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1
FAN ASSEMBLY

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Taiwan Application
Serial Number 101115878, filed May 4, 2012, which is herein
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of Invention

Embodiments of the present invention relate to a fan. More
particularly, embodiments of the present invention relate to a
fan assembly.

2. Description of Related Art

In order to maintain efficiency and ensure a long life for
electronic products such as personal computers, notebook
computers, tablet computers, and smart phones, a fan for
dissipating heat is used. Such heat-dissipating fans are indis-
pensable for these products.

A fan typically includes a frame and a copper bushing, and
the copper bushing is disposed on the center of the frame. A
fan also includes a stator, a rotor, a circuit board, and other
elements that enable operation of the fan, and these elements
are assembled on the copper bushing and fixed in the frame.
Because the copper bushing has a high strength and a high
heat dissipation ability, it is widely applied in current fans.

In order to prevent the stator from rotating when the rotor
is rotating, an adhesive is required between the copper bush-
ing and the stator, so that the stator can be fixed on the copper
bushing. However, placing drops of the adhesive between the
copper bushing and the stator may increase assembly time
and cost. Further, the cost of copper bushings is continuously
increasing in line with increases in the cost of copper, placing
a higher burden on manufacturers of fans.

SUMMARY

A summary of certain embodiments disclosed herein is set
forth below. It should be understood that these aspects are
presented merely to provide the reader with a brief summary
of these certain embodiments and that these aspects are not
intended to limit the scope of this disclosure. Indeed, this
disclosure may encompass a variety of aspects that may not
be set forth below.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a fan assembly includes a bushing, a stator, a first bear-
ing, and a rotor. The stator surrounds the bushing, and
includes at least one hook. The hook extends into the bushing.
The first bearing is disposed in the bushing and presses
against the hook. The rotor is pivotally connected to the first
bearing.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are by
examples, and are intended to provide further explanation of
the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention can be more fully understood by reading the
following detailed description of the embodiment, with ref-
erence made to the accompanying drawings as follows:

FIG. 1 is a perspective cross-sectional view of a fan assem-
bly in accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
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FIG. 2 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with still another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with still another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the fan assembly of FIG.
4, illustrating the fan assembly with a first bearing and a
second bearing mounted therein;

FIG. 6 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with still another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a stator in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a bushing in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the present
embodiments of the invention, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, the
same reference numbers are used in the drawings and the
description to refer to the same or like parts.

FIG. 11is a perspective cross-sectional view of a fan assem-
bly in accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion. As shown in this figure, the fan assembly of the embodi-
ment includes a bushing 110, a stator 200, a first hearing 410,
and arotor 500. The stator 200 surrounds the bushing 110, and
includes at least one hook 300. The hook 300 extends into the
bushing 110. The first bearing 410 is disposed in the bushing
110 and presses against the hook 300. The rotor 500 is piv-
otally connected to and contacts the first bearing 410. A part
of the rotor 500 which is positioned lower than a second
bearing 420 can be fixed in location by a fixing ring 900.
When the rotor 500 is in place, it can press against the first
bearing 410 and the hook 300 that is connected to the stator
200, so that the stator 200 can be fixed on the bushing 110
without the use of an adhesive.

In this embodiment, the hook 300 can extend into the
bushing 110, and the first bearing 410 can press the hook 300,
so as to fix the hook 300 and thereby fix the stator 200.
Therefore, the stator 200 can be fixed on the bushing 110.

FIG. 2 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in this figure, the hook 300 may
include a hook arm 310 and a hook protrusion 320. The hook
protrusion 320 is protruded at one end of the hook arm 310.
The first bearing 410 axially presses against the hook protru-
sion 320.

It should be noted that “axially” refers to the direction
along the axial direction A of the bushing 110. In other words,
“axially” as used herein refers to the direction that is parallel
to the axis of the bushing 110. In contrast, “radially” refers to
the direction along the radial direction B of the bushing 110,
that is, the direction that is parallel to the radius of the bushing
110.

The hook protrusion 320 may include at least one radial
surface 322 parallel to the radial direction B of the bushing
110. The first bearing 410 may include a bottom surface 412.
Thebottom surface 412 presses against the radial surface 322.
Specifically, the hook arm 310 includes an axial surface 312.
The hook protrusion 320 is protruded from the axial surface
312. The axial surface 312 of the hook arm 310 is substan-



US 9,267,508 B2

3

tially parallel to the axial direction A. The radial surface 322
of'the hook protrusion 320 is parallel to the radial direction B.
Therefore, the axial surface 312 of the hook arm 310 and the
radial surface 322 of the hook protrusion 320 are substantially
perpendicular to each other, so that they can respectively
press against the lateral surface 414 and the bottom surface
412 of the first bearing 410. In this embodiment, because the
bottom surface 412 of the first bearing 410 presses against the
radial surface 322 of the hook protrusion 320, the first bearing
410 can apply a force to the hook protrusion 320 along the
axial direction A, thereby preventing the stator 200 from
rotating and even being removed from the bushing 110 when
the rotor 500 (see FIG. 1) is rotating.

