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1
MOBILE WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS
DEVICE INCLUDING NFC ANTENNA
MATCHING CONTROL CIRCUIT AND
ASSOCIATED METHODS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure generally relates to the field of
wireless communications systems, and, more particularly, to
mobile wireless communications devices and related meth-
ods.

BACKGROUND

Mobile communication systems continue to grow in popu-
larity and have become an integral part of both personal and
business communications. Various mobile devices now incor-
porate Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) features such as cal-
endars, address books, task lists, calculators, memo and writ-
ing programs, media players, games, etc. These multi-
function devices usually allow electronic mail (email)
messages to be sent and received wirelessly, as well as access
the Internet via a cellular network and/or a wireless local area
network (WLAN), for example.

Some mobile devices incorporate contactless card technol-
ogy and/or near field communication (NFC) chips. NFC tech-
nology is commonly used for contactless short-range com-
munications based on radio frequency identification (RFID)
standards, using magnetic field induction to enable commu-
nication between electronic devices, including mobile wire-
less communications devices. This short-range high fre-
quency wireless communications technology exchanges data
between devices over a short distance, such as only a few
centimeters.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a communications
system including a mobile wireless communications device
with an NFC antenna matching control circuit in accordance
with an example embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram an alternative embodi-
ment of the NFC antennas coupled to the NFC antenna match-
ing control circuit for the mobile wireless communications
device illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating signal strength curves when
the NFC control circuit operates in a reader mode and in a
card emulation mode in accordance with an example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating the steps for tuning the
NFC antennas based on the different operating modes pro-
vided in FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method for operating the
mobile wireless communications device provided in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a front view of a mobile wireless communications
device in accordance with another exemplary aspect.

FIG. 7 is a schematic block diagram illustrating additional
components that may be included in the mobile wireless
communications device illustrated in FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which preferred embodiments of the invention are shown.
This invention may, however, be embodied in many different
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forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements through-
out, and prime notations are used to indicate similar elements
in alternative embodiments.

Generally speaking, a mobile wireless communications
device includes a near-field communications (NFC) trans-
ceiver, a plurality of NFC antennas, and an NFC control
circuit. The NFC transceiver may generate a received signal
strength based on a received signal from an adjacent NFC
device. The NFC control circuit may include an antenna
switch circuit, a capacitance sensing circuit, and a processor.
The antenna switch circuit may be coupled between the NFC
transceiver and the plurality of NFC antennas. The capaci-
tance sensing circuit may be coupled to the plurality of NFC
antennas to determine capacitance values thereof. The pro-
cessor may operate the antenna switch circuit based upon the
received signal strength and the capacitance values.

The adjacent NFC device includes an NFC device antenna.
The processor may be configured to determine at least one of
the following based on the received signal strength and the
capacitance values to operate the antenna switch: a distance to
the NFC device antenna, a size of the NFC device antenna,
and a center of the NFC device antenna.

The processor advantageously selects one or more of the
NFC antennas in the mobile wireless communications device
to improve interfacing with the NFC device antenna in the
adjacent NFC device. Adequate reading distances may be
maintained by the mobile wireless communications device
regardless of the size of the NFC device antenna.

The capacitance sensing circuit advantageously senses
proximity of the adjacent NFC device, as well as other
objects, including a user’s hand blocking the NFC device
antenna in the NFC device. The capacitance sensing circuit
may comprise a plurality of capacitance sensors, with each
NFC antenna having a capacitance sensor associated there-
with. Each capacitance sensor may comprise a pair of spaced
apart plates, with a first plate adjacent a respective NFC
antenna which functions as a second plate cooperating with
the first plate. When the plurality of NFC antennas are embed-
ded, then the first plate may be shared by the embedded NFC
antennas.

The NFC control circuit may further comprise an NFC
antenna tuning circuit coupled between the NFC transceiver
and the antenna switch circuit to dynamically tune and match
the NFC antennas with the NFC antenna in adjacent NFC
device. The received signal strength may advantageously be
used to determine if the NFC antennas need to be tuned.

The NFC control circuit may further comprise a signal
rectification circuit coupled to the NFC antenna tuning circuit
to provide a peak-to-peak voltage signal. The processor may
control the NFC antenna tuning circuit based on the peak-to-
peak voltage signal.

