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(57) ABSTRACT

In an object display device, a pattern extraction unit extracts
a region where an object is easily visually recognized when
the object is overlaid and displayed in an image in real space,
from the image in real space, based on information about the
size and color of the object and information about the color
of the image in real space that are acquired by an image
analysis unit, and a display position correction unit corrects
the display position of the object to this region. This
facilitates visual recognition of the object and enhances
various effects, such as informativeness, brought about by
the displaying of the object in the image in real space.
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Fig.6
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OBJECT DISPLAY DEVICE AND OBJECT
DISPLAY METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an object display device
and an object display method.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, services using AR (Augmented Reality)
technology have been developed and provided. For example,
a technique is known in which an object arranged around the
location of a mobile terminal is acquired, and the object
including a variety of information and images is overlaid
and displayed on an image in real space acquired by a
camera provided to the mobile terminal. A technique is also
known in which a predetermined marker is detected from an
image in real space acquired by a camera in a mobile
terminal, and an object associated with the marker is over-
laid on the image in real space and displayed on a display.
In connection with the techniques described above, a device
is known which detects a region in the flesh color from a
captured image in real space and allows a virtual object (pet)
to appear at the detected position (see, for example, Patent
Literature 1).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

[Patent Literature 1] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 2006-262980

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

General AR technology, however, does not consider the
state of an image around the display position of an object
because the display position of the object is dependent on
position information of the object and the position of the
marker associated with the object. When the color tones of
the image around the display position of the object in the
image in real space are complicated, it is difficult to visually
recognize the overlaid object, thereby reducing effects, such
as provision of various pieces of information, brought about
by the displaying of the object.

The present invention is made in view of the above-
mentioned problem. An object of the present invention is to
provide an object display device and an object display
method capable of overlaying and displaying an object at a
position where it is easily visually recognized in an image in
real space, in AR technology.

Solution to Problem

To solve the above-mentioned problem, an object display
device according to an embodiment of the present invention
overlays and displays an object at a predetermined position
in an image in real space. The object display device includes
object information acquisition means for acquiring object
information about an object, image acquisition means for
acquiring an image in real space, image analysis means for
acquiring information about a size and color of the object
that is acquired by the object information acquisition means
and information about a color of the image in real space that
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is acquired by the image acquisition means, pattern extrac-
tion means for extracting a region where the object is easily
visually recognized when the object is overlaid and dis-
played on the image in real space, from the image in real
space, based on the information about the size and color of
the object and the information about the color of the image
in real space that are acquired by the image analysis means,
display position correction means for correcting a display
position of the object to the region extracted by the pattern
extraction means, and display means for overlaying and
displaying the object at the display position corrected by the
display position correction means.

To solve the above-mentioned problem, an object display
method according to an embodiment of the present invention
is performed in an object display device that overlays and
displays an object at a predetermined position in an image in
real space. The object display method includes an object
information acquisition step of acquiring object information
about an object, an image acquisition step of acquiring an
image in real space, an image analysis step of acquiring
information about a size and color of a region that the object
occupies in the image in real space that is acquired in the
object information acquisition step and information about a
color of the image in real space that is acquired in the image
acquisition step, a pattern extraction step of extracting a
region where the object is easily visually recognized when
the object is overlaid and displayed on the image in real
space, from the image in real space, based on the informa-
tion about the size and color of the object and the informa-
tion about the color of the image in real space that are
acquired in the image analysis step, a display position
correction step of correcting a display position of the object
to the region extracted in the pattern extraction step, and a
display step of overlaying and displaying the object at the
display position corrected in the display position correction
step.

With the object display device and the object display
method according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a region where an object is easily visually recognized
when the object is overlaid and displayed on an image in real
space is extracted from the image in real space, based on
information about the size and color of the object and
information about the color of the image in real space, and
the display position of the object is corrected to this region.
This facilitates visual recognition of the object, enhancing
various effects brought about by the displaying of the object
in the image in real space.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the pattern extraction means may
extract a region having a size equal to or greater than the size
of'the object and having a single color from the image in real
space.

In this case, a region extracted from the image in real
space has a single color, and the display position of the
object is corrected to this region. Accordingly, the object is
overlaid and displayed at the region where color tones are
not complicated in the image in real space, thereby facili-
tating visual recognition of the object.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the pattern extraction means may
extract a region having a size equal to or greater than the size
of the object and having color tones in a predetermined
range from the image in real space.

In this case, a region extracted from the image in real
space has color tones in a predetermined range, and the
display position of the object is corrected to this region.
Accordingly, the object is overlaid and displayed at the
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region where color tones are not complicated in the image in
real space, thereby facilitating visual recognition of the
object.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the pattern extraction means may
extract a region having a size equal to or greater than the size
of the object and including a section overlaid with an outer
periphery of the object when the object is overlaid, the
section having a single color, from the image in real space.

