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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
SELF-HEALING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a system and a method for
self-healing. More particularly, the present invention relates
to a system and a method for self-healing in a critical system.

2. Description of the Related Art

Inrecentyears, a general embedded system which has been
widely used has been designed to perform a predetermined
response or process with respect to an input from a user or the
outside. However, under an environment where most of the
embedded systems are used, a predetermined type input and
various types of inputs exist. Even an input which should not
be generated may be generated. As a result, such an abnormal
input causes an error state of a computer system, which can-
notnormally operate. In particular, as the embedded system is
also used in a safety critical system that affects human lives,
a mission critical system for a spaceship or for a military use
such as missile guidance which causes huge loss when the
system has an error, and a business critical system associated
with stocks or shares, the system cannot provide a service or
creates an inaccurate result by an external uncertain input.
Accordingly, at present, a self-healing technology to allow
the system having the error itself to heal the error for numeral
operation has been developed.

However, the known self-healing system is configured to
individually operate according to its own judgment for each
system, such that in an actual world of controlling uncer-
tainty, the known self-healing system cannot judge an overall
state of an operating environment. Further, since the known
self-healing system does not evaluate a result after perform-
ing the self-healing, the self-healing system cannot know
whether it appropriately performs self-healing depending on
the generated error.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in an effort to provide
a system and a method for self-healing that self heal an error
of a critical system in an actual environment in which various
types of application programs operate in numerous systems,
and evaluate self-healing performance and use the evaluation
result in the next healing when a self-healing function is
performed against the generated error.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a self-healing system including: a system error deter-
mining unit analyzing a monitoring result of a system envi-
ronment or components constituting the system to determine
whether the system error occurs; a countermeasure selecting
unit selecting a countermeasure depending on whether or not
to self-heal the system error when the system error occurs; a
software service providing unit continuously providing the
software service in the system by reflecting the selected coun-
termeasure; and a healing performance evaluating unit evalu-
ating healing performance on the basis of a healing result
when the selected countermeasure is self-healing of the sys-
tem error.

The countermeasure selecting unit may select self-healing
software having the error or executing safety software asso-
ciated with the software having the error as the countermea-
sure, or the software service providing unit may includes: a
self-healing portion self-healing the software having the error
when the selected countermeasure is self-healing of the sys-
tem error; and a safety software executing unit executing the
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safety software associated with the software having the error
when the selected countermeasure is not the self-healing of
the system error. The self-healing portion may include: an
internal healing portion internally healing the software by
controlling a healing code in the software having the error;
and an external healing portion performing healing by add-
ing/modifying/deleting contents of the corresponding soft-
ware outside the software having the error. The software
service providing unit may further include: a service execut-
ing portion managing an actuator set for each component and
connects a component requesting execution of software and
the execution requested software with each other by using the
actuator; and a service operation controlling portion control-
ling the self-healing portion or the safety software executing
portion according to the selected countermeasure and simul-
taneously executing software associated with the same ser-
vice by considering the system environment.

The self-healing system may further include a monitoring
unit monitoring an environment of at least one critical system
or components constituting at least one critical system. The
self-healing system may further include a defining unit defin-
ing at least one of information on a class configuring the
component, state information of the component, and relation-
ship information between the components. The monitoring
unit may perform monitoring on the basis of the defined
information, and the healing performance evaluating unit
may evaluate a system characteristic including at least one of
reliability and system performability by the defined informa-
tion as the healing performance.

The healing performance evaluating unit may include: a
policy database storing a monitoring policy which forms the
basis of a monitoring method, a performance evaluation
policy which forms the basis of evaluation of healing perfor-
mance, and a self-healing policy associated with self-healing;
aperformance evaluation model analyzing portion separating
and analyzing a model for performance evaluation from mod-
els to be monitored and determining the performance evalu-
ation policy on the basis of the analysis result; and a healing
performance evaluating engine evaluating the self-healing
performance on the basis of the determined performance
evaluation policy. The healing performance evaluating engine
may include: an information collecting portion collecting
information associated with the system environment after
self-healing; a policy loading portion loading the determined
performance evaluation policy when the performance evalu-
ation policy is determined by the performance evaluation
model analyzing portion on the basis of the collected infor-
mation; and a performance evaluating portion quantitatively
evaluating the self-healing performance on the basis of the
loaded performance evaluation policy, and the performance
evaluating may include: an analysis information generating
portion analyzing the performance evaluation model for
evaluating self-healing performance on the basis of informa-
tion collected by an information collecting portion and the
policy stored in the policy database and generating analysis
information on the self-healing performance by comparing a
state of the performance evaluation model before self-healing
and a state of the performance evaluation model after self-
healing with each other; and a policy determining portion
determining the performance evaluation policy on the basis of
the generated analysis information.

The self-healing system may further include a healing
result learning unit that learns the self-healing result for the
self-healed software on the basis of the evaluated healing
performance and performs learning on the basis of a mechani-
cal learning algorithm when the system performance is dete-
riorated after self-healing as compared with before self-heal-
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ing. The healing result learning unit may modify even a
predetermined stored monitoring policy according to the per-
formed learning.