The NFC control circuit may further comprise a signal
coupling circuit coupled to the antenna switch circuit and
includes a reader mode output signal path and a card emula-
tion mode output signal path. A card emulation mode
dynamic control circuit may be coupled to the card emulation
mode output signal path. A reader mode dynamic control
circuit may be coupled to the reader mode output signal path.
The processor may be configured to adjust a dynamic range of
asignal received by the card emulation mode dynamic control
circuit when the NFC control circuit is in a card emulation
mode, and to adjust a dynamic range of a signal received by
the reader mode dynamic control circuit when the NFC con-



US 9,270,337 B2

3

trol circuit is in a reader mode. The signal received by the
reader mode dynamic control circuit may include the received
signal from the adjacent NFC device used by the NFC trans-
ceiver to generate the received signal strength.

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a communications system 10
illustratively includes a mobile wireless communications
device 20. Example mobile wireless communications devices
may include portable or personal media players (e.g., music
or MP3 players, video players, etc.), portable gaming devices,
portable or mobile telephones, smartphones, tablet comput-
ers, digital cameras, etc.

The mobile wireless communications device 20 is also
generally referred to as a mobile device, and includes a por-
table housing 22, and a wireless transceiver 24 and a general
processor 25 carried by the portable housing 22. The wireless
transceiver 24 may comprise a cellular transceiver or other
types of wireless communications transceivers, and may
communicate any combination of voice and data, such as, for
example, email. The general processor 25 interfaces between
the wireless transceiver 24 and a near-field communications
(NFC) device 30 also carried by the portable housing 22.

The NFC device 30 is configured to communicate with an
adjacent NFC device 60 or terminal that is part of the com-
munications system 10 based upon proximity thereto using
NFC communications. The adjacent NFC device 60 may be
an NFC tag, an NFC-enabled mobile device, a smart poster,
etc.

By way of background, NFC is a short-range wireless
communications technology in which NFC-enabled devices
20, 60 are “swiped,” “bumped” or otherwise moved in close
proximity to communicate. In one non-limiting example
implementation, NFC may operate at 13.56 MHz and with an
effective range of about 10 cm, but other suitable versions of
near-field communications which may have different operat-
ing frequencies, effective ranges, etc., for example, may also
be used.

The NFC device 30 includes an NFC transceiver 32, a
plurality of NFC antennas 34, 36, and an NFC control circuit
40. The NFC transceiver 32 is configured to generate a
received signal strength based on a received signal from the
adjacent NFC device 60. The received signal is a demodu-
lated load modulation signal when the NFC device is in the
reader mode.

The NFC control circuit 40 includes an antenna switch
circuit 42 coupled between the NFC transceiver 30 and the
NFC antennas 34, 36, and a capacitance sensing circuit 44
coupled to the NFC antennas. The NFC control circuit 40
includes a processor 46 to operate the antenna switch circuit
42 based upon the received signal strength and the capaci-
tance values provided by the capacitive sensing circuit 44.

The capacitance sensing circuit 44 senses proximity of the
adjacent NFC device 60, as well as other objects, including a
user’s hand blocking the NFC device antenna 62. The capaci-
tance sensing circuit 44 includes a plurality of capacitance
sensors, with each NFC antenna 34, 36 having a capacitance
sensor associated therewith.

Each capacitance sensor includes a pair of spaced apart
plates, with a first plate 50 or 52 adjacent a respective NFC
antenna 34 or 36 and a second plate defined by an outer coil of
the same respective NFC antenna 34 or 36. That is, each
respective NFC antenna functions as a plate for the capaci-
tance sensor associated therewith.

In an alternative embodiment, the NFC antennas may be
embedded, as illustrated in FIG. 2. In this embodiment, all
three NFC antennas 70", 72', 74' share a common plate 80'.
The second plate of each capacitance sensor is defined by an
outer coil of a respective one of the NFC antennas 70', 72', 74'.
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The adjacent NFC device 60 includes an NFC device
antenna 62. Depending on the configuration of the adjacent
NFC device 60, the NFC device 30 operates in either a reader
mode or a card emulation mode. A mode control signal from
the general processor 25 to the processor 46 in the NFC
control circuit 40 places the NFC device 30 in either the
reader mode or the card emulation mode.

The processor 46 is configured to determine at least one of
the following for operating the antenna switch 42 based on the
received signal strength of a received signal from the adjacent
NFC device 60, and the capacitance values detecting proxim-
ity of the adjacent NFC device 60: a distance to the NFC
device antenna 62, a size of the NFC device antenna, and a
center of the NFC device antenna.