When an object is overlaid and displayed on an image in
real space, the color of the section that cannot be visually
recognized due to the object in the image in real space does
not affect the visibility of the object. By contrast, the color
of the section overlaid with the outer periphery of the object
greatly affects the visibility of the object. In the object
display device of the present invention, a region extracted
from the image in real space includes a section overlaid with
the outer periphery of the object when the object is overlaid
that has a single color, and the display position of the object
is corrected to this region. Accordingly, the object is overlaid
and displayed such that the outer periphery thereof is located
at the section where color tones are not complicated in the
image in real space, thereby facilitating visual recognition of
the object.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the pattern extraction means may
extract a region having a size equal to or greater than the size
of the object and including a section overlaid with an outer
periphery of the object when the object is overlaid, the
section having color tones in a predetermined range, from
the image in real space.

In this case, a region extracted from the image in real
space includes a section overlaid with the outer periphery of
the object when the object is overlaid that has color tones in
a predetermined range, and the display position of the object
is corrected to this region. Accordingly, the object is overlaid
and displayed such that the outer periphery thereof is located
at the section where color tones are not complicated in the
image in real space, thereby facilitating visual recognition of
the object.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the pattern extraction means may
extract a region having a size equal to or greater than the size
of the object and including a section occupied by a single
color at least a predetermined proportion from the image in
real space.

In this case, a region extracted from the image in real
space includes therein a single color at least a predetermined
proportion, and the display position of the object is corrected
to this region. Accordingly, the object is overlaid and dis-
played in the region where color tones are relatively not
complicated in the image in real space, thereby facilitating
visual recognition of the object.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the pattern extraction means may
extract a region having a size equal to or greater than the size
of the object and including a section having color tones in a
predetermined range at least a predetermined proportion,
from the image in real space.

In this case, a region extracted from the image in real
space includes a section having color tones in a predeter-
mined range at least a predetermined proportion, and the
display position of the object is corrected to this region.
Accordingly, the object is overlaid and displayed in the
region where color tones are relatively not complicated in
the image in real space, thereby facilitating visual recogni-
tion of the object.
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In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the image analysis means may
extract regions each having a single color or color tones in
a predetermined range as display candidate regions from the
image in real space acquired by the image acquisition
means, and the pattern extraction means may extract a
region where the object is easily visually recognized from
the display candidate regions extracted by the image analy-
sis means.

In this case, each display candidate region that is to be a
candidate for a region to which the display position of the
object is corrected is extracted in advance, and extraction of
a region for display of the object is performed on the
extracted display candidate regions. This reduces processing
load for the extraction process.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the display position correction
means may correct the display position of the object, based
on the information about the color of the object that is
acquired by the image analysis means and information about
the color of the region extracted by the pattern extraction
means, when the color of the object and the color of the
region have a predetermined contrast relationship.

In this case, when the color tone of the region that is to be
a background for the object and the color tone of the object
have a contrast relationship, the display position of the
object is corrected to this region, thereby facilitating visual
recognition of the object.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, when the pattern extraction means
extracts a plurality of regions, the display position correction
means may correct the display position of the object to a
region closest to an original display position of the object.

Objects overlaid and displayed on images in real space are
often associated with predetermined positions and include
information related to the positions. In the object display
device of the present invention, even though the display
position is corrected for improvement in visibility, the
display position is corrected to a region closest to the
original display position of the object, thereby preventing
reduction of informativeness of the object.

In the object display device according to an embodiment
of the present invention, the object information may include
position dependency indicating a degree of relevance to the
display position of the object. The display position correc-
tion means may correct the display position of the object
when the position dependency is lower than a predetermined
degree.

A high position dependency of the object means a high
relevance to the display position of the object so if the object
is displayed at a position different from a predetermined
position, the information provided by the object to the user
is likely to be inappropriate. The configuration of the present
invention corrects the display position of the object when the
position dependency is lower than a predetermined degree,
thereby preventing reduction of informativeness of the
object.

Advantageous Effects of Invention
In AR technology, an object can be overlaid and displayed
at a position where it is easily visually recognized in an

image in real space.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a functional configu-
ration of an object display device.
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FIG. 2 is a hardware block diagram of the object display
device.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a configuration of an object
database and an example of data stored therein.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an example of an image in
real space and a grid set in the image in real space.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the number of squares
required to display an object.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing the display position, number
of squares required for display, and main color tone of an
object acquired by an image analysis unit.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of a display
candidate region extracted from an image in real space.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing the number of squares,
information about the squares, and main color tone for each
display candidate region acquired by the image analysis
unit.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing examples of patterns related
to regions extracted by a pattern extraction unit for correct-
ing the display position of the object.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing examples in which the
object is overlaid and displayed on the image in real space
and which show overlaid display before and after correction
of the display position.

FIG. 11 is a timing chart showing processing of an object
display method.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing processing of a pattern
extraction process in FIG. 11.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of an object display device and an object
display method according to the present invention will be
described with reference to the figures. It is noted that the
same parts are denoted with the same reference signs, if
possible, and an overlapping description is omitted.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a functional configu-
ration of an object display device 1. The object display
device 1 in the present embodiment is a device that overlays
and displays an object at a predetermined position in an
image in real space. The object display device 1 is, for
example, a mobile terminal capable of communication via a
mobile communication network.

