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1
PORT TAP CABLE HAVING IN-LINE
FURCATION FOR PROVIDING LIVE
OPTICAL CONNECTIONS AND TAP
OPTICAL CONNECTION IN A FIBER OPTIC
NETWORK, AND RELATED SYSTEMS,
COMPONENTS, AND METHODS

BACKGROUND

The disclosure relates generally to providing fiber optic
connections in fiber optic equipment, and more particularly to
port tap fiber optic cables, which may be used to support both
live fiber optic connections and tap connections for monitor-
ing the live fiber optic connections in fiber optic networks.

Benefits of utilizing optical fiber include extremely wide
bandwidth and low noise operation. Because of these advan-
tages, optical fiber is increasingly being used for a variety of
applications, including but not limited to broadband voice,
video, and data transmission. Fiber optic networks employing
optical fiber are being developed for use in delivering voice,
video, and data transmissions to subscribers over both private
and public networks. These fiber optic networks often include
separated connection points linking optical fibers to provide
“live fiber” from one connection point to another. In this
regard, fiber optic equipment is located in data distribution
centers or central offices to support live fiber interconnec-
tions. For example, the fiber optic equipment can support
interconnections between servers, storage area networks
(SANs), and/or other equipment at data centers. Interconnec-
tions may be further supported by fiber optic patch panels or
modules.

Fiber optic equipment is customized based on application
and connection bandwidth needs. The fiber optic equipment
is typically included in housings that are mounted in equip-
ment racks to optimize use of space. Many data center opera-
tors or network providers also wish to monitor traffic in their
networks. Monitoring devices typically monitor data traffic
for security threats, performance issues and transmission
optimization, for example. Typical users for monitoring tech-
nology are highly regulated industries like financial, health-
care or other industries that wish to monitor data traffic for
archival records, security purposes, and the like. Thus, moni-
toring devices allow analysis of network traffic and can use
different architectures, including an active architecture such
as SPAN (i.e., mirroring) ports, or passive architectures such
as port taps. Passive port taps in particular have the advantage
of not altering the time relationships of frames, grooming
data, or filtering out physical layer packets with errors, and
are not dependent on network load.

However, some port tap solutions require a large equip-
ment footprint and may be customized to integrate into spe-
cific types of fiber optic networks. For example, structured
cabling solutions that employ fiber optic modules may
include specialized port tap modules that occupy rack space
and are not easily integrated into other types of fiber optic
networks. Accordingly, there is a need for a port tap solution
that provides more universal compatibility and a smaller foot-
print.

No admission is made that any reference cited herein con-
stitutes prior art. Applicant expressly reserves the right to
challenge the accuracy and pertinence of any cited docu-
ments.

SUMMARY

Embodiments include a port tap cable for supporting live
optical connections and tap connections in a fiber optic net-
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work. A furcation is provided in-line with the port tap cable
and encloses one or more fiber optic splitters. For example,
the furcation may be provided as a furcation plug, a shrink
wrap connection, or other connection. A live input fiber optic
cable leg having one or more input optical fibers is optically
connected to the furcation, with each live input optical fiber
optically connected to a live input of a corresponding fiber
optic splitter. A live output fiber optic cable leg having one or
more live output optical fibers is optically connected to the
furcation, with each live output optical fiber optically con-
nected to alive output of a corresponding fiber optic splitter to
pass the live optical signal. Further, a tap output fiber optic
cable leg having one or more tap output optical fibers is
optically connected to the furcation, with each tap output
optical fiber optically connected to a tap output of a corre-
sponding fiber optic splitter to pass part of the live optical
signal to the tap connection as a tap optical signal. This
arrangement allows for monitoring of optical signals within
an active fiber optic network without the need for interrupting
network operations. This arrangement also allows for moni-
toring individual ports in an existing network installation.

One embodiment of the disclosure relates to a port tap
cable for supporting at least one live optical connection and at
least one tap optical connection in a fiber optic network. The
port tap cable comprises at least one live input fiber optic
cable leg having at least one live input optical fiber, and at
least one live output fiber optic cable leg having at least one
live output optical fiber. The port tap cable further comprises
a furcation optically connected in-line between the at least
one live input fiber optic cable leg and the at least one live
output fiber optic cable leg. The furcation encloses at least one
fiber optic splitter, each having a live input optically con-
nected to one of the at least one live input optical fiber, a live
output optically connected to one of the at least one live
output optical fiber, and a tap output. The port tap cable
further comprises at least one tap output fiber optic cable leg
having at least one tap output optical fibers optically con-
nected to the furcation. Each of the at least one tap output
optical fibers is optically connected to a tap output of one of
the at least one fiber optic splitter.