The processor 46 advantageously selects one or more of the
NFC antennas 50, 52 to improve interfacing with the NFC
device antenna 62 in the adjacent NFC device 60. Since the
reading distance can vary significantly between large and
small size NFC device antennas, adequate reading distances
may be maintained by the mobile wireless communications
device 20 regardless of the size of the NFC device antenna 62.
For example, one of the illustrated NFC antennas 34 may be
positioned at the top of the mobile wireless communications
device 20, whereas the other NFC antenna 36 NFC antennas
34 may be positioned at the bottom. Depending on the posi-
tion of the mobile wireless communications device 20 with
respect to the adjacent NFC device 60, the top or bottom NFC
antenna 34, 36 is appropriately selected. In some cases, both
NFC antennas 34, 36 may be selected. In addition to the
capacitance sensing circuit 44 sensing proximity of the adja-
cent NFC device 60, other objects may be detected, including
a user’s hand holding the mobile wireless communications
device 20.

The NFC control circuit 40 further includes an NFC
antenna tuning circuit 82 coupled between the NFC trans-
ceiver 32 and the antenna switch circuit 42. The NFC antenna
tuning circuit 82 provides different amplitude and phase
modulated transmit signals in the reader mode, and different
load modulation signals in the card emulation mode to the
respective NFC antenna 34, 36. The NFC antenna tuning
circuit 82 also provides proper coupling between the NFC
antennas 34, 36 and the NFC transceiver receive ports REC
and AC2.

An EMC/EMI filter 84 is coupled between the NFC
antenna tuning circuit 82 and the NFC transceiver 32. The
EMC/EMI filter 84 is typically a low pass filter to reduce
harmonics and out-of-phase noise of an NFC signal transmit-
tedat 13.56 MHz. The EMC/EMI filter 84 is coupled to ANT1
and ANT2, which are differential outputs of the NFC trans-
ceiver 32. The ANT1 and ANT2 differential outputs provide
a modulated signal to an NFC antenna when the NFC device
30 is in the reader mode, and conducts load modulation when
the NFC device 30 is in the card emulation mode. Alterna-
tively, the ANT1 and ANT2 outputs may be configured as a
common-mode output.

AN NFC signal coupling circuit 86 can properly couple
and distribute NFC transmit and receive signals in both the
reader and card emulation modes to the following inputs of
the NFC transceiver 32: REC, AC1 and AC2. The REC input
receives a load modulated signal during the reader mode. The
AC1 input is referred to as an energy harvest input, and
receives a rectified signal from an NFC signal rectification
circuit 88 in both the reader and card emulation modes. The
AC?2 input is an NFC input in the card emulation mode, and
receives a modulated signal from the adjacent NFC device 60
when operating as an NFC reader.
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The processor 46 is used to conduct smart NFC signal
control and antenna tuning based on the capacitance values
provided by the capacitance sensing circuit 44, a rectified
signal provided from the NFC signal rectification circuit 88 to
the AC1 input, the load modulation receiver signal strength
indicator (LM_RSSI), and the mode control signal placing
the NFC device 30 in the reader mode or the card emulation
mode.

The NFC signal rectification circuit 88 rectifies a signal
from the NFC signal coupling circuit 86 and provides the
rectified DC signal to the AC1 input and to the A/D__1 input
of the processor 46. The processor 46 digitizes this signal
which is used as a sensing signal for the purpose of dynamic
NFC antenna tuning. In particular, the rectified DC signal is a
peak-to-peak voltage signal, and the processor 46 controls the
NFC antenna tuning circuit 82 based on the peak-to-peak
voltage signal.

The NFC signal coupling circuit 86 includes a reader mode
output signal path 91 and a card emulation mode output signal
path 93. A card emulation mode dynamic control circuit 95 is
coupled to the card emulation mode output signal path 93. A
reader mode dynamic control circuit 97 is coupled to the
reader mode output signal path 91.

The processor 46 adjusts a dynamic range of a signal
received by the card emulation mode dynamic control circuit
95 when the NFC control circuit 40 is in a card emulation
mode, and adjusts a dynamic range of a signal received by the
reader mode dynamic control circuit 97 when the NFC con-
trol circuit is in a reader mode. The signal received by the
reader mode dynamic control circuit 97 includes the received
signal from the adjacent NFC device 60 used by the NFC
transceiver 32 to generate the received signal strength.

