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(57) ABSTRACT

An agricultural machine includes a first cutting or collection
system, a height-adjustable feeder connected to the first
cutting or collection system; and a hydraulic lifting device
connected to the feeder. The hydraulic lifting device
includes a pivotable element carried by the machine; a
beam-shaped element hingedly connected at one end to the
feeder and at the other end to the pivotable element; and a
cylinder hingedly connected at one end to the beam-shaped
element and at the other end to the pivotable element such
that extension of the cylinder causes the pivotable element
to pivot and a height of the feeder to change.

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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LIFTING SYSTEM FOR A HARVESTER
WITH A PIVOTABLE CYLINDER

This application is the US National Stage filing of Inter-
national Application Serial No. PCT/EP2012/064356 filed
on Jul. 20, 2012 which claims priority to Belgian Applica-
tion BE2011/0467 filed Jul. 20, 2011, each of which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to harvesting machines, in particular
combine harvesters, and especially to the lifting system with
which the feeder system of the combine harvester is lifted.

STATE OF THE ART

Combine harvesters that are currently used in agriculture,
are equipped with a header, which over its entire width is
equipped with knives to cut off the crops in the field. The
header is attached to a crop supply system, often named
“feeder”, which term will be used in the further course of the
text. The harvested crop is collected via the feeder and
transferred into the combine harvester, where it is further
processed. With usual machines, the feeder is rotatably
attached to the frame of the combine harvester and adjust-
able in height by means of a hydraulic lifting system,
consisting of one or more hydraulic cylinders, which are
connected between a hinge point on the frame of the
combine harvester and a hinge point on the feeder. To be
able to perform the lifting movement with minimum hydrau-
lic pressure, it is beneficial to place the hinge point on the
feeder and the hinge point on the combine harvester as far
as possible from the pivot axis of the feeder with respect to
the frame.

However, in the systems of the state of the art, this can
lead to problems when it is wanted to install an additional
cutting device behind the header, such as a knife drum.
When harvesting grain-like crop with modern combine
harvesters, one can seek to harvest only the upper portion of
the crops, i.e. the ears and an (as small as possible) upper
part of the stems. For this purpose, during harvesting, the
header is raised by means of the hydraulic lifting system at
a sufficiently large height from the ground so that the front
cutter blades of the header cut off the stems at a relatively
great height. One way to process the remaining stems is to
attach a knife drum behind the header to mow and shred the
stems. Such a knife drum (including the housing in which
the drum is mounted and its actuator) is also known as
“chopper”, which term will also be used further in this
description. An example of such a system is described in
patent application EP-A-1483953. The chopper is preferably
a component that is not permanently mounted on the
machine, but can be attached and removed. In many existing
harvesters however, the location of the lifting cylinder is an
obstacle for the better attachment of the chopper. To remedy
this, up to now it was required to move the point of action
of the cylinders on the feeder closer to the frame of the
combine, which however substantially increased the
required lifting force. EP-A-1483953 shows for example
that the point of action is located about halfway the feeder.
Alocation of this point at the front of the feeder would make
the installation of the chopper difficult at the lowest position
of the feeder.

MAIN FEATURES OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a solution to the problems
described above by providing a system as described in the
appended claims.
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According to a first aspect of the invention, an agricultural
machine is provided, suitable for the harvesting of crops,
equipped with a height-adjustable feeder that on its rear side
is linked to the machine and to which on its front side a first
cutting or collection system for the plants can be attached,
and equipped with a hydraulic lifting device in order to be
able to control the height of the feeder with respect to the
machine, characterised in that the lifting device contains at
least one lifting system, which comprises a hydraulic cyl-
inder and a beam-shaped element which is connected by
hinges to the feeder in a first hinge point located at the front
of the feeder, and wherein the cylinder is configured to exert
a force on the beam-shaped element at one end of the
cylinder in a second hinge point which is located on the
beam-shaped element, at a distance behind the first hinge
point.

The use of the intermediate beam makes it possible to use
a shorter cylinder, so that more space is kept free for the
assembly of an additional cutting or collection system, for
example a knife drum.

Preferably, the cylinder is supported by a bracket, which
is connected by hinges to the agricultural machine. The
hinge point of the cylinder on the bracket is preferably
located above the hinge point of the bracket on the machine.

In another hinge point, the beam-shaped element can be
connected to the top of the bracket. The result is a mecha-
nism that converts a short movement of the cylinder into a
larger movement of the beam and consequently of the
feeder.

In a preferred embodiment, the bracket tilts to the front at
the lowest position of the feeder, and to the back in its
highest position. In this way, the beam remains at a limited
distance from the underside of the feeder, and will take up
no additional space during its displacement.

The cylinder can be mounted on a protuberance of the
beam-shaped element, preferably at the middle of the latter.

