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57 ABSTRACT

The invention is an improved ice handling container and
methods for using the container. The container includes a
bottom wall with upstanding sidewalls terminating in a
mouth. A bail having an apex and opposing ends is pivotally
attached to opposing sidewalls of the container. The bail has
ahandle generally at the apex and a hook extending generally
outwardly from the bail generally near the apex of the bail for
hanging the container with the mouth facing generally
upward. One sidewall has a handle generally adjacent the
bottom wall and a hook generally adjacent the handle extend-
ing generally outwardly and upwardly from the sidewall for
hanging the container with the mouth facing generally down-
ward.

8 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
ICE HANDLING CONTAINER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to an ice handling con-
tainer, and more particularly to an ice handling container and
methods for filling, pouring from and drying the container.

2. Description of Prior Art

Handling ice using traditional and currently available con-
tainers, such as movement of ice from the point of production
to a point of dispension and/or use (e.g., from the back of the
house to the front of the house in restaurants) has limitations,
including a high risk of the ice and/or container becoming
contaminated.

Containers are also now configured to hold greater vol-
umes of ice, but still suffer from ergonomical constraints that
put unnecessary strain on the user and increase the risk of
misuse of the container, which lends to contamination of the
container and/or the ice. The growing size of these containers
also often prohibits use and subsequent sanitization within a
standard size dishmachine. The ever increasing size of these
containers also increases the already burgeoning costs for
shipping them from manufacturers and suppliers, and to pur-
chasers.

The present invention addresses these problems and pro-
vides an improved ice handling container and methods for
using the same.

In addition, the present invention addresses these problems
by providing a container that promotes proper ice handling
hygiene.

The present invention also addresses these problems by
providing an ergonomical design with a large ice carrying
volume while providing integrated features that allow more
containers to be shipped without increasing the required ship-
ping space and associated costs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, the invention is an improved ice han-
dling container. The container includes a bottom wall with
upstanding sidewalls terminating in a mouth. A bail having an
apex and opposing ends is pivotally attached to opposing
sidewalls of the container. The bail has a handle generally at
the apex and a hook extending generally outwardly from the
bail generally near the apex of the bail for hanging the con-
tainer with the mouth facing generally upward. In a preferred
form, the handle includes opposing ends attached to the bail
and hooks attached to the opposing ends of the handle. The
hooks extend generally upwardly and outwardly from the
opposing ends of the handle.

In another embodiment, the invention is an improved ice
handling container that includes a bottom wall with upstand-
ing sidewalls terminating in a mouth and a bail with opposing
ends pivotally attached to opposing sidewalls. One sidewall
has a handle generally adjacent the bottom wall and a hook
generally adjacent the handle extending generally outwardly
and upwardly from the sidewall for hanging the container
with the mouth facing generally downward. In a preferred
form, the container includes a recess in the sidewall adjacent
the bottom wall. A handle assembly with the handle and the
hook is removably nested in the recess. The attached handle
assembly prevents nesting of two or more containers together.

In another embodiment, the invention is a method for fill-
ing an ice handling by gripping a handle generally at an apex
of a bail with opposing ends pivotally attached to opposing
sidewalls adjacent a mouth of an ice handling container and
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hanging the container on a generally upstanding surface adja-
cent an ice source by a hook extending generally outwardly
from the handle near the apex of the bail. In a preferred form,
the handle is rotated toward the generally upstanding surface
for hanging the container and rotated away from the generally
upstanding surface for lifting the container. The mouth of the
container is kept generally horizontal by supporting a bottom
portion of a sidewall with a sidewall handle resting against the
generally upstanding surface of the ice source.