An additional embodiment of the disclosure relates to a
port tap cable for supporting a plurality of live optical con-
nections and plurality of tap optical connections in a fiber
optic network. The port tap cable comprises at least one live
input fiber optic cable leg and a plurality of live input optical
fibers disposed in the at least one live input fiber optic cable
leg. The port tap cable also comprises a plurality of combined
output fiber optic cable legs having at least one live output
optical fiber and at least one tap output optical fiber. A furca-
tion is optically connected in-line between the at least one live
input fiber optic cable leg and the plurality of combined
output fiber optic cable legs. The furcation encloses at least
one fiber optic splitter. Each fiber optic splitter has a live input
optically connected to one of the at least one live input optical
fiber, a live output optically connected to one of the at least
one live output optical fiber, and a tap output optically con-
nected to one of the at least one tap output optical fiber.

An additional embodiment of the disclosure relates to a
system for supporting at least one live optical connection and
at least one tap optical connection in a fiber optic network.
The system comprises a first fiber optic component having at
least one fiber optic output, a second fiber optic component
having at least one fiber optic input, and at least one port tap
cable optically connected between the first fiber optic com-
ponent and the second fiber optic component. The port tap
cable comprises at least one live input fiber optic cable leg
having at least one live input optical fiber, and at least one live
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output fiber optic cable leg having at least one live output
optical fiber. A furcation is optically connected in-line
between the at least one live input fiber optic cable leg and the
at least one live output fiber optic cable leg, and encloses at
least one fiber optic splitter. Each fiber optic splitter has a live
input optically connected to one of the at least one live input
optical fiber, a live output optically connected to one of the at
least one live output optical fiber, and a tap output. The port
tap cable further comprises at least one tap output fiber optic
cable leg having at least one tap output optical fiber optically
connected to the furcation. Each tap output optical fiber is
optically connected to a tap output of one of the at least one
fiber optic splitter. In addition, one of the at least one port tap
cable is optically connected between the first fiber optic com-
ponent and the second fiber optic component such that the live
input fiber optic cable leg of the port tap cable is optically
connected to the at least one fiber optic output of the first fiber
optic component, and the live output fiber optic cable leg of
the port tap cable is optically connected to the at least one
fiber optic input of the second fiber optic component.

An additional embodiment of the disclosure relates to a
method of assembling a port tap cable for supporting at least
one live optical connection and at least one tap optical con-
nection in a fiber optic network. The method comprises opti-
cally connecting at least one live input optical fiber of at least
one live input fiber optic cable leg to a live input of at least one
optical splitter. The method further comprises optically con-
necting at least one live output optical fiber of at least one live
output fiber optic cable leg to a live output of the at least one
optical splitter. The method further comprises optically con-
necting at least one tap output optical fiber of at least one tap
output fiber optic cable leg to a tap output of the at least one
optical splitter. The method further comprises enclosing the at
least one optical splitter within a furcation such that each of
the at least one live input fiber optic cable leg, at least one live
output fiber optic cable leg, and the tap output fiber optic cable
leg is optically connected to the furcation.

Additional features and advantages will be set forth in the
detailed description which follows, and in part will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art from the description or
recognized by practicing the embodiments as described in the
written description and claims hereof, as well as the appended
drawings.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are merely
exemplary, and are intended to provide an overview or frame-
work to understand the nature and character of the claims.

The accompanying drawings are included to provide a
further understanding, and are incorporated in and constitute
a part of this specification. The drawings illustrate one or
more embodiment(s), and together with the description serve
to explain principles and operation of the various embodi-
ments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a portion of a fiber optic network having
a plurality of fiber optic modules interconnected by a fiber
optic cable according to the prior art;