Services based on AR technology using devices such as
mobile terminals include the one detecting a predetermined
marker from an image in real space acquired by a camera in
a mobile terminal and overlaying an object associated with
the marker on the image in real space to display the overlaid
object on a display. Similar services include the one acquir-
ing an object arranged around the location of a mobile
terminal and overlaying and displaying the object in relation
to the position in the image in real space acquired by a
camera provided to the mobile terminal. The object display
device 1 in the present embodiment corresponds to a device
that receives services provided in the latter case, although
not being limited thereto.

As shown in FIG. 1, the object display device 1 function-
ally includes a position information acquisition unit 10, an
object information acquisition unit 11 (object information
acquisition means), an object database 12, a position depen-
dency determination unit 13, a camera 14, an image acqui-
sition unit 15 (image acquisition means), an image analysis
unit 16 (image analysis means), a pattern extraction unit 17
(pattern extraction means), a display position correction unit
18 (display position correction means), and a display unit 19
(display means).
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FIG. 2 is a hardware configuration diagram of the object
display device 1. As shown in FIG. 2, the object display
device 1 is physically configured as a computer system
mainly including a CPU 101, a RAM 102 and a ROM 103
as main storages, a communication module 104 that is a data
transmission/reception device, an auxiliary storage device
105 such as a hard disk or a flash memory, an input device
106 such as a keyboard as an input device, and an output
device 107 such as a display. Each function shown in FIG.
1 is implemented by reading predetermined computer soft-
ware on the hardware such as the CPU 101 and the RAM
102 shown in FIG. 2 to bring the communication module
104, the input device 106, and the output device 107 into
operation under the control of the CPU 101, and by reading
and writing data from/into the RAM 102 or the auxiliary
storage device 105. Referring to FIG. 1 again, each func-
tional unit of the object display device 1 will be described in
details.

The position information acquisition unit 10 is a unit that
acquires position information indicating the location of the
object display device 1. The location of the object display
device 1 is measured, for example, by positioning means
such as a GPS device. The position information acquisition
unit 10 sends the position information to the object infor-
mation acquisition unit 11.

The object information acquisition unit 11 is a unit that
acquires object information about an object. Specifically, the
object information acquisition unit 11 acquires object infor-
mation about an object arranged around the location of the
object display device 1 from the object database 12, based
on the position information sent from the position informa-
tion acquisition unit. The object information acquisition unit
11 sends the acquired object information to the position
dependency determination unit 13 and the image analysis
unit 16.

The object database 12 is storage means for storing object
information. The object database 12 may store object infor-
mation in advance. The object database 12 may accumulate
object information that is acquired through predetermined
communication means (not shown) from a server (not
shown) storing and managing object information, based on
the position information acquired by the position informa-
tion acquisition unit 10. FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an
example of the object information stored in the object
database 12. As shown in FIG. 3, the object information
includes data such as object data, position information, and
position dependency associated with an object ID identify-
ing an object.

The object data is image data of an object. The position
information is information indicating the arrangement posi-
tion of the object in real space and is represented, for
example, by three-dimensional coordinate values. The posi-
tion dependency is information indicating the degree of
relevance to the display position of the object. In the present
embodiment, the position dependency “1” indicates a high
relevance to the display position, and the position depen-
dency “0” indicates a low relevance to the display position.
With the high position dependency, if the object is displayed
at a place different from the original arrangement position
indicated by the position information, information provided
by the object is likely to be inappropriate.

The position dependency determination unit 13 is a unit
that determines the relevance to the original position indi-
cated by the position information of the object, based on the
position dependency included in the object information. The
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position dependency determination unit 13 sends the deter-
mination result to the image analysis unit 16 and the display
position correction unit 18.

The camera 14 is a device that captures an image in real
space. The image acquisition unit 15 is a unit that acquires
the image in real space captured by the camera 14. The
image acquisition unit 15 sends the acquired image in real
space to the image analysis unit 16.

The image analysis unit 16 is a unit that acquires infor-
mation about the size and color of a region that the object
occupies in the image in real space that is acquired by the
object information acquisition unit 11 and information about
the color of the image in real space that is acquired by the
image acquisition unit 15. The processing performed by the
image analysis unit 16 is described below in more details.

The image analysis unit 16 sets a grid having a predeter-
mined spacing in an image in real space. FIG. 4(a) is a
diagram showing an example of an image P in real space.
FIG. 4(b) is a diagram showing an example of a grid G set
in the image P in real space shown in FIG. 4(a). As shown
in FIG. 4(b), the image analysis unit 16 divides the image P
in real space into squares M by setting the grid G. The image
analysis unit 16 sets the spacing of the grid G at a prede-
termined size such that one or more pixels of the image in
real space are included in one square M. The image analysis
unit 16 then sets a color for each square M. The color for
each square is set to a color such as the color that the greatest
number of pixels have among the colors of the pixels
included in the square M or the average color of the pixels
included in the square M. In this manner, a single color is set
for each square M, whereby the image P in real space is
subjected to mosaic processing.