Another exemplary embodiment of the present invention
provides a self-healing method including: system error deter-
mining of analyzing a monitoring result of a system environ-
ment or components constituting the system to determine
whether the system error occurs; countermeasure selecting of
selecting a countermeasure depending on whether or not to
self-heal the system error when the system error occurs; soft-
ware service providing of continuously providing the soft-
ware service in the system by reflecting the selected counter-
measure; and healing performance evaluating of evaluating
healing performance on the basis of a healing result when the
selected countermeasure is self-healing of the system error.

Inthe countermeasure selecting, self-healing software hav-
ing the error or executing safety software associated with the
software having the error may be selected as the countermea-
sure, or the software service providing may include: any one
of self-healing of self-healing the software having the error
when the selected countermeasure is self-healing of the sys-
tem error; and safety software executing of executing the
safety software associated with the software having the error
when the selected countermeasure is not the self-healing of
the system error. The self-healing may include: internal heal-
ing of internally healing the software by controlling a healing
code in the software having the error; and external healing of
performing healing by adding/modifying/deleting contents
of'the corresponding software outside the software having the
error. The software service providing may further include:
service executing of managing an actuator set for each com-
ponent and connects a component requesting execution of
software and the execution requested software with each
other by using the actuator; and service operation controlling
of controlling the self-healing portion or the safety software
executing portion according to the selected countermeasure
and simultaneously executing software associated with the
same service by considering the system environment.

The self-healing method may further monitoring an envi-
ronment of at least one critical system or components consti-
tuting at least one critical system. The self-healing method
may further include defining at least one of information on a
class configuring the component, state information of the
component, and relationship information between the com-
ponents. In the monitoring, monitoring is performed on the
basis of the defined information, and the healing performance
evaluating unit may evaluate a system characteristic includ-
ing at least one of reliability and system performability by the
defined information as the healing performance.

The healing performance evaluating may include: policy
database constructing of storing a monitoring policy which
forms the basis of a monitoring method, a performance evalu-
ation policy which forms the basis of evaluation of healing
performance, and a self-healing policy associated with self-
healing; performance evaluation model analyzing of separat-
ing and analyzing a model for performance evaluation from
models to be monitored and determining the performance
evaluation policy on the basis of the analysis result; and
healing performance evaluating engine driving of evaluating
the self-healing performance on the basis of the determined
performance evaluation policy. The healing performance
evaluating engine driving may include: information collect-
ing of collecting information associated with the system envi-
ronment after self-healing; policy loading of loading the
determined performance evaluation policy when the perfor-
mance evaluation policy is determined by the performance
evaluation model analyzing portion on the basis of the col-
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lected information; and performance evaluating of quantita-
tively evaluating the self-healing performance on the basis of
the loaded performance evaluation policy, and the perfor-
mance evaluating model analyzing may include: analysis
information generating of analyzing the performance evalu-
ation model for evaluating self-healing performance on the
basis of information collected by an information collecting
portion and the policy stored in the policy database and gen-
erating analysis information on the self-healing performance
by comparing a state of the performance evaluation model
before self-healing and a state of the performance evaluation
model after self-healing with each other; and policy deter-
mining of determining the performance evaluation policy on
the basis of the generated analysis information.

The self-healing method may further include healing result
learning of learning the self-healing result for the self-healed
software on the basis of the evaluated healing performance
and performing learning on the basis of a mechanical learning
algorithm when the system performance is deteriorated after
self-healing as compared with before self-healing. In the
healing result learning, even a predetermined stored monitor-
ing policy may be changed according to the performed learn-
ing.

According to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, it is possible to acquire the following effects by self
healing an error of a critical system and in an actual environ-
ment in which various types of application programs operate
in numerous systems, and evaluating self-healing perfor-
mance and using the evaluation result in the next healing
when a self-healing function is performed against the
occurred error. First, it is possible to provide a service
depending on the situation by monitoring an operating envi-
ronment and determining whether to execute safety software
or to perform self-healing according to the monitoring result
at the time of developing a system for safe self-healing of the
critical system. In a real world where various application
programs exist, a self-healing method suitable for a charac-
teristic of each application program should be designed and
developed. However, it is almost impossible to make an addi-
tional self-healing function for each of numerous application
programs. In the present invention, it is possible to easily add
a self-healing function suitable for each application program
and when self-healing is not easy, it is possible to provide a
minimum basic service without interrupting the service eve in
any case by executing the previously developed safety soft-
ware which fully is reliable. Second, it is possible to further
improve the reliability of the self-healing system as compared
with the existing system by evaluating self-healing perfor-
mance after the self-healing function is performed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a self-healing
system according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an internal configura-
tion of the self-healing system in detail;

FIG. 3 is a structural diagram of a system for safe self-
healing of a critical system;

FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of a situation monitor;

FIG. 5 is a configuration diagram of a self-healing perfor-
mance evaluator;

FIG. 6 is a configuration diagram of a service operating
manager;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a self-healing method
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and
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FIG. 8 is a flowchart of an exemplary embodiment of
performing a self-healing managing method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. First of all, we should note that in giving
reference numerals to elements of each drawing, like refer-
ence numerals refer to like elements even though like ele-
ments are shown in different drawings. Further, in describing
the present invention, well-known functions or constructions
will not be described in detail since they may unnecessarily
obscure the understanding of the present invention. Herein-
after, the exemplary embodiments of the present invention
will be described, but it will be understood to those skilled in
the art that the spirit and scope of the present invention are not
limited thereto and various modifications and changes can be
made.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a self-healing
system according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an internal
configuration of the self-healing system in detail. The follow-
ing description refers to FIGS. 1 and 2.