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of a port tap cable
having an in-line furcation for supporting one live optical
connection and one tap optical connection in a fiber optic
network according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 illustrates a port tap cable according to the embodi-
ment of FIG. 2 having an in-line furcation plug for supporting
the one live optical connection and one tap optical connection
in a fiber optic network;
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FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic diagram ofa portion of a fiber
optic network having two live fiber optic modules and one tap
module interconnected by a port tap cable of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic diagram of a port tap cable
having an in-line furcation for supporting two live optical
connections and two tap optical connections in a fiber optic
network according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6 illustrates a schematic diagram of a port tap cable
having an in-line furcation for supporting two live optical
connections and two tap optical connections in a pair of
combined output fiber optic cable legs in a fiber optic network
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic diagram of a port tap cable
having an in-line furcation for supporting two live optical
connections in a single live output fiber optic cable leg and
two tap optical connections in a single tap output optical cable
leg in a fiber optic network according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 8 illustrates a schematic diagram of a port tap cable
having an in-line furcation for supporting twelve live optical
connections in a single live output fiber optic cable leg and
twelve tap optical connections in a single tap output optical
cable leg in a fiber optic network according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 9 illustrates a schematic diagram of a port tap cable
having an in-line furcation for supporting twelve live optical
connections in twelve individual live output fiber optic cable
legs and twelve tap optical connections in twelve individual
tap output fiber optic cable legs in a fiber optic network
according to an exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 10 illustrates a schematic diagram of a port tap cable
having an in-line furcation for supporting twelve live optical
connections and twelve tap optical connections in twelve
combined output fiber optic cable legs in a fiber optic network
according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments include a port tap cable for supporting live
optical connections and tap connections in a fiber optic net-
work. One or more fiber optic splitters receive an optical
signal from a live input optical fiber of a live input fiber optic
cable leg. Each fiber optic splitter splits each optical signal
and transmits the signal to a live output optical fiber of a live
output fiber optic cable leg and a tap output optical fiber of a
tap output fiber optic cable leg. The one or more splitters are
enclosed in a furcation, such as a furcation plug, that is dis-
posed in-line with the fiber optic cable legs, thereby forming
a port tap cable that allows for monitoring of optical signals
within an active fiber optic network without the need for
interrupting network operations. This arrangement also
allows for monitoring individual ports in an existing network
installation.

Before turning to the embodiments described herein, a
portion of a conventional fiber optic network 10 is illustrated
in FIG. 1 to illustrate the desirability of providing a port tap
cable having an in-line furcation for supporting tap connec-
tions, as described herein. FIG. 1 illustrates a simplified view
of'a portion of a fiber optic network 10 having a plurality of
exemplary interconnected fiber optic components, such as
fiber optic modules 12, having one or more live fiber optic
cables 14 optically connected there between. Each fiber optic
cable 14 includes one or more fiber optic connectors 16 on
each end, which connect to one or more fiber optic ports 18 on
each module 12 or other component. One or more live optical
signals is carried by the fiber optic cable 14 between the
modules 12 and other components. However, this conven-
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tional arrangement does not allow for monitoring live traffic
on the network 10 without interrupting network operation.

To address the problem of monitoring live network traffic
without interrupting network operation, port tap devices,
such as the port tap cables disclosed herein and described in
greater detail below, may provide a traffic visibility fabric
between high speed network connections and the multiple
tools used to analyze the traffic. Using the embodiments
described herein, a tap device can scale to thousands of con-
nections and replicate traffic to a smaller set of centralized
multi-functional tools consistently reducing capital expenses
and operational expenses as installation is scaled up to meet
growing demand. The tap device can securely access critical
traffic at a fraction of the cost and enhances the visibility of all
the traffic, anywhere on the network.

Embodiments disclosed herein thus provide infrastructure
architects, managers and operators real time visibility into the
traffic traversing both physical and virtual networks without
affecting the performance or stability of the production envi-
ronment. In this regard, FIG. 2 illustrates a respective sche-
matic diagram of a port tap cable 22 for supporting one live
optical connection and a tap optical connection in a fiber optic
network according to an exemplary embodiment. The port tap
cable 22 comprises a live input fiber optic cable leg 24 having
one live input optical fiber 26, and a live output fiber optic
cable leg 28 having one live output optical fiber 30. A furca-
tion 32 is optically connected in-line between the live input
fiber optic cable leg 24 and the live output fiber optic cable leg
28. The furcation 32 encloses a fiber optic splitter 34 having
a live input 36, a live output 38, and a tap output 40. The live
input 36 is optically connected to the live input optical fiber
26, and the live output 38 is optically connected to the live
output optical fiber 30. A tap output fiber optic cable leg 42
having atap output optical fiber 44 is also optically connected
to the furcation 32. The tap output optical fiber 44 of the tap
output fiber optic cable leg 42 is optically connected to a tap
output 40 of the fiber optic splitter 34. Each of the fiber optic
cable legs 24, 28, 42 may also terminate in one or more
connectors. In this embodiment, each of the fiber optic cable
legs 24, 28, 42 terminates in a simplex connector 46. In a
non-limiting example, the simplex connector 46 could be an
SC, LC or FC simplex or other connector.

