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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a system and method for
changing a wireless personal area network (WPAN) channel
when the quality of communication is degraded due to a
change of a wireless environment. The system according to
the present invention includes slaves configured to transmit/
receive data, and a master connected to the slaves and
configured to obtain communication state information of the
slaves and select an adjacent channel search slave from
among the slaves according to the obtained communication
state information of the slaves.
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FIG. 1
(Related Art)
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FIG. 2
(Related Art)
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CHANGING
WPAN NETWORK CHANNEL RESPONDING
TO WIRELESS ENVIRONMENT CHANGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2013-0162514, filed on
Dec. 24, 2013, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a system and method for
changing a wireless personal area network (WPAN) channel
when the quality of communication is degraded due to a
change of a wireless environment.

BACKGROUND

According to a wired networking technology of the
related art, various devices should be connected to each
other through cables, causing difficult installation and man-
agement.

A WPAN technology, which has been developed to over-
come the limitations of such a wired networking technology,
uses communication schemes such as Bluetooth, ZigBee and
ultra wide band (UWB).

The WPAN is applied to an environment such as an indoor
place, an office or a closed public place to provide a
communication service. The WPAN is applied to various
fields, for example, the field of industrial control for equip-
ment monitoring and automation, the field of disaster man-
agement for recognition and location determination, the field
of remote control, the field of automobile control related to
a tire pressure sensor or in-vehicle communication, and the
field of home network and information appliance.

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram illustrating data and
beacon transmission/reception scheme of a WPAN accord-
ing to the related art. Here, a basic element of the WPAN is
referred to as a station.

The WPAN is formed when two or more stations that
operate at the same radio frequency channel are present
within a personal activity region. Such stations are classified
into a master 10 and a slave 20 according to operations
thereof.

The master 10 manages the entirety of a piconet, and only
one master exists in the piconet.

The piconet is a wireless communication network formed
by various independent communication devices using a
Bluetooth technology or a UWB communication technol-
ogy. Devices for forming such a network act as a master or
a slave by a control protocol according to a situation.

The piconet is formed in a small space within a radius of
several tens of meters and includes both a stationary device
and a moving device. According to the piconet, unlike a
wireless local area network (WLAN), a base structure for
transmission is not preset, but a network between devices is
formed by a control protocol according to a situation.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the master 10 broadcasts a beacon
to the slave 20 to control the slave 20, and the slave 20
transmits/receives data according to control by the master
10.

The WPAN illustrated in FIG. 1 is an autonomous net-
work in which devices are able to wirelessly communicate
with each other without an access point (AP).
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That is, the WPAN according to the related art, which is
an ad-hoc-based network for peer-to-peer (P2P) communi-
cation, is different from an infrastructure-based network,
e.g., a WiFi network, in which devices communicate with
each other through an AP.

In the case where the piconet is configured at a specific
channel as illustrated in FIG. 1, communication between a
master and a slave and communication between slaves may
be freely performed. However, for convenience, it is
assumed that a star-type application in which communica-
tion is only performed between the master 10 and the slave
20 is used as illustrated in FIG. 2.

Regarding an application for communication between the
master 10 and the slave 20 using the WPAN according to the
related art, when frequency interference on a specific chan-
nel occurs, the entire network needs to be moved to another
adjacent channel which is free from frequency interference.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating master-di-
rected channel switching according to the related art which
has been proposed to satisfy the above-mentioned necessity.

According to the master-directed channel switching tech-
nology of FIG. 3, in the case where a channel is switched,
due to occurrence of channel interference, by using a net-
work control function provided by the WPAN, the master 10
scans adjacent channels, and switches a channel of the entire
network to a candidate channel that is determined as being
least affected by interference on the basis of information on
the scanned adjacent channels.

That is, when channel interference occurs on channel 2 at
which the mater 10 and the slave 20 communicate with each
other, the mater 10 scans adjacent channels, and switches the
channel to channel 9 that is determined as being least
affected by interference from among the scanned channels.

However, according to the related art, when the mater 10
scans adjacent channels to detect states thereof, all slaves 20
connected to the mater 10 are disconnected from the net-
work, causing communication interruption.

Furthermore, after a channel of the entire network is
switched, it takes long time for the slaves 20 disconnected
from the network to be reconnected to the master 10.
Therefore, a time of communication interruption between
the master 10 and the slaves 20, i.e., a time taken until the
channel switching is completed after the master 10 scans
adjacent channels, becomes long.