FIG. 3 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with still another embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 3, the fan assembly of
this embodiment may include at least one recess 600, and the
bushing 110 may include an inner wall 112. The recess 600
extends inwardly from the inner wall 112 of the bushing 110.
The hook 300 is limited by the recess 600, so as to prevent the
stator 200 from rotating.

Similar to FIG. 2, the hook 300 of the embodiment may
include a hook arm 310 and a hook protrusion 320. The hook
arm 310 extends into the recess 600. Specifically, in addition
to the axial surface 312, the hook arm 310 may further include
afirstarm surface 314 and a second arm surface 316. The first
arm surface 314 and the second arm surface 316 are respec-
tively formed on opposite sides of the axial surface 312. The
recess 600 may include a first lateral wall 602 and a second
lateral wall 604. In this embodiment, the first arm surface 314
and the second arm surface 316 of the hook arm 310 respec-
tively contact the first lateral wall 602 and the second lateral
wall 604 of the recess 600, so that the hook arm 310 can be
limited by the first lateral wall 602 and the second lateral wall
604, and the hook 300 can be prevented from rotating. There-
fore, even though the rotor 500 (see FIG. 1) is rotating and
applies a torque to the stator 200, the first lateral wall 602 and
the second lateral wall 604 can hold the first arm surface 314
and the second arm surface 316 to prevent the stator 200 from
rotating.

In this embodiment, the axial surface 312 of the hook arm
310 and the inner wall 112 of the bushing 110 cooperate to
form a tube shape, so that the first bearing 410 can be con-
tained therein. Specifically, the curvature of the axial surface
312 and the curvature of the inner wall 112 of the bushing 110
are substantially the same and therefore, a tube-like structure
can be formed together by the axial surface 312 and the inner
wall 112.

FIG. 4 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with still another embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in this figure, the fan assembly of
this embodiment may include a second bearing 420 and at
least one block 700. The hook 300 extends to a space formed
between the first bearing 410 (see FIG. 2) and the second
bearing 420. The block 700 is interposed between the first
bearing 410 (see FIG. 2) and the second bearing 420. In this
embodiment, the second bearing 420 can be limited by the
block 700, so that the second bearing 420 cannot be moved
axially upwards. Therefore, the second bearing 420 is pre-
vented from colliding with the first bearing 410. In another
aspect, the block 700 can also be used to support the first
bearing 410, so that the first bearing 410 cannot be moved
axially downwards and collide with the second bearing 420.

Similar to FIG. 2, the fan assembly of this embodiment
may include at least one recess 600, and the block 700 is
protruded in the recess 600.
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In this embodiment, the hook 300 includes a hook arm 310,
a first hook protrusion 3204, and a second hook protrusion
3205. The hook arm 310 extends into the recess 600. The first
hook protrusion 320a and the second hook protrusion 3205
respectively abut against opposite sides of the block 700. The
first bearing 410 axially presses against the first hook protru-
sion 320a and the second hook protrusion 3205, as will be
described below.

Specifically, FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly of FIG. 4, illustrating the fan assembly in a state
with the first bearing 410 and the second bearing 420 mounted
therein. As shown in FIG. 5, the block 700 may include a first
lateral surface 730 and a second lateral surface 740. The first
hook protrusion 320a contacts the first lateral surface 730 of
the block 700. The second hook protrusion 3205 contacts the
second lateral surface 740 of the block 700.

In this embodiment, the first hook protrusion 320a, the
second hook protrusion 3205 and the block 700 may support
the first bearing 410 together. Specifically, the first hook
protrusion 320a and the second hook protrusion 3206 may
respectively include a first radial surface 322a and a second
radial surface 3225. The block 700 may include a first end
surface 710 and a second end surface 720, and each of the first
end surface 710 and the second end surface 720 is adjacent to
the first lateral surface 730 and the second lateral surface 740.
The first end surface 710, the first radial surface 322a and the
second radial surface 3225 contact the bottom surface 412 of
the first bearing 410 together, so that the first bearing 410 can
be supported. In some embodiments, the first end surface 710,
the first radial surface 322a and the second radial surface
3225 have the same height, such that they can contact the
bottom surface 412 of the first bearing 410 together.