FIG. 3 illustrates a port tap cable according to the embodi-
ment of FIG. 2 in which the furcation 32 is an in-line furcation
plug. In other embodiments, the furcation 32 may be a shrink
wrap or other suitable type of furcation. In this manner, a fiber
optic tap component may be optically connected or removed
from the tap output fiber optic cable leg without interrupting
a live signal being transmitted along the live input and live
output fiber optic cable legs 24, 28.

The live signal may be provided or received by a variety of
different fiber optic components or devices. In this regard,
FIG. 4 illustrates a simplified diagram of a portion of a net-
work 48 having a plurality of fiber optic components 50(1)
and 50(2), such as fiber optic modules, switches, devices, etc.,
having one or more port tap cables 22 optically connected
there between. In this embodiment, the live input fiber optic
cable leg 24 is optically connected to fiber optic component
50(1) and the live output fiber optic cable leg 28 is optically
connected to fiber optic component 50(2), thereby permitting
fiber optic component 50(1) to transmit a live optical signal
20L from fiber optic component 50(1) to fiber optic compo-
nent 50(2).

Atthe same time, another fiber optic component 52, such as
a separate fiber optic module, is optically connected to the tap
output fiber optic cable leg 42 of port tap cable 22, thereby
allowing the fiber optic component 52 to receive a tap optical
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signal 20T from fiber optic component 50(1). In this example,
each simplex connector 46 is optically connected to a comple-
mentary simplex fiber optic port 54 on each fiber optic com-
ponent 50(1), 50(2) and fiber optic component 52. In this and
other embodiments, tap optical signal 20T contains the same
information as live optical signal 20L.. Thus, the content of the
live optical signal 201 can be observed and monitored via the
tap optical signal 20T received by fiber optic component 52.
In this embodiment, the splitter 34 is a 70/30 splitter, and is
configured to split the live fiber optic signal 201 having 100%
strength received at live input 36 into a live optical signal 20L.
having 70% strength output from live output 38, and a tap
optical signal 20T having 30% strength output from tap out-
put 40. Other signal strength ratios may also be provided. For
example, in other embodiments, the differences in signal
strength output may be smaller (e.g., 60/40, 50/50), or greater
(e.g., 90/10). In this manner, port tap cable 22 and other port
tap cables described herein can be integrated into any type of
fiber optic network, including point-to-point networks, struc-
tured cabling installations, and other types of networks. As
will be shown in detail below, a number of other port tap
configurations are contemplated, and are applicable to
jumper, harness, trunk, and other types of fiber optic cable.

Embodiments that employ multiple live and/or tap connec-
tions are also contemplated. In this regard, FIG. 5 illustrates a
schematic diagram of a port tap cable 56 for supporting two
live optical connections and two tap optical connections in a
fiber optic network according to an exemplary embodiment.
The port tap cable 56 comprises one live input fiber optic
cable leg 24 having two live input optical fibers 26(1) and
26(2), and two live output fiber optic cable legs 28(1) and
28(2), each having a corresponding live output optical fiber
30(1), 30(2). Similar to FIG. 2, a furcation 32 is optically
connected in-line between the live input fiber optic cable leg
24 and the live output fiber optic cable legs 28(1), 28(2). The
furcation 32 encloses two fiber optic splitters 34(1) and 34(2)
each having a live input 36, a live output 38, and a tap output
40. Each live input 36 is optically connected to a correspond-
ing live input optical fiber 26(1), 26(2), and each live output
38 is optically connected to a corresponding live output opti-
calfiber30(1),30(2). A pair of tap output fiber optic cable legs
42(1) and 42(2), each having a corresponding tap output
optical fiber 44(1) and 44(2), are also optically connected to
the furcation 32. Each tap output optical fiber 44(1), 44(2) is
optically connected to a tap output 40 of a corresponding fiber
optic splitter 34(1), 34(2). As with FIG. 2, each of the fiber
optic cable legs 24, 28(1), 28(2), 42(1), 42(2) may also ter-
minate in one or more connectors. In this embodiment, for
example, live input fiber optic cable leg 24 terminates in a
duplex connector 58, while each live output fiber optic cable
leg 28(1), 28(2) and tap output fiber optic cable leg 42(1),
42(2) terminates in a simplex connector 46. In a non-limiting
example, the duplex connector 46 could be an SC, L.C or FC
duplex or other connector. This arrangement permits indi-
vidual live optical signals 20L(1), 20L.(2) to be routed to
different locations in a network, and simultaneously permits
individual live optical signals 20L.(1), 20L.(2) corresponding
to tap optical signals 20T(1), 20T(2) to be individually moni-
tored at one or more network locations as well.