Therefore, it may be difficult to apply the master-directed
channel switching technology of the related art to an appli-
cation sensitive to time delay.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, the present invention provides a system and
method for changing a WPAN channel depending on a
change of a wireless environment, according to which an
adjacent channel search slave is selected if interference
occurs on a communication channel, and the adjacent chan-
nel search slave remotely scans adjacent channels, so as to
resolve the problem of communication interruption of the
master-directed channel switching technology and rapidly
avoid the channel interference.

In one general aspect, a system for changing a wireless
personal area network (WPAN) channel depending on a
change of a wireless environment includes slaves configured
to transmit/receive data, and a master connected to the slaves
and configured to obtain communication state information of
the slaves and select an adjacent channel search slave from
among the slaves according to the obtained communication
state information of the slaves.
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In another general aspect, a method for changing a WPAN
channel depending on a change of a wireless environment
includes obtaining communication state information of
slaves by calculating PERs of the slaves connected to a
master, detecting bad slaves of which a PER is lower than a
preset PER, comparing a ratio of the bad slaves to the slaves
with a preset ratio, changing a channel through which the
master and the slaves communicate with each other when
the bad slave ratio is higher than the preset ratio, and
selecting an adjacent channel search slave from among the
slaves, when the bad slave ratio is lower than the preset ratio.

Other features and aspects will be apparent from the
following detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram illustrating data and
beacon transmission/reception of a WPAN according to the
related art.

FIG. 2 is a diagram exemplarily illustrating a stat-type
network according to the related art.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating master-di-
rected channel switching according to the related art.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a system for
changing a WPAN channel depending on a change of a
wireless environment, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a procedure of
selecting an adjacent channel search slave for remote scan-
ning of a system for changing a WPAN channel depending
on a change of a wireless environment, according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method for changing a
WPAN channel depending on a change of a wireless envi-
ronment, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 is a detailed flowchart illustrating the method of
FIG. 6 for changing a WPAN channel depending on a
change of a wireless environment, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a system for
changing a WPAN channel depending on a change of a
wireless environment, according to an embodiment of the
present invention. The system for changing a WPAN chan-
nel depending on a change of a wireless environment,
according to the present invention, includes: a slave 200 for
transmitting/receiving data; and a master 20 connected to the
slaves 200 to obtain communication state information on the
slaves 200 and select an adjacent channel search slave from
among the slaves 200 according to the communication state
information.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment for helping those skilled
in the art understand the present invention. Although FIG. 4
illustrates a star-type structure in which communication is
only performed between the master 20 and the slave 200 and
data transmission/reception between the slaves 200 is not
performed, the connection relation between the master 20
and the slave 200 of the present invention is not limited to
the star-type structure.

When interference occurs on a channel through which the
master 20 and the slave 200 communicate with each other,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

the mater 20 recognizes the interference and searches for
adjacent channels to detect a candidate channel needed for
channel changing by performing remote scanning at a cer-
tain period.

A channel change procedure of the mater 20 is periodi-
cally performed by a channel change algorithm according to
a size of a window. For example, the channel change
algorithm may be called at intervals of a preset channel
control window second CHANNEL_CTRL_WINDW_SEC
in a function that is called at every second.

The master 20 calculates a packet error ratio (PER) of the
slave 200 during a certain recent period of time with respect
to a current time, and obtains the communication state
information of the slave 200 with the calculated PER of the
slave 200.

The master 20 selects an adjacent channel search slave
from among the slaves 200, and the adjacent channel search
slave remotely scans adjacent channels other than the chan-
nel through which the master 20 and the slaves 200 com-
municate with each other and obtains energy levels of the
adjacent channels.

The master 20 selects a slave that has least frequently
received frames from the master 20 or a slave that has a
lowest data reception rate as the adjacent channel search
slave, from among the slaves 200 connected to the master
20.

FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a procedure of
selecting the adjacent channel search slave. Referring to
FIG. 5, in the case where the numbers of times of frame
reception of first to fifth slaves 210 to 250 are 120, 15, 95,
153 and 55 respectively, the second slave 220 having the
lowest number of times of frame reception is selected as the
adjacent channel search slave so as to remotely scan adja-
cent channels.

