to improve portability,
reduces the number of design cycles required to finalize a
power converter design and also improves reliability of the
end product. Furthermore, reduced component count can
offer energy efficiency improvements in the operation of the
power converter and can reduce the power converter cost.
Typically, a power converter has special circuits on the output
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side of the power converter to sense and to transmit feedback
information about the output voltage to the control circuit that
is on the input side of the power converter. One technique to
reduce the number of components in the power converter is to
sense the feedback information of the output voltage from the
input side of the power converter instead of sensing it on the
output side of the power converter. This is accomplished by a
means of an indirect feedback. One challenge associated with
power converters using indirect feedback is compensating for
the varying voltage dropped across a cable that connects the
power converter (e.g. battery charger) to the load (battery).
Indirect feedback can regulate the voltage at the output of the
power converter that is at one end of the cable, but the voltage
the other end of the cable will be different from the voltage at
the output of the power converter by the voltage drop of the
cable. By compensating for the additional voltage drop of the
cable, the power converter provides improved voltage regu-
lation at the load.

There are known discrete circuits that are implemented
externally to an integrated power supply controller, which can
compensate for the voltage drop of the cable. However, the
known discrete circuits that compensate for the voltage drop
across the cable introduce additional components that
increase the cost and size of the power converter. For
example, known discrete cable drop compensation circuits
may include relatively large capacitors that increase the size
of the power converter. In addition, known discrete circuits
that compensate for voltage drop across the cable may not be
suitable for certain power converters using controllers that
implement certain advanced control methods.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments of the
present invention are described with reference to the follow-
ing figures, wherein like reference numerals refer to like parts
throughout the various views unless otherwise specified.

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustrating generally an example
functional block diagram of a power converter coupled to a
distribution network and load including an example control-
ler in accordance with the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 2A is a functional block diagram further illustrating
generally the example controller of FIG. 1 in accordance with
the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 2B illustrates generally example waveforms of sig-
nals corresponding with the example controller of FIG. 2A in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 3A is a functional block diagram further illustrating
generally the example cable drop compensator of FIG. 2 in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 3B illustrates generally example waveforms of sig-
nals corresponding with the example cable drop compensator
of FIG. 3A in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention.

FIG. 3C illustrates generally alternate example waveforms
of signals corresponding with the example cable drop com-
pensator of FIG. 3A in accordance with the teachings of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating generally an example
method for cable drop compensation for a power converter in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating generally an alternate
example of a method for cable drop compensation for a power
converter in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention.
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FIG. 6 is a schematic illustrating generally an example
power converter coupled to a distribution network including
an example controller in accordance with the teachings of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic illustrating an example of an inte-
grated cable drop compensator in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a schematic illustrating an alternative example of
an integrated cable drop compensator that accommodates for
varying current limits in accordance with the teachings of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Examples related to integrated cable drop compensation
circuits and methods for use in power converters are dis-
closed. In the following description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the present invention. It will be apparent, however, to
one having ordinary skill in the art that the specific detail need
not be employed to practice the present invention. Well-
known methods related to the implementation have not been
described in detail in order to avoid obscuring the present
invention.

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment,” “an embodiment,” “one example” or “an example”
means that a particular feature, structure or characteristic
described in connection with the embodiment is included in at
least one embodiment or example of the present invention.
Thus, the appearances of the phrases “in one embodiment,”
“in an embodiment,” “in one example” or “in an example” in
various places throughout this specification are not necessar-
ily all referring to the same embodiment. The particular fea-
tures, structures or characteristics may be combined for
example into any suitable combinations and/or sub-combina-
tions in one or more embodiments or examples. Furthermore,
the particular features, structures or characteristics may be
included in an integrated circuit, an electronic circuit, a com-
binational logic circuit, or other suitable components that
provide the described functionality.