The image analysis unit 16 acquires information about the
size and color of the region that the object occupies in the
image in real space. More specifically, the image analysis
unit 16 compares the size of image data of the object to be
displayed with the sizes of the grid G and the squares M set
in the image P in real space and determines the size and
number of squares of the region required to overlay and
display the object on the image in real space. FIG. 5 is a
diagram showing an example in which the object O to be
displayed in the present embodiment is overlaid on the grid
G and the squares M set in the image P in real space. As
shown in FIG. 5, in order to display the object O, a
rectangular region formed of squares in three columns and
four rows is required. The image analysis unit 16 tempo-
rarily stores information of the size and number of squares
of the region required to overlay and display the object O on
the image in real space, as illustrated in FIG. 5.

The image analysis unit 16 acquires a main color tone that
is the primary color tone of the object O. The image analysis
unit 16 acquires, as a main color tone, for example, a color
such as the color that the greatest number of pixels have
among the colors of the pixels included in the object O or the
average color of the pixels included in the object O. The
image analysis unit 16 temporarily stores information about
the acquired main color tone. FIG. 6 is a diagram showing
an example of information of the size and number of squares
of the region required to overlay and display the object O on
the image in real space and information about the main color
tone of the object O that are temporarily stored by the image
analysis unit 16. As shown in FIG. 6, the image analysis unit
16 stores information such as the display position, the
number of display squares, and the main color tone associ-
ated with the object ID. The display position is information
indicating the arrangement position of the object and indi-
cates the position where the representative point of the
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object is arranged. This display position is similar to the
position information in the object information shown in FIG.
3. The number of display squares is information indicating
the size and number of squares of the region required to
overlay and display the object O on the image in real space.
The example shown in FIG. 6 illustrates that a rectangular
region formed of squares in three columns and four rows is
required to display the object O. The main color tone is
information indicating the main color tone of the object O
and, in the present embodiment, is indicated by data in RGB
representation, for example.

The image analysis unit 16 extracts a display candidate
region for correcting the display position of the object from
the image P in real space divided into squares M. The image
analysis unit 16 extracts, for example, a region constituted
with a single color as a display candidate region from the
image P in real space divided into squares M. In other words,
all the squares M included in the display candidate region
thus extracted have a single color. The image analysis unit
16 may extract a region constituted with similar colors as a
display candidate region from the image P in real space
divided into squares M. The similar colors in the present
embodiment are defined as the group of colors whose color
tones are included in a predetermined range. As a more
specific example, when the color of each square M is
represented in the RGB representation format, the image
analysis unit 16 can refer to the respective predetermined
higher-order bits of the R, G, and B values representing the
color of each square M and extract the region constituted
with the squares M whose higher-order bits referred to
match, as a display candidate region. The colors of all the
squares M thus extracted are included in color tones in a
predetermined range.

The image analysis unit 16 temporarily stores information
about the extracted display candidate region. FIG. 7 is a
diagram showing an example of the display candidate region
extracted by the image analysis unit 16. As shown in FIG. 7,
display candidate regions A,, A,, and A, are extracted from
the image P in real space in which the grid G has been set.
FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of information
about the display candidate regions temporarily stored by
the image analysis unit 16. As shown in FIG. 8, the image
analysis unit 16 stores region information and a main color
tone associated with a display candidate region ID identi-
fying a display candidate region, as information about the
display candidate region. The region information includes
the number N of squares M constituting the display candi-
date region A and information R specifying the squares M.
The information R specifying the squares M may be the
group of coordinates of all the squares M located on the
outer periphery of the display candidate region A or may be
the group of coordinates of all the squares M included in the
display candidate region A. The main color tone is the
primary color tone of the display candidate region A. The
image analysis unit 16 acquires, as a main color tone, for
example, a color such as the color that the greatest number
of squares M have among the colors of the squares M
included in the display candidate region A or the average
color of the squares M included in the display candidate
region A, and temporarily stores the acquired color. The
image analysis unit 16 sends information about the size and
main color tone of the region that the object O occupies in
the image in real space, and information about the display
candidate region A to the pattern extraction unit 17.

The pattern extraction unit 17 is a unit that extracts a
region where an object is easily visually recognized when
the object is overlaid and displayed on the image in real
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space, from the image in real space, based on the informa-
tion about the size and color of the object O and the
information about the color of the image in real space that
are acquired by the image analysis unit 16. The processing
performed by the pattern extraction unit 17 is described
more specifically with reference to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 is a
diagram showing examples of the extracted pattern extracted
from the display candidate region A.

In the present embodiment, the pattern extraction unit 17
extracts a region having the size equal to or greater than the
size of the object O and having a single color, as an extracted
pattern from the display candidate region A. A rectangular
region formed of squares M in three columns and four rows
is required to display the object O in the present embodi-
ment. The pattern extraction unit 17 therefore extracts a
region R, constituted with squares M having a single color
as an extracted pattern from the display candidate region A,
as shown in FIG. 9(a).