In some embodiments, it may be advantageous to combine
complementary live and tap optical signals into one or more
combined output fiber optic cable legs, for example, to aid in
cable management and organization of matched pairs of live
and tap connections. In this regard, FIG. 6 illustrates a sche-
matic diagram view of a port tap cable 60 for supporting two
live optical connections and two tap optical connections in a
pair of combined output fiber optic cable legs 62 according to
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an exemplary embodiment. The port tap cable 60 comprises
one live input fiber optic cable leg 24 having two live input
optical fibers 26(1) and 26(2), and two combined output fiber
optic cable legs 62(1) and 62(2). Each combined output fiber
optic cable leg 62 includes one live output optical fiber 30 and
one corresponding tap output optical fiber 44. A furcation 32
is optically connected in-line between the live input fiber
optic cable leg 24 and the combined output fiber optic cable
legs 62(1), 62(2). Like FIG. 5 above, the furcation 32 encloses
two fiber optic splitters 34(1) and 34(2) each having a live
input 36, a live output 38, and a tap output 40. Each live input
36 is optically connected to a corresponding one of the live
input optical fibers 26(1) or 26(2), each live output 38 is
optically connected to a corresponding one of the live output
optical fibers 30(1) or 30(2), and each tap output 40 is opti-
cally connected to a corresponding one of the tap output
optical fibers 44(1) or 44(2). In this embodiment, the live
input fiber optic cable leg 24 and each of the combined output
fiber optic cable legs 62 terminate in a duplex connector 58.
This arrangement permits each combined output fiber optic
cable leg 62 to simultaneously output a live optical signal
20L(1) or 201.(2) and a corresponding tap optical signal 20T
(1) or 20T(2) to a common fiber optic component using a
single connector. One advantage of this arrangement is that it
is not necessary to keep track of the location of individual tap
connections in relation to their corresponding live connec-
tions, because each pair of live and tap output optical fibers
30, 44 is optically connected to a common duplex connector
58.

It may also be desirable to transmit multiple live optical
signals 20L to one fiber optic component port and to transmit
the corresponding tap optical signals 20T to another fiber
optic component or port, for example, to keep live and tap
connections physically separated for management and secu-
rity applications. In this regard, FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic
diagram view of a port tap cable 64 for supporting two live
output optical fibers 30(1) and 30(2) in a single live output
fiber optic cable leg 28 and two tap output optical fibers 44(1)
and 44(2) in a single tap output fiber optic cable leg 42
according to an exemplary embodiment. The port tap cable 64
comprises one live input fiber optic cable leg 24 having two
live input optical fibers 26(1) and 26(2), the live output fiber
optic cable leg 28 having the two live output optical fibers
30(1) and 30(2), and the tap output fiber optic cable leg 42
having the two tap output optical fibers 44(1) and 44(2). A
furcation 32 is optically connected in-line between the live
input fiber optic cable leg 24 and both the live output fiber
optic cable leg 28 and tap output fiber optic cable leg 42. Like
FIGS. 4 and 5 above, the furcation 32 encloses two fiber optic
splitters 34(1) and 34(2) each having a live input 36, a live
output 38, and a tap output 40. Each live input 36 is optically
connected to a corresponding one of the live input optical
fibers 26(1) or 26(2), each live output 38 is optically con-
nected to a corresponding one of the live output optical fibers
30(1) or 30(2), and each tap output 40 is optically connected
to a corresponding one of the tap output optical fibers 42(1) or
42(2). In this embodiment, the live input fiber optic cable leg
24, live output fiber optic cable leg 28, and the tap output fiber
optic cable leg 42 each terminate in a duplex connector 58.
This arrangement permits the routing of both live optical
signals 20L to one fiber optic device or port, and the routing
of'both tap optical signals 20T to another fiber optic device or
port.