Referring to FIG. 1, the self-healing system 100 includes a
system error determining unit 110, a countermeasure select-
ing unit 120, a software service providing unit 130, a healing
performance evaluating unit 140, and a main control unit 150.

In the exemplary embodiment, the self-healing system 100
is the system for safe self-healing of a critical system. The
self-healing system 100 as the system for safe self-healing
that self-heals an error which occurs on the critical system
monitors an operating environment under which the critical
system operates, performs self-healing in order to reconfigure
a service of the critical system on the basis of the monitoring
result, and updates a healing policy through a method of
evaluating the self-healing result when self-healing occurs.

The system error determining unit 110 analyzes a moni-
toring result of a system environment or components consti-
tuting the system to determine whether the system error
occurs.

The countermeasure selecting unit 120 selects a counter-
measure depending on whether or not to self-heal the system
error when the system error occurs. The countermeasure
selecting unit 120 selects self-healing software having the
error or executing safety software associated with the soft-
ware having the error as the countermeasure. In the exem-
plary embodiment, the countermeasure selecting unit 120
may select previously developed software which is fully reli-
able as the safety software. The safety software is for use in
providing a minimum basic service without interrupting the
service so as to continuously provide the corresponding soft-
ware service. The reliability may be acquired by general
evaluation of software reliability. Meanwhile, the counter-
measure selecting unit 120 may select software having the
highest reliability among related software as the safety soft-
ware.

The software service providing unit 130 continuously pro-
vides the software service in the system by reflecting the
selected countermeasure.

The software service providing unit 130 includes a self-
healing portion 131 and a safety software executing portion
134 as shown in FIG. 2A. The self-healing portion 131 self-
heals the software having the error when the selected coun-
termeasure is self-healing of the system error. The self-heal-
ing portion 131 may include an internal healing portion 132 or
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an external healing portion 133. The internal healing portion
132 internally heals the software by controlling a healing
code in the software having the error. In contrast, the external
healing portion 133 performs healing by adding/modifying/
deleting contents of the corresponding software outside the
software having the error. The safety software executing unit
134 executes the safety software associated with the software
having the error when the selected countermeasure is not the
self-healing of the system error.

Meanwhile, the software service providing unit 130 may
further include a service executing portion 135 and a service
operation controlling portion 136. The service executing por-
tion 135 manages an actuator set for each component and
connects a component requesting execution of software and
the execution requested software with each other by using the
actuator. The service operation controlling portion 136 con-
trols the self-healing portion 131 or the safety software
executing portion 134 according to the selected countermea-
sure. The service operation controlling portion 136 simulta-
neously executes software associated with the same service
by considering the system environment.

The healing performance evaluating unit 140 evaluates
healing performance on the basis of a healing result when the
selected countermeasure is the self-healing of the system
error.

The healing performance evaluating unit 140 may include
a policy database 141, a performance evaluation model ana-
lyzing portion 142, and a healing performance evaluating
engine 145 as shown in FIG. 2B. The policy database 141
stores a monitoring policy which forms the basis of a moni-
toring method, a performance evaluation policy which forms
the basis of evaluation of healing performance, and a self-
healing policy associated with self-healing of the software.
The performance evaluation model analyzing portion 142
separates and analyzes a model for performance evaluation
from models to be monitored and determines the performance
evaluation policy on the basis of the analysis result. The
performance evaluation model analyzing portion 142 is inter-
locked with the policy database 141 and utilizes the perfor-
mance evaluation policy stored in the policy database 141 at
the time of determining the performance evaluation policy.
The performance evaluation model analyzing portion 142
may include an analysis information generating portion 143
and a policy determining portion 144.

The analysis information generating portion 143 analyzes
the performance evaluation model for evaluating self-healing
performance on the basis of information collected by an infor-
mation collecting portion 146 and the policy stored in the
policy database 141 and generates analysis information on
the self-healing performance by comparing a state of the
performance evaluation model before self-healing and a state
of the performance evaluation model after self-healing with
each other. The policy determining portion 144 determines
the performance evaluation policy on the basis of the gener-
ated analysis information. The healing performance evaluat-
ing engine 145 evaluates the self-healing performance on the
basis of the determined performance evaluation policy. The
healing performance evaluating engine 145 may include the
information collecting portion 146, a policy loading portion
147, and a performance evaluating portion 148. The informa-
tion collecting portion 146 collects information associated
with the system environment after self-healing.

The information associated with the system environment
collected by the information collecting portion 146 includes
information on an external environment of the system, infor-
mation on a resource state, log information, an event signal,
self-healing information, and the like. The information col-
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lecting portion 146 may collect self-healed software, interop-
erating system information, and the like together. When the
performance evaluation policy is determined by the perfor-
mance evaluation model analyzing portion 142 on the basis of
the collected information, the policy loading portion 147
loads the determined performance evaluation policy. The per-
formance evaluating portion 148 quantitatively evaluates the
self-healing performance on the basis of the loaded perfor-
mance evaluation policy.