As will be discussed, example power converters in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present invention include an
integrated cable drop compensation feature that eliminates
discrete components, and also extends usability to power
converters for advanced control methods. One control
method referred to herein is termed “on/off” control. “On/
off” herein refers to whether or not the power switch is
enabled to conduct. An “on” cycle is one wherein the switch
is enabled, and therefore, may conduct for a portion of time
during that cycle, and an “off” cycle is one wherein the switch
is disabled, or prevented from conducting. Thus, “on/off” in
the present disclosure does not refer to whether the switch is,
in fact, conducting in a given cycle, only whether or not
switch conduction is enabled. Another control method
referred to as pulse width modulation herein is termed
“PWM.” More specifically, PWM involves modulating the on
time, also referred to as the conduction time, of the switch
during a cycle that may be of fixed duration or variable dura-
tion. Another form of PWM involves modulating the off time,
which is when the switch is prevented from conducting, of the
switch during a cycle that may be of fixed duration or variable
duration. It is appreciated that modulating the on time is
indistinguishable from modulating the off time when the
switching cycles are of fixed duration. Examples of the dis-
closed power converters and methods may be used in a variety
of applications in which the input side of the power converter
is galvanically isolated from the output side and a load voltage
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is regulated in response to sensing a signal at the input side
representative of the output voltage of the power converter.

To illustrate, FIG. 1 shows generally an example power
converter 100 coupled to a distribution network 102 and a
load 104, including an example controller in accordance with
the teachings of the present invention. As shown, the distri-
bution network 102 is coupled to an output 105 that corre-
sponds with an output voltageV ,,,,-106. A load current 1, ,
109 flows from output 105 and through the distribution net-
work 102 to supply the load 104. Typically, the distribution
network 102 includes a cable, such as for example a power
cord. In one example, the distribution network 102 may
include, but is not limited to, terminal interfaces and/or any
other elements that provide additional resistance at the output
side of the power converter 100. The terminal interfaces may
include for example a connection interface between the
power supply and the cable as well as a connection interface
between the cable and the load.

As shown, input 110 corresponds with an input voltage V
112 and is coupled to an energy transfer element 114, which
in the illustrated example provides galvanic isolation between
input 110 and output 105. In other words, the energy transfer
element 114 prevents DC current from flowing from the input
side to the output side of the power converter 100. In one
example, energy transfer element 114 includes an input wind-
ing 116 and an output winding 117. An “input winding” may
also be referred to as a “primary winding” and an “output
winding” may also be referred to as a “secondary winding.”
As shown in the illustrated example, a clamp circuit 118 is
coupled across input winding 116 of energy transfer element
114 to limit the voltage across a controller 119.

As shown, the controller 119 is coupled to input 110 and
coupled to regulate output 105. In various examples, control-
ler 119 may include features to employ any of a variety of
switching schemes including but not limited to, on/off con-
trol, on/off control with varying current limit levels, variable
or constant frequency pulse width modulation (PWM), or the
like. The controller 119 is also coupled to a sensor 120 that
senses a value of an output 105 of the power converter 100. In
the example, output voltage V. 106 is sensed by sensor
120. As illustrated in the example, output voltage V5,106
and the sensor 120 are separated by a rectifier 140 and by the
magnetic coupling between two windings 116 and 117 of an
energy transfer element 114 that in the example is a trans-
former. The sensor 120 is coupled to output a feedback signal
124 U to the controller 119 in order to regulate output 105.

In operation, controller 119 regulates the output 105 of
power converter 100 by switching a power switch included in
controller 119 in response to the feedback signal 124 U,.
When the power switch in controller 119 is on, energy from
the input 110 is transferred into the input winding 116 of the
energy transfer element 114 and is stored in the energy trans-
fer element 114. When the power switch in controller 119 is
off, the energy stored in the energy transfer element 114 is
transferred to the output winding 117. The energy from output
winding 117 is transferred to the output 105 of the power
converter 100 with a pulsating current that flows through a
forward biased rectifier 140 to an output capacitor 142. A
substantially DC (non-pulsating) load current 109 flows from
the output 105 of the power converter through a distribution
network 102 to a load 104. An input return 125 is coupled to
input terminals 110 and an output return 127 is coupled to
output terminals 105. In one example, the input return 125
and output return 127 may be coupled.