The master 100 counts bad slaves classified as having a
PER higher than a preset PER, i.e., having a bad commu-
nication state. Here, in the case where a ratio of bad slaves
to all slaves 200 is higher than a preset ratio, the master 100
selects a channel having a lowest peak energy detection level
from among adjacent channels scanned by the adjacent
channel search slave 220, and changes the channel through
which the master 100 and the slaves 200 communicate with
each other to the selected channel.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are flowcharts illustrating a method for
changing a WPAN channel depending on a change of a
wireless environment, according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 7 is a detailed flowchart of the
method of FIG. 6.

The method for changing a WPAN channel depending on
a change of a wireless environment, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, includes: obtaining commu-
nication state information of slaves by calculating PERs of
the slaves connected to a master (step S100); detecting bad
slaves of which a PER is higher than a preset PER (step
S200); comparing a ratio of the bad slaves to the slaves with
a preset ratio (step S300); changing a channel through which
the master and the slaves communicate with each other
when the bad slave ratio is higher than the preset ratio (step
S400); and selecting an adjacent channel search slave from
among the slaves, when the bad slave ratio is not higher than
the preset ratio (step S500).

Before step S100 for calculating the PERs of the slaves,
an index of an arbitrary slave among all slaves is defined as
1 (step S50).

After the PERs of the slaves are calculated in step S100,
the PERs of the slaves are compared to the preset PER (step
S210), and, if the PER of a slave is not higher than the preset
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PER, index counting is performed without counting the
slave as a bad slave (step 240). On the contrary, if the PER
of a slave is higher than the preset PER, the slave is counted
as a bad slave (step S220), and then, index counting is
performed (step S230).

The index counted in steps S230 and S240 is compared
with the number of all slaves (step S250), and the bad slave
detection through comparison between the PERs of the
slaves and the preset PER is repeated until the counted index
becomes equal to the number of all slaves.

When the PER comparison for all slaves is completed, the
counted index is equal to the number of all slaves, and, in
step S260, a ratio of the number of bad slaves to the number
of all slaves is calculated. For example, if the number of all
slaves is 10 and the number of bad slaves is 4, the bad slave
ratio is 40%.

In step S300, it is determined whether the calculated bad
slave ratio is higher than the preset ratio. When the calcu-
lated bad slave ratio (e.g., 40%) is higher than the preset
ratio (e.g., 30%) according to a result of the determination
of step S300, the channel through which the master and the
slaves communicate with each other is changed to a channel
with lowest interference among the adjacent channels in step
S400.

On the contrary, when the calculated bad slave ratio is not
higher than the preset ratio, the procedure proceeds to step
S500. In step S500 for selecting an adjacent channel search
slave, a slave having a lowest data reception rate or a salve
having a lowest number of times of frame reception from the
master is selected as the adjacent channel search slave, from
among all slaves.

According to the related art, the slaves are disconnected
from the master 100 while the master 100 searches for
adjacent channels, which causes communication interrup-
tion. Moreover, it takes long time to reconnect the slaves to
the master.

The WPAN channel changing method depending on a
change of a wireless environment, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, has been proposed to over-
come such limitation. According to this method, a slave
having a lowest data reception rate or a salve having a lowest
number of times of frame reception from the master is
selected as the adjacent channel search slave (step S500).

That is, instead of the master, the adjacent channel search
slave obtains communication environment information of
adjacent channels, thereby minimizing the phenomenon of
communication interruption of the entire network system
which occurs when a channel is changed.

In step S550 of the WPAN channel changing method
depending on a change of a wireless environment, according
to an embodiment of the present invention, the adjacent
channel search slave selects a target channel from among
adjacent channels of the channel through which the master
and the slaves communicate with each other. The adjacent
channel search slave remotely scans the target channel
selected in step S550 to obtain energy levels of the adjacent
channels (step S600). The channel to be remotely scanned in
step S600 is selected in a round-robin manner, and thus, the
adjacent channel search slave periodically checks commu-
nication states of all channels through remote scanning.

In step S700, the adjacent channel search slave updates
channel information using the communication environment
information of the adjacent channels obtained in step S600.

In channel changing step S400, according to the channel
information updated in step S700, when the bad slave ratio
is higher than the preset ratio, the channel through which the
master and the slaves communicate with each other is
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changed to a channel having a lowest energy level from
among the adjacent channels.