The arrangement of FIG. 7 is not limited to two tap con-
nections. Instead, any number of combinations of legs, fibers,
connectors and live or tap connections may be employed. In
this regard, FIG. 8 illustrates a schematic diagram view of a
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port tap cable 66 for supporting twelve live output optical
fibers 30 in a single live output fiber optic cable leg 28 and
twelve tap output optical fibers 44 in a single tap output fiber
optic cable leg 42 according to an exemplary embodiment.
The port tap cable 66 comprises one live input fiber optic
cable leg 24 having twelve live input optical fibers 26(1)-26
(12), one live output fiber optic cable leg 28 having twelve live
output optical fibers 30(1)-30(12), and one tap output fiber
optic cable leg 42 having twelve tap output optical fibers
44(1)-44(12). A furcation 32 encloses twelve fiber optic split-
ters 34(1)-34(12) each having a live input 36, a live output 38,
and a tap output 40 (not labeled to simplity), and each opti-
cally connected in a manner similar to the arrangement of
FIG. 7, described above. In this embodiment, the live input
fiber optic cable leg 24, live output fiber optic cable leg 28,
and the tap output fiber optic cable leg 42 each terminate in a
multi-fiber connector 68. This arrangement permits the rout-
ing of a larger number of live optical signals 20L. to one fiber
optic device or port, and the routing of the corresponding
larger number of tap optical signals 20T to another fiber optic
device or port.

Other embodiments may include one fiber optic cable leg
having a multi-fiber connector at one of an input and an
output, and a plurality of individual fiber optic cable legs each
having a simplex or duplex connector at the other of the input
and the output. One advantage of this arrangement is that live
signals can be centrally managed via the multi-fiber connec-
tor while being distributed to and received from a plurality of
live and tap devices. In this regard, FIG. 9 illustrates a sche-
matic diagram view of a port tap cable 70 for supporting
twelve live output optical fibers 30 (not shown) in twelve
individual live output fiber optic cable legs 28(1)-28(12) and
twelve tap output optical fibers 44 (not shown) in twelve
individual tap output fiber optic cable legs 42(1)-42(12)
according to an exemplary embodiment. The port tap cable 70
comprises one live input fiber optic cable leg 24 having
twelve live input optical fibers 26(1)-26(12) optically con-
nected to a furcation 32 that encloses twelve fiber optic split-
ters 34(1)-34(12) each having a live input 36, a live output 38,
and atap output 40 (not shown to simplify), and each optically
connected in a manner similar to the arrangements described
above with respect to FIGS. 6 and 7. In this embodiment, the
live input fiber optic cable leg 24 terminates in a multi-fiber
connector 68, while each live output fiber optic cable leg 28
and each tap output fiber optic cable leg 42 terminates in a
simplex connector 46. In a non-limiting example, the multi-
fiber connector 46 could be an MPO, MTP or other connector.

In an alternative arrangement having advantages similar to
the embodiment of FIG. 6, FIG. 10 illustrates a schematic
diagram view of a port tap cable 72 for supporting twelve live
output optical fibers 30 (not shown) and twelve correspond-
ing tap output optical fibers 44 (not shown) in twelve com-
bined output fiber optic cable legs 62(1)-62(12) according to
an exemplary embodiment. Like the port tap cable 70 of FIG.
9, the port tap cable 72 of FIG. 10 comprises one live input
fiber optic cable leg 24 having twelve live input optical fibers
26(1)-26(12) optically connected to a furcation 32 that
encloses twelve fiber optic splitters 34(1)-34(12) each having
alive input 36, a live output 38, and a tap output 40 (not shown
to simplify), and each optically connected in a manner similar
to the arrangements described above with respect to FIGS. 7
and 8. In this embodiment, the live input fiber optic cable leg
24 terminates in a multi-fiber connector 68, while each com-
bined output fiber optic cable leg 62 terminates in a duplex
connector 58.

The above embodiments can be used in a number of dif-
ferent applications, including system monitoring, security
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and other applications where it is desirable to observe live
network traffic on a fiber optic network without interrupting
or interfering with network operation. In addition, the above
embodiments can be integrated into an existing system with-
out requiring the installation of a separate and expensive
standalone port tap solution.

In addition, the lengths of the various input and output legs
of the above embodiments are easily configurable to accom-
modate routing of different legs to different components,
including optical switches and devices. This permits the
physical separation of live ports and tap ports into separate
cabinets, installations, or locations in some embodiments.
One advantage of this arrangement is that, by physically
separating live and tap ports, an IT team can be granted
physical access to one area of the network containing live
ports, and security and/or compliance can be granted physical
access to another area of the network containing tap ports.