The main control unit 150 controls an overall operation of
each of the units constituting the self-healing system 100.

The self-healing system 100 may further include a moni-
toring unit 160.

The monitoring unit 160 monitors an environment of at
least one critical system or components constituting at least
one critical system. The monitoring unit 160 may perform
monitoring when the components drive different application
programs under the critical system environment.

The self-healing system 100 may further include a defining
unit 170. The defining unit 170 defines at least one of infor-
mation on a class configuring the component, state informa-
tion of the component, and relationship information between
the components. The defining unit 170 includes a state setand
a state transition as the state information of the component.
The state set may be constituted by a state name, an entrance
transition to the state, an escape transition from the state, and
the like. The state transition may be constituted by a transition
name, a start state of the transition, a purpose state of the
transition, and the like. In this case, the monitoring unit 160
may perform monitoring on the basis of the information
defined by the defining unit 170. Further, the healing perfor-
mance evaluating unit 140 may evaluate a system character-
istic including at least one of reliability and system perform-
ability by the information defined by the defining unit 170 as
the healing performance.

The self-healing system 100 may further include a healing
result learning unit 180. The healing result learning unit 180
learns the self-healing result for the self-healed software on
the basis of the evaluated healing performance. The healing
result learning unit 180 may perform learning on the basis of
a mechanical learning algorithm when the system perfor-
mance is deteriorated after self-healing as compared with
before self-healing. The healing result learning unit 180 may
modify even a predetermined stored monitoring policy
according to the performed learning.

Meanwhile, the healing result learning unit 180 may
update the self-healing method for the corresponding soft-
ware on the basis of the evaluated healing performance. In
this case, the healing result learning unit 180 changes the
self-healing method for the corresponding software from the
previous self-healing method to the current self-healing
method if the current self-healing method for the correspond-
ing software is more excellent healing rate than the previous
self-healing method on the basis of the evaluated healing
performance. In contrast, if the previous self-healing method
is more excellent healing rate than the current self-healing
method, the healing result learning unit 180 maintains the
previous self-healing method as the self-healing method for
the corresponding software.

Next, an exemplary embodiment of the self-healing system
100 will be described. The self-healing system 100 according
to the exemplary embodiment is the system for safe self-
healing of the critical system. Recently, as the embedded
system starts to be used in various fields, the self-healing
system 100 is for use in healing a system that self-monitors
the system error and operates without interrupting the service
by activating the self-healing function against the generated
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error. Today, as the embedded system is used in various criti-
cal systems including the safety critical system, the mission
critical system, the business critical system, and the like, a
demand for the reliability of the system is gradually increas-
ing. The self-healing system 100 according to the exemplary
embodiment includes a situation monitor monitoring that the
critical system operates under an operating environment, a
safety software operator managing safety software which is
fully reliable by means of only a minimum function, a self-
healing manager performing self-healing based on the moni-
toring result by using a self-healing policy for each situation,
a self-healing performance evaluator evaluating the self-heal-
ing performance, a service operation manager managing the
service of the healed system, a safety software storage, and a
situational self-healing system DB.

Hereinafter, a system for safe self-healing of the critical
system is referred to as a self-healing management system.
Under an actual operating environment where the self-heal-
ing management system may be implemented, a plurality of
systems exist and a plurality of application programs may be
included in each system. Other known arts and components
associated with the actual operating environment of the gen-
eral embedded system will not described and it will be appar-
ently appreciated to those skilled in the art to which the
exemplary embodiment belongs that various modes which
can be implemented under the actual operating environment
in association with a system to be described below exist.

FIG. 3 illustrates an architecture of a self-healing manage-
ment system. The self-healing management system 300 may
include a situation monitor 310, a safety software operator
320, a self-healing manager 330, a self-healing performance
evaluator 340, a service operation manager 350, a safety
software storage 321, and a situational self-healing system
DB 331.

The situation monitor 310 as a component corresponding
to the monitoring unit 160 of FIG. 1 monitors an operating
environment of a critical system 360 and components consti-
tuting the system 360. The situation monitor 310 primarily
monitors an operation state of an application program, an
error state which may occur, an abnormal state, and the like
under an actual operating environment.

FIG. 4 illustrates an internal configuration of the situation
monitor 310.

The situation monitor 310 acquires necessary information
through a sensor controller 311 including various sensors.
Thereafter, the situation monitor 310 judges whether the criti-
cal system is in an error state on the basis of sensing infor-
mation acquired through a situation judger 312 and judges
whether to perform self-healing or operate the safety software
in order to solve the error state. Information on a class con-
figuring the component, i.e., an attribute or a function is
required in order to provide component-unit monitoring in
the situation monitor 310. Accordingly, a system knowledge
allowing source code-level monitoring is required by defining
information the components constituting the system. Further,
the state of the component of accurate intention and informa-
tion on the actually implemented class are provided by defin-
ing the classes constituting the component and the state infor-
mation. In particular, there is provided information on an
influence which is exerted to the entire system when a prob-
lem occurs in a predetermined component by including infor-
mation on the configuration and names of the components
constituting the system, information on the relationship
between the components, and the like. Each component is
configured by information on the classes constituting the
component and the state information of the component. The
class information is configured by a class set and a relation-
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ship set between the classes. The class is configured by a class
name, an attribute set, a behavior set, and the like. Names such
as the name of the class, the attribute, the function, and the
like are required when discriminating a monitoring target by
analyzing the implemented code and allow detailed level of
monitoring such as generation of the class and change of the
attribute, and execution of the function.