As shown, aload current; ,,, 109 is delivered through the
distribution network 102 to supply the load 104. In one
example, the load 104 may represent a device to be charged,
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such as for example a cell phone battery and may require a
regulated load voltage V;,,, 130. In operation, controller
119 produces pulsating current in the output winding 117.
The current in the output winding 117 is rectified by the
rectifier 140 and is filtered by output capacitor 142 to produce
the substantially constant output voltage Vo 106. As the
load current I, , ,, 109 increases, a distribution voltage drop
V prsr 132 increases in proportion due to a substantially con-
stant resistance in the distribution network 102. In one
example, the power converter 100 may compensate for the
distribution voltage drop V ;s 132 to receive better regula-
tion at the load 104 by controlling the output voltage V 5.+
106 in accordance with the teachings of the present invention.
Since the resistance of the distribution network 102 may be
different for different applications, it will be appreciated that
auser must know and account for the approximate resistance
of'the particular distribution network in choosing appropriate
feedback components in order to realize the benefits of the
invention.

In one example, the power converter 100 may operate in a
discontinuous conduction mode (DCM), where all energy
from the energy transfer element 114 is transferred to the
output winding 117 before the input winding 116 receives
more energy from the input 110.

In accordance with the teachings of the present invention,
the variation of load voltage V, ,, 130 is reduced as com-
pared to prior power converters. This is accomplished by
adjusting the output voltage V. 106 to compensate for a
changing voltage drop (V57 132) across the distribution
network 102. As described above, the distribution voltage
drop V 5757132 will change in response to the current deliv-
ered to the load 104. The invention teaches that adjusting the
output voltage V 5,106 to compensate for varying distribu-
tion voltage V ;5,132 may be accomplished in response to
the switching of a power switch in the controller 119.

FIG. 2A is a functional block diagram 200 illustrating
generally further aspects of an example of the controller 119
of'a power converter 100 in accordance with the teachings of
the present invention. As shown in the illustrated example,
controller 119 further includes a power switch 208, a switch-
ing block 201, an integrated cable drop compensator 202, an
oscillator 204, and a current limiter 206. In the example of
FIG. 2A the controller 119 may represent the boundary of an
integrated circuit that includes power switch 208, switching
block 201, integrated cable drop compensator 202, and cur-
rent limiter 206, in a single monolithic device. In other
examples one or more of these functional blocks may be
implemented with discrete circuit components, monolithic
integrated circuits, hybrid integrated circuits or various com-
binations thereof.

In the depicted example, switching block 201 regulates
output voltage 106 by switching the power switch 208 that is
between a first terminal 209 and a second terminal 210. In one
example, first terminal 209 may be referred to as a drain
terminal and second terminal 210 may be referred to as a
source terminal. In operation, the power switch 208 may be in
an on state, which allows current flow through power switch
208, or in an off state, which substantially prevents current
flow through the power switch 208. A drive signal 211 from
switching block 201 controls the switching of the power
switch 208 to regulate an output at output 105 of power
converter 100. A switching signal 212 is representative of
drive signal 211 and is output to cable drop compensator 202.
In one example, when switching block 201 is using a constant
frequency or variable frequency PWM control scheme, the
switching signal 212 may represent ‘on’ times and ‘off” times
of power switch 208.
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In another example, when switching block 201 is using an
on/off control scheme, the switching signal 212 may repre-
sent ‘enabled’ cycles and ‘disabled’ cycles. In an enabled
cycle, the switch may conduct, and in a disabled cycle, the
switch is prevented from conducting. It is noted that “disabled
cycles” may also be referred to as “skipped cycles.” During an
on/off control scheme, switching of the power switch 208
operates based on cycles of fixed duration as shown in FIG.
2B. Using on/off control, the switching block 201 may regu-
late the output voltage V. 106 by deciding to execute a
switching event during a cycle or by skipping a switching
event during a cycle. More specifically, a switching event is
defined as when the power switch 208 transitions from an off
state to an on state and back to an off state ina given cycle. The
duration of the conduction time of the power switch 208 in an
enabled cycle may be of a fixed duration or a variable duration
and the duration may be determined any number of ways
including by a timing signal of a fixed duration, a current
limit, or the like. As shown in the example, when a switching
event occurs, the cycle is enabled (EN) and the switching
signal 212 is high for the entire duration of the cycle. When a
switching event is skipped, the cycle is disabled (DIS) and the
switching signal 212 is low for the duration of the cycle.