The pattern extraction unit 17 may extract a region having
the size equal to or greater than the size of the object O and
having color tones in a predetermined range, as an extracted
pattern from the display candidate region A. In this case, if
the colors of all the squares included in the region R, have
color tones in a predetermined range, the pattern extraction
unit 17 extracts the region R, as an extracted pattern from
the display candidate region A.

When the object O is overlaid on the image in real space,
the color tone of the section that is hidden under the object
O and cannot be visually recognized in the image in real
space does not affect the visibility of the object O. By
contrast, the color tone of the section overlaid with the outer
periphery of the object O in the image in real space affects
the visibility of the object O. For this reason, the pattern
extraction unit 17 may extract a region having the size equal
to or greater than the object O and including a section
overlaid with the outer periphery of the object O when the
object O is overlaid has a single color, as an extracted pattern
from the display candidate region A. When the object O
shown in FIG. 5 is overlaid on the image in real space, the
object O requires a rectangular region formed of squares M
in three columns and four rows, and the outer periphery of
the object O is overlaid on the hatched squares M in a region
R, as shown in FIG. 9(b). In this case, if, of the squares M
included in the region R,, all the hatched squares M have a
single color, the pattern extraction unit 17 extracts this
region R, as an extracted pattern from the display candidate
region A.

The pattern extraction unit 17 may extract a region having
the size equal to or greater than the size of the object O and
including a section overlaid with the outer periphery of the
object O when the object O is overlaid has color tones in a
predetermined range, as an extracted pattern from the dis-
play candidate region A. In this case, if, of the squares M
included in the region R,, the colors of all the hatched
squares M have color tones in a predetermined range, the
pattern extraction unit 17 extracts this region R, as an
extracted pattern from the display candidate region A.

When the object O is overlaid on the image in real space,
it is expected that the visibility of the object O be improved
as a region overlaid with the object O and occupied by a
single color increases in the image in real space. For this
reason, the pattern extraction unit 17 may extract a region
having the size equal to or greater than the size of the object
O and including a section occupied by a single color is
included in at least a predetermined proportion, as an
extracted pattern from the display candidate region A. Spe-
cifically, in the case where a rectangular region formed of
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squares M in three columns and four rows is required to
display the object O in the present embodiment, if the
hatched squares M having a single color make up at least a
predetermined proportion of the squares M included in a
rectangular region R; formed of squares M in three columns
and four rows, as shown in FIG. 9(c), the pattern extraction
unit 17 extracts the region R, as an extracted pattern from
the display candidate region A.

The pattern extraction unit 17 may extract a region having
the size equal to or greater than the object O and including
a section having color tones in a predetermined range is
included in at least a predetermined proportion, as an
extracted pattern from the display candidate region A. Spe-
cifically, in the case where a rectangular region formed of
squares M in three columns and four rows is required to
display the object O in the present embodiment, if the
hatched squares M having color tones in a predetermined
range make up at least a predetermined proportion of the
squares M included in the rectangular region R; formed of
squares M in three columns and four rows, as shown in FIG.
9(c), the pattern extraction unit 17 extracts the region R, as
an extracted pattern from the display candidate region A.

The display position correction unit 18 is a unit that
corrects the display position of the object O to the extracted
pattern extracted by the pattern extraction unit 17. Specifi-
cally, in the case where the original display position of the
object O is set or stored as position information in the object
database 12, for example, the display position correction
unit 18 changes the display position of the object O from the
original display position to the position of the extracted
pattern extracted by the pattern extraction unit 17.

If a plurality of extracted patterns are extracted by the
pattern extraction unit 17, the display position correction
unit 18 may correct the display position of the object O to
the region closest to the original display position of the
object O. In some cases, the pattern extraction unit 17 may
extract a plurality of extracted patterns as candidates for the
display position for improvement in visibility of the object
O. In this case, the display position correction unit 18
corrects the display position of the object O to the region
closest to the original display position of the object O. The
object O is displayed in relation to a predetermined position
to provide various pieces of information related to its
arrangement position. Even though the display position is
corrected for improvement in visibility, the display position
is corrected to the region closest to the original display
position of the object O, thereby preventing reduction of
informativeness of the object O.

The display position correction unit 18 may correct the
display position of the object O when the color tone of the
object O and the color tone of the extracted pattern have a
predetermined contrast relationship, based on the informa-
tion about the color of the object O acquired by the image
acquisition unit 16 and the information about the color of the
extracted pattern extracted by the pattern extraction unit 17.
For example, when the color tone of the object O resembles
the color tone of the extracted pattern, the visibility of the
object O is less improved even if the display position of the
object O is corrected to the position of the extracted pattern.
Accordingly, when the color tone of the object O and the
color tone of the extracted pattern have a predetermined
contrast relationship, correction of the display position of
the object O is made, thereby facilitating visual recognition
of the object O. The determination of the contrast between
the color tones can be performed using a well-known hue
circle. Specifically, the colors at the position opposite to the
main color tone of the object O and on the periphery thereof
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in a hue circle are extracted as contrast colors. Then, if the
main color tone of the extracted pattern corresponds to the
contrast colors, the display position correction unit 18 makes
correction of the display position of the object O. The range
of contrast colors is preset.