The information is stored in a monitoring policy DB 313 of
the situation monitor.

The safety software operator 320 performs execution/man-
agement/stop functions of the safety software required in link
with a safety software storage 321 having software which can
operate a minimum service of which each software of the
critical system 360 should provide in a fully stable state. The
safety software operator 320 corresponds to the safety soft-
ware executing portion 134 of FIG. 2A.

The self-healing manager 330 performs self-healing of
software by using the situational self-healing system DB 331.
The self-healing is classified into internal healing internally
healing software by controlling an internal healing code in the
self-healing manager 330 and external healing performing
healing by changing/controlling/performing software in the
self-healing manager 330 outside of the software. The self-
healing manager 330 corresponds to the self-healing portion
131 of FIG. 2A. The internal healing may be performed by the
internal healing portion 132 and the external healing may be
performed by the external healing portion 133.

The state information for self-healing is constituted by the
state set and the state transition.

The state S configuring the state set is constituted by a state
name, an entrance transition to the state, an escape transition
from the state, and the like. The state transition T configuring
the state transition set is constituted by a transition name, a
start state of the transmission, a purpose state, and the like.
The state information provides information on a state of a
predetermined component when a system error occurs. It is
possible to evaluate system characteristics such as reliability
of the system, system performability, and the like by moni-
toring the component of the system and performing self-
healing on the basis of the monitoring result. The information
is included in the situational self-healing system DB 331.

The self-healing performance evaluator 340 analyzes a
situational healing model by using the situational healing
system DB 331 through the self-healing manager 330 and
evaluates self-healing performance. The self-healing perfor-
mance evaluator 340 corresponds to the healing performance
evaluator 140 of FIG. 1 and the configuration according to the
exemplary embodiment is shown in FIG. 5. Referring to FIG.
5, the self-healing performance evaluator 340 includes a per-
formance evaluation model analyzer 341, a self-healing per-
formance evaluating engine 342, a performance evaluation
policy knowledge base 343, and the like. The performance
evaluation model analyzer 341 corresponds to the perfor-
mance evaluation model analyzing portion 142 of FIG. 2B
and separates and analyzes a performance evaluation infor-
mation model from a monitoring information model. The
self-healing performance evaluating engine 342 which corre-
sponds to the healing performance evaluating engine 145 of
FIG. 2B evaluates performance by mounting a performance
evaluating module determined in the performance evaluation
model analyzer 341. The performance evaluation policy
knowledge base 343 which corresponds to the policy data-
base 141 of FIG. 2B may store information including a moni-
toring policy which may be changed according to the self-
healing system, a performance evaluation policy, and data of
a self-healing system that takes different measures for various
error situations.
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The service operation manager 350 manages software
which operates in the critical system 360 and manages an
actuator which may influence an external environment. The
service operation manager 350 is constituted by a service
operation controller 351 and a service executor 352 as shown
in FIG. 6. The service operation controller 351 which corre-
sponds to the service operation controlling portion 136 of
FIG. 2A and operates appropriate software by judging
whether to operate the safety software or operate application
software on the basis of the information provided from the
safety software operator 320 and the self-healing manager
330.

Since each software is associated with the same service,
only one of'the safety software and the application software is
executed and both the safety software and the application
software may be simultaneously executed according to the
situation. The service executor 352 which corresponds to the
service executing portion 135 of FIG. 2A connects the soft-
ware executed by the service operation controller 351 and the
outside of the critical system with each other. The service
executor 352 manages the actuator installed for each critical
system and drives the actuator in order to receive a command
of the software and apply it to the actual operating environ-
ment.

Next, a self-healing method of the self-healing system 100
will be described. FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a self-healing
method according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. The following description refers to FIG. 7.

First, a system error determining unit 110 analyzes a moni-
toring result of a system environment or components consti-
tuting the system to determine whether a system error occurs
(system error determining step, S700).

When the system error occurs, a countermeasure selecting
unit 120 selects a countermeasure whether or not to self-heal
the system error (countermeasure selecting step, S710). In the
countermeasure selecting step (S710), whether to self-heal
software having the error or executing safety software asso-
ciated with the software having the error as the countermea-
sure may be selected.

Thereafter, a software service providing unit 130 continu-
ously provides a software service in the system by reflecting
the selected countermeasure (software service providing step,
S8720). The software service providing step (S720) may
include any one of a self-healing step (S721) and a safety
software executing step (S722). In the self-healing step
(S721), the software having the error is self-healed when the
selected countermeasure is self-healing of the system error.
The self-healing step (S721) may include an internal healing
step or an external healing step. In the internal healing step,
the software is internally healed by controlling an internal
healing code in the software having the error. In the external
healing step, healing is performed by adding/modifying/de-
leting contents of the corresponding software outside of the
software having the error. In the safety software executing
step (S722), the safety software associated with the software
having the error is executed when the selected countermea-
sure is not the self-healing of the system error.