Continuing with the example shown in FIG. 2A, switching
block 201 receives feedback signal 124 substantially repre-
sentative of an output voltage V .- 106 via a feedback ter-
minal 213. The switching block 201 switches the power
switch 208 in response to feedback signal 124. As shown, the
integrated cable drop compensator 202 outputs a compen-
sated reference voltage signal 216 that is representative of an
adjusted voltage V , ,,, which is representative of the value of
output voltage V., that is required to compensate for a
distribution voltage V ;- 132. The output voltage V 106,
which is regulated in response to the adjusted reference volt-
age value V,,, is substantially the sum of a distribution
voltage V ;57132 and a load voltage V, ., 130. When the
load current 109 is high, a relatively high distribution voltage
drop 132 will be present, and when the load current 109 is low,
arelatively low distribution voltage drop 132 will be present.
Therefore, improved regulation of load voltage V, ,,, 130 is
accomplished when compensated reference voltage signal
216 adjusts proportionately to load current 109 to compensate
for a distribution voltage drop 132.

As shown in the depicted example, the switching block 201
receives a clock signal 214 from the oscillator 204. The clock
signal 214 is a pulsating signal used as a time reference by
switching block 201 for switching power switch 208. For
example, in an example of on/off control, the clock signal 214
would be referenced to maintain a switching cycle of fixed
duration. In an example of PWM control, the clock signal 214
would be referenced for controlling the on time or off time of
the power switch 208 for each cycle.

As shown, a current limiter 206 is coupled to a current
sense 217 that senses a switch current 15, 218. In the
illustrated example, current sense 217 is coupled to detect
switch current I, 218 between power switch 208 and
second terminal 210. In another example, itis appreciated that
current sense 217 may be coupled to detect switch current
Lsprrem 218 between power switch 208 and first terminal 209.
The current limiter 206 outputs a current limit reached signal
220 to the switching block 201 when switch current I,z
218 reaches a peak current limit [, . The switching block
201 may change the peak current limit I, ,, and output a
peak current limit adjust signal 1,,,,222. More specifically,
adjusting the peak current limit 1., may be based on or
responsive to operating parameters such as, but are not lim-
ited to, mode of operation and control scheme. In one
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example, a maximum peak current limit I,,, is a value that
limits the maximum value of switch current I,z 218. In
one example, peak current limit adjust signal 1,,,, 222 is
received by cable drop compensator 202 to determine a cur-
rent limitratio K,z ,770. In one example, the current limit ratio
K;z4770» may be used to control the switching of power
switch 208. The current limit ratio K, , -, may be calculated
by the following equation:

M

Ipeak

Kiratio = o
MAX

FIG. 3 A is a functional block diagram 300 further illustrat-
ing an example integrated cable drop compensator 202 of
FIG. 2A according to the teachings of the present invention.
The integrated cable drop compensator 202 includes a
switching coefficient calculator 302 and a voltage compen-
sation calculator 304. As shown, switching coefficient calcu-
lator 302 outputs a switching coefficient signal 306 represen-
tative of a switching coefficient value (SC). More specifically,
the switching coefficient is representative of the switching of
a power switch in a manner that is representative of the ratio
of load current 109 divided by the maximum amount of
deliverable load current 109. For example, when the switch-
ing coefficient SC is 1.0, then maximum load current 109 is
being delivered to the load, which results in a maximum
voltage drop across the distribution network 132. When
switching coefficient SC1is 0.5, half of maximum load current
109 is being delivered to load 104, which results in half of the
maximum voltage drop across the distribution network 132.

FIG. 3B illustrates an example calculation of a switching
coefficient SC when switching block 201 is using an on/off
control scheme in accordance with the teachings of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 3B, the switching signal
212 indicates an enabled cycle (EN) when a switching event
occurs during that cycle and indicates a disabled cycle (DIS)
when a switching event does not take place. In an on/off
control scheme, the switching coefficient SC may be calcu-
lated by determining the number of cycles the switching
signal 212 is high out of a total number of cycles. In one
example, the switching coefficient may be calculated with the
following equation:

NENABLE _ Nenasie 2)

SC

NEnasLE + NpisasLe  NtomaL

where N, 5, - 1s defined as the number of enabled cycles
and N, =, = is defined as the number of disabled cycles. A
total number of switching cycles N, is defined as the sum
of enabled and disabled cycles within a set time. It will be
apparent when calculating the switching coefficient in a dis-
crete manner, the number of switching cycles to be consid-
ered must be large enough to provide a substantially constant
value for the switching coefficient SC when the load current
is constant, and yet must be small enough to maintain the
voltage at the load within specified limits when the load
current changes.