Unless otherwise expressly stated, it is in no way intended
that any method set forth herein be construed as requiring that
its steps be performed in a specific order. Accordingly, where
a method claim does not actually recite an order to be fol-
lowed by its steps or it is not otherwise specifically stated in
the claims or descriptions that the steps are to be limited to a
specific order, it is no way intended that any particular order
be inferred.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made without departing
from the spirit or scope of the invention. Since modifications
combinations, sub-combinations and variations of the dis-
closed embodiments incorporating the spirit and substance of
the invention may occur to persons skilled in the art, the
invention should be construed to include everything within
the scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A port tap cable for supporting at least one live optical
connection and at least one tap optical connection in a fiber
optic network, comprising:

at least one live input fiber optic cable leg having at least
one live input optical fiber;

at least one live output fiber optic cable leg having at least
one live output optical fiber;

a furcation connected in-line between the at least one live
input fiber optic cable leg and the at least one live output
fiber optic cable leg, and enclosing at least one fiber
optic splitter, wherein each fiber optic splitter has a live
input optically connected to one of the at least one live
input optical fiber, a live output optically connected to
one of the at least one live output optical fiber, and a tap
output; and

at least one tap output fiber optic cable leg having at least
one tap output optical fibers optically connected to the
furcation, wherein each of the at least one tap output
optical fibers is optically connected to atap output of one
of' the at least one fiber optic splitter.

2. The port tap cable of claim 1, further comprising at least
one input fiber optic connector terminating each of the at least
one live input fiber optic cable leg, at least one output fiber
optic connector terminating each of the at least one live output
fiber optic cable leg, and at least one tap fiber optic connector
terminating each of the at least one tap output fiber optic cable
leg.

3. The port tap cable of claim 2, wherein each of the at least
one input fiber optic connector, at least one output fiber optic
connector and at least one tap fiber optic connector is a sim-
plex connector.

4. The port tap cable of claim 3, wherein each of the at least
one input fiber optic connector, at least one output fiber optic
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connector and at least one tap fiber optic connector is selected
from a group consisting of an SC connector, an L.C connector,
and an FC connector.

5. The port tap cable of claim 2, wherein each of the at least
one input fiber optic connector, at least one output fiber optic
connector and at least one tap fiber optic connector is a duplex
connector.

6. The port tap cable of claim 5, wherein each of the at least
one input fiber optic connector, at least one output fiber optic
connector and at least one tap fiber optic connector is selected
from a group consisting of an SC connector and an LC con-
nector.

7. The port tap cable of claim 2, wherein each of the at least
one input fiber optic connector, at least one output fiber optic
connector and at least one tap fiber optic connector is a multi-
fiber connector.

8. The port tap cable of claim 7, wherein each of the at least
one input fiber optic connector, at least one output fiber optic
connector and at least one tap fiber optic connector is selected
from a group consisting of an MPO connector and an MTP
connector.

9. The port tap cable of claim 1, wherein each live input
fiber optic cable leg terminates in a multifiber fiber optic
connector, and each live output fiber optic cable leg and at
least one tap output fiber optic cable leg terminates in one of
simplex and a duplex connector.

10. The port tap cable of claim 1, wherein the at least one
live input optical fiber comprises a plurality of live input
optical fibers, the at least one live output optical fiber com-
prises a plurality of live output optical fibers, and the at least
one tap output optical fiber comprises a plurality of tap output
optical fibers.

11. The port tap cable of claim 10, wherein the plurality of
live input optical fibers comprises twelve live input optical
fibers, the plurality of live output optical fibers comprises
twelve live output optical fibers, and the plurality of tap
output optical fibers comprises twelve tap output optical
fibers.

12. The port tap cable of claim 11, further comprising a
multi-fiber input fiber optic connector terminating each live
input fiber optic cable leg, a multi-fiber output fiber optic
connector terminating each live output fiber optic cable leg,
and a multi-fiber tap fiber optic connector terminating each
tap output fiber optic cable leg.

13. The port tap cable of claim 12, wherein each of the at
least one multi-fiber input fiber optic connector, at least one
multi-fiber output fiber optic connector and at least one multi-
fiber tap fiber optic connector is selected from a group con-
sisting of an MPO connector and an M TP connector.