According to a second aspect of the invention, a method
is provided for the replacement of a lifting system of an
agricultural machine for harvesting crops, equipped with a
height-adjustable feeder that is connected with its rear side
to the machine and wherein on its front side a first cutting or
collection system for the crop can be attached, and in which
the original lifting system contains an original hydraulic
cylinder that is connected by hinges to the feeder in a first
hinge point located at the front of the feeder, and to the
machine in a further hinge point, wherein the method
includes the following steps:

disconnecting a hydraulic line to the original cylinder; and

removing the original cylinder from between the first
hinge point and the further hinge point,

characterised in that the method includes the following
steps:

mounting another lifting system between the first hinge
point and the further hinge point, wherein the other lifting
system includes a beam-shaped element which is provided
for the hinged connection to the feeder in a first hinge point,
and another hydraulic cylinder that is configured to exert
force in one end of the cylinder on the beam-shaped element
in a second hinge point which is located on the beam-shaped
element, at a distance behind the first hinge point; and

connecting said hydraulic line to the other hydraulic
cylinder.

This method allows for replacement of a longer cylinder,
which would take up a substantial amount of room below the
feeder, with a lifting system which leaves more space for
mounting additional elements, such as a second cutting
and/or collection system. So, it will not be necessary to
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modify structural elements to the frame of the agricultural
machine or the housing of the feeder. Also, the original
hydraulic connection of the cylinders is further used.
Preferably, the lifting system is configured in such a way
that a supply of hydraulic oil via the hydraulic line to the
other lifting system creates a displacement of the feeder,
which is substantially equal to the displacement achieved by
the same supply of hydraulic oil to the original lifting
system. The advantage of this is that it is not necessary to
replace or adjust the hydraulic control. One way to accom-
plish this is to use another cylinder or set of cylinders, of
which the piston displacement between the extreme posi-
tions of the feeder is substantially equal to the displacement
volume of the original cylinder between the same positions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIGS. 1a to 1d show a harvesting machine according to
the invention in four successive positions of the feeder, from
a low position to a high position.

FIG. 2 shows a top view of the front of a machine
according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1a shows the following parts of a combine harvester
with a lifting system according to the invention: a header 1,
with a front cutting device 2, comprising two sets of knives
of which at least one set is moved with respect to the other,
driven by a gear box with rotating input shaft and an output
shaft that moves back and forth (so called wobble box). In
addition, it shows a feeder 3, with a front to which the header
is connected, and a rear which is connected to the frame of
the combine harvester. The feeder 3 can be rotated around a
horizontal transverse axis 30 by means of a hydraulic lifting
system 4 according to the invention. To the rear of the header
1 an additional cutting device, in particular a chopper 5, is
attached. This consists of a housing 6 in which the knife
drum 7 of the chopper is rotatably arranged. The knife drum
is driven by a drive mechanism, e.g. a motor equipped with
a belt transmission, which is located at one lateral end of the
chopper. The housing 6 of the chopper rests on the ground
via two or more support rollers 8 (one on each side of
chopper). The chopper is attached to the rear side of the
header by means of a system 9 of pivoting supporting arms.

Hereinafter, the lifting system 4 is described in more
detail. Preferably, the machine is equipped with two of these
systems, one on each side of the feeder. The system includes
a bracket 10, which is equipped with three hinge points: a
lower hinge point, 11, a middle hinge point 12 and a topmost
hinge point 13. The bracket may be designed as a double
plate, between which pivots are mounted, defining the three
hinge points. The bracket 10 is rotatably attached to the
combine harvester through the lower hinge point 11. In the
illustrated embodiment, the upper hinge point 13 is attached
to a transverse beam at the front of the frame of the combine
harvester. Via the upper hinge point 13, the bracket is
rotatably attached to an end of a beam-shaped element 14,
which at the other end is rotatably attached to the feeder 3
through a front hinge point 15 located at the front of the
feeder. The beam 14 has a protuberance 20 in the middle of
its length, which protrudes from the longitudinal axis of the
beam, in a direction away from the feeder 3. A hinge point
21 is located on this protuberance 20. This hinge point 21 is
thus located below the line connecting the upper and front
hinge points 13, 15 of beam 14. A hydraulic cylinder 22 is
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mounted between the hinge point 21 on the protuberance 20
and the middle hinge point 12 on the bracket 10. Preferably,
the beam has a plate profile with U-shaped cross section. The
protuberance 20 can be formed by two plates that are welded
on opposite sides of the beam and between which a bushing
or rotary shaft is mounted which defines the hinge point 21.

FIGS. 1a to 1d show how the extension of the cylinder 22
drives the lifting movement of the feeder 3. A retracted
cylinder 22 pulls the middle hinge point 12 towards the
centre of the beam 14, and thus makes the back of the
bracket 10 tilt to the rear. When the cylinder 22 extends, the
hinge point 21 and the beam 14 move to the front. The
movement of the upper hinge point 13 on the beam tilts the
bracket 10 forward, around the lower hinge point 11. The
forward tilting of the hinge point 12 (to which the cylinder
is attached) increases the displacement of the front hinge
point 15 and thus the maximum lifting height of the header
1, compared to a system in which the cylinder has a fixed
rear hinge point with respect to the combine harvester. This
makes it possible, despite the shorter length of the cylinder,
to obtain similar heights as with the known systems (with the
points of action of the cylinder at the front of the feeder and
the frame of the combine harvester).