Referring now to FIG. 3, graph 100 illustrates signal
strength curves when the NFC control circuit 40 operates in a
reader mode and in a card emulation mode. Curve 102 corre-
sponds to the NFC control circuit 40 operating in the reader
mode, and curve 104 corresponds to the NFC control circuit
operating in the card emulation mode. As readily appreciated
by those skilled in the art, when the NFC antennas 34, 36 are
detuned, the RF performance of the NFC device 40 operating
as a reader and a card emulator is significantly degraded, and
may even fail their proper NFC functions.

FIG. 3 thus demonstrates signal strength curves at input
AC1 of the NFC transceiver 32 with respect to an NFC
antenna coupling distance in the two respective modes of
operation. For curve 102 corresponding to the reader mode,
the drop of AC1 peak-to-peak voltage is inversely propor-
tional to the distance between the reader’s antenna and the
card emulator’s antenna. The shorter the distance, the bigger
the drop of AC1 peak-to-peak voltage. Therefore, the voltage
at AC1 in the reader mode is an indication of how strong the
magnetic field can be generated at an NFC antenna. This AC1
voltage drop is directly related to the detuned reader’s NFC
antenna by the NFC card emulator.

For curve 104 corresponding to the card emulation mode,
the AC1 peak-to-peak voltage will drop when the distance is
shortened. This is also due to the detuned card emulator’s
NFC antenna by the closely coupled reader’s NFC antenna.
On the other hand, when the distance is over 30 mm, as
indicated at point 106, the AC1 voltage slowly drops when the
distance increases. As discussed above, the AC1 peak-to-peak
voltage is an indicator of how much magnetic energy it can
harvest from the reader. The longer the distance is, the less
energy that can be collected.

Therefore, the AC1 peak-to-peak voltage signal may be
used as an antenna detuning indicator, as provided by the flow
chart 110 in FIG. 4, whereas the capacitance values provided
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6

by the capacitance sensing circuit 44 may be used a distance
indicator. This allows the processor 46 to correctly tell if the
drop of AC1 peak-to-peak voltage (Vp-p) is due to the
antenna detuning caused by the short distance and heavy
antenna coupling, where Vr,min and V¢, min are the minimum
Vp-p that set the thresholds to judge if an NFC antenna is to
be tuned in the reader and card emulation modes, respec-
tively.

Still referring to FIG. 4, from the start (Block 112), the
processor 46 checks the AC1 peak-to-peak voltage (Vp-p) at
Block 114. At Block 116, a determination is made as to what
mode the NFC control circuit 40 has been placed in. If in the
reader mode, the AC1 peak-to-peak voltage is compared to a
reader mode threshold at Block 118. If the AC1 peak-to-peak
voltage is less than the reader mode threshold, the process
returns to Block 114 for another AC1 peak-to-peak voltage
check. If the AC1 peak-to-peak voltage is greater than the
reader mode threshold, the process continues to Block 120
where the NFC antenna is to be tuned. After antenna tuning,
the process returns to Block 114 for another AC1 peak-to-
peak voltage check.

If at Block 116, a determination is made that the NFC
control circuit 40 has been placed in the card emulator more,
then the AC1 peak-to-peak voltage is compared to a card
emulator mode threshold at Block 122. If the AC1 peak-to-
peak voltage is greater than the card emulator mode thresh-
old, the process returns to Block 114 for another AC1 peak-
to-peak voltage check. If the AC1 peak-to-peak voltage is less
than the card emulator mode threshold, the process continues
to Block 124 where a determination is made at the capaci-
tance sensing circuit 44 on if an object in close proximity has
been detected. Ifno object has been detected, then the process
returns to Block 114. If an object has been detected, then the
NFC antenna is to be tuned at Block 120. After antenna
tuning, the process returns to Block 114 for another AC1
peak-to-peak voltage check.

As part of the NFC antenna tuning, either NFC antenna 34
or NFC antenna 36 will be selected, or both of the NFC
antennas may be selected. This is provided by [/O_6 and
1/0__7 of the processor 46 to achieve the goal of generating an
increased magnetic field strength to an NFC card emulator.
The dynamic control circuit is adjusted to achieve an
improved receiving dynamic range at REC. Based on the
selected NFC antenna(s) and the received signal strength of
the received signal, the reader mode dynamic control circuit
97 is adjusted by the processor 46.

The card emulator dynamic control circuit 95 is adjusted
by the processor 46 to achieve an improved receiving
dynamic range at input AC2. This adjustment is based on the
received signal strength of the received signal, and the
selected NFC antenna(s).