In another embodiment, the invention is a method for dry-
ing an ice handling container by taking an ice handling con-
tainer having a bottom wall with upstanding sidewalls termi-
nating in a mouth, a handle assembly with a generally
horizontal handle on a sidewall adjacent the bottom wall of
the container, and a hook separate from the handle extending
generally outwardly and upwardly from a handle assembly,
and hanging the container upside down by the hook. In a
preferred form, the handle assembly is removably attached
within a recess in the sidewall adjacent the bottom wall of the
container and to prevent two or more of the containers from
being nested together after use.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

While the specification concludes with claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the invention, it is
believed that the present invention will be better understood
from the following description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1is aperspective view ofthe container according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is another perspective view of the container illus-
trated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the container illustrated in FIG.
1

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the container illustrated in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the container illustrating a
handle assembly according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates the container shown in FIG. 1 hung at a
point of ice production and/or dispension;

FIG. 7 illustrates two of the containers illustrated in FIG. 1
nested together;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the bail illustrated in FIG. 1;
and

FIG. 9 illustrates the container shown in FIG. 1 hung
upside down.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to the figures, there is generally disclosed in
FIGS. 1-9 an improved ice handling container for handling
and transporting ice in a sanitary manner. Also disclosed are
methods for using the improved ice handling container
according to exemplary aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 11is a perspective view of an ice handling container 10
according to an exemplary aspect of the present invention.
The container 10 includes a base 12 with feet 14 best shown
in FIG. 4 positioned nearly diametrically about the base 12 for
supporting the base of the container 10. A pair of opposing
sidewalls 16 and 18 forming an upstanding boundary about
the base 12 extend generally vertically upward terminating in
the mouth of the container 20. In one aspect of the invention,
the sidewalls 16 and 18 include sections having varying tapers
relative to a vertical plane. For example, in one aspect, a lower
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portion of the container 10 includes a greater taper relative to
vertical than the upper portion of the container 10, and the
mouth of the container 20 is configured to have a taper relative
to vertical greater than the upper and lower portions. As
shown in the figures, the mouth 20 of the container 10
includes lip 22 extending generally upwardly and outwardly
to flare the mouth 20 of the container 10 to aid in minimizing
the amount of ice spilled when filling the container 10 and
direct the ice out of the bucket in a collective stream to prevent
the ice from spilling when pouring it from the container 10. In
one exemplary aspect of the invention, the lip 22 of the con-
tainer 10 is tapered outwardly at an angle between 20° and 35°
relative to a vertical plane to achieve the aforementioned
objectives. The container 10 is preferably constructed from
materials such a polypropylene or other material suitable for
withstanding impact in abrasion and compatible with dish-
machine chemistries. In one aspect of the invention, the wall
thickness of the container 10 is approximately 0.09 inches for
increasing the strength in long term ability of the container to
withstand impacts and abrasion. The container 10 is generally
square shaped but may be rectangular or circular in shape. In
apreferred aspect of the invention, the container 10 exhibits a
square-shaped profile thereby keeping the overall height of
the container 10 less than an equivalent capacity container
that has a round profile. The volume of the container 10 is
configured to hold roughly 25 pounds of ice or 6 gallons of ice
according to an exemplary aspect of the invention. The height
of the container 10 is preferably less than or equal to the
height required to fit within a standard commercial dishma-
chine. For example, the height of the container 10 may be less
than 18 inches to fit inside a commercial dishmachine having
an 18-inch height opening according to one exemplary aspect
of the invention.

Opposing sidewalls 18 of the container 10 include ears 24
positioned generally at the middle of the sidewall and
approximate the mouth 20 of the container 10. In one aspect
of'the invention, the ears 24 are positioned closer to the center
of gravity of the container 10 to lessen the strain on the user
when pouring ice from the container 10. Furthermore, the
ears 24 may be positioned off-center on the opposing side-
walls 18 to further aid in the ease of pouring ice from the
container 10. Each ear 24 is configured to receive posts 56 and
58 on respective ends 52 and 54 of the bail 50 best illustrated
in FIG. 8. The posts 56 and 58 may be removably attached to
the ears 24 on the container. In a preferred form, the posts 56
and 58 are pivotally attached to ears 24 on the container 10
which allows the bale 50 to pivot about the ears. Specifically,
the bale 50 is permitted to rotate from an upstanding position
to adjacent either sidewall 16 and any point between.