To illustrate, FIG. 3B shows an example in which the
number of enabled cycles N,z 18 equal to eight, the
number of disabled cycles N,;¢, =, - is equal to 12, and total
number of cycles N7, is equal to 20. The switching coef-
ficient SC is determined by dividing the number of enabled
cycles Nzn., 57z by the total number of cycles N, to geta
switching coefficient SC of 0.4.
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FIG. 3C illustrates an alternate example calculation of a
switching coefficient SC with an example switching block
201 using a variable frequency pulse width modulation
(PWM) control scheme in accordance with the teachings of
the present invention. As shown, the switching signal 212 is a
digital signal that is high when power switch 208 is in an on
state, and is low when power switch 208 is in an off state. In
the illustrated PWM control scheme, the switching coeffi-
cient SC may be calculated by determining the effective duty
ratio of the switching signal over a period of time. More
specifically, the switching coefficient may be determined
with the following equation:

on _ Ion

SC @

fony +Iorr  ITOTAL

where t,, is defined as the time power switch 208 is on, which
is when current is allowed to flow, and t, . is defined as the
time where switch remains off, within a total time t /., ;. As
shown in the example of FIG. 3C, the on time t,,, is equal to
100 ps, the off time t - is equal to 150 ps, and the total time
trors 18 equal to 250 ps. The switching coefficient SC is
calculated by dividing the on time t,,, 100 us by the total time
trorar 250 us, which results in a switching coefficient SC of
0.4 in the illustrated example.

Continuing with the example cable drop compensator 202
in FIG. 3A, the voltage compensation calculator 304 outputs
the compensated reference voltage signal 216 in response to
switching coefficient signal 306. The switching coefficient
SC is a fraction that represents the value of the load current
divided by the maximum load current. Therefore, the switch-
ing coefficient signal 306 indicates the required amount of
compensation as a fraction of the maximum expected distri-
bution voltage drop V ;5 132. The compensated reference
voltage signal 216 increases the output voltage V. 106
above its value at no load current by an amount that is sub-
stantially the same fraction of the maximum expected distri-
bution voltage drop V ,,5,-132. Thus, the output voltage V -
106 compensates for the distribution voltage drop V ;5,132
that varies with the load current 109. In one example, further
described with reference to FIG. 7, the switching coefficient
may be calculated continuously instead of calculated in a
discrete fashion as described above in FIGS. 3B and 3C in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart 400 illustrating generally an example
method for integrated cable drop compensation in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention. As shown in the
illustrated example, processing begins at block 405, and in
block 410, switching signal 212 is received. In block 420, a
switching coefficient in response to switching signal 212 is
determined. In block 430, an adjusted voltage V ,, ,is calcu-
lated in response to the switching coefficient SC and a refer-
ence voltage V. The reference voltage V- is an internal
voltage within the integrated circuit that remains substan-
tially constant over a range of external conditions, and is set
based on design parameters of the power converter 100. The
adjusted voltage V ,, ;s substantially the same value as V 4z
when the switching coefficient SC is zero. In block 440,
output voltage V. 120 is regulated to keep the feedback
signal 124 at the adjusted voltage V , , ;in order for V 5,106
to compensate for distribution voltage V ,;.,-132 and limit the
variance of load voltage V; ,, 130. Processing then returns
to block 410.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart 500 illustrating generally another
example for integrated cable drop compensation in accor-
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dance with the teachings of the present invention. As shown,
flow chart 500 of FIG. 5 shares some similarities with flow
chart 400 of FIG. 4. For instance, processing begins in block
405. In block 410, the switching signal 212 is received. In
block 420, a switching coefficient SC is determined in
response to switching signal 212. However, in block 523, it is
determined whether or not the current limit has changed in the
present cycle from a previous cycle in response to a current
adjust signal 1,,,,222. If it is determined in block 523 that
current limit has changed, then current limit ratio K ;70 is
calculated in block 525 and the adjusted voltage V., is
calculated in response to reference voltage Vi, current
limit ratio Kz , 770, and switching coefficient SC in block 527.
In the discontinuous conduction mode of operation, output
power is proportional to the square of the peak current limit
Ipz4x- Therefore, in one example the adjusted voltage V
may be calculated in response to the square of the current
limit ratio (K 770)*-

If it is determined in block 523 that current limit has not
changed, then an adjusted voltage V , , is calculated in block
430 in response to reference voltage V- and switching
coefficient SC. In block 440, output voltage V. 106 is
regulated to keep the feedback signal 124 at the adjusted
voltage V , , ,in order for V 5, 106 to compensate for distri-
bution voltage V ;5 132 and limit variance of load voltage
V;oup 130. Processing then returns to block 410.