The software service providing step (S720) may further
include a service executing step and a service operation con-
trolling step. In the service executing step, an actuator set for
each component is managed and a component requesting
execution of software and the execution requested software
are connected with each other by using the actuator. The
service executing step may be performed before the self-
healing step or the safety software executing step. The service
operation controlling step is controlled to perform the self-
healing step or the safety software executing step according to
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the selected countermeasure. In the service operation control-
ling step, software associated with the same service may be
simultaneously executed by considering the environment of
the system. The service operation controlling step may be
performed at the same time as the self-healing step or the
safety software executing step.

When the selected countermeasure is self-healing of the
system error, a healing performance evaluating unit 140
evaluates healing performance on the basis of a healing result
(healing performance evaluating step, S730).

The healing performance evaluating step (S730) may
include a policy database constructing step, a performance
evaluation model analyzing step, a healing performance
evaluating engine driving step, and the like. In the policy
database constructing step, a monitoring policy which forms
the basis of a monitoring method, a performance evaluation
policy which forms the basis of evaluation of healing perfor-
mance, and a self-healing policy associated with self-healing
of software are previously stored. In the performance evalu-
ation model analyzing step, a model for performance evalu-
ation is separated and analyzed from models to be monitored
and the performance evaluation policy is determined on the
basis of the analysis result. The performance evaluation
model analyzing step may include an analysis information
generating step and a policy determining step. In the analysis
information generating step, the performance evaluation
model for evaluating self-healing performance is analyzed on
the basis of information collected by an information collect-
ing portion and information stored in the policy database and
analysis information on the self-healing performance is gen-
erated by comparing a state of the performance evaluation
model before self-healing and a state of the performance
evaluation model after self-healing with each other. In the
policy determining step, the performance evaluation policy is
determined on the basis of the generated analysis informa-
tion. In the healing performance evaluating engine driving
step, the self-healing performance is evaluated on the basis of
the determined performance evaluation policy. The healing
performance evaluating engine driving step may include an
information collecting step, a policy loading step, and a per-
formance evaluating step. In the information collecting step,
information associated with the system environment is col-
lected after self-healing. In the policy loading step, when the
performance evaluation policy is determined by a perfor-
mance evaluation model analyzing portion on the basis of the
collected information, the determined performance evalua-
tion policy is loaded. In the performance evaluating step, the
self-healing performance is quantitatively evaluated on the
basis of the loaded performance evaluation policy.

The self-healing method according to the exemplary
embodiment may further include at least one of a monitoring
step, a defining step, and a healing result learning step.

In the monitoring step, an environment of at least one
critical system or components constituting at least one critical
system is monitored. The monitoring step may be performed
before the system error determining step (S700).

In the defining step, at least one of information on a class
configuring the component, state information of the compo-
nent, and relationship information between the components is
defined. The defining step may be performed before the moni-
toring step. In this case, in the monitoring step, monitoring is
performed on the basis of the defined information and in the
healing performance evaluating step, a system characteristic
including at least one of reliability and system performability
by the defined information is evaluated as healing perfor-
mance.
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In the healing result learning step, the self-healing result
for the self-healed software is learned on the basis of the
evaluated healing performance. In the healing result learning
step, when the system performability is deteriorated after
self-healing as compared with before self-healing, learning is
performed on the basis of a mechanical learning algorithm.
The healing result learning step may be performed after the
healing performance evaluating step (S730). In the healing
result learning step, even a predetermined stored monitoring
policy may be modified according to the performed learning.

Next, an exemplary embodiment of the self-healing
method will be described. The method for safe self-healing of
the critical system according to the exemplary embodiment
includes monitoring an operating environment of the critical
system, judging whether an error occurs by analyzing the
monitoring result, determining whether healing is required or
an operation of safety software is required, operating the
safety software and providing a service, performing self-
healing and providing the service, and changing a healing
policy by evaluating the self-healing result.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of an exemplary embodiment of a
self-healing managing method. The following description
refers to FIG. 8.

In a first step, an environment under which the critical
system is operated is monitored by the operating environment
monitoring step (S800). The operating environment includes
an external actual environment where the system operates and
a hardware operating environment or a software operating
environment. As the exemplary embodiment, a user may
monitor an operating environment which a self-healing sys-
tem intends to monitor through a graphic user interface.

In a second step, a situation monitor judges whether the
critical system is in an error state at present on the basis of the
monitoring result (S805). If the critical system is in the error
state, the situation monitor determines whether self-healing is
required or the safety software should be executed (S810).
The safety software is the software which may operate a
minimum service which should be provided from each soft-
ware in a fully stable state and is previously prepared using
software passing through software shaping verification and
various test techniques by a developer.

In a third step, the safety software is executed (S815).
When the safety software is executed, the service is provided
by stopping application software corresponding to the exist-
ing safety software to be executed, which operates through a
safety software operator and changing the corresponding
application software into the safety software, which is
executed (S820).

In a fourth step which is opposite to the third step, self-
healing is required. In this case, self-healing is performed
through a self-healing manager (S825). In this step, the self-
healing manager controls the healing code in software to
perform healing by dividing internal healing internally heal-
ing software and external healing performing healing by
changing/controlling/modifying software outside of the soft-
ware in the self-healing manager. The software healed by
self-healing manager is loaded on the service operation man-
ager and thereafter, executed to influence the operation of the
critical system (S830).