The bale 50 is generally semicircular in shape and includes
opposing legs 72 and 74 extending from the apex of the bale
50 and terminating in opposing ends 52 and 54 having the
posts 56 and 58 discussed above. The bale 50 includes gen-
erally at its apex a handle assembly 60. The handle assembly
60 includes respective ends 64 and 66 attached to the bale 50
generally at the apex of the bale 50 with a handle 62 spaced
between the ends 64 and 66. A hook 68 and 70 extend
upwardly and outwardly from respective ends 64 and 66 of
the handle assembly 60. In one embodiment, the hooks 68 and
70 have a first portion extending generally upwardly and
outwardly from respective ends 64 and 66 of the handle
assembly 60 and a second portion extending generally out-
wardly and downwardly from the first portion to form a hook
for gripping the top edge of an upstanding wall associated
with or near a point of ice production and/or dispension. The
present invention also contemplates that the first and/or sec-
ond portion of respective hooks 68 and 70 may be connected
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together by a continuous or partial webbing. Alternatively, the
outer portions of respective hooks 68 and 70 may be con-
nected by a section, such as a solid webbing extending there
between leaving an open section between the first portions of
respective hooks 68 and 70 adjacent the handle 62, such as to
allow a user to insert his or her hand into the handle assembly
60 for gripping the handle 62 of the handle assembly 60.

According to one exemplary aspect of the invention, the
handle 62 of the handle assembly 60 includes respective ends
64 and 66 secured to the bail 50 as discussed above. The ends
64 and 66 may be configured so that the handle 62 is posi-
tioned generally upwardly and outwardly from the bail 50 and
in a direction opposite the direction of respective hooks 68
and 70. Alternatively, the handle 62 may be configured to
extend upwardly in a generally vertical plane relative to the
bail 50 or extend horizontally outward from the bale 50. The
handle 62 may also be part of the bail 50, and the hooks 68 and
70 may be configured to extend upwardly and outwardly from
the bail 50 as well. The bail 50 may include one or more
strengthening ribs for providing structural rigidity to the legs
72 and 74 of the bail 50.

As best illustrated in FIGS. 4-5, one sidewall 16 of the
container 10 includes arecess 26 near the base 12 that extends
upward from the base 12 through a portion of the sidewall 16
toward the mouth 20 of the container 10. The recess 26
includes grooves 30 and 32 in the outer generally vertically
extending walls. The recess 26 also includes a detent 28 in the
back wall spaced between the grooves 30 and 32. In one
aspect of the invention, a handle assembly 100 is removably
received within the recess 26 of the container 10. The handle
assembly 100 includes ribs 112 and 114 received within
respective grooves 30 and 32 of the recess 26. To assemble the
handle assembly 100 to the container 10, the handle assembly
100 is slid into the recess 26 with ribs 112 and 114 in respec-
tive grooves 30 and 32 of the recess 26 until the tab 110
flexibly supported by a flange on the handle assembly 100 is
removably received within the detent 28 of the recess 26. The
tab 110 may include a flange extending inwardly generally
horizontally from the tab 110 which is received within the
detent 28. In the installed position, the outer framework ofthe
handle assembly 100 mates with the upstanding, back wall
and top wall of the recess 26. The handle assembly 100 may
be removed from the recess 26 by pulling the tab 110 out of
interference with the detent 28 in the recess 26 to remove the
interference and allow the handle assembly 100 to separate
from the container 10. The handle assembly 100 also includes
ahook 108 extending generally outwardly and upwardly from
an upper portion of the framework of the handle assembly
100. In the installed position, the hook 108 extends outwardly
and upwardly from the sidewall 16 of the container 10 as best
illustrated in FIG. 6. The hook 108 may include one or more
strengthening ribs to provide structural rigidity to the hook
108 such as ribs 116 and 118 illustrated in FIG. 5. The hook
108 includes a generally horizontally extending portion ter-
minating a generally vertically extending portion. When
installed in the recess 26 of the container 10, the horizontally
extending portion extends generally outwardly from the side-
wall 16 and the vertically extending portion extends generally
vertically and parallel with the sidewall 16. The gap formed
between the sidewall 16 and the generally vertically extend-
ing portion of the hook 108 allows the top edge of an upstand-
ing wall such as at a point of ice production or dispension to
be received within the hook to allow the container 100 to be
hung upside down for drying, storage and preventing accu-
mulation of contaminants, such as illustrated in FIG. 9. The
handle assembly 100 also includes a handle 102 with oppos-
ing ends 104 and 106 attached to the framework of the handle
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assembly 100. The handle 102 is based away from the inner
wall of the framework of the handle assembly 100 to allow a
user to place his or her hand into and around the handle 102 of
the handle assembly 100.