FIG. 6 is an example schematic 600 illustrating generally a
power converter 100 coupled to a distribution network 102
including an example controller in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present invention. As shown, the energy transfer
element 114 in conjunction with an integrated controller 602
is coupled to regulate output voltage V. 106 at output
terminals 105 of power converter 600. In one example, inte-
grated controller 602 implements the functions of controller
119 shown in FIG. 1. The integrated controller 602 is coupled
between drain terminal 209 and source terminal 210. The
feedback terminal 213 is coupled to the integrated controller
602 to receive feedback signal 124 representative of output
voltageV ,,,-106. In the illustrated example, bypass terminal
604 is coupled to a bypass capacitor 606, which provides
supply current to the internal circuitry of integrated controller
602 during operation. In one example, clamp circuit 118
includes a resistor 605, a rectifier 606, and a capacitor 607 to
limit maximum voltage across integrated controller 602.

In the example, FIG. 6 illustrates sensor 120 further includ-
ing an auxiliary winding 608 that outputs feedback signal 124
coupled to be received by integrated controller 602. In one
example, the voltage appearing across auxiliary winding 608
is substantially proportional to the output voltage V. 106
of'the converter during a time after power switch 208 is turned
off. In addition, auxiliary winding 608 is coupled to a voltage
divider that includes first and second resistors 612 and 614
such that feedback terminal 213 is coupled between first and
second resistors 612 and 614. In one example, values for first
and second resistors 612 and 614 may be chosen based on the
desired level of load voltage V, ,,, 130 at a given load cur-
rent, accounting for the voltage on the rectifier 140 when it is
conducting. In other examples using a PWM control method,
it is appreciated that the supply current for integrated control-
ler 602 to operate may be derived from the auxiliary winding
608.

FIG. 7 is a schematic of a circuit 700 illustrating an
example integrated cable drop compensator 202 in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present invention. As shown,
aninternal voltage source 701 is coupled to supply a regulated
internal voltage V5, 702 for circuit 700. In one example,
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internal regulated voltage V- 702 may be supplied by the
bypass capacitor 606 via bypass terminal 604, as illustrated in
the example of FIG. 6.

As shown in the depicted example, a switching signal 212,
which is representative of drive signal 211, is received by an
inverter 710. In one example, switching signal 212 may be a
digital signal that is active during the duration of an enabled
cycle and inactive otherwise. In one example, a logical high
digital signal represents an active signal and a logical low
signal represents an inactive signal. When switching signal
212 is high, the gate of a transistor T, 714 will be low allowing
current to flow through resistor R, 716 and resistor R, 718.
When switching signal 212 is low, the gate of transistor T,
714 will be high preventing current flow through transistor T,
714 and R, 718.

In the illustrated example, a current source 715 is coupled
to a transistor T, 725 to sink current from the internal voltage
supply 701. As shown, a low pass filter 720 is coupled to a
node A 721, a node B 724 which is coupled to the gate of a
transistor T; 722, and a common return 737. In one example,
the low pass filter includes a capacitor 727 and a resistor 729
coupled as shown. In operation, when the gate of transistor T,
714 is high, a voltage drop Vz, 731 across resistor R; 716 is
substantially zero due to a relatively high resistance of resis-
tor 729 with respect to the resistance of resistor R, 716.

As shown, a first graph 733a illustrates an AC voltage
waveform representative of a voltage drop V, 731. More
specifically, the voltage drop with a magnitude of Vg,,,,+1s
dropped across resistor R, 716 when gate of transistor T, 714
is low and a voltage drop of substantially zero volts is dropped
across resistor R; 716 when gate of transistor T, 714 is high.
A second graph 7335 illustrates a DC voltage waveform
representative of voltage drop V, 735 across a resistor R,
726. More specifically, the voltage drop V5 is a continuously
averaged value of AC voltage drop V5, 731. In other words,
low pass filter 720 is coupled to provide a substantially DC
voltage V5 735 across resistor R; 726 from a time-varying
voltage V, 731. Transistors 725 and 722 are sized to operate
at low current density. Consequently, the voltage between
gate and source of transistor 725 is approximately the same as
the voltage between gate and source of transistor 722. There-
fore, in the example shown, low pass filter 720 effectively
functions as the switching coefficient calculator 302. In one
example, V5, hasthevalueVy, ,,,when the switching signal
212 is high, and V, is substantially zero when the switching
signal 212 is low or in the “disabled state”” Therefore, the
average voltage V. in N switching cycles is Vg, ;- divided
by N and multiplied by the number of enabled cycles in the N
switching cycles.