The display position correction unit 18 acquires the
determination result as to the degree of relevance position
dependency to the original display position of the object O
that is sent from the position dependency determination unit
13. The display position correction unit 18 may make
correction of the display position of the object O when the
position dependency of the object O is lower than a prede-
termined degree. A high position dependency of the object
O means that the relevance to display position of the object
O is high, so if the object O is displayed at a position
different from the original display position, the information
provided by the object O to the user is likely to be inap-
propriate. In the present embodiment, the display position of
the object O is corrected when the position dependency is
lower than a predetermined degree, thereby preventing
reduction of informativeness of the object O.

The display unit 19 is a unit that overlays and displays the
object O on the image in real space at the display position
corrected by the display position correction unit 18. FIG.
10(a) shows an example in which the object is overlaid and
displayed on the image in real space before correction of the
display position. FIG. 10(5) shows an example in which the
object is overlaid and displayed on the image in real space
after correction of the display position. As shown in FIG.
10(a), when the color tones of the region where the object
0O, is overlaid and displayed in the image in real space are
complicated, the visibility of the object O, is low. By
contrast, as shown in FIG. 10(5), in the present embodiment,
the display position of the object Oy is corrected to the
region where color tones are not complicated in the image in
real space, resulting in good visibility of the object Og.

The operation of the object display device 1 with the
object display method in the present embodiment is
described with reference to FIG. 11 and FIG. 12. FIG. 11 is
a timing chart showing processing of the object display
method. FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing processing of the
pattern extraction process in FIG. 11.

First, the object information acquisition unit 11 acquires
object information (S1, the object information acquisition
step). The position dependency determination unit 13 deter-
mines the relevance to the original arrangement position
indicated by the position information of the object, based on
the position dependency included in the object information
(S2). If it is determined that the position dependency is low,
the process procedure proceeds to step S3. If it is not
determined that the position dependency is low, the process
procedure proceeds to step S13.

In step S3, the image acquisition unit 15 acquires an
image in real space captured by the camera 14 (S3, the image
acquisition step). The image analysis unit 16 then sets a grid
having a predetermined spacing in the image in real space
(S4). The setting of the grid divides the image in real space
into squares. The image analysis unit 16 then sets a color for
each square.

The image analysis unit 16 then acquires the size of a
region (the number of squares) required to overlay and
display the object on the image in real space by comparing
the size of image data of the object to be displayed with the
sizes of the grid and the squares set in the image in real space
(S5, the image analysis unit). The image analysis unit 16
then acquires the main color tone that is the primary color
tone of the object O (S5, the image analysis step).
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The image analysis unit 16 extracts a display candidate
region for correcting the display position of the object, from
the image P in real space divided into squares M (S6, the
image analysis step). The display candidate region is, for
example, a region constituted with squares having a single
color or a region constituted with squares having similar
colors. The image analysis unit 16 determines the main color
tone of the extracted display candidate region (S6, the image
analysis step). The processing shown in step S6 is not
essential processing in the present embodiment. Specifically,
the object display device 1 in the present embodiment may
perform the pattern extraction process described later not on
the display candidate region but on the image in real space
without extracting a display candidate region.

The pattern extraction unit 17 then performs the pattern
extraction process (S7, the pattern extraction step). The
pattern extraction process is described in details with refer-
ence to FIG. 12.

The pattern extraction unit 17 sets a pattern manner of the
extracted pattern (S21). For example, pattern manners listed
below are successively set with a square set in step S4 as one
unit

(1) all the squares included in a region having the size
required to overlay and display the object;

(ii) of all the squares included in a region having the size
required to overlay and display the object, the squares
overlaid with the outer periphery of the object; and

(iii) of all the squares included in a region having the size
required to overlay and display the object, at least a prede-
termined proportion or number of squares.

In the present embodiment, in step S21, the pattern
extraction unit 17 sets the pattern (i) as a pattern manner.

The pattern extraction unit 17 attempts to extract a region
having the size required to overlay and display the object
and being constituted with squares having a single color, as
an extracted pattern from the display candidate region (S22).
If an extracted pattern is extracted in step S22, the process
procedure ends (S23). If an extracted pattern is not extracted
in step S22, the process procedure proceeds to step S24
(S23).

In step S24, the pattern extraction unit 17 attempts to
extract a region having the size required to overlay and
display the object and being constituted with squares having
similar colors, as an extracted pattern from the display
candidate region (S24). It is noted that the similar colors are
defined as the group of colors having color tones in a
predetermined range. If an extracted pattern is extracted in
step S24, the process procedure ends (S25). If an extracted
pattern is not extracted in step S24, the process procedure
proceeds to step S26 (S25).