FIG. 6 is a perspective cross-sectional view of the fan
assembly in accordance with still another embodiment of the
present invention. The fan assembly of this embodiment may
include a fan base 100. The fan base 100 surrounds the bush-
ing 110. The fan base 100 and the bushing 110 can be formed
together by injection molding, and they can beused as a frame
of'the fan assembly. In this embodiment, because the fan base
100 and the bushing 110 can be formed together through a
process of injection molding, there is no need to dispose a
copper bushing in the fan base 100.

In this embodiment, the stator 200 includes at least one pin
210. The pin 210 inserts into the fan base 100. In some
embodiments, the stator 200 may include a plurality of pins
210 inserted into the fan base 100 in a spaced-apart manner.
The pin 210 or pins 210 can be fixed in the fan base 100 and
can prevent the stator 200 from rotating, so that the stability of
the stator 200 can be further promoted.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the stator 200 in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention. As shown in
FIG. 7, the stator 200 may include a ring 220 and a plurality
of magnetic structures 230. The ring 220 includes an inner
surface 222 and an outer surface 224. The hook 300 is con-
nected to the inner surface 222 of the ring 220. The magnetic
structures 230 are connected to the outer surface 224 of the
ring 220, extend radially from the outer surface 224, and are
separated from each other. The ring 220 is higher than the
magnetic structures 230.

Specifically, the ring 220 includes a top surface 226. The
height of top surface 226 is higher than the heights of the
magnetic structures 230. Therefore, the top surface 226 can
protect the magnetic structures 230 and can prevent the rotor
500 (see FIG. 1) from contacting or rubbing against the mag-
netic structures 230.

In some embodiments, the ring 220 may include an extend-
ing part 228. The extending part 228 is extended from the
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inner surface 222 to the hook arm 310 of the hook 300. When
the stator 200 is assembled with the hushing 110 (see FIG. 1),
the bushing 110 can support the extending part 228, so as to
prevent the stator 200 from moving axially downwards.

In some embodiments, each of the magnetic structures 230
includes a shell 233 and a magnetic body 238. Part of the
magnetic body 238 is covered in the shell 233. Specifically,
the shell 233 may include a winding part 232, an arc-shaped
part 234 and a wall 236. The winding part 232 is used to wind
a coil (not shown) therearound, so as to generate a magnetic
force with the magnetic body 238. The height of the wall 236
is higher than that of the winding part 232, so as to prevent the
coil on the winding part 232 from contacting or rubbing
against the rotor 500. The arc-shaped part 234 is connected to
one end of the winding part 232 that is opposite to the ring
220. In some embodiments, the arc-shaped parts 234 of the
magnetic structures 230 have the same curvature, so as to
form a circle. In some embodiments, the magnetic body 238
may include, but is not limited to including, silicon steel. The
shell 233 can be made of insulated material, so as to insulate
the magnetic body 238 from the coil on the winding part 232.
As shown in FIG. 3, the magnetic body 238 has an inner
circumferential surface 239. The inner circumferential sur-
face 239 faces toward and is spatially separated from a portion
of'the hook 300. Two opposite sides of a portion of inner wall
112, which is an annular wall, is sandwiched between the
portion of the hook 300 and the inner circumferential surface
239.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the bushing 110 in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention. As
shown in FIG. 8, the recess 600 extends inwardly from the
inner wall 112 of the bushing 110. Specifically, the recess 600
includes a back wall 630. The inner wall 112 and the back wall
630 are spaced apart by a distance 610, so that the recess 600
can be formed in a concave configuration and consequently
can limit the position of the hook arm 310 (see FIG. 7),
thereby preventing the stator 200 from rotating.

In some embodiments, the hook arm 310 includes a thick-
ness 318 (see FIG. 7). The thickness 318 and the distance 610
are substantially the same, so that the axial surface 312 (see
FIG. 7) of the hook arm 310 and the inner wall 112 of the
bushing 110 can form a smooth ring together.

In some embodiments, the bushing 110 includes a support-
ing part 114. The supporting part 114 is used to support the
extending part 228 of the stator 200 (see FIG. 7). In other
words, when the stator 200 is assembled on the bushing 110,
the extending part 228 of the stator 200 is supported by the
supporting part 114 of the bushing 110, so as to prevent the
stator 200 from moving axially downwards. Specifically, the
supporting part 114 of'the bushing 110 and the extending part
228 of the stator 200 are similar in shape and size, so that the
supporting part 114 can support the extending part 228.

Referring hack to FIG. 1, in some embodiments, the rotor
500 may include a shaft 510 and a wheel hub 520. The shaft
510 axially passes through the first bearing 410. The wheel
hub 520 is connected to one end of the shaft 510.