Tlustrative figures of the present invention provide exem-
plary uses for the container 10 shown in the figures. Accord-
ing to one exemplary use of the container 10, the bail 50 is
used for hanging the container 10 from the top edge of an
upstanding wall at an ice machine and/or a point of ice dis-
pension as best illustrated in FIG. 6. To hang the container 10
over the edge of the upstanding wall, gripping the handle 62
of the bale 50, the user moves the container 10 generally
toward the top edge of the upstanding wall. The lip 22 on the
sidewall 16 carrying the handle assembly 100 engages the
upstanding wall and/or edge at which point the bale 50 is
rotated until the hooks 68 and 70 grip the top edge of the wall
as shown. Alternatively, the container 10 may be hung from
the upstanding wall or edge of the wall by gripping the bottom
of the container 10 with one hand while gripping the handle
62 on the bail 50. The weight of the container 10 is supported
with the one hand while the other hand moves the bail so that
the hook 68 and 70 are in position over the top edge of the
upstanding wall. The length of the hooks 68 and 70 (particu-
larly the first portion of the hooks adjacent the handle), aids in
drawing the lip 22 of the container 10 adjacent the top edge of
the upstanding wall when hung. The second portion of the
hooks 68, 70 wraps around the inner edge (adjacent the top
wall) of the upstanding wall to create an interference and
prevent the hooks 68, 70 from separating from the edge of the
upstanding wall when hung. The present invention contem-
plates that the length of the first and second portions of
respective hooks 68 and 70 may be adjusted to accommodate
varying edge widths for the upstanding wall from which the
container 10 is hung. As best illustrated in FIG. 6, when the
container 10 is hung from the upstanding wall, the handle 62
of'the handle assembly 60 on the bale 50 is spaced a sufficient
distance away from the edge of the upstanding wall forming
a gap to allow a user to place his or her hand around the handle
62 for gripping it and manipulating the bail 50 of the container
10. In one aspect of the invention, as addressed above, the
handle 62 is spaced outwardly and in the opposite direction of
the hooks 68 and 70 by ends 64 and 66 of the handle assembly
60 to create a gap between handle 62 and the top edge of the
upstanding wall. Thus, even when the container 10 is hung by
the bail 50 at the edge of an upstanding wall, a sufficient gap
resides between the handle 62 and the edge of the upstanding
wall to allow the user to easily grip and manipulate the bail.
This is particularly important when the container 10 is full of
ice and may weigh upwards of 25 pounds. The configuration
of the handle assembly 60 on the bale 50 allows the user to
insert his or her hand in the gap between the handle 62 and the
upstanding edge without having to manipulate the container
or work against the weight of the container 10 while trying to
grip the handle 62. The aforementioned features also mini-
mize the potential for handling of the container mouth when
hanging, filling and separating the container from the
upstanding edge from which it’s hung.

As addressed above, a handle assembly 100 is removably
attached to sidewall 16 of the container 10, which faces the
upstanding wall when the container is hung by the bail 50.
The handle 102 extends outwardly from the sidewall 16 and
terminates in a vertical plane generally collinear with the lip
22 of the mouth 20 of the container 10. The handle 102 of the
handle assembly 100 rests against the upstanding wall keep-
ing the mouth 20 of the container 10 in a generally horizontal
plane at the edge of the upstanding wall from which the
container 10 is hung. The mouth 20 of the container 10
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6

includes a lip portion 22 that is flared outwardly to assist in
capturing ice and preventing it from spilling while filling the
container 10 with ice. Keeping the mouth 20 of the container
10 in a generally horizontal plane also inhibits ice from spill-
ing from the container when filled.