In step S26, the pattern extraction unit 17 determines
whether the settings of all the pattern manners have been
done (S26). In the present embodiment, it is determined
whether the setting has been done for each of the pattern
manners (1) to (iii) as described above. If it is determined that
the settings of all the pattern manners have been done, the
process procedure ends. If it is not determined that the
settings of all the pattern manners have been done, the
process procedure proceeds to step S27. For example, when
pattern extraction is performed with the pattern manner (i)
being set, pattern extraction with the pattern manners (ii) and
(iii) is not performed. In this case, it is not determined that
the settings of all the pattern manners have been done.

In step S27, the pattern extraction unit 17 changes the
pattern manners. Specifically, the pattern extraction unit 17
successively changes the pattern manners so as to increase
the possibility that an extracted pattern is extracted. More
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specifically, the possibility that an extracted pattern is
extracted with the pattern manners as described above is the
lowest with the pattern manner (i) and the highest with the
pattern manner (iii). Therefore, when pattern extraction is
performed with the pattern manner (i) being set, the pattern
extraction unit 17 changes the pattern manner to (ii).

After the processing in step S27 is performed, the process
procedure returns to step S22. In this way, the processing in
step S22 to S27 is repeated with the pattern manners being
changed. The pattern extraction unit 17 sends information
about the extracted pattern extracted or information indicat-
ing that an extracted pattern is not extracted, to the display
position correction unit 18.

Referring to FIG. 11 again, in step S8, the display position
correction unit 18 determines whether there exists an
extracted pattern (S8). If it is determined that there exists an
extracted pattern, the process procedure proceeds to step S9.
If it is not determined that there exists an extracted pattern,
the process procedure proceeds to step S13.

The display position correction unit 18 then determines
whether there exist a plurality of extracted patterns (S9). If
it is determined that there exist a plurality of extracted
patterns, the process procedure proceeds to step S10. If it is
not determined that there exist a plurality of extracted
patterns, the process procedure proceeds to step S11.

In step S10, the display position correction unit 18 selects
the extracted pattern located closest to the original display
position of the object (S10). The display position correction
unit 18 then determines whether the main color tone of the
selected extracted pattern corresponds to a predetermined
contrast color to the main color tone of the object (S11). If
it is determined that the main color tone of the extracted
pattern corresponds to a predetermined contrast color to the
main color tone of the object, the process procedure pro-
ceeds to step S12. If it is not determined that the main color
tone of the extracted pattern corresponds to a predetermined
contrast color to the main color tone of the object, the
process procedure proceeds to step S13.

In step S12, the display position correction unit 18 cor-
rects the display position of the object to the extracted
pattern extracted by the pattern extraction unit 17. The
display unit 19 then overlays and displays the object at the
display position corrected by the display position correction
unit 18 in the image in real space (S12, the display position
correction step, the display step).

In step S13, the display unit 19 overlays and displays the
object at the original arrangement position indicated by the
position information of the object, without correcting the
display position of the object (S13). The process in the
present embodiment thus ends.

If it is not determined that there exists an extracted pattern
in step S8, or if it is not determined that the main color tone
of the extracted pattern corresponds to a predetermined
contrast color to the main color tone of the object in step
S11, the process procedure may return to step S4. In the case
where the process procedure returns to step S4 in this
manner, the processing after step S4 is repeated with the
conditions of setting a grid in step S4 or the conditions of
extracting a display candidate region in step S6 being
changed so as to increase the possibility that an extracted
pattern is extracted. For example, in step S4, the conditions
of setting a grid can be changed so as to increase the spacing
of the grid and to increase the size of the square formed in
the grid, thereby increasing the possibility that an extracted
pattern is extracted. In step S6, the conditions of extracting
a display candidate region can be changed so as to expand
the range of color tones with which similar colors are
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determined, thereby increasing the possibility that an
extracted pattern is extracted.

In the object display device 1 and the object display
method in the present embodiment as described above, the
pattern extraction unit 17 extracts a region where an object
is easily visually recognized when the object is overlaid and
displayed in an image in real space, from the image in real
space, based on information about the size and color of the
object and information about the color of the image in real
space that are acquired by the image analysis unit 16, and the
display position correction unit 18 corrects the display
position of the object to this region. This facilitates visual
recognition of the object and enhances various effects, such
as informativeness, brought about by the displaying of the
object in the image in real space.

The present invention has been described in details above
based on an embodiment thereof. However, the present
invention is not limited to the foregoing embodiment. The
present invention is susceptible to various modifications in
a range that does not deviate from the spirit of the invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention allows an object to be overlaid and
displayed at a position where it is easily visually recognized
in an image in real space, in AR technology.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 ... object display device, 10 . . . position information
acquisition unit, 11 . . . object information acquisition
unit, 12 . . . object database, 13 . . . position dependency

determination unit, 14 . . . camera, 15 . . . image
acquisition unit, 16 . . . image analysis unit, 17 . . .
pattern extraction unit, 18 . . . display position correc-

tion unit, 19 . . . display unit, A, A, A, . . . display
candidate region, G . . . grid, M . . . square, O . . . object.