In some embodiments, the fan assembly may include a
spring 800. The rotor 500 presses against the spring 800, so
that the spring 800, in turn, presses against the first bearing
410. Specifically, the wheel hub 520 of the rotor 500 presses
against the spring 800, so as to provide an axial force to the
first bearing 410 via the spring 800, thereby ensuring that the
first bearing 410 presses against the hook 300.

In some embodiments, the shaft 510 passes through the
second bearing 420. The fan assembly may include the fixing
ring 900, as described above. The fixing ring 900 is connected
to the shaft 510 and is disposed on a surface of the second
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6

bearing 420 that is opposite to the first bearing 410 to thereby
secure the positioning of the second bearing 420. In some
embodiments, the fixing ring 900 may include, but is not
limited to including, a C-shaped buckle.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the structure of
the present invention without departing from the scope or
spirit of the invention. In view of the foregoing, it is intended
that the present invention cover modifications and variations
of this invention provided they fall within the scope of the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A fan assembly, comprising:

a bushing having an annular wall defining a cylindrical

space therein;

a stator surrounding the bushing, the stator comprising a
magnetic body and at least one hook, wherein the mag-
netic body comprises an inner circumferential surface
facing toward and spatially separated from a portion of
the hook, wherein the hook extends into the cylindrical
space, wherein two opposite sides of a portion of the
annular wall of the bushing are sandwiched between the
portion of the hook and the inner circumferential sur-
face;

a first bearing disposed in the cylindrical space and press-
ing against the hook; and

a rotor pivotally connected to the first bearing.

2. The fan assembly of claim 1, wherein the hook com-
prises:

a hook arm; and

ahook protrusion protruded at one end of the hook arm, the
first bearing axially pressing against the hook protru-
sion.

3. The fan assembly of claim 2, wherein the hook protru-
sion comprises at least one radial surface parallel to a radial
direction of the bushing, wherein the first bearing comprises
a bottom surface, and the bottom surface presses against the
radial surface.

4. The fan assembly of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one recess, wherein the bushing comprises an inner
wall, and the recess extends inwardly from the inner
wall, and the hook is limited by the recess to thereby
prevent the stator from rotating.

5. The fan assembly of claim 4, wherein the hook com-

prises:

a hook arm extending into the recess; and

a hook protrusion protruded at one end of the hook arm.

6. The fan assembly of claim 5, wherein the recess com-
prises at least one lateral wall, and the hook arm comprises at
least one arm surface, wherein the arm surface contacts the
lateral wall.

7. The fan assembly of claim 5, wherein the hook arm
comprises an axial surface, and the axial surface and the inner
wall of the bushing cooperate to form a tube shape.

8. The fan assembly of claim 1, further comprising:

a second bearing, the hook extending to a space formed

between the first bearing and the second bearing; and
at least one block interposed between the first bearing and
the second bearing.

9. The fan assembly of claim 8, further comprising:

at least one recess, wherein the bushing comprises an inner
wall, and the recess extends inwardly from the inner
wall, wherein the block is protruded from the recess.

10. The fan assembly of claim 9, wherein the hook com-
prises:

a hook arm extending into the recess;

a first hook protrusion; and
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a second hook protrusion, the first hook protrusion and the
second hook protrusion respectively abutting against
opposite sides of the block, the first bearing axially
pressing against the first hook protrusion and the second
hook protrusion.

11. The fan assembly of claim 10, wherein the first hook
protrusion, the second hook protrusion, and the block support
the first bearing together.

12. The fan assembly of claim 1, further comprising:

a fan base surrounding the bushing, wherein the fan base
and the bushing are formed together by injection mold-
ing.

13. The fan assembly of claim 12, wherein the stator com-

prises at least one pin inserting into the fan base.

14. The fan assembly of claim 1, wherein the stator com-
prises:

a ring having an inner surface and an outer surface, the

hook being connected to the inner surface of the ring;
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a plurality of magnetic structures connected to and extend-
ing radially from the outer surface of the ring and sepa-
rated from each other, the ring being higher than the
magnetic structures.

15. The fan assembly of claim 1, wherein the rotor com-

prises:

a shaft axially passing through the first bearing; and

a wheel hub connected to one end of the shaft.

16. The fan assembly of claim 15, further comprising:

a second bearing, the shaft passing through the second
bearing; and

a fixing ring positioning the shaft and disposed on a surface
of the second bearing that is opposite to the first bearing.

17. The fan assembly of claim 1, further comprising:

a spring, the rotor pressing against the spring, and the
spring in turn pressing against the first bearing.
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