In a fifth step, the self-healing result is evaluated. A self-
healing function is performed and thereafter, a self-healing
performance evaluator collects various pieces of information
of an actual operating environment after self-healing is
reflected though the situation monitor (S835). Information
collected in this case includes an external environment, a
resource state, log information, an event signal, self-healing
information, and the like. The collected information includes
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information regarding a system which interoperates with an
application program which performs self-healing under the
actual operating environment. A performance evaluating
model for evaluating self-healing performance is analyzed by
using a situational self-healing system DB and a performance
evaluation knowledge base on the basis of the collected infor-
mation and information for analyzing self-healing perfor-
mance is generated by comparing states before and after the
performance evaluating model is healed. Thereafter, a self-
healing performance evaluating module determined through
the analysis information is loaded on a self-healing perfor-
mance evaluating engine. The self-healing performance may
be quantitatively evaluated on the basis of the loaded perfor-
mance evaluating module (S840). The self-healing perfor-
mance evaluation performed in this step may be reported to
the user.

In a sixth step, the self-healing result is learned. Only when
the system performance is deteriorated after healing as com-
pared with before healing on the basis of the result quantita-
tively evaluated in the fifth step (S845), a healing policy is
learned on the basis of the mechanical learning algorithm
(S850) and the result is reflected to the knowledge base for
use in the next healing (S855).

In the self-healing managing method described above, the
self-healing system can be appropriately and easily applied
according to characteristics or information of a system to
which self-healing will be applied and the self-healing execu-
tion result can be automatically reported.

An exemplary embodiment can be applied to cyber physi-
cal systems (CPS). In particularly, the exemplary embodi-
ment can be applied to CPS for arbitrary control software.

The spirit of the present invention has been just exempli-
fied. It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, changes, and substitutions can be
made without departing from the essential characteristics of
the present invention. Accordingly, the embodiments dis-
closed in the present invention and the accompanying draw-
ings are used not to limit but to describe the spirit of the
present invention. The scope of the present invention is not
limited only to the embodiments and the accompanying draw-
ings. The protection scope of the present invention must be
analyzed by the appended claims and it should be analyzed
that all spirits within a scope equivalent thereto are included
in the appended claims of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A self-healing system, comprising:

a system error determining unit analyzing a monitoring
result of an environment of a system or components
constituting the system, and determining whether an
error occurs on the basis of the analyzing result;

a countermeasure selecting unit selecting a countermea-
sure to solve the error depending on a determination of
whether or not to self-heal the error when the error
occurs, wherein when the determination is to self-heal
the error, the selected countermeasure is self-healing
software associated with the error to solve the error and
when the determination is to not self-heal the error, the
selected countermeasure is executing safety software to
solve the error;

a software service providing unit continuously providing a
software service in the system that reflects the selected
countermeasure; and

a healing performance evaluating unit comparing perfor-
mance of'the system after self-healing with performance
of the system before self-healing to evaluate healing
performance when the selected countermeasure is to
self-heal the error, generating analysis information on
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the self-healing performance by comparing to determine
aperformance evaluation policy on the basis of the gen-
erated analysis information,

wherein the safety software is for use in providing a mini-
mum basic software service without interrupting the
software service so as to continuously provide the soft-
ware service associated with the software associated
with the error.

2. The self-healing system according to claim 1, wherein

the software service providing unit includes:

a self-healing portion self-healing the software associated
with the error when the selected countermeasure is to
self-heal the error; and

a safety software executing unit executing the safety soft-
ware associated with the software associated with the
error when the selected countermeasure is to not self-
heal the error.

3. The self-healing system according to claim 2, wherein

the self-healing portion includes:

an internal healing portion internally healing the software
associated with the error by controlling a healing code in
the software associated with the error; and

an external healing portion performing healing by adding/
modifying/deleting contents of a corresponding soft-
ware outside the software associated with the error.

4. The self-healing system according to claim 2, wherein

the software service providing unit further includes:

a service executing portion managing an actuator set for
each component and connects a component requesting
execution of software and the execution requested soft-
ware with each other by using the actuator; and

a service operation controlling portion controlling the self-
healing portion or the safety software executing portion
according to the selected countermeasure and simulta-
neously executing software associated with a same ser-
vice by considering the environment of the system.

5. The self-healing system according to claim 1, further
comprising a monitoring unit monitoring an environment of
atleast one critical system or components constituting at least
one critical system.

6. The self-healing system according to claim 5, further
comprising a defining unit defining at least one of information
on aclass configuring the component, state information ofthe
component, and relationship information between the com-
ponents.

7. The self-healing system according to claim 6, wherein
the monitoring unit performs monitoring on the basis of the
defined information, and the healing performance evaluating
unit evaluates a system characteristic including at least one of
reliability and system performance ability by the defined
information as the healing performance.