Once the container 10 is filled with ice to a desired level, the
container 10 is lifted from the edge of the upstanding wall by
gripping the handle 62 and lifting upward to remove the
hooks 68 and 70 from interference with the top edge of the
upstanding wall. According to a preferred aspect of the inven-
tion, the bail 50 is separated from the upstanding wall by
gripping the handle 62 and rotating the handle to a generally
vertical position. By rotating the bail 50 to a generally vertical
position, the hooks 68 and 70 are removed from interference
with the top edge of the upstanding wall and the container 10
is free to be separated from the wall for porting to another
location. Advantageously, rotating the bail 50 from the hung
position to the upright position does not require changing the
position of the mouth 22 of the container 10 relative to a
horizontal plane thereby inhibiting spillage of ice from the
container 10 when separating the container 10 from the
upstanding wall. Additionally, the configuration of the handle
assembly 60 on the bail 50 allows the user to grip the handle
62 and manipulate the bail 50 without touching the lip 22 or
mouth 20 of the container 10 to prevent exposing the con-
tainer 10 to contaminants or possible contamination.

As previously discussed, the bail 50 is preferably pivotally
attached to the container 10 by posts 56 and 58 received
within ears 24 on opposing sidewalls 18. The ears 24 are
positioned on the container 10 relative to the center of gravity
of the container 10 and relative to the mouth 20 of the con-
tainer 10 to avoid being top heavy and creating undesirable
swinging of the container 10 when porting it to and from
various locations. However, the bail 50 is preferably pivotally
attached to the container 10 closer to the center of gravity of
the container 10 to making it easier on the user for pouring ice
from the container 10. According to an exemplary aspect of
the invention, ice is poured from the container 10 by gripping
the handle 62 with one hand and the handle 102 with the other
handle while drawing or lifting the handle 102 upward toward
the handle 62 on the bail 50. Since the pivot point of the bail
50 on the container 10 is closer to the center of gravity, the
container 10 easily pivots to allow the ice to be poured out the
mouth over the lip 22 of the container 10. Both handles 62 and
102 are preferably collinear with generally horizontal planes
which facilitate a very natural grip for both hands of the user.
Gripping the handles 62 and 102 the user is able to tilt the
container 10 without having to contort their body, arms or
hands in an uncomfortable manner. This is accomplished as
both handles 62 and 102 reside in generally parallel planes
throughout the whole pouring motion. The lip 22 at the mouth
20 of the container 10 is flared outwardly which helps direct
the ice in a fluid, collective stream out of the container 10
thereby minimizing spillage.

FIG. 7 illustrates another exemplary aspect of the present
invention in which containers 10 are shown nested together.
Specifically, a portion below the ears 24 of one container is
nested within the container 10 beneath it. In this configura-
tion, as much as 70% of the top container 10 nests within the
bottom container 10. The containers are configured to nest
together prior to attachment of the handle assembly 100 to
consolidate the containers during shipping and handling.
When the container 10 is received and prepared for use, the
handle assembly 100 is snapped into place in the recess 26 in
the container 10 which prevents the container 10 from being
renested into another container as the perimeter of the con-
tainer with the handle assembly 100 attached exceeds the
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perimeter of the mouth 20, and thereby prevents these con-
tainers from being nested one inside another during use. As
will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, the outside of
container 10 is often handled extensively and accumulates
contaminants over time and other materials not suitable for
human consumption, that when the container 10 is nested
within another would contaminate the inside of the receiving
container and the ice subsequently carried in the container 10.
Thus, the removability of the handle assembly 100 allows the
containers to be shipped in a consolidated manner, removed
and assembled for use to prevent subsequent nesting of the
containers. The replacability of both the bail 50 and handle
assembly 100 allows both components to be replaced on a
container 10 without having to replace the entire container 10
if they were to become damaged or broken during use. These
also may be removed or separated from the container 10 when
running the container 10 through a commercial dish machine
to allow the entirety of the interior and exterior surfaces of the
container 10 to be fully sanitized and ready for reuse. These
components may also be washed and sanitized separately to
make sure that the entirety of the container and its compo-
nents are kept sanitized for subsequent usage.