As shown, a voltage compensation calculator 730 includes
matched resistors R, 732 and R 734 coupled with matched in
size transistors T, 736 and T 738, respectively. A current
source 740, coupled to internal voltage supply V., 702,
supplies current [ to the voltage compensation calculator 730.
In the illustrated example, a second current source 742 is
coupled to common return 737 and conducts half of the cur-
rent of current source 740.

In one example, when almost all cycles are disabled, the
switching coefficient is substantially equal to zero and current
through transistor T; 722 is substantially equal to zero. Fur-
thermore, the current through a transistor T, 736 and a resistor
R, 732 will be the same as current through a transistor T 738
andresistor a R 734. Therefore, an adjusted voltageV , ;746
will be substantially the same value as a fixed reference volt-
age Vyprr744.

In another example, the switching coefficient SC is 0.5 or
50%, which for example may indicate that power switch 208



US 9,065,346 B2

11

is enabled for 50% of a set number of cycles. During the time
when the switching signal 212 is low, substantially no current
flows through resistors R, 716 and R, 718. Conversely, when
switching signal 212 is high, current flows through resistors
R, 716 and R, 718, and there will be a voltage drop across
resistor 716. The voltage drop may be determined by the
following equation:

v —(L)x(v —Vest = Vasz) @
R1 = Rl +R2 INT GS1 GS2

where Vy, is the voltage drop across resistor R, V702 is
the internal supply voltage 702, V., is the gate to source
voltage associated with transistor 725, and V 4, is the drain to
source voltage associated with transistor 714.

In operation, the voltage at a node C 741 with respect to
common return 737 adjusts in response to the additional
current flowing through resistor R; 726 and resistor R, 732.
More specifically, when current flow increases through resis-
tor R; 726 the voltage drop across resistor R, increases which
raises the voltage at node C 741 with respect to common
reference 737. When current flow decreases through R 726
the voltage drop across resistor R, decreases which reduces
the voltage at node C 741 with respect to common reference
737. Since the voltage across resistor R5 734 is held constant
by current source 742, and the voltage at node C 741 is
changing, the adjusted voltage V ,, , 746 changes by the same
amount as the voltage at node C. According to this implemen-
tation, adjusted voltage V , ,, ;746 may be representative of the
following equation:

®

where V, is the voltage drop across resistor R, 732 and V4,
is a fixed voltage drop across resistor Rs 735, V.~ 744 is a set
reference voltage with respect to common return 737.

In one example, a comparator 750 included in the switch-
ing block 201 receives the compensated reference voltage
signal 216 representative of adjusted voltage V ,,,, 746 and
compares it to feedback signal 124 representative of output
voltage V ;- 106 to regulate output voltage V. 106 to
compensate for a changing distribution voltage V ;5,132 to
maintain limited variance of load voltage V; ,, 130.

FIG. 8 is a schematic illustrating a modified example of an
integrated cable drop compensator in FIG. 7 that accommo-
dates for varying peak current limits in accordance with the
teachings of the present invention. As shown, aresistor R 801
and a transistor T 802 are included and are coupled to allow
more than one current limit. In the illustrated example, the
current adjust signal 1 ,,,,222 is received by cable drop com-
pensator 202 via a current limit terminal 804. In one example,
the current adjust signal 1,,,,222 may be an analog signal to
accommodate multiple current limit levels. In another
example, multiple signals may designate multiple current
limit levels through the use of multiple resistors between
resistor R, 718 and R, 801, each additional resistor to be
shorted by a transistor that receives a current adjust signal,
such that either the transistor or the resistor conducts the
current in resistor R, 718. According to the example illus-
trated in FIG. 8, current adjust signal 1 ,,,, 222 is a digital
signal that that turns transistor 802 between an ‘off” state and
an ‘on’ state. More specifically, when current adjust signal
1,222 is high, resistor R, is shorted and the current limit is
at the maximum peak current limit I,,, . The voltage across
resistor R; 716 can be calculated the same way as discussed
with respect to FIG. 7 using Equation (4) above.