According to the system and method for changing a
WPAN channel depending on a change of a wireless envi-
ronment, a time of communication interruption between a
master and slaves is shortened when a channel is changed
due to occurrence of interference on a communication
channel.

When the quality of communication is degraded due to
occurrence of interference on a communication channel,
adjacent channels of the communication channel are
searched for, and an optimum channel is selected from
among the adjacent channels, so that the channel interfer-
ence is rapidly avoided. Therefore, the communication inter-
ruption or the degradation of the communication quality
may be rapidly treated.

The effects of the present invention are not limited to the
above-mentioned effects, and other effects would be clearly
understood by those skilled in the art.

A number of exemplary embodiments have been
described above. Nevertheless, it will be understood that
various modifications may be made. For example, suitable
results may be achieved if the described techniques are
performed in a different order and/or if components in a
described system, architecture, device, or circuit are com-
bined in a different manner and/or replaced or supplemented
by other components or their equivalents. Accordingly, other
implementations are within the scope of the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for changing a wireless personal area network
(WPAN) channel depending on a change of a wireless
environment, the system comprising:

slaves configured to transmit or receive data; and

a master connected to the slaves, and comprising a

processor configured to:

obtain communication state information of the slaves,

determine a bad slave ratio which is a ratio of a number
of the bad slaves to a number of all of the slaves;

when the bad slave ratio is lower than a preset ratio,
select an adjacent channel search slave from among
the slaves according to the obtained communication
state information of the slaves, and request the
selected adjacent channel search slave to scan adja-
cent channels other than a channel through which the
master and the slaves communicate with each other,
and

when the bad slave ratio is higher than the preset ratio,
change the channel to one of the adjacent channels,

wherein the bad slaves have a packet error ratio (PER)

that is higher than a preset PER.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the master selects the
adjacent channel search slave on the basis of a data reception
rate or the number of times of frame reception.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the adjacent channel
search slave remotely scans adjacent channels other than a
channel through which the master and the slaves commu-
nicate with each other and obtains energy levels of the
adjacent channels.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the master changes the
channel through which the master and the slaves commu-
nicate with each other to a channel having a lowest energy
level from among the adjacent channels, if a ratio of a
number of slaves having a packet error ratio (PER) higher
than a preset PER to a number of all of the slaves is higher
than a preset ratio.
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5. A master station of a wireless personal area network
(WPAN), comprising at least one processor configured to:
monitor communication states of slaves, select an adjacent
channel search slave, request the selected adjacent channel
search slave to scan information of adjacent channels other
than a communication channel according to the communi-
cation states of the slaves, and change the communication
channel on the basis of the information of the adjacent
channels scanned by the adjacent channel search slave if a
bad slave ratio which is a ratio of a number of bad slaves to
a number of all of the slaves is higher than a preset ratio,

wherein the bad slaves have a packet error ratio (PER)

that is higher than a preset PER, and

wherein the master station calculates packet error ratios

(PERs) of the slaves to count the bad slaves, and, if the
bad slave ratio is lower than the preset ratio, selects the
adjacent channel search slave for obtaining energy
levels of the adjacent channels, wherein the adjacent
channel search slave is selected on the basis of data
reception rates or the numbers of times of frame
reception of the slaves.

6. A method of changing a wireless personal area network
(WPAN) channel depending on a change of a wireless
environment, the method comprising:

obtaining communication state information of slaves;

detecting bad slaves of which a packet error ratio (PER)

is higher than a preset PER;
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determining a bad slave ratio which is a ratio of a number
of the bad slaves to a number of all of the slaves;

changing a channel through which the master and the
slaves communicate with each other if the bad slave
ratio is higher than a preset ratio; and

selecting an adjacent channel search slave from among

the slaves based on the communication state informa-
tion and requesting the selected adjacent channel search
slave to scan adjacent channels other than the channel,
if the bad slave ratio is lower than the preset ratio.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the selecting of an
adjacent channel search slave comprises selecting the adja-
cent channel search slave according to data reception rates
or the numbers of times of frame reception of the slaves.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising remotely
scanning, by the adjacent channel search slave, adjacent
channels other than a channel through which the master and
the slaves communicate with each other and obtaining
energy levels of the adjacent channels.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the changing of a
channel comprises changing the channel through which the
master and the slaves communicate with each other to a
channel having a lowest energy level from among the
adjacent channels, when the bad slave ratio is higher than the
preset ratio.