A strong load modulation via an NFC antenna coupling
may be achieved by modulating ANT1 and ANT2 in the card
emulation mode. Based on capacitance values from the
capacitance sensing circuit 44 and the AC2 reading, a deter-
mination can be made on a hand holding pattern by the user by
switching both NFC antennas 34, 36 on one at a time. Then,
the processor 46 checks AC1 to see if the NFC antenna(s) are
detuned. If yes, the NFC antenna is tuned to achieve an
increased AC1 Vp-p. After that, a decision is made if both
antennas should be switched on, or just one of them for
improving load modulation performance. Finally, a load
modulation is conducted via ANT1 and ANT2.

As noted, the NFC device 30 may be configured to operate
in the reader mode or in the card emulation mode. In addition,
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the NFC device 30 may also be configured to operate in a
peer-to-peer mode. The different modes will now be dis-
cussed in greater detail.

In the reader mode, the NFC control circuit 40 is config-
ured to detect the distance of the adjacent NFC device 60, a
size of the NFC device antenna 62 in the adjacent NFC
device, a center of the NFC device antenna in the adjacent
NFC device, and hand holding patterns of the user. Based on
this information, the NFC antenna switch 42 selects NFC
antenna 34 or NFC antenna 36, or both. Next, a check is made
to see if the selected NFC antenna is detuned. If detuned, the
NFC antenna is tuned so as to generate an increased magnetic
energy. The reader mode dynamic control circuit 95 is
adjusted to improve receiving dynamic range at the REC
input (i.e., the receiver input can handle an increased range
(from low to high level) of a load modulated signal from the
adjacent NFC device 60.

In the card emulation mode, the NFC control circuit 40 is
configured to detect the distance of the adjacent NFC device
60, a size of the NFC device antenna 62 in the adjacent NFC
device, a center of the NFC device antenna in the adjacent
NFC device, and hand holding patterns of the user. Based on
this information, the NFC antenna switch 42 selects NFC
antenna 34 or NFC antenna 36, or both. Next, a check is made
to see if the selected NFC antenna is detuned. If detuned, the
NFC antenna is tuned so as to generate an increased magnetic
energy. The card emulator mode dynamic control circuit 97 is
adjusted to improve receiving dynamic range at the AC2
input. The strongest possible load modulation is provided via
the NFC antenna coupling by modulating NFC antenna 34
and NFC antenna 36 (i.e., switching the NFC antennas 34, 36
on and off according to a load modulating signal).

In a peer-to-peer mode, depending on the negotiations
between two mobile wireless communications devices, one
mobile wireless communications device will become a NFC
reader and the other mobile wireless communications device
will be an NFC card emulator. In this mode, reference is
directed to the flow chart in 110 in FIG. 4.

Another aspect is directed to a method for operating a
mobile wireless communications device 20 as described
above. Referring now to the flow chart 150 in FIG. 5, from the
start (Block 152), the method comprises at Block 154 gener-
ating at the NFC transceiver 32 a received signal strength
based on a received signal from an adjacent NFC device 60.
Capacitance values of the plurality of NFC antennas 34, 36
are determined at Block 156 via the capacitance sensing
circuit 44. The antenna switch circuit 42 is operated at Block
158 via the processor 46 based upon the received signal
strength and the capacitive values. The method ends at Block
160.

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tion will come to the mind of one skilled in the art having the
benefit of the teachings presented in the foregoing descrip-
tions and the associated drawings. Therefore, it is understood
that the invention is not to be limited to the specific embodi-
ments disclosed, and that modifications and embodiments are
intended to be included within the scope of the appended
claims.

That which is claimed is:

1. An electronic device comprising:

anear-field communications (NFC) transceiver that gener-

ates a received signal strength based on a received signal
from an adjacent NFC device;

a plurality of NFC antennas;

a capacitance sensing circuit coupled to said plurality of

NFC antennas and that determines capacitance values
thereof;, and
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an antenna switch circuit coupled between said NFC trans-
ceiver and said plurality of NFC antennas and that oper-
ates based upon the received signal strength and the
capacitance values.

2. The electronic device according to claim 1 wherein said
capacitance sensing circuit comprises a plurality of capaci-
tance sensors, with each NFC antenna having a capacitance
sensor associated therewith.

3. The electronic device according to claim 2 wherein each
capacitance sensor comprises a first plate adjacent a respec-
tive NFC antenna which functions as a second plate cooper-
ating with the first plate.

4. The electronic device according to claim 1 further com-
prising an NFC antenna tuning circuit coupled between said
NFC transceiver and said antenna switch circuit.