The invention claimed is:

1. An object display device overlaying and displaying an
object at a predetermined position in an image in real space,
the object display device comprising:

processing circuitry configured to

acquire object information about an object,

acquire an image in real space;

acquire information about a size and color of the
acquired object and information about a color of the
acquired image in real space,

analyze the image and extract a region from the image
in real space, based on the acquired information
about the size and color of the object and the
acquired information about the color of the image in
real space by determining a region having a size
equal to or greater than the size of the object and
including a section overlaid with an outer periphery
of the object when the object is overlaid onto the
image in real space and the section not including a
portion of the region that is hidden by the object
when the object is overlaid onto the image in real
space, the section having color tones in a predeter-
mined range which have a predetermined contrast
relationship to a color of the object, and

correct a display position of the object to the extracted
region; and

a display configured to overlay and display the object at

the corrected display position.

2. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein
the processing circuitry extracts a region having a size equal
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to or greater than the size of the object and having a single
color from the image in real space.

3. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein
the processing circuitry extracts a region having a size equal
to or greater than the size of the object and having color
tones in a predetermined range from the image in real space.

4. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein
the processing circuitry is further configured to extract a
region from the image in real space by determining a region
having a size equal to or greater than the size of the object
and including a section overlaid with an outer periphery of
the object when the object is overlaid onto the image in real
space and the section not including a portion of the region
that is hidden by the object when the object is overlaid onto
the image in real space, the section having a single color
which has a predetermined contrast relationship to a color of
the object.

5. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein
processing circuitry is further configured to extract a region
from the image in real space having a size equal to or greater
than the size of the object and including a section occupied
by a single color at least a predetermined proportion in area
from the image in real space.

6. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein
the processing circuitry is further configured to extract a
region having a size equal to or greater than the size of the
object and including a section having color tones in a
predetermined range at least a predetermined proportion in
area from the image in real space.

7. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein

the processing circuitry is further configured to extract

regions from the image in real space each having a
single color or color tones in a predetermined range as
display candidate regions from the acquired image in
real space, and

the processing circuitry extracts a region from the image

in real space having a predetermined contrast relation-
ship with the object from the extracted display candi-
date regions.

8. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein
when the processing circuitry is further configured to extract
a plurality of regions from the image in real space, the
processing circuitry corrects the display position of the
object to a region closest to an original display position of
the object.

9. The object display device according to claim 1, wherein

the object information includes position dependency indi-

cating a degree of relevance to the display position of
the object, and

the processing circuitry corrects the display position of

the object when the position dependency is lower than
a predetermined degree.

10. An object display method performed in an object
display device that overlays and displays an object at a
predetermined position in an image in real space, the object
display method comprising:

acquiring, by processing circuitry of the object display

device, object information about an object;

acquiring, by the processing circuitry, an image in real

space;

10

15

25

35

40

45

55

16

acquiring, by the processing circuitry, information about
a size and color of the acquired object and information
about a color of the acquired image in real space;

analyzing the image and extracting, by the processing
circuitry, a region from the image in real space, based
on the acquired information about the size and color of
the object and the acquired information about the color
of the image in real space by determining a region
having a size equal to or greater than the size of the
object and including a section overlaid with an outer
periphery of the object when the object is overlaid onto
the image in real space and the section not including a
portion of the region that is hidden by the object when
the object is overlaid onto the image in real space, the
section having color tones in a predetermined range
which have a predetermined contrast relationship to a
color of the object;

correcting, by the processing circuitry, a display position

of the object to the extracted region; and

displaying and overlaying, by a display, the object at the

corrected display position.

11. A non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium for storing therein a computer program that
includes instructions which when executed by an object
display device that overlays and displays an object at a
predetermined position in an image in real space causes the
object display device to execute a method comprising:

acquiring, by processing circuitry of the object display

device, object information about an object;

acquiring, by the processing circuitry, an image in real

space;
acquiring, by the processing circuitry, information about
a size and color of the acquired object and information
about a color of the acquired image in real space;

analyzing the image and extracting, by the processing
circuitry, a region from the image in real space, based
on the acquired information about the size and color of
the object and the acquired information about the color
of the image in real space by determining a region
having a size equal to or greater than the size of the
object and including a section overlaid with an outer
periphery of the object when the object is overlaid onto
the image in real space and the section not including a
portion of the region that is hidden by the object when
the object is overlaid onto the image in real space, the
section having color tones in a predetermined range
which have a predetermined contrast relationship to a
color of the object;

correcting, by the processing circuitry, a display position

of the object to the extracted region; and

displaying and overlaying, by a display, the object at the

corrected display position.

12. The object display device according to claim 1,
wherein the processing circuitry extracts the region from the
image in real space by dividing the image into M square
regions, M being an integer value, and determining a portion
of the M squares having a size equal to or greater than the
size of the object, and the section overlaid with an outer
periphery of the object corresponds to the outermost M
squares of the determined portion of the M squares.
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