8. The self-healing system according to claim 1, wherein
the healing performance evaluating unit includes:

a policy database storing a monitoring policy which forms
the basis of a monitoring method, the performance
evaluation policy which forms the basis of evaluation of
healing performance, and a self-healing policy associ-
ated with self-healing;

a performance evaluation model analyzing portion sepa-
rating and analyzing a model for performance evaluation
from models to be monitored and determining the per-
formance evaluation policy on the basis of the analysis
result; and

a healing performance evaluating engine evaluating the
self-healing performance on the basis of the determined
performance evaluation policy.
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9. The self-healing system according to claim 8, wherein
the healing performance evaluating engine includes:

an information collecting portion collecting information
associated with the environment of the system after self-
healing;

a policy loading portion loading the determined perfor-
mance evaluation policy when the performance evalua-
tion policy is determined by the performance evaluation
model analyzing portion on the basis of the collected
information; and

aperformance evaluating portion quantitatively evaluating
the self-healing performance on the basis of the loaded
performance evaluation policy, and

the performance evaluation model analyzing portion
includes:

an analysis information generating portion analyzing the
performance evaluation model for evaluating self-heal-
ing performance on the basis of information collected by
an information collecting portion and the policy stored
in the policy database and generating analysis informa-
tion on the self-healing performance through the com-
parison by comparing a state of the performance evalu-
ation model before self-healing and a state of the
performance evaluation model after self-healing with
each other; and

apolicy determining portion determining the performance
evaluation policy on the basis of the generated analysis
information.

10. The self-healing system according to claim 1, further

comprising

a healing result learning unit that learns the self-healing
result for the self-healed software on the basis of the
evaluated healing performance and performs learning
onthe basis of a mechanical learning algorithm when the
comparison determines that the performance of the sys-
tem is deteriorated after self-healing as compared with
before self-healing.

11. The self-healing system according to claim 10, wherein
the healing result learning unit modifies even a predetermined
stored monitoring policy according to the performed learn-
ing.

12. A self-healing method, comprising:

analyzing a monitoring result of an environment of a sys-
tem or components constituting the system and deter-
mining whether an error occurs on the basis of the ana-
lyzing result;

selecting a countermeasure to solve the error depending on
a determination of whether or not to self-heal the error
when the error occurs, wherein when the determination
is to self-heal the error, the selected countermeasure is
self-healing software associated with the error to solve
the error and when the determination is to not self-heal
the system error, the selected countermeasure is execut-
ing safety software to solve the error;

continuously providing a software service in the system
that reflects the selected countermeasure; and

comparing performance of the system after self-healing
with performance of the system before self-healing to
evaluate healing performance when the selected coun-
termeasure is to self-heal the error,

generating analysis information on the self-healing perfor-
mance by comparing to determine a performance evalu-
ation policy on the basis of the generated analysis infor-
mation,

wherein the safety software is for use in providing a mini-
mum basic software service without interrupting the
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software service so as to continuously provide the soft-
ware service associated with the software associated
with the error.
13. The self-healing method of claim 12, wherein continu-
ously providing the software service in the system includes
any one of:
self-healing of the software associated with the error when
the selected countermeasure is to self-heal the error; and

executing the safety software associated with the software
associated with the error when the selected countermea-
sure is to not self-heal the error.

14. The self-healing method according to claim 13,
wherein the self-healing of the software includes:

internally healing the software associated with the error by

controlling a healing code in the software associated
with the error; and

performing healing by adding/modifying/deleting con-

tents of a corresponding software outside the software
associated with the error.

15. The self-healing method according to claim 13,
wherein the continuously providing the software service fur-
ther includes:

managing an actuator set for each component and connects

a component requesting execution of software and the
execution requested software with each other by using
the actuator; and

controlling the self-healing portion or the safety software

executing portion according to the selected countermea-
sure and simultaneously executing software associated
with a same service by considering the environment of
the system.

16. The self-healing method according to claim 12, further
comprising monitoring an environment of at least one critical
system or components constituting at least one critical sys-
tem.

17. The self-healing method according to claim 16, further
comprising defining at least one of information on a class
configuring the component, state information of the compo-
nent, and relationship information between the components.

18. The self-healing method according to claim 12,
wherein the evaluating healing performance includes:

storing a monitoring policy which forms the basis of a

monitoring method, the performance evaluation policy
which forms the basis of evaluation of healing perfor-
mance, and a self-healing policy associated with self-
healing;

separating and analyzing a model for performance evalu-

ation from models to be monitored and determining the
performance evaluation policy on the basis of the analy-
sis result; and

evaluating the self-healing performance on the basis of the

determined performance evaluation policy.

19. The self-healing method according to claim 18,
wherein the evaluating the self-healing performance
includes:

collecting information associated with the environment of

the system after self-healing;
loading the determined performance evaluation policy
when the performance evaluation policy is determined
by the performance evaluation model analyzing portion
on the basis of the collected information; and

quantitatively evaluating the self-healing performance on
the basis of the loaded performance evaluation policy,
and

the separating and analyzing the model includes:

analyzing the performance evaluation model for evaluating

self-healing performance on the basis of information
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collected by an information collecting portion and the
policy stored in the policy database and generating
analysis information on the self-healing performance
through the comparison by comparing a state of the
performance evaluation model before self-healing anda 5
state of the performance evaluation model after self-
healing with each other; and

determining the performance evaluation policy on the basis

of the generated analysis information.

20. The self-healing method according to claim 12, further 10
comprising learning the self-healing result for the self-healed
software on the basis of the evaluated healing performance
and performing learning on the basis of a mechanical learning
algorithm when the comparison determines that the perfor-
mance of the system is deteriorated after self-healing as com- 15
pared with before self-healing.

#* #* #* #* #*
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