Vapsr=VrertVra=Vgs
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When current adjust signal 1,222 is low, present peak
current limit 1., is reduced from maximum peak current
limit I,,,, and transistor 802 is ‘off” resulting in a reduced
voltage drop across resistor R,. The voltage across resistor
716 R, may be calculated based on the following equation:

Ry
R+ R+ Rg

©

Ve = ( )>< (Vinr = Vast = Vasz)

where Vy, is the voltage drop across resistor R; 716, V5, is
the internal supply voltage 702, V., is the gate to source
voltage associated with transistor T, and V 5, is the drain to
source voltage associated with transistor T,. As shown in the
equation above, voltage drop Vz, 731 decreases due to the
additional resistance of resistor R4 801. More specifically, the
Vz; 731 is decreased in proportion to the decrease in peak
current limit I, from the max peak current limit I, -
Therefore, the adjusted voltage V ,,, 746 will be limited by
the same proportion the V, value in Equation (6) has been
reduced from the V, value in Equation (4). In one example,
multiple peak current limits may be added and implemented
using the principles explained above in accordance with the
teachings of the present invention.

In the foregoing detailed description, the method and appa-
ratus of the present invention have been described with ref-
erence to specific examples or embodiments thereof. It will,
however, be evident that various modifications and changes
may be made thereto without departing from the broader
spirit and scope of the present invention. The present speci-
fication and figures are accordingly to be regarded as illustra-
tive rather than restrictive.

What is claimed is:

1. An integrated circuit controller for a power converter to
be coupled to a distribution network, comprising:

a switching control circuit that outputs a drive signal to
control switching of a switch to regulate an output of a
power converter;

a cable drop compensator coupled to receive a switching
signal from the switching control circuit and to output a
compensated reference voltage signal to the switching
control circuit in response to the switching signal,
wherein the switching signal is representative of the
drive signal and wherein the compensated reference
voltage signal is representative of a voltage value that is
responsive to a distribution voltage across the distribu-
tion network and a load voltage across a load to be
coupled to the distribution network; and

a current limiter coupled to output a current limit reached
signal in response to a switch current to flow through the
power switch, wherein the switching of the switch is
responsive to the compensated reference voltage signal,
a feedback signal and the current limit reached signal.

2. The integrated circuit controller of claim 1 wherein the
cable drop compensator comprises:

a switching coefficient calculator coupled to output a
switching coefficient signal in response to the switching
signal from the switching control circuit; and

a voltage compensation calculator coupled to output the
compensated reference voltage signal in response to the
switching coefficient signal.

3. The integrated circuit controller of claim 2 wherein the
voltage compensation calculator is coupled to output the
compensated reference voltage signal further in response to a
reference voltage.
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4. An integrated circuit controller for a power converter to
be coupled to a distribution network, comprising:

a switching control circuit that outputs a drive signal to
control switching of a switch to regulate an output of a
power converter; 5

a cable drop compensator coupled to receive a switching
signal from the switching control circuit and to output a
compensated reference voltage signal to the switch con-
trol circuit in response to the switching signal, wherein
the switching signal is representative of the drive signal 10
and wherein the compensated reference voltage signal is
representative of a voltage value that is responsive to a
distribution voltage across the distribution network and
a load voltage across a load to be coupled to the distri-
bution network; and 15

an oscillator coupled to output a clock signal coupled to be
received by the switching control circuit, wherein the
switching of the switch is responsive to the compensated
reference voltage signal, a feedback signal and the clock
signal. 20

5. The integrated circuit controller of claim 4 wherein the
cable drop compensator comprises:

a switching coefficient calculator coupled to output a
switching coefficient signal in response to the switching
signal from the switching control circuit; and 25

a voltage compensation calculator coupled to output the
compensated reference voltage signal in response to the
switching coefficient signal.

6. The integrated circuit controller of claim 5 wherein the
voltage compensation calculator is coupled to output the 30
compensated reference voltage signal further in response to a
reference voltage.