14. A port tap cable for supporting a plurality of live optical
connections and plurality of tap optical connections in a fiber
optic network, comprising:

at least one live input fiber optic cable leg;

aplurality of live input optical fibers disposed in the at least
one live input fiber optic cable leg;

a plurality of combined output fiber optic cable legs having
at least one live output optical fiber and at least one tap
output optical fiber; and

a furcation connected in-line between the at least one live
input fiber optic cable leg and the plurality of combined
output fiber optic cable legs, and enclosing at least one
fiber optic splitter, wherein each fiber optic splitter has a
live input optically connected to one of the at least one
live input optical fiber, a live output optically connected
to one of the at least one live output optical fiber, and a
tap output optically connected to one of the at least one
tap output optical fiber.
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15. A system for supporting at least one live optical con-
nection and at least one tap optical connection in a fiber optic
network comprising:

a first fiber optic component having at least one fiber optic

output;

a second fiber optic component having at least one fiber

optic input;

at least one port tap cable optically connected between the

first fiber optic component and the second fiber optic

component, comprising:

at least one live input fiber optic cable leg having at least
one live input optical fiber;

at least one live output fiber optic cable leg having at
least one live output optical fiber;

a furcation connected in-line between the at least one
live input fiber optic cable leg and the at least one live
output fiber optic cable leg, and enclosing at least one
fiber optic splitter, wherein each fiber optic splitter
has a live input optically connected to one of the at
least one live input optical fiber, a live output optically
connected to one of the at least one live output optical
fiber, and a tap output; and

atleast one tap output fiber optic cable leg having at least
one tap output optical fiber optically connected to the
furcation, wherein each tap output optical fiber is
optically connected to a tap output of one of the at
least one fiber optic splitter;

wherein one of the at least one port tap cable is optically

connected between the first fiber optic component and
the second fiber optic component such that the live input
fiber optic cable leg of the port tap cable is optically
connected to the at least one fiber optic output of the first
fiber optic component, and the live output fiber optic
cable leg of the port tap cable is optically connected to
the at least one fiber optic input of the second fiber optic
component.

16. The fiber optic network system of claim 15, further
comprising a third fiber optic component having at least one
input optically connected to the tap output fiber optic cable
leg of the port tap cable.

17. The fiber optic network system of claim 15, wherein the
first fiber optic component has at least one fiber optic input
optically connected to at least one live output leg of one of the
at least one port tap cable, and the second fiber optic compo-
nent has at least one fiber optic output optically connected to
at least one live input leg of one of the at least one port tap
cable.
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18. The fiber optic network system of claim 17, further
comprising a third fiber optic component having at least one
input optically connected to the each of the at least one tap
output fiber optic cable leg of the at least one port tap cable.

19. The fiber optic network system of claim 15, wherein
each of the at least one fiber optic output comprises at least
one output fiber optic port, each of the at least one fiber optic
input comprises at least one input fiber optic port, and each of
the at least one fiber optic output comprises at least one tap
fiber optic port.

20. The port tap cable of claim 19, further comprising at
least one input fiber optic connector terminating each of the at
least one live input fiber optic cable leg of the at least one port
tap cable, at least one output fiber optic connector terminating
each of'the at least one live output fiber optic cable leg of the
at least one port tap cable, and at least one tap fiber optic
connector terminating each of the at least one tap output fiber
optic cable leg of the at least one port tap cable.

21. The port tap cable of claim 15, further comprising at
least one input fiber optic connector terminating each live
input fiber optic cable leg of the at least one port tap cable, at
least one output fiber optic connector terminating each of the
at least one live output fiber optic cable leg of the at least one
port tap cable, and at least one tap fiber optic connector
terminating each ofthe at least one tap output fiber optic cable
leg of the at least one port tap cable.

22. A method of assembling a port tap cable for supporting
at least one live optical connection and at least one tap optical
connection in a fiber optic network, comprising:

optically connecting at least one live input optical fiber of

at least one live input fiber optic cable leg to a live input
of at least one optical splitter;

optically connecting at least one live output optical fiber of

at least one live output fiber optic cable leg to a live
output of the at least one optical splitter;

optically connecting at least one tap output optical fiber of

at least one tap output fiber optic cable leg to a tap output
of the at least one optical splitter; and

enclosing the at least one optical splitter within a furcation

such that each of the at least one live input fiber optic
cable leg, at least one live output fiber optic cable leg,
and the tap output fiber optic cable leg is connected to the
furcation.

23. The port tap cable of claim 1, wherein the furcation
comprises an in-line furcation plug or a shrink wrap.
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