When the container 10 is finished being used or in between
uses, the container 10 can be hung upside down by the handle
assembly 100 as shown in FIG. 9. The hook 108 extends
generally outwardly from the sidewall 16 of the container and
terminates in a generally vertically extending portion. The
container 10 is hung upside down by placing the gap between
the sidewall 16 and the vertical portion of the hook 108 over
an edge of an upstanding wall or another suitable structure.
By hanging the container 10 upside down, contaminants and
other materials that might otherwise collect in the container
10 if it were stored upright are not permitted to enter or settle
within the container 10. Also, the hook 108 and lip 22 of the
container 10 are generally collinear with a vertical plane,
which keeps the container generally vertical when hung by
the hook 108. As discussed above, the handle 102 on the
handle assembly 100 and the hook 108 are generally collinear
with a vertical plane so the handle 102 helps protect the hook
108 from being damaged or broken during use. When the
container 10 is inverted, the handle 102 is above the hook 108
which allows the container 10 to be manipulated and handled
without having to touch surfaces (e.g., interior surfaces) that
are generally in contact with the ice.

The above specification, examples, and information pro-
vide a description of the manufacture and use of the compo-
sitions of the invention. Since many embodiments of the
invention can be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention, the invention resides in the claims
hereinafter appended.
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What is claimed is:

1. An ice handling container comprising:

a. a bottom wall with upstanding sidewalls terminating in a
mouth having a lip, wherein a portion of the mouth flares
outwardly relative to vertical greater than a taper asso-
ciated with the upstanding sidewalls to aid the flow of
material out of the container;

b. a bail having an apex and opposing ends pivotally
attached to opposing sidewalls;

c. the bail having a handle proximate to the apex; and

d. at least one hook extending outwardly from the bail
proximate to the apex of the bail for hanging the con-
tainer with the mouth facing substantially upward.

2. The container of claim 1 wherein the taper of the
upstanding sidewalls allows for nesting of two or more ice
handling containers.

3. The container of claim 1 wherein a width of the portion
the mouth is associated with one of the upstanding sidewalls
and is of greater width than a width of a portion of the mouth
associated with each of remaining upstanding sidewalls.

4. The container of claim 1 further comprising one or more
feet extending from an outer surface of the bottom wall, said
one or more feet positioned diametrically about the outer
surface of the bottom wall and configured to support the
bottom wall of the container.

5. An ice handling container comprising:

a. a bottom wall with a pair of opposing upstanding side-
walls terminating in a mouth having a lip, wherein a
portion of the mouth has a taper relative to vertical
greater than a taper associated with the pair of opposing
upstanding sidewalls;

b. a bail having an apex and opposing ends pivotally
attached to one pair of the opposing sidewalls;

c. a handle at the apex of the bail, the handle includes:

i. opposing ends connected to the bail; and

ii. at least one hook attached proximate to the opposing
ends of the handle, said at least one hook extending
outwardly away from the handle for hanging the con-
tainer with the mouth facing substantially upward;
and

wherein the bail, the handle, and the at least one hook are
integrally formed and the at least one hook is positioned
within an area extending upwardly and defined by the
mouth.

6. The container of claim 5 wherein the mouth is flared to

aid the flow of material out of the container.

7. The container of claim 5 wherein a width of the portion
the mouth that is associated with one of the upstanding side-
walls is greater than a width of a portion of the mouth asso-
ciated with each of remaining upstanding sidewalls.

8. The container of claim 5 further comprising one or more
feet extending from an outer surface of the bottom wall.
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