5. The electronic device according to claim 4 further com-
prising a signal rectification circuit coupled to said NFC
antenna tuning circuit and configured to provide a peak-to-
peak voltage signal thereto.

6. The electronic device according to claim 1 further com-
prising:

a signal coupling circuit coupled to said antenna switch
circuit and comprising a reader mode output signal path
and a card emulation mode output signal path;

a card emulation mode dynamic control circuit coupled to
the card emulation mode output signal path; and

a reader mode dynamic control circuit coupled to the
reader mode output signal path.

7. The electronic device according to claim 6 wherein the
signal received by said reader mode dynamic control circuit
includes the received signal from the adjacent NFC device
used by said NFC transceiver to generate the received signal
strength.

8. The electronic device according to claim 1 further com-
prising:

a housing carrying said NFC transceiver, plurality of NFC

antennas and switch circuit; and

a cellular transceiver carried by said housing.

9. A mobile wireless communications device comprising:

a near-field communications (NFC) transceiver that gener-
ates a received signal strength based on a received signal
from an adjacent NFC device;

a plurality of NFC antennas;

a respective capacitance sensor associated with each of
said plurality of NFC antennas and that determines
capacitance values thereof; and

an antenna switch circuit coupled between said NFC trans-
ceiver and said plurality of NFC antennas and that oper-
ates based upon the received signal strength and the
capacitance values.

10. The mobile wireless communications device according
to claim 9 wherein each capacitance sensor comprises a first
plate adjacent a respective NFC antenna which functions as a
second plate cooperating with the first plate.

11. The mobile wireless communications device according
to claim 9 further comprising an NFC antenna tuning circuit
coupled between said NFC transceiver and said antenna
switch circuit.

12. The mobile wireless communications device according
to claim 11 further comprising a signal rectification circuit
coupled to said NFC antenna tuning circuit and configured to
provide a peak-to-peak voltage signal thereto.

13. The mobile wireless communications device according
to claim 9 further comprising:

a signal coupling circuit coupled to said antenna switch

circuit and comprising a reader mode output signal path
and a card emulation mode output signal path;
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a card emulation mode dynamic control circuit coupled to

the card emulation mode output signal path; and

a reader mode dynamic control circuit coupled to the

reader mode output signal path.

14. The mobile wireless communications device according
to claim 13 wherein the signal received by said reader mode
dynamic control circuit includes the received signal from the
adjacent NFC device used by said NFC transceiver to gener-
ate the received signal strength.

15. A method for operating an electronic device compris-
ing a near-field communications (NFC) transceiver, a plural-
ity of NFC antennas, a capacitance sensing circuit coupled to
the plurality of NFC antennas, and an antenna switch circuit
coupled between the NFC transceiver and plurality of NFC
antennas, the method comprising:

operating the NFC transceiver to generate a received signal

strength based on a received signal from an adjacent
NFC device;
operating the capacitance sensing circuit to determine
capacitance values of the plurality of NFC antennas; and
operating the antenna switch circuit based upon the
received signal strength and the capacitive values.

16. The method according to claim 15 wherein the capaci-
tance sensing circuit comprises a plurality of capacitance
sensors, with each NFC antenna having a capacitance sensor
associated therewith.

17. The method according to claim 16 wherein each
capacitance sensor comprises a first plate adjacent a respec-
tive NFC antenna which functions as a second plate cooper-
ating with the first plate.
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18. The method according to claim 15 wherein the elec-
tronic device further comprises an NFC antenna tuning circuit
coupled between the NFC transceiver and the antenna switch
circuit, and further comprising controlling the NFC antenna
tuning circuit to tune at least one of the plurality of NFC
antennas.

19. The method according to claim 18 wherein the elec-
tronic device further comprises a signal rectification circuit
coupled to the NFC antenna tuning circuit to provide a peak-
to-peak voltage signal.

20. The method according to claim 19 wherein the elec-
tronic device further comprises a signal coupling circuit
coupled to the antenna switch circuit and comprising a reader
mode output signal path and a card emulation mode output
signal path; a card emulation mode dynamic control circuit
coupled to the card emulation mode output signal path; and a
reader mode dynamic control circuit coupled to the reader
mode output signal path.

21. The method according to claim 20 wherein the signal
received by the reader mode dynamic control circuit includes
the received signal from the adjacent NFC device used by the
NFC transceiver to generate the received signal strength.

22. The method according to claim 20 further comprising
operating the electronic device in a card emulation mode or in
a reader mode based on receiving a control signal.

#* #* #* #* #*