As can be seen in the Figures, the beam 14 and a shorter
cylinder 22 leave more free space below the feeder than a
conventional lifting system in which the cylinder directly
acts on the front of the feeder (e.g. in hinge point 15) and the
front of the frame (e.g. in hinge point 11). Thus, this system
allows more space for optimum installation of the chopper
5. Mounting the cylinder 22 beneath the rear part of the
feeder 3 ensures that it will not interfere in any position with
devices which are mounted under the front part.

The distance between the upper hinge point 13 and the
front hinge point 15, and therefore the length of the beam 14,
is chosen in such a way that the bracket 10 is tilted to the
back in the lowest position of the feeder 3 and to the front
in the highest position. This will keep the trajectory followed
by the upper hinge point 13 always close to the bottom of the
feeder. Consequently, the beam 14 will not move far from
the feeder 3 and will take up little additional space under the
feeder while the feeder is turned up.

The forces on the cylinder 22 are more than twice as great
as the forces on a cylinder which is mounted between the
hinge points 11 and 15. These forces can, however, be
compensated for by choosing a cylinder with a section twice
as large as that of the conventional cylinders. The pressure
in the hydraulic system will not increase then. Due to the
larger diameter of the cylinder in combination with the
kinematics of the bracket 10 and the beam 14, it is also
achieved with an approximately equal flow of hydraulic oil,
the feeder 3 will lift itself to a same height as in the usual
set-up. The displacement volume of the cylinder 22 between
the extreme positions of the feeder 3 is substantially equal to
the displacement volume of the former cylinder between the
same positions.

The invention is not limited to combine harvesters
equipped with a chopper system. The lifting system 4 of the
present invention indeed is suitable for any agricultural
machine in which a lifting movement of a feeder can be
implemented. Instead of a header, the machine can be
equipped with other cutting or collection systems.

In the top view of FIG. 2, the location can be seen where
the left-hand lifting system 4 is installed with respect to the
width of the feeder 3. Thus, preferably two lifting systems
4 are placed, symmetrically with respect to the longitudinal
axis of the machine.



US 9,474,209 B2

5

The above description is not limiting the scope of the
invention, which is only defined by the claims. For example,
a system with the hinge point 21, but wherein the hinge
points 11 and 12 coincide, is also included in the invention.

In other words, the cylinder may be hinged at one end in a 5

hinge point which is fixed or rotatably attached to the
machine. In such a system, in case of equal length of the
cylinder, the lifting height is limited, because the point of
attachment of the cylinder does not tilt forward, but the point
of action of the cylinder is at a sufficiently great distance
from the front hinge point 15, so that the advantage of the
better installation possibilities of a chopper is still ensured.
The shape of the beam 14 may also differ from the described
shape. It is not necessary that the hinge point 21 be located
on a protuberance 20, but it may also be located closer to, or
even on the line between the points 15 and 13, although this
is not the ideal situation with respect to the forces required
for the movement. However, what is important is the fact
that the point of action 21 of the cylinder is situated at a
distance behind the point of action 15 of the beam on the
feeder. Optionally, the beam 14 can be supported only in
points 15 and 21, in other words, the hinge point 13 is not
indispensable.

The invention claimed is:
1. An agricultural machine, comprising:
a first cutting or collection system;
a height-adjustable feeder connected to said first cutting
or collection system; and
a hydraulic lifting device connected to said feeder, said
hydraulic lifting device including:
a pivotable element carried by said machine;
a beam-shaped element hingedly connected at one end
to said feeder and at the other end to said pivotable
element; and

10

15

20

25

30

6

a cylinder hingedly connected at one end to said
beam-shaped element and at the other end to said
pivotable element such that extension of said cylin-
der causes said pivotable element to pivot and a
height of said feeder to change.

2. The agricultural machine according to claim 1, wherein
said pivotable element is a bracket hingedly connected to
said machine at a bracket hinge point.

3. The agricultural machine according to claim 2, wherein
said cylinder hingedly connects to said bracket at a cylinder
hinge point which is above said bracket hinge point.

4. The agricultural machine according to claim 3, wherein
said beam-shaped element hingedly connects to said bracket
at a beam hinge point which is above said cylinder hinge
point.

5. The agricultural machine according to claim 2, wherein
said feeder has a lowest position and a highest position, a top
of said bracket tilting backwards when said feeder is in said
lowest position and tilting forward when said feeder is in
said highest position.

6. The agricultural machine according to claim 1, wherein
said beam-shaped element has a protuberance which points
away from said feeder, said cylinder being hingedly con-
nected to said protuberance.

7. The agricultural machine according to claim 1, wherein
said cylinder is hingedly connected to said beam-shaped
element at a middle of said beam-shaped element.

8. The agricultural machine according to claim 1, wherein
a front side of said feeder is connected to said first cutting
or collection system and an additional cutting or collection
system is fastened to a rear side of said first cutting or
collection system.

9. The agricultural machine according to claim 8, wherein
said first cutting or collection system includes